
chicago manual of style 17th edition author-
date
The chicago manual of style 17th edition author-date system offers a flexible yet rigorous approach
to academic citation, widely adopted across various disciplines for its clarity and efficiency. This
system, distinct from the more traditional notes-bibliography style, prioritizes in-text citations that
directly link readers to the full bibliographic details in a reference list. Understanding its nuances is
crucial for scholars, researchers, and students aiming for accuracy and adherence to academic
integrity. This comprehensive guide will delve into the core principles of the author-date method as
presented in the 17th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, covering essential citation formats for
different source types, the construction of in-text citations and reference lists, and common stylistic
considerations. We will explore how to cite books, journal articles, web sources, and other materials,
ensuring a solid foundation for anyone navigating this important citation style.
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Understanding the Author-Date System

The author-date citation system, as detailed in The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition, is a widely
recognized method for crediting sources within academic and professional writing. It stands in
contrast to the notes-bibliography system, placing the author's last name and the publication year
directly within the text of the document. This immediate attribution helps readers quickly identify
the source of information, facilitating further research and verification. The 17th edition refines
these guidelines to accommodate the evolving landscape of scholarly communication and digital
resources, ensuring that the system remains practical and relevant.

The primary goal of any citation style, including the author-date system, is to provide clear and
unambiguous attribution to original sources, thereby avoiding plagiarism and acknowledging the
intellectual contributions of others. The author-date method achieves this by creating a direct link
between the mention of a source in the body of the text and its full bibliographic entry. This
approach is particularly favored in fields where frequent citation is common, such as the social
sciences and natural sciences, due to its conciseness and ease of use for both the writer and the
reader.



Core Components of the Author-Date System

The author-date system fundamentally relies on two interconnected elements: the in-text citation
and the reference list. The in-text citation is a brief notation placed within the narrative of the paper,
typically consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication. For example, (Smith 2020).
The reference list, also known as a bibliography or works cited list, appears at the end of the
document and provides comprehensive details for each source cited in the text, allowing readers to
locate and consult the original materials.

The 17th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for constructing both
these components. For the in-text citation, the author's last name and the year of publication are
paramount. If the author's name is already mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be
enclosed in parentheses. The reference list, however, requires a more detailed format, including the
author's full name, publication date, title of the work, and publication information such as the
publisher or journal details. Consistency in both formatting and content is essential for the integrity
of the citation process.

Citing Books in Author-Date Style

Citing books using the Chicago author-date system requires attention to specific details to ensure
accuracy. The in-text citation will always include the author's last name and the year of publication.
For instance, if you are referencing a book by Jane Doe published in 2021, your in-text citation
would look like (Doe 2021). If you are quoting directly, you must also include the page number, such
as (Doe 2021, 45). This allows readers to pinpoint the exact location of the cited information within
the book.

The corresponding entry in the reference list for a book follows a standardized format. The author's
full name is listed first, followed by the publication year in parentheses. Next comes the full title of
the book, italicized. Finally, the publication information, typically the city of publication and the
publisher's name, is included. For example, a book entry might appear as: Doe, Jane. 2021. The Art
of Citation. Chicago: University Press.

Books with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all authors' last names should be included in the in-text
citation, connected by "and." For example, (Smith and Jones 2019). In the reference list, all authors
are typically listed with their last names and first initials or full first names. If there are more than
three authors, the in-text citation uses the first author's last name followed by "et al." and the year,
such as (Miller et al. 2022). In the reference list for works with many authors, Chicago style
generally recommends listing all authors up to a certain number (often ten) and then using "et al."
after the last listed author.



Edited Books

For edited books, the citation format slightly shifts to acknowledge the editor(s) rather than the
author(s) of the entire work. In the in-text citation, you will use the editor's last name and the year,
followed by "ed." or "eds." if necessary for clarity, and the page number for direct quotes. For
instance, (Green, ed., 2018, 112). The reference list entry will prominently feature the editor's name,
followed by ", ed." or ", eds.", then the publication year, the title of the book (italicized), and finally
the publication information. For example: Green, Robert, ed. 2018. Essays on Modern Literature.
New York: Academic Publishers.

Citing Journal Articles in Author-Date Style

Journal articles are frequently cited in academic work, and the Chicago author-date system provides
clear guidelines for their inclusion. The in-text citation for a journal article typically includes the
author's last name, the publication year, and for direct quotations, the page number. For example, if
citing a study by Chen published in 2020, the in-text citation would be (Chen 2020). If quoting, it
would be (Chen 2020, 55).

