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The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Endnote Format: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition endnote format is a critical aspect of academic
and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and credibility for scholarly work.
This esteemed style guide, now in its seventeenth edition, provides meticulous guidelines
for citing sources through endnotes, a method favored for its ability to keep the main text
uncluttered while still offering precise source information. Understanding the nuances of
this endnote format is essential for avoiding plagiarism and for allowing readers to easily
locate and verify your sources. This guide will delve into the core components of Chicago-
style endnotes, covering everything from basic citation elements to specific scenarios, and
will offer clear, actionable advice for implementing them accurately. We will explore how
to format different types of sources, the importance of consistency, and common pitfalls to
avoid, making the process of crafting perfect endnotes manageable and straightforward.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. The former, which this article focuses on,
utilizes numbered notes placed at the end of the document (endnotes) or at the bottom of
each page (footnotes) to cite sources. These notes correspond to superscript numbers
embedded within the text. The primary purpose of these notes is to give credit to the
original authors of ideas and information used, thus upholding academic integrity.

Endnotes in the 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style are designed to be both
comprehensive and concise. They provide readers with enough information to identify and
locate the cited work, without disrupting the flow of the main text. While the full



bibliographic details are reserved for a separate bibliography at the end of the work, each
endnote must contain sufficient information to distinguish the specific source being
referenced. This system allows for flexibility in commentary or asides within the notes
themselves, a feature that distinguishes it from the more rigid author-date system.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Endnote

Regardless of the source type, a Chicago style endnote generally includes several key
pieces of information. These elements work together to pinpoint the exact location of the
information being referenced. While the order and punctuation might vary slightly
depending on the source, recognizing these core components is fundamental to
constructing accurate citations.

Essential Information for Citation
When constructing an endnote, several crucial details are required:

Author's full name (first name first)

Title of the work (italicized for books and standalone works, in quotation marks for
articles and chapters)

Publication details (city of publication, publisher, year of publication for books;
journal title, volume, issue, date, and page numbers for articles)

Specific page number(s) where the information was found

For online sources, the URL and access date

Punctuation and Formatting Conventions
The precise punctuation within an endnote is just as important as the information it
contains. Commas, periods, parentheses, and italics all play a role in structuring the
citation correctly according to Chicago style. For instance, the author's name is followed
by a comma, and the title of a book is italicized. Publishers are typically followed by a
comma, and the year of publication is enclosed in parentheses. The specific page
number(s) cited are usually preceded by "p." or "pp." and followed by a period.

Formatting Different Source Types

The complexity of Chicago style endnotes arises from the vast array of source materials
scholars encounter. Each source type has specific formatting requirements to ensure



clarity and consistency. Adhering to these detailed rules is paramount for any writer using
the notes-bibliography system.

Books and Book Chapters
Citing a book in an endnote requires specific details about the author, title, publication
information, and the particular page(s) referenced. For the first mention of a source, the
endnote should include the author's full name, the italicized title, publication information,
and the relevant page number. Subsequent mentions can be shortened.

First mention of a book: Author First Last, Title of Book (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Example: Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University Press, 2023),
45.

When citing a chapter or essay within an edited book, you must also include the name of
the chapter's author, the title of the chapter (in quotation marks), and the name of the
editor(s). The details of the overall book follow, including the page numbers on which the
chapter appears.

First mention of a book chapter: Chapter Author First Last, "Title of Chapter," in
Title of Book, ed. Editor First Last (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page
number(s).

Example: John Smith, "Understanding Endnotes," in Academic Writing Essentials,
ed. Emily White (New York: Academic Publishing, 2022), 112-120.

Journal Articles
Citing journal articles involves providing the author's name, the article title (in quotation
marks), the name of the journal (italicized), volume and issue numbers, the publication
date, and the specific page number(s) of the article. For online journal articles, you'll also
need to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or the URL and access date.

First mention of a journal article: Author First Last, "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number(s).

Example: Alice Brown, "The Evolution of Academic Publishing," Journal of Scholarly
Communication 15, no. 2 (2021): 34-50.

For online articles: Author First Last, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.



Issue (Year): page number(s), DOI or URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Example: Alice Brown, "The Evolution of Academic Publishing," Journal of Scholarly
Communication 15, no. 2 (2021): 34-50, doi:10.1000/jsoc.2021.15.2.34.

Websites and Online Resources
Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, especially as web pages can be
more ephemeral than print sources. You should include the author or organizational
author, the title of the specific page or document (if available), the name of the website,
and the most crucial elements: the URL and the date you accessed the information. If an
author is not listed, you begin with the title of the page or website.

First mention of a website: Author First Last (or Organization Name), "Title of
Web Page," Name of Website, Publication Date (if available), URL (accessed Month
Day, Year).

Example: Sarah Green, "Best Practices for Citation," Writing Center Blog, October
15, 2023, https://www.writingcenter.com/blog/citation-practices (accessed November
1, 2023).

If no author is listed: "Title of Web Page," Name of Website, Publication Date (if
available), URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Example: "MLA vs. Chicago Style," Style Guides Online, April 2, 2023,
https://www.styleguides.org/mla-vs-chicago (accessed November 1, 2023).

Other Source Types
Chicago style also provides formats for less common sources like newspaper articles,
magazine articles, dissertations, theses, interviews, and audiovisual materials. Each
category has its own set of rules, but the underlying principle remains the same: provide
enough information for the reader to locate the original source.

