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The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Citation Format: A Comprehensive
Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition citation format is a cornerstone for
academic and professional writers seeking clarity and consistency in their
scholarly work. This edition, often referred to as CMS-17, refines and
updates the established guidelines for both notes-bibliography and author-
date systems, catering to a wide range of disciplines and publication types.
Understanding its intricacies is crucial for producing polished, credible
research, from the initial drafting stages through to final submission. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the core principles of CMS-17 citation,
covering essential elements like in-text citations, full bibliographic
entries, and common source types. We will explore the nuances of the two
primary systems and provide practical advice for navigating various academic
contexts.
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Understanding the Two Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition offers two distinct yet equally
valid citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. The choice between these two often depends on the specific academic
discipline or the requirements of a particular publisher. Both systems aim to
provide readers with the necessary information to locate the sources an
author has consulted, thereby ensuring academic integrity and allowing for
further research.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system, perhaps the most widely recognized Chicago
style, uses superscript numbers within the text to indicate a source. These
numbers correspond to footnotes or endnotes, where the full citation
information is provided. A bibliography, listing all cited sources
alphabetically, typically follows the main text. This system is often favored
in the humanities, such as history, literature, and art history, as it allows



for more extensive commentary and digressions in the notes without
interrupting the flow of the main text.

The Author-Date System

In contrast, the author-date system, commonly used in the sciences and social
sciences, employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's
last name and the year of publication. For example, (Smith 2020). These in-
text citations then correspond to a reference list at the end of the work,
which includes full bibliographic details for every source cited. This system
is designed for efficiency, enabling readers to quickly identify the source
of information and its publication date, which is often critical in rapidly
evolving scientific fields.

Core Components of a Chicago Citation

Regardless of which system you employ, certain core pieces of information are
essential for constructing a Chicago style citation. These elements help
identify the source uniquely and allow readers to retrieve it. Missing or
incorrect information can render a citation incomplete and therefore less
useful.

Essential Bibliographic Information

e Author(s) or Editor(s): Full names of the creator(s) of the work.

e Title of the Work: The complete title and subtitle of the book, article,
website, etc.

e Publication Information: For books, this includes the city of
publication and publisher. For articles, it includes the journal title,
volume, issue number, and page range. For websites, it includes the
website name and URL.

e Date of Publication: The year the work was published or, for online
sources, the date of access or last update.

e Page Numbers: Specific page numbers for direct quotations or paraphrased
information.

Citing Books

Books are a fundamental source type, and their citation format within the
Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition is well-defined for both systems.



Notes—-Bibliography System: Books

For a footnote or endnote, the basic format for a book is:

Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Page Number(s).

For the bibliography, the format is:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Author-Date System: Books

In the author-date system, the in-text citation for a book is:
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number(s)).
The corresponding reference list entry is:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are crucial for academic research, and their citation
demands precision in Chicago style.

Notes-Bibliography System: Journal Articles

The footnote/endnote format for a journal article is:

Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

The bibliography entry is:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page Number (s).

Author-Date System: Journal Articles

For an in-text citation in the author-date system:
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number(s)).
The reference list entry is:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume (Issue): Page Number (s).



Citing Websites and Webpages

The dynamic nature of online content necessitates clear guidelines for citing
websites and individual webpages.

Notes—-Bibliography System: Websites

When citing a website generally:

Author First Name Last Name (if known), "Title of Specific Page," Title of
Website, last modified [Date] or accessed [Date], URL.

The bibliography entry would follow a similar structure but without the
specific page number from the note, unless it's a standalone page.

Author-Date System: Websites

In-text citations for websites can be tricky due to the potential lack of a
clear author or publication date. Often, the website name or a shortened
title is used.

(Website Name Year, accessed Month Day, Year).

The reference list entry would include all available publication details and
the access date.

Citing Other Common Sources

Beyond books and journals, authors frequently cite other materials. The
Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition provides formats for these as well.

Citing a Chapter in an Edited Book

For the notes-bibliography system:

Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor
First Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

For the author-date system:

(Author Last Name Year, Page Number(s)).

Citing a Newspaper Article

Notes-bibliography system:

Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Newspaper Name, Month Day,
Year, Section, Page Number (s).

Author—-date system:



(Author Last Name Year, Page Number(s)).

Formatting In-Text Citations

Effective in-text citations are crucial for seamlessly integrating source
material into your writing and directing readers to the full citations. The
method varies significantly between the two Chicago systems.

