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The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition citation forms the bedrock of academic
and professional writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and proper
attribution of sources. This authoritative guide provides specific rules for
various citation styles, primarily the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems, crucial for avoiding plagiarism and lending credibility to your
work. Understanding these intricacies is paramount for students, researchers,
and anyone engaging in scholarly discourse. This article will delve deep into
the core principles of Chicago style 17th edition citation, covering
everything from basic formats to more complex scenarios, empowering you to
confidently cite any source.
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Understanding Chicago Style 17th Edition
Citation Basics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used citation
styles in the humanities and social sciences. The 17th edition, published in
2017, refines and updates previous versions, offering clear guidelines for
scholarly communication. At its heart, Chicago style emphasizes accuracy and
reader convenience, allowing readers to easily locate the original source of
information. Two primary systems exist within Chicago: the Notes-Bibliography



system and the Author-Date system. The choice between these typically depends
on the discipline and specific journal or publisher requirements.

Regardless of the system chosen, the fundamental principle remains the same:
to provide sufficient information for the reader to identify and retrieve the
cited source. This involves meticulously detailing elements such as author
names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, and publishers. Precision in
these details is non-negotiable for maintaining academic integrity.
Furthermore, the 17th edition offers updated guidance on digital resources,
which are increasingly prevalent in modern research, ensuring that even the
most contemporary sources can be cited effectively.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Detail

The Notes-Bibliography system, often preferred in fields like history,
literature, and the arts, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within
the text. These notes provide detailed information about the source at the
point of citation. A corresponding bibliography, appearing at the end of the
work, lists all sources consulted and cited.

Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs,
while endnotes are collected at the end of the chapter or the entire
document. The first citation of a source in the notes typically includes full
publication details. Subsequent citations of the same source are generally
shortened, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. This system is particularly useful for lengthy works where
readers might need to refer back to specific sources frequently.

Common Source Types in Notes-Bibliography

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition citation requires
familiarity with the correct formatting for various source types. The details
can vary, but the underlying structure aims to convey essential bibliographic
information.

e Books: For a book, the standard note format includes author's full name,
title of the book (italicized), publication information (place,
publisher, year), and the specific page number cited. For example: 1.
Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 45.

e Journal Articles: Citing a journal article involves the author's name,
article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume
and issue numbers, publication year, and the page range of the article,
along with the specific page number cited in the note. For instance: 2.
John Smith, "Digital Scholarship," Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2
(2021): 112, accessed October 26, 2023, doi:10.1000/jajw.15.2.112.

* Websites and Online Sources: For online content, include the author or
organization, title of the specific page or article (in quotation



marks), website name (italicized), date of publication or last update,
and the URL, along with the date of access. Example: 3. Academic Writing
Institute, "Guide to CMOS 17," Writing Resources, last modified March
15, 2023, https://www.writinginstitute.edu/cmosl7.

* Newspaper and Magazine Articles: Similar to journal articles, these
require author, article title, publication name (italicized), date, and
page number. For online versions, include the URL and access date.

The Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, often favored in the sciences and social sciences,
uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication. A corresponding reference list at the end of the
document provides full bibliographic details for all cited sources.

This system is designed for a quick author and date reference within the
text, allowing readers to immediately identify the general time frame of the
research. It is particularly effective for fields where the chronological
development of ideas is important. The reference list, much like the
bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, serves as the comprehensive
locator for all sources used.

Common Source Types in Author-Date

Formatting for the Author-Date system follows a similar logic to the Notes-
Bibliography system, but the presentation in the reference list and the in-
text citations differ.

e Books: In the reference list, the format is Author's Last Name, First
Name. Title of Book. Publication Place: Publisher, Year. For example:
Doe, Jane. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University Press, 2020.

e Journal Articles: The reference list entry includes Author's Last Name,
First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Range. A DOI or URL is also included if available. Example: Smith,
John. "Digital Scholarship." Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2
(2021): 105-120. doi:10.1000/jajw.15.2.112.

e Websites and Online Sources: Author or Organization. "Title of Specific
Page." Website Name. Last Modified Date. URL. Example: Academic Writing
Institute. "Guide to CMOS 17." Writing Resources. Last modified March
15, 2023. https://www.writinginstitute.edu/cmosl7.

e Newspaper and Magazine Articles: Similar to journal articles, with
author, title, publication, date, and page/URL.



In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are signaled by a
superscript number, corresponding to a footnote or endnote. For example, if
you mention a fact from a book, you would place a superscript ‘1’ after the
statement and then provide the full or shortened note information at the
bottom of the page or end of the document.

