CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE |17TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE
CITATIONS

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS REPRESENT A WIDELY ADOPTED AND SYSTEMATIC
APPROACH TO REFERENCING SOURCES WITHIN ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING. THIS METHOD, FAVORED FOR ITS CLARITY
AND EASE OF USE FOR BOTH WRITERS AND READERS, REQUIRES SPECIFIC IN-TEXT PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS AND A
CORRESPONDING BIBLIOGRAPHY. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, AVOIDING PLAGIARISM, AND ENSURING YOUR WORK IS CREDIBLE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE
INTO THE INTRICACIES OF CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM
BASIC IN"TEXT FORMATS TO DETAILED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES, AND EXPLORE COMMON CHALLENGES AND BEST PRACTICES FOR
IMPLEMENTING THIS CITATION STYLE EFFECTIVELY.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS OF AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS

THeE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY SYSTEMS FOR DOCUMENTING SOURCES: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
AND AUTHOR-DATE. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, EMPHASIZES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE
YEAR OF PUBLICATION WITHIN THE TEXT, PROVIDING A CONCISE REFERENCE THAT DIRECTS READERS TO A MORE COMPLETE ENTRY
IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. THIS SYSTEM IS PARTICULARLY PREVALENT IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND NATURAL SCIENCES, WHERE
TIMELY RESEARCH IS PARAMOUNT. UNLIKE THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, WHICH RELIES HEAVILY ON FOOTNOTES OR
ENDNOTES, THE AUTHOR-DATE METHOD PRIORITIZES BREVITY WITHIN THE NARRATIVE FLOW OF THE TEXT.

AT ITS CORE, THE AUTHOR™DATE SYSTEM INVOLVES TWO KEY COMPONENTS: THE IN"TEXT CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.
THE IN-TEXT CITATION, TYPICALLY PLACED AT THE END OF A SENTENCE OR CLAUSE THAT CONTAINS BORROWED INFORMATION,
INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR. IF A DIRECT QUOTATION IS USED, THE PAGE NUMBER IS ALSO
INCLUDED. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, APPEARING AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE ALPHABETICAL LIST OF
ALL SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT, OFFERING FULL PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR EACH. THIS DUAL STRUCTURE ENSURES THAT
READERS CAN EASILY TRACE THE ORIGIN OF EVERY PIECE OF INFORMATION PRESENTED IN YOUR W ORK.

CrAFTING IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH
EDITION

THE CONSTRUCTION OF IN-TEXT CITATIONS UNDER THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS
DESIGNED FOR CLARITY AND EFFICIENCY. THE MOST COMMON FORMAT INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY THE
YEAR OF PUBLICATION IN PARENTHESES. FOR INSTANCE, A GENERAL REFERENCE TO A SOURCE BY JOHN SMITH PUBLISHED IN 202 1
WOULD APPEAR AS (SMITH 202 1). THIS BREVITY ALLOWS THE TEXT TO FLOW WITHOUT UNDUE INTERRUPTION, YET
PROVIDES SUFFICIENT INFORMATION FOR THE READER TO LOCATE THE CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.



Basic PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

W/HEN PARAPHRASING OR SUMMARIZING INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE, THE BASIC AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT IS SUFFICIENT. You
WILL SIMPLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES. T IS ESSENTIAL TO
ENSURE THAT THE CITATION IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS THE INFORMATION IT REFERS TO, WHETHER AT THE END OF A SENTENCE,
CLAUSE, OR EVEN WITHIN A SENTENCE IF THE CONTEXT DEMANDS IT FOR CLARITY.

CITING DIRECT QUOTATIONS

FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS, THE IN-TEXT CITATION REQUIRES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, THE YEAR
OF PUBLICATION, AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) FROM WHICH THE QUOTE IS TAKEN. THIS IS TYPICALLY FORMATTED AS
(AuTHOR LAST NAME YEAR, PAGE NUMBER). FOR EXAMPLE, A DIRECT QUOTE WOULD BE CITED AS (SMITH 2021, 45). IF THE
QUOTE SPANS MULTIPLE PAGES, YOU WOULD USE “PP.” FOLLOWED BY THE PAGE RANGE, SUCH AS (SMITH 2021, 45-47).