In-Text Citations in Notes-Bibliography

In the notes-bibliography system, you use a superscript Arabic numeral in the
text immediately after the quoted or paraphrased material. The numeral should
be placed after punctuation if possible. The first time a source is cited, a
full note is provided. Subsequent citations of the same source use a
shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date

The author-date system relies on parenthetical citations. A basic
parenthetical citation includes the author's last name and the year of
publication, for example, (Smith 2020). If the author's name is mentioned in
the text, only the year needs to be in parentheses (Smith). When citing a
specific part of a source, include the page number after the year, separated
by a comma: (Smith 2020, 45).

Formatting Bibliographic Entries

The bibliography or reference list is a critical component of any Chicago-
style paper, offering a complete record of all sources used. Its careful
formatting ensures clarity and professional presentation.

Bibliography Formatting in Notes-Bibliography

The bibliography is arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. It
includes full bibliographic information for each source cited in the notes.
The first line of each entry is typically flush left, with subsequent lines
indented (hanging indent). Punctuation is specific and must be followed
precisely.

Reference List Formatting in Author-Date

The reference list in the author-date system is also arranged alphabetically



by the author's last name. Similar to the bibliography, it uses a hanging
indent for entries. The primary difference from the notes-bibliography
system's bibliography is that the year of publication immediately follows the
author's name, often set off by a period.

Common Citation Errors to Avoid

Even experienced writers can fall into citation pitfalls. Awareness of common
errors can help prevent them and ensure your work meets Chicago style
standards.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent application of formatting
rules, such as using different punctuation for similar elements across
citations or varying the capitalization of titles. Meticulously checking each
entry against the CMS-17 guidelines is essential.

Missing or Incorrect Information

Omitting key details like the publisher, publication date, or specific page
numbers can render a citation incomplete. Double-checking that all required
information is present and accurate is vital for credibility.

Incorrect Use of Punctuation

Chicago style has specific rules for commas, periods, colons, and semicolons
within citations. Misplacing or omitting these can alter the meaning or
clarity of the entry. Paying close attention to these details is crucial.

Resources for Further Guidance

While this guide covers the fundamentals of the chicago manual of style 17th
edition citation format, the manual itself is an extensive resource.
Additionally, many universities and academic publishers provide online guides
and templates that can be invaluable.

The Official Manual and Online Resources

The full Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition, published by the University
of Chicago Press, remains the definitive authority. For quick reference,
style guides from reputable academic institutions or dedicated citation
management websites often offer summaries and examples of common source



types. Familiarizing yourself with these resources will ensure accuracy and
consistency in your academic writing.

FAQ

Q: What are the two main citation systems in the
Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition offers two primary citation
systems: the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes and
a bibliography, and the author-date system, which uses in-text parenthetical
citations and a reference list.

Q: When should I choose the notes-bibliography system
over the author-date system?

A: The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in disciplines within
the humanities, such as history, literature, and art history, where extensive
annotations and commentary are common. The author-date system is typically
favored in the sciences and social sciences.

Q: How do I format an in—-text citation for a book in
the author-date system?

A: In the author-date system, an in-text citation for a book includes the
author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses, e.g., (Smith
2020) . If you are referring to a specific page, include it after the year,
separated by a comma: (Smith 2020, 45).

Q: What information is essential for citing a journal
article in Chicago style?

A: Essential information for citing a journal article includes the author(s),
the article title, the journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the
publication year, and the page range of the article.

Q: How do I cite a website in the Chicago Manual of
Style 17th Edition?

A: Citing a website involves providing the author (if known), the title of
the specific page, the title of the website, the last modified or accessed
date, and the URL. The exact format may vary slightly between the notes-—
bibliography and author-date systems.

Q: What is a hanging indent, and why is it important
in Chicago style bibliographies and reference lists?

A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of a citation
entry is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are indented.
It is crucial for Chicago style bibliographies and reference lists as it



helps readers visually separate individual entries.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a Chicago
style citation?

A: For two authors, list both names in the order they appear on the source.
For three or more authors, in the notes-bibliography system, list all authors
in the note but only the first author followed by "et al." in subsequent
shortened notes and the bibliography. In the author-date system, use the
first author followed by "et al." in all in-text citations and the reference
list, regardless of the number of authors.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and
a reference list in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, the list of all sources consulted 1is
called a bibliography, which includes all sources cited and sometimes
additional sources consulted. In the author-date system, the list of sources
cited in the text is called a reference list.
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