Newspaper article: Author First Last, "Article Title," Newspaper Name, Month Day,
Year.

Magazine article: Author First Last, "Article Title," Magazine Name, Month Year.

Dissertation/Thesis: Author First Last, "Title of Dissertation/Thesis" (Ph.D.
dissertation, University Name, Year).



The key to navigating these diverse formats is to consult the 17th edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style directly or reliable secondary sources that accurately reflect its
guidelines. Consistency in how you apply these rules across all your sources is paramount.

The Importance of Consistency in Endnote
Formatting

Consistency is the cornerstone of effective academic citation, and this holds particularly
true for the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition endnote format. Inconsistent formatting
can lead to confusion for readers, undermine your credibility, and even lead to accusations
of carelessness or plagiarism. Establishing a uniform approach to every endnote ensures
that your work is perceived as polished and professional.

This means applying the same rules for capitalization, punctuation, abbreviations, and the
order of elements for every citation, regardless of the source type. For example, if you
italicize book titles, you must do so for all book titles cited. If you abbreviate "pages" as
"pp." in one instance, you should use the same abbreviation consistently. This uniformity
helps create a seamless reading experience and allows your readers to focus on the
content of your argument rather than being distracted by formatting discrepancies.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style Endnotes

While the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines, writers often
encounter specific challenges when implementing the endnote format. Understanding
these common pitfalls and their solutions can significantly ease the citation process and
prevent errors.

When to Use Notes vs. Bibliography
The notes-bibliography system requires both numbered notes (endnotes or footnotes) and
a bibliography at the end of the work. The notes are used for direct citations of sources,
but they can also serve other purposes. Notes can include parenthetical information,
tangential discussions, or supplementary material that would disrupt the flow of the main
text.

The bibliography, on the other hand, is a consolidated list of all sources cited in the text,
arranged alphabetically by author's last name. It provides full bibliographic details for
each source, allowing readers to easily locate and consult them. The choice between
endnotes and footnotes is often a matter of publisher preference or personal workflow;
endnotes are generally preferred for their neatness in the main body of the text.



The Difference Between First and Subsequent Mentions
A critical aspect of Chicago style endnotes is the distinction between the first mention of a
source and subsequent mentions. For the first citation of any given source, a full, detailed
endnote is required. This ensures that all necessary information is provided for the reader
to identify the source accurately.

For subsequent citations of the same source within the same work, shorter forms are used.
Typically, this involves the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary
to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number(s). This
practice significantly reduces the length of the notes section, improving readability. A
common shortened form is: Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s).

If only one work by a particular author is cited, the shortened form can be even simpler:
Author Last Name, page number(s). However, it is crucial to ensure that this simplified
format does not cause ambiguity, especially if multiple works by the same author are
referenced. Consulting the CMOS for specific examples and exceptions related to
shortened notes is always recommended.

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition endnote format is an investment in
the clarity, credibility, and professionalism of your writing. By understanding the core
principles, correctly formatting various source types, and consistently applying the rules,
you can effectively attribute your sources and enhance the overall quality of your scholarly
or professional work.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago style
endnotes and footnotes?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Endnotes appear at the end of the
document, typically on their own page(s), while footnotes are placed at the bottom of the
page where the reference is made. Both serve the same purpose of citing sources within
the notes-bibliography system.

Q: How do I format the first mention of a book in a
Chicago style endnote?
A: For the first mention of a book, the endnote should include the author's full name (First
Last), the italicized title of the book, publication information (City: Publisher, Year), and
the specific page number(s) being cited, followed by a period. For example: Jane Doe, The
Art of Citation (New York: Publishing House, 2020), 75.



Q: What is the shortened form for subsequent citations
of a book in Chicago style endnotes?
A: For subsequent citations of the same book, you typically use the author's last name, a
shortened version of the book's title (italicized), and the page number(s). For example:
Doe, Art of Citation, 112.

Q: How do I cite a website in a Chicago style endnote?
A: When citing a website, include the author or organization name, the title of the specific
page or document (in quotation marks), the name of the website, the publication date (if
available), the URL, and the date you accessed the information. Example: John Smith,
"Understanding Web Sources," The Academic Hub, October 20, 2023,
https://www.academichub.com/web-sources (accessed November 1, 2023).

Q: What is a DOI and when should I use it in a Chicago
style endnote?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent link to an online article or document.
You should use the DOI when citing online journal articles if one is available, as it is more
stable than a URL. It is typically included at the end of the citation, often preceded by
"doi:" or "https://doi.org/".

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in a
Chicago style endnote for a book?
A: Yes, for book citations, the city of publication is a required element in the Chicago
Manual of Style 17th Edition endnote format. If multiple cities are listed, Chicago suggests
using the first one provided.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple authors in
Chicago style endnotes?
A: For books with two authors, both names are listed (First Last and First Last). For books
with three or more authors, list only the first author's name followed by "et al." (and
others). The bibliography format differs slightly for multiple authors.

Q: When should I use "et al." in my Chicago style
endnotes?
A: In endnotes for books with three or more authors, you use "et al." after the first
author's name. For journal articles and other sources with multiple authors, the use of "et



al." in endnotes is less common in the 17th edition; it is more prevalent in the author-date
system or in the bibliography for sources with many authors.
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