The reference list entry for a journal article requires more detail than a book citation. It begins with
the author's last name and first name (or initials), followed by the publication year in parentheses.
The title of the article is presented in quotation marks, followed by the title of the journal, which is
italicized. Crucially, the volume and issue numbers, along with the page range of the article, are
then provided. For example: Chen, Li. 2020. "The Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Ecosystems."
Journal of Environmental Science 45 (2): 50-65.

Online Journal Articles

When citing journal articles accessed online, the Chicago author-date system, in its 17th edition,
accommodates the digital format. If the article has a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), it is highly
recommended to include it. The in-text citation remains the same: (Author Last Name Year). The
reference list entry will include the author(s), year, article title in quotation marks, journal title
italicized, volume and issue, page range, and then the DOI. For example: Chen, Li. 2020. "The
Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Ecosystems." Journal of Environmental Science 45 (2): 50-65.
doi:10.1000/jenvsci.2020.12345.

If a DOI is not available for an online journal article, the URL and the date of access may be
included. However, the emphasis is on providing as much stable information as possible, making the
DOI the preferred identifier. The 17th edition prioritizes stable links and digital identifiers to ensure
that readers can reliably access the cited material, even as websites evolve.



Citing Web Sources and Online Materials

The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition author-date system, addresses the complexity of citing
online materials, which are often more dynamic than traditional print sources. For web pages, the
in-text citation typically includes the author or organization responsible for the content and the
publication or last updated date. If an author is not clearly identified, the title of the webpage or
organization may be used instead. For instance, (National Geographic Society 2023) or (Tech
Insights Blog 2022).

The reference list entry for a website requires the author or organization, the publication or last
updated date, the title of the specific page or document, the website name (if different from the
author/organization), and the URL. It is also recommended to include the date of access, especially
for content that might change or be removed. For example: National Geographic Society. 2023.
"Understanding Coral Reefs." Last modified October 15, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/coral-reefs/. Accessed November 1, 2023.

Websites with No Clear Author or Date

When an author or publication date for a web source is unavailable, the Chicago author-date system
provides alternatives. In the in-text citation, you may use the title of the webpage or the name of the
organization responsible for the site, along with an estimated date if appropriate, or the term "n.d."
(no date) if no reasonable estimation can be made. For example, (World Wildlife Fund n.d.) or
(Global Health Initiative, ca. 2021). In the reference list, the absence of an author is handled by
moving the title to the author position. If no date is available, "n.d." is used in place of the year. The
URL and access date remain important components. For instance: About Bees. n.d. "The Importance
of Bees for Pollination." https://www.aboutbees.org/pollination. Accessed November 1, 2023.

Other Common Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, academic writing often incorporates a variety of other sources,
each requiring specific citation formats under the Chicago author-date system. This includes citing
dissertations, conference proceedings, government documents, and even interviews. The
fundamental principle of linking an in-text citation to a detailed reference list entry remains
consistent across all source types, ensuring a complete and accurate record of all consulted
materials.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing dissertations and theses in author-date style involves identifying the author, the year of
completion, the title of the dissertation (italicized), and the institution from which it was awarded.
For in-text citations, this would be (Johnson 2018) for a dissertation by Johnson completed in 2018.
In the reference list, the entry would be: Johnson, Emily. 2018. The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban



Green Spaces. PhD diss., University of Example.

Conference Papers and Proceedings

For conference papers, the author-date system requires the author's name, the year of the
conference, the title of the paper (in quotation marks), the name of the conference, and the location
or publisher, if applicable. An in-text citation might look like (Davis 2021). The reference list entry
would follow this format: Davis, Michael. 2021. "Innovations in Renewable Energy Technologies."
Paper presented at the International Conference on Sustainable Futures, Paris, France, June 10-12.

Government Documents

Government documents are often cited by the issuing agency and the year. For instance, in-text:
(United States Census Bureau 2022). The reference list entry would typically include the agency as
author, the year, the title of the document (italicized), and publication details such as report
numbers or document identifiers. For example: United States Census Bureau. 2022. Population
Trends in Metropolitan Areas. Report No. 2022-05. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.

Formatting the Reference List

The reference list is a critical component of the Chicago author-date system, providing the complete
bibliographic information for every source cited in the text. It should be alphabetized by the author's
last name (or by title if no author is listed). Each entry should be formatted consistently according to
the specific rules for the type of source being cited. The 17th edition emphasizes clarity and
legibility, recommending double-spacing within and between entries, although single-spacing within
entries with a double space between is also common practice and often preferred for visual
separation.

A key formatting detail is the use of a hanging indent for each reference list entry. This means the
first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, while subsequent lines are indented. This visual
cue helps readers quickly scan the list and locate specific authors. For example:

Author, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City: Publisher.

Author, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page range.