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are enclosed in parentheses. The
basic format is (AuthorLastName Year). For example: (Doe 2020). If you are
quoting directly, you must also include the page number: (Doe 2020, 45). If
the author's name is already part of the sentence, only the year and page
number are needed in parentheses: As Doe explains (2020, 45)...

The Bibliography and Reference List

Both citation systems conclude with a list of all sources. In the Notes-
Bibliography system, this list is called a Bibliography and is typically
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. It includes all sources
cited in the notes and may also include sources consulted but not directly
cited, depending on the author's intent and publisher's guidelines. The
formatting in the bibliography mirrors the full note entries but omits page
numbers for the citation itself.

In the Author-Date system, this list is called a Reference List. It is also
alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry in the reference list
provides complete bibliographic information for the source, serving as the
key to understanding the parenthetical in-text citations. The primary
difference between a bibliography and a reference list is that a reference
list typically only includes sources that have been cited in the text,
whereas a bibliography can be more comprehensive.

Special Cases and Advanced Chicago Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition citation addresses numerous special
cases, including citing works with multiple authors, corporate authors,
edited volumes, dissertations, government documents, and even works that are
part of a larger collection. For instance, when citing a work with two
authors, both names are typically included in the citation. For works with
three or more authors, the first author’s name is given, followed by “et al.”
in the Notes-Bibliography system. In the Author-Date system's reference list,
all authors are generally listed. Understanding these nuances ensures that
your citations are not only accurate but also complete and consistent,
reflecting a thorough grasp of academic convention.

Digital resources and multimedia content present unique challenges. The 17th
edition provides updated guidance on citing podcasts, videos, social media,



and other online platforms. The core principle remains to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the content, often including URLs,
access dates, and specific timestamps for audiovisual materials. Familiarity
with these advanced rules demonstrates a sophisticated approach to academic
citation and research.

Tips for Effective Chicago Manual of Style 17th
Edition Citation

Consistent application is key to mastering the Chicago Manual of Style 17th
edition citation. Develop a habit of noting down bibliographic details as you
conduct your research, rather than trying to reconstruct them later. Utilize
citation management software if it suits your workflow, but always double-
check the output for accuracy according to CMOS guidelines.

Familiarize yourself with the official Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition,
or reputable online resources that offer detailed examples. When in doubt,
consult the style guide directly. Pay close attention to punctuation,
capitalization, italics, and quotation marks, as these elements are crucial
for correct citation formatting. Practicing with different source types will
build your confidence and proficiency.












FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Citation

Q: What is the main difference between the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in
Chicago style 17th edition?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and
compiled at the end of the work. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes
or endnotes for in-text citations and a Bibliography at the end. The Author-
Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a
Reference List at the end.

Q: How do I cite a book with two authors using the
Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition citation?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note would list both authors:
1. Jane Doe and John Smith, Book Title (City: Publisher, Year), 50.
Subsequent notes might shorten this. In the Author-Date system reference
list, it would be Doe, Jane, and John Smith. Book Title. City: Publisher,
Year.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in the
Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition citation?

A: For a website, you typically include the author or organization, the title
of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the website name in
italics, the last modified date (if available), and the URL, followed by the
date you accessed it. For example: Jane Doe, "About This Site," Example
Website, last modified January 1, 2023, https://www.example.com/about.

Q: How do I handle citing the same source multiple
times in the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: The first full citation provides complete information. Subsequent
citations of the same source are usually shortened to include the author's
last name, a shortened title of the work, and the specific page number (e.g.,
Doe, Book Title, 55). If citing the same page number as the immediately
preceding note, use "Ibid."

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition
citation differentiate between a bibliography and a



reference list?

A: Yes, the terms are used distinctly. A Bibliography, used with the Notes-
Bibliography system, may include sources consulted but not directly cited. A
Reference List, used with the Author-Date system, typically includes only
sources that have been cited in the text.

Q: How do I cite an article from a journal with a
DOI using Chicago style 17th edition citation?

A: When citing a journal article with a DOI, you include it at the end of the
citation. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might look like: John
Smith, "Digital Scholarship," Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2 (2021):
112, doi:10.1000/jajw.15.2.112. The Reference List in the Author-Date system
follows a similar pattern.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite social media
posts in the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition
citation?

A: Yes, the 17th edition provides guidance for citing social media. This
typically includes the author's username, the content of the post (quoted),
the platform name, and the date and URL of the post. For example: @JaneDoe
(Jane Doe), "Excited to share my new research!" Twitter, March 15, 2023,
https://twitter.com/janedoe/status/1234567890.
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