
chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Citation Guide is an indispensable resource for academic

and professional writers seeking clarity, consistency, and authority in their work. Navigating its intricate

rules can seem daunting, but understanding its core principles empowers you to present your research

and ideas with precision. This comprehensive guide delves into the essential aspects of Chicago-style

citations, covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore the

fundamentals of in-text citations, the structure of bibliographies and reference lists, and the proper

formatting for various source types, from books and journal articles to web pages and interviews.

Mastering the Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide ensures your scholarly integrity and

enhances the credibility of your published work.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) 17th edition offers two primary systems for documenting

sources: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While both achieve the goal of

providing readers with the information needed to locate and consult original sources, they differ in their

application and are typically chosen based on the specific discipline or publication venue.

Understanding these distinctions is the first crucial step in effectively applying the Chicago manual of

style 17th edition citation guide.

The notes-bibliography system is widely favored in the humanities, including literature, history, and the

arts. It utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end

of the work. This system allows for more extensive commentary and explanation within the notes

themselves, making it flexible for scholarly discourse. In contrast, the author-date system, common in

the social sciences and some natural sciences, employs brief parenthetical citations in the text,

referencing the author's last name and the year of publication, which then correspond to a reference

list at the end of the document.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscripts within the text that

correspond to numbered notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the chapter or

document (endnotes). This system is valued for its ability to embed explanatory material or tangential

thoughts directly within the notes without disrupting the flow of the main text. The Chicago manual of

style 17th edition citation guide provides detailed instructions on how to format these notes accurately.

When a source is cited for the first time, the note will contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent

citations of the same source are typically shortened, often including only the author's last name, a

shortened title, and the page number. The exact format for these shortened notes is clearly outlined in

the manual, emphasizing consistency and clarity for the reader.



Crafting Footnotes and Endnotes

Creating accurate footnotes and endnotes is central to the notes-bibliography system. Each note

begins with a number that matches the superscript in the text. The initial entry for a book, for example,

would include the author’s first and last name, the title of the book in italics, publication information

(city, publisher, year), and the specific page number being referenced. For instance: 1. Michael Pollan,

The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 97.

For subsequent references to the same source, the format is condensed. A common format is: 2.

Pollan, Omnivore’s Dilemma, 152. If you are citing the exact same page as the preceding note, you

can use the abbreviation "Ibid." If it's a different page in the same source, you would use "Ibid."

followed by the new page number: 3. Ibid., 205. The Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation

guide offers numerous examples for various source types to ensure correct formatting.

Building Your Bibliography

Following the main body of your work, the bibliography provides a complete alphabetical list of all the

sources you have cited. Unlike the notes, the bibliography entries for books list the author’s last name

first, followed by their first name. The title of the book remains italicized, and publication information is

presented in a slightly different order than in the notes. The format for a book in a bibliography would

be: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin

Press, 2006.

Entries in the bibliography should be alphabetized by the author's last name. If multiple works by the

same author are included, they are alphabetized by title, and subsequent entries by that author are

indicated by using an em dash (—) in place of the author's name. The Chicago manual of style 17th

edition citation guide provides specific guidance on handling entries with no author, anonymous works,

and edited volumes.



The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system, favored in disciplines where quick retrieval of source information is

paramount, offers a concise method for in-text citation. Instead of elaborate notes, brief parenthetical

citations are embedded directly within the text, directing readers to a full reference list at the end of the

paper. This system is designed for efficiency and is a staple in many scientific and social science

publications.

The core of the author-date system involves indicating the author's last name and the year of

publication within parentheses. This pairing allows readers to quickly identify the source. The Chicago

manual of style 17th edition citation guide meticulously details how to construct these parenthetical

citations, ensuring accuracy and preventing ambiguity, especially when multiple works by the same

author or works published in the same year are involved.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date Style

When using the author-date system, in-text citations typically appear at the end of a sentence or

clause that contains information drawn from a source. A common format for a book citation is

(AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). For example: (Pollan 2006, 97). If the author's name is

integrated into the sentence, only the year and page number are placed in parentheses: Pollan

discusses the ethical implications of food production (2006, 97).

When citing multiple sources within a single parenthesis, they are separated by semicolons and

alphabetized by author's last name: (Adams 2010; Baker 2015; Carter 2018). If you are referencing an

entire work without specifying a page, you omit the page number: (Smith 2020). The Chicago manual

of style 17th edition citation guide offers specific instructions for citing works with multiple authors,

including the use of "et al."

Creating Your Reference List

The reference list, also known as the "References" or "Works Cited" page, is an alphabetical

compilation of all the sources cited in the text. Each entry provides full bibliographic details. For a book



using the author-date system, the format is similar to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system,

but the year of publication is placed immediately after the author's name. Example: Pollan, Michael.

2006. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press.

The reference list is strictly alphabetized by the author’s last name. If you have multiple works by the

same author, they are ordered chronologically by publication year. Works by the same author from the

same year are then alphabetized by title. The Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide

provides guidance on how to format entries for various types of online resources, articles, and other

materials consistently.

Citing Common Source Types: Books

Books are fundamental sources in academic writing, and the Chicago Manual of Style provides precise

formats for their citation in both systems. For the notes-bibliography system, a book citation in a

footnote or endnote includes the author's full name, title in italics, publication details, and page

number. In the bibliography, the author's last name comes first, followed by the year of publication and

then the rest of the publication information.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation is (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). In the

reference list, the format is: AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year. Title of Book. Publication City:

Publisher.