CITING MULTIPLE AUTHORS

\W/HEN A SOURCE HAS TWO AUTHORS, BOTH LAST NAMES SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION, SEPARATED BY AN
AMPERSAND: (SMITH & Jones 2022). FOR SOURCES WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, THE CITATION LISTS THE FIRST AUTHOR'S
LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR: (SMITHET AL. 2023). THIS CONVENTION PREVENTS OVERLY LONG AND
CUMBERSOME CITATIONS, ESPECIALLY WHEN DEALING WITH WORKS BY LARGE TEAMS OF RESEARCHERS.

CITING WoRkS WITH No AUTHOR

IN INSTANCES WHERE A WORK LACKS A DISCERNIBLE AUTHOR, THE CITATION DEFAULTS TO THE TITLE OF THE WORK. IF THE TITLE
IS SHORT, THE ENTIRE TITLE IS USED IN THE CITATION, ITALICIZED. FOR LONGER TITLES, AN ABBREVIATED VERSION IS OFTEN
ACCEPTABLE, PROVIDED IT IS CLEAR ENOUGH TO IDENTIFY THE SOURCE. FOR EXAMPLE, A BOOK TITLED “THE HISTORY OF
CiITATION STYLES” MIGHT BE CITED AS (“HisTorY oF CiTATION STYLES” 2020). IF THE WORK IS A PERIODICAL OR A LONGER
WORK LIKE A JOURNAL ARTICLE, THE TITLE IS USUALLY NOT ITALICIZED IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION.

CITING MULTIPLE WORKS IN A SINGLE CITATION

\/HEN MULTIPLE SOURCES INFORM A SINGLE STATEMENT, THEY SHOULD BE LISTED WITHIN THE SAME PARENTHETICAL CITATION,
SEPARATED BY SEMICOLONS. THE ORDER OF THESE CITATIONS GENERALLY FOLLOWS THE ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF THE
AUTHORS' LAST NAMES: (ADAMS 2019; Baker 2020; CARTER 202 1). THIS KEEPS RELATED INFORMATION GROUPED AND
EFFICIENTLY DIRECTS THE READER TO THE RELEVANT SOURCES.

BUILDING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, AN INDISPENSABLE COMPONENT OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM,
SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF ALL SOURCES CONSULTED AND CITED WITHIN THE DOCUMENT. |T IS TYPICALLY ARRANGED
IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. EACH ENTRY PROVIDES A FULL CITATION, ALLOWING READERS TO
LOCATE AND CONSULT THE ORIGINAL SOURCES THEMSELVES. |HE DETAILED STRUCTURE OF EACH BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY IS
CRUCIAL FOR ENSURING ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS.

GENERAL FORMAT FOR Books

A STANDARD BOOK ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FOLLOWED BY THEIR FIRST NAME (AND
MIDDLE NAME OR INITIAL, IF PROVIDED). THEN COMES THE TITLE OF THE BOOK, ITALICIZED, FOLLOWED BY THE PUBLICATION
INFORMATION: THE CITY OF PUBLICATION, THE PUBLISHER, AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE: SMITH, JoHN. 202 1.



THE ART oF AcADEMIC WRITING. CHICAGO: UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS.

GENERAL FORMAT FOR JOURNAL ARTICLES

JOURNAL ARTICLE CITATIONS REQUIRE THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE ARTICLE TITLE (IN QUOTATION MARKS), THE NAME OF THE
JOURNAL (ITALICIZED), THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, OFTEN FOLLOWED BY A PAGE RANGE.
FOR INSTANCE: JONES, SARAH. 2022. “THe EvoLuTIoN oF CITATION STYLES.” JOURNAL oF ACADEMIC RESEARCH 15 (2):
112-130. DiciTaL OJecT IDENTIFIERS (DOIS) ARE INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT AND SHOULD BE INCLUDED IF AVAILABLE.

