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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Citations Styles: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition citations styles are fundamental for academic and
professional writing, ensuring academic integrity and clear attribution of sources. Navigating the
nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), particularly its 17th edition, can seem daunting, but
understanding its core principles unlocks precision in scholarly work. This guide delves deep into the
two primary citation systems offered by CMOS: the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system, exploring their applications and specific formatting requirements. We will illuminate the
intricacies of citing various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and unpublished
materials, offering detailed examples to solidify comprehension and practical application for any
writer.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) 17th edition presents writers with two distinct, yet equally valid,
citation systems. The choice between these two systems—the Notes and Bibliography (NB) system
and the Author-Date (AD) system—often depends on the academic discipline, the specific
requirements of a publisher, or the nature of the research itself. Both systems aim to provide clear
and consistent attribution to sources, allowing readers to locate and verify the information presented
in a text.

The fundamental difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and how the full
bibliographic information is presented. While both systems will ultimately lead to a complete
bibliography or reference list, their in-text citation methods and the structure of their supporting
apparatus diverge significantly. Understanding these differences is the first crucial step in correctly
implementing Chicago style.



The Notes and Bibliography System Explained

The Notes and Bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines, such as literature,
history, and art history. It relies on superscript numbers placed within the text to signal that a source
has been cited. These numbers correspond to notes—either footnotes or endnotes—which provide the
full citation information for the source. This system allows for extensive commentary and can
accommodate multiple citations for a single point without cluttering the main text.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Within the Notes and Bibliography system, writers can choose between two formats for their notes:
footnotes or endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation number is
located in the text, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document, typically before the
bibliography. The choice between them is largely a matter of preference or editorial guidelines,
though footnotes can sometimes offer immediate context to the reader.

Structure of Notes

The structure of a note will vary depending on the source type and whether it is the first citation of
that source or a subsequent one. The first note for a source will typically include more complete
bibliographic information than subsequent notes, which can be shortened. Common elements in notes
include the author’s name (first name first), title of the work, publication details, and specific page
numbers. For instance, a first note for a book might look like: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation, 2nd
ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

The Bibliography

Accompanying the notes in this system is a bibliography, which provides a comprehensive
alphabetical list of all sources cited in the text. Unlike the notes, which are ordered by appearance in
the text, the bibliography is organized alphabetically by the author’s last name. Each entry in the
bibliography should be complete and consistently formatted, mirroring the information presented in
the first note for that source but with a slightly different structure, often with the author's last name
first.

The Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system is more commonly employed in the social sciences and some natural
sciences. Its primary characteristic is its in-text citation method, which uses the author’s last name
and the year of publication within parentheses, often accompanied by a page number. For example, a
typical in-text citation might appear as (Doe 2020, 45). This system offers a more streamlined



approach to in-text referencing, making it easier for readers to quickly identify the source and
publication year of the information.

In-Text Citations

The author-date in-text citations are concise and typically include the author’s last name, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s) from which the information is drawn. If the author’s
name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in parentheses. For
instance, if the text reads, “As Doe argues,” the citation would be (2020, 45).

The Reference List

The Author-Date system requires a reference list, not a bibliography. This list appears at the end of
the document and contains a complete alphabetical listing of all the sources that were cited in the
text. Each entry in the reference list provides full bibliographic details necessary for readers to locate
the source. The structure of entries in the reference list is similar to that in the bibliography of the NB
system, but the in-text citation method dictates the overall approach.

Citing Common Source Types in CMOS 17th Edition

Regardless of which system you choose, accurately citing various types of sources is paramount. The
Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition provides detailed guidelines for a wide array of materials.
Mastering these specifics ensures your citations are correct, complete, and consistent.

Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic writing. The basic format for a book involves the author’s
name, the title of the book, and publication information. For the Notes and Bibliography system, the
first note typically includes the author’s full name, title in italics, place of publication, publisher, and
year, followed by the page number. The bibliography entry reverses the order of the author’s name.

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation will be (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). The
reference list entry will include the author’s last name first, followed by the full title and publication
details. For example:

NB System (First Note): 1. John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: Penguin Books, 2019),
112.

NB System (Bibliography): Smith, John. The Art of Writing. New York: Penguin Books, 2019.

Author-Date System (Reference List): Smith, John. 2019. The Art of Writing. New York:



Penguin Books.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require specific formatting to distinguish them from books. This typically includes the
author(s), article title, journal title (often italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, and
page range of the article. Page numbers for specific citations are also crucial.

For the Notes and Bibliography system, the first note for a journal article would include:

NB System (First Note): 2. Emily White, “Analyzing Citation Trends,” Journal of Academic
Research 45, no. 2 (2021): 205, https://doi.org/10.1086/abc.2021.001.

NB System (Bibliography): White, Emily. “Analyzing Citation Trends.” Journal of Academic
Research 45, no. 2 (2021): 200–220. https://doi.org/10.1086/abc.2021.001.