Citing Common Source Types: Journal Articles

Journal articles are critical for accessing current research. In the notes-bibliography system, a full note

for a journal article would include the author’s full name, article title in quotation marks, journal title in

italics, volume number, issue number, year, and page range. For example: 3. Sarah Johnson, “The

Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse,” Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2021):

112–35.

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Johnson 2021, 115). The reference list entry

would be: Johnson, Sarah. 2021. “The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse.” Journal of



Communication Studies 45 (2): 112–35.

Citing Common Source Types: Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, as formats can vary. The Chicago manual of

style 17th edition citation guide emphasizes including stable identifiers such as URLs and access

dates. For the notes-bibliography system, a note might look like this: 4. “Understanding Citation

Styles,” Purdue Online Writing Lab, accessed October 26, 2023,

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_style/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.

html.

In the author-date system, if a website has an author and a publication date, it's cited similarly to other

sources. If no author or date is available, you might use the organization's name or the title of the

webpage. The reference list entry would then include the author (or organization), date of publication

(or access date if no publication date exists), title of the page, website name, and URL.

Citing Other Sources: Audiovisual Materials and Personal

Communications

Beyond books and articles, the Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide addresses a wide

array of source types. For audiovisual materials like films or documentaries, you would typically cite

the director, title, production company, and year. For personal communications, such as interviews or

emails, these are usually cited in notes only, as they are not recoverable by readers. A note for a

personal interview might read: 5. Interview with Jane Doe, July 15, 2023.

It is crucial to consult the manual for the specific formatting of these less common sources to ensure

full compliance. The goal is always to provide enough information for a reader to locate or understand

the context of the cited material.



Formatting and Style Considerations

Beyond the mechanics of citations, the Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide also

provides extensive guidance on general formatting, including punctuation, capitalization, and the use of

italics versus quotation marks. Consistency in these stylistic elements is as vital as accurate citation for

maintaining a professional and polished academic or professional document. Attention to these details

demonstrates a commitment to scholarly rigor.

Key formatting aspects include the proper use of commas, periods, and colons within citations, as well

as the correct way to indicate page numbers, editions, and series information. The manual also offers

recommendations on manuscript preparation, proofreading, and indexing, underscoring its

comprehensive nature as a style guide.

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Citation Guide in

Practice

Applying the Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide effectively requires diligent practice

and careful reference to the manual. Whether you are a student working on a thesis, a scholar

preparing an article for publication, or a professional crafting a report, adherence to these citation

standards enhances the credibility and impact of your work. Familiarity with both the notes-bibliography

and author-date systems allows for adaptability across different academic contexts.

Remember that the ultimate purpose of any citation system is to give credit where it is due and to

enable readers to verify your information. By thoroughly understanding and consistently applying the

principles of the Chicago manual of style 17th edition citation guide, you contribute to the integrity of

scholarly communication and build a strong foundation for your own research and writing endeavors.

FAQ



Q: What are the two main citation systems in the Chicago Manual of

Style 17th Edition?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition offers two primary citation systems: the notes-

bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, and the author-date

system, which uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the

author-date system according to the Chicago Manual of Style 17th

Edition?

A: The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (e.g., literature, history, art),

while the author-date system is more common in the social sciences and some natural sciences.

However, the final decision often depends on the requirements of a specific publisher or academic

discipline.

Q: How do I cite a book for the first time in a footnote using the

Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition?

A: For the first citation of a book in a footnote, you would include the author's full name, the title of the

book in italics, followed by the publication city, publisher, year, and the specific page number

referenced. For example: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003),

45.

Q: What is the format for subsequent footnotes to the same book in

the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition?

A: For subsequent footnotes to the same book, you typically use a shortened format that includes the

author's last name, a shortened title of the book in italics, and the page number. For example: 2.



Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 112. If citing the exact same page as the preceding note, use "Ibid."

Q: How do I create a bibliography entry for a book in the Chicago

Manual of Style 17th Edition (notes-bibliography system)?

A: In the bibliography, the author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name. The title of the

book is in italics, followed by the publication city, publisher, and year. For example: Austen, Jane.

Pride and Prejudice. New York: Penguin Classics, 2003.

Q: What does an in-text citation look like in the author-date system of

the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition?

A: In the author-date system, in-text citations are typically placed in parentheses and include the

author's last name and the year of publication, often followed by a page number if referring to a

specific part of the source. For example: (Austen 2003, 45).

Q: How do I format a reference list entry for a book in the Chicago

Manual of Style 17th Edition (author-date system)?

A: In the reference list for the author-date system, the format is: AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year.

Title of Book. Publication City: Publisher. Example: Austen, Jane. 2003. Pride and Prejudice. New

York: Penguin Classics.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with multiple authors in the Chicago

Manual of Style 17th Edition?

A: For two authors, list both names in the citation. For three or more authors, cite only the first author

followed by "et al." in both notes and the author-date system, and ensure the full list appears in the



bibliography or reference list.

Q: What information is essential when citing a website in the Chicago

Manual of Style 17th Edition?

A: When citing a website, it's crucial to include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or

article, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. An

access date is also recommended, especially for content that might change.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition have specific rules

for citing social media posts or other digital content?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition provides guidance for citing various forms of digital

content, including social media posts, blog entries, and podcasts. These citations typically require

information such as the author or username, the date of the post, the title or description of the content,

and the platform or URL.
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