Author, First Name. Year. "Title of Webpage." Website Name. URL. Accessed Date.

Maintaining this structured format across all entries ensures that the reference list is not only
compliant with the Chicago Manual of Style but also easily navigable for your readers, enhancing the
overall professionalism and scholarly rigor of your work.



Specific Author-Date Conventions and Best Practices

Adhering to specific conventions and best practices is essential for effective use of the Chicago
author-date system. One of the most important is consistency. Once you choose a format for a
particular type of source, apply it uniformly throughout your reference list and in-text citations. The
17th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed examples for nearly every conceivable
source, so consulting the manual directly is highly recommended for complex or unusual cases.

When paraphrasing or summarizing information, an in-text citation with the author's last name and
year is sufficient. However, for direct quotations, the page number is mandatory. This level of detail
is crucial for academic integrity. Furthermore, ensure that every source cited in your text appears in
your reference list, and vice versa. Any discrepancies can lead to accusations of plagiarism or
suggest a lack of thoroughness.

Consider the following best practices:

Always use the most current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date
guidelines.

When in doubt, consult the official manual or reliable online resources that are based on the
manual's principles.

Pay close attention to the punctuation, capitalization, and italicization requirements for each
element of a citation.

Proofread your citations carefully to catch any errors before submitting your work.

The author-date system, while seemingly straightforward, requires meticulous attention to detail. By
following these conventions and best practices, you can ensure your citations are accurate,
professional, and fully compliant with academic standards.

When to Use the Author-Date System

The author-date citation system is particularly well-suited for academic disciplines that demand
frequent referencing and where the quick identification of sources is beneficial for the flow of
argument. Fields such as sociology, political science, economics, psychology, biology, and other
natural sciences often adopt this system. Its prevalence in these areas stems from the fact that
research in these disciplines frequently builds upon a substantial body of existing literature, making
the direct link between in-text mentions and bibliographic details highly practical for readers
tracking arguments and evidence.

The 17th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style notes that the author-date system is an excellent
choice for dissertations, theses, journal articles, and books where a substantial number of sources
are cited. It streamlines the reader's experience by allowing them to locate the full reference



information without having to constantly consult footnotes or endnotes. This efficiency makes it an
attractive option for both writers and publishers aiming for a clear and accessible presentation of
scholarly work.

In summary, the author-date system is a powerful tool for academic citation, offering clarity and
efficiency. Its adaptability to various source types and its emphasis on direct attribution make it a
cornerstone of scholarly communication in many fields. By mastering its components and adhering
to the guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, writers can ensure their work is both
accurate and professionally presented.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago author-
date system and the notes-bibliography system?
A: The main difference lies in the placement and format of citations. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations (Author Year) directly within the text, linked to a reference list at the end.
The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a
bibliography at the end that provides full source details.

Q: When should I use page numbers in my Chicago author-
date in-text citations?
A: Page numbers are mandatory for direct quotations. They are also recommended when
paraphrasing or summarizing specific information from a particular section of a source, especially if
the material is complex or could be easily misunderstood without context.

Q: How do I cite a source with no known author in the Chicago
author-date system?
A: If no author is listed, you can use the title of the work in the in-text citation, often shortened if it's
long, or the name of the organization responsible for the work. In the reference list, the title of the
work moves to the author position. For example: (Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.) and Encyclopedia
Britannica. n.d. "Title of Entry."

Q: What does "et al." mean in a Chicago author-date citation?
A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." It is used in in-text citations when a source
has three or more authors. The citation will typically include the first author's last name followed by
"et al." and the year (e.g., (Smith et al. 2019)). The reference list entry will either list all authors or
use "et al." depending on the number of authors and specific Chicago style guidelines for the
reference list.



Q: How should I format the date in a Chicago author-date
reference list entry for a website?
A: For websites, you should include the most specific date available, such as the publication date or
last updated date. If no date is available, use "n.d." (no date). You should also include the date of
access, especially if the content might be ephemeral or subject to change.

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations in Chicago author-date
citations?
A: While some standard abbreviations are accepted (like "ed." for editor or "eds." for editors), the
Chicago Manual of Style generally advises against unnecessary abbreviations in citations to maintain
clarity and professionalism. Always check the manual for specific guidance on abbreviations.

Q: What is the purpose of the DOI in online journal article
citations?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for electronic documents.
Including it in your reference list entry for an online journal article provides a stable and reliable
link that readers can use to locate the article, even if the original URL changes. It is highly
recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style.

Q: Can I mix and match author-date and notes-bibliography
styles in the same paper?
A: No, you should choose one citation style and use it consistently throughout your entire paper.
Mixing styles can be confusing for readers and may be considered a violation of academic citation
standards.
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