For the Author-Date system:

Author-Date System (Reference List): White, Emily. 2021. “Analyzing Citation Trends.”
Journal of Academic Research 45 (2): 200–220. https://doi.org/10.1086/abc.2021.001.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources, including websites, requires careful attention to detail. Essential elements
include the author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the
website’s name, the date of publication or last update, and the URL. For CMOS 17th edition, including
access dates for online sources is generally no longer mandatory unless the content is likely to
change significantly.

The formatting for online sources is consistent across both systems, with the primary differences
being in how they are referenced within the text. For an NB system, a note might look like:

NB System (Note): 3. “Guide to Citation Styles,” Purdue OWL, last modified November 15,
2022,
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_of_style/cmos_formatting_an
d_style_guide.html.

The entry in the bibliography or reference list would follow a similar structure, alphabetized by the
author or organization.



Other Source Types

Chicago style also provides clear guidance for less common source types, such as:

Newspaper Articles: Include author, article title, newspaper name, date, and page number.

Magazines: Similar to journal articles but with specific formatting for magazine titles and issue
details.

Dissertations and Theses: Specify author, title, degree sought, university, and year.

Government Documents: Include authoring body, title, and publication details.

Interviews: Detail the interviewee, interviewer (if applicable), date, and format (e.g., personal
interview, recorded interview).

Lectures and Presentations: Include speaker, title, event, date, and location.

Each of these requires adherence to the specific formatting conventions outlined in the CMOS 17th
edition to ensure accurate and professional citation.

Common Citation Errors to Avoid

Despite the detailed guidance provided by the Chicago Manual of Style, writers often fall into common
pitfalls when citing sources. Being aware of these potential errors can help prevent them and ensure
the overall quality and credibility of your work.

One frequent mistake is inconsistency in formatting. Whether using the Notes and Bibliography
system or the Author-Date system, it is crucial to apply the chosen style rules uniformly throughout
the document. This includes the order of elements, punctuation, and the use of italics or quotation
marks. Another common error is failing to cite sources properly, leading to accidental plagiarism. This
can involve not citing paraphrased ideas or omitting citations for direct quotes.

Other common errors include:

Incorrectly abbreviating titles or publishers.

Missing essential bibliographic information, such as publication dates or page numbers.

Using the wrong system (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date) for a particular discipline or
assignment.

Mishandling the formatting of online resources, such as not including URLs or access dates
when necessary.



Incorrectly formatting series titles or editions.

Confusing footnotes and endnotes, or the structure of bibliography entries versus reference list
entries.

Diligent proofreading and a thorough understanding of the CMOS 17th edition guidelines are essential
for avoiding these mistakes and presenting polished, credible scholarship.

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition citation styles are not merely a set of rules but a framework
for clear, ethical, and robust scholarly communication. By mastering the intricacies of both the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, and by diligently applying these principles to a
wide range of source types, writers can enhance the authority and credibility of their work. Adhering
to these guidelines ensures that your research is not only well-supported but also accessible and
verifiable for your audience, contributing to the ongoing dialogue within your field.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago
Manual of Style 17th Edition's Notes and Bibliography system
and its Author-Date system?
A: The main difference lies in the in-text citation method and the accompanying reference apparatus.
The Notes and Bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that refer to footnotes or
endnotes for citation details, followed by a bibliography. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical
in-text citations with the author's last name and year of publication, followed by a reference list.

Q: Which disciplines typically favor the Notes and
Bibliography system in Chicago style?
A: The Notes and Bibliography system is generally favored in the humanities, including fields like
literature, history, art history, and religious studies.

Q: When should I use the Author-Date system for Chicago
style citations?
A: The Author-Date system is typically used in the social sciences and some natural sciences, such as
sociology, political science, and economics. It is also often preferred for scientific and technical
writing.

Q: Is it necessary to include URLs and access dates for online
sources in the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition?
A: For the 17th edition of CMOS, URLs are generally required for online sources. Access dates are
typically not mandatory unless the content of the source is likely to change significantly over time.



Q: How does the formatting of a book differ between the
Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in
CMOS 17th Edition?
A: In the Notes and Bibliography system, the first note for a book includes the author’s full name, title,
and publication details, followed by the page number. The bibliography entry reverses the author's
name. In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber), and the
reference list entry begins with the author's last name followed by the year and title.

Q: What are common elements that must be included when
citing a journal article in Chicago style?
A: When citing a journal article in Chicago style, you generally need to include the author(s), the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (in italics), the volume and issue numbers, the
publication year, and the page range of the article. A DOI or URL is also typically included for online
access.

Q: Can I use both footnotes and endnotes within the same
document when using the Notes and Bibliography system?
A: No, you should choose either footnotes or endnotes and use that system consistently throughout
your document.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors in Chicago
style?
A: For two authors, list both names in the citation. For three or more authors, list the first author's
name followed by "et al." (and others) in both the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system, though the bibliography and reference list entries will list all authors up to a certain number
(typically ten), after which "et al." is used. Refer to the specific edition for precise rules on the number
of authors listed.
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