GENERAL FORMAT FOrR WEB PAGES

CITING WEB PAGES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INCLUDE THE AUTHOR (IF KNOWN), THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC
PAGE OR ARTICLE (IN QUOTATION MARKS), THE NAME OF THE OVERALL WEBSITE (ITALICIZED), THE PUBLICATION OR LAST
UPDATED DATE, AND THE URL. [F NO PUBLICATION DATE IS AVAILABLE, THE ACCESS DATE CAN BE INCLUDED. EXAMPLE: DOE,
JANE. “UNDERSTANDING CMOS AUTHOR-DATE.” WRITING RESOURCES ONLINE, OCTOBER 26, 2023.

HTTPS:/ /W W W. WRITINGRESOURCES.COM/ CMOS-AUTHORDATE. \WHEN NO AUTHOR IS LISTED, THE TITLE OF THE PAGE BEGINS THE
ENTRY.

FORMATTING PRINCIPLES

CONSISTENCY IS KEY IN BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMATTING. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM
MANDATES SPECIFIC PRACTICES REGARDING CAPITALIZATION, PUNCTUATION, AND THE ORDER OF ELEMENTS. For INSTANCE, BOOK
TITLES AND JOURNAL TITLES ARE ITALICIZED, WHILE ARTICLE TITLES AND CHAPTER TITLES ARE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS.
PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE USE OF COMMAS AND PERIODS TO ENSURE EACH ENTRY ADHERES TO THE STYLE GUIDE'S
SPECIFICATIONS.

HANDLING SPECIFIC SOURCE TYPES WITH AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS

THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR A WIDE ARRAY OF SOURCE
MATERIALS, ENSURING THAT DIVERSE FORMS OF INFORMATION CAN BE ACCURATELY AND CONSISTENTLY DOCUMENTED. BEYOND
BASIC BOOKS AND JOURNAL ARTICLES, IT ADDRESSES PUBLICATIONS SUCH AS GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS, REPORTS, UNPUBLISHED
WORKS, AND MULTIMEDIA. EACH SOURCE TYPE HAS A SPECIFIC FORMAT TO CAPTURE ESSENTIAL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA.

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS CAN BE TRICKY DUE TO VARYING AUTHORSHIP AND PUBLICATION STRUCTURES. T YPICALLY, THE NAME
OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT SERVES AS THE AUTHOR. THE TITLE OF THE DOCUMENT FOLLOWS, AND THEN
INFORMATION ABOUT THE PUBLICATION, INCLUDING THE REPORT NUMBER IF APPLICABLE, AND THE YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: UNITED
STATES, DEPARTMENT OF CoMMERCE. 2020. NATIONAL EconoMiC TRENDS REPORT. W/ ASHINGTON, DC: GOVERNMENT
PUBLISHING OFFICE.

ReporTs AND DISSERTATIONS

FOR REPORTS AND DISSERTATIONS, THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS LISTED FIRST. THE TITLE OF THE REPORT OR DISSERTATION IS THEN
PROVIDED, USUALLY IN ITALICS. DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF REPORT, YOU MAY INCLUDE THE ORGANIZATION THAT ISSUED IT,
AND FOR DISSERTATIONS, THE UNIVERSITY THAT GRANTED THE DEGREE. THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION OR COMPLETION IS THE FINAL
ELEMENT. EXAMPLE: BROWN, EMILY. 2019. A STupY ofF CITATION HABITS. MASTER'S THESIS, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS.



ONLINE RESOURCES AND DATABASES

CITING ONLINE RESOURCES REQUIRES A CLEAR PATHWAY FOR THE READER TO ACCESS THE MATERIAL. IN ADDITION TO AUTHOR
(IF KNO\)VN) AND TITLE, IT IS CRUCIAL TO INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE WEBSITE, THE PUBLICATION DATE OR LAST MODIFIED DATE,
AND THE URL. IF NO DATE IS AVAILABLE, THE DATE OF ACCESS IS OFTEN INCLUDED. FOR EXTENSIVE ONLINE WORKS, SUCH AS
THOSE FOUND IN ACADEMIC DATABASES, PROVIDING THE DATABASE NAME CAN ALSO BE HELPFUL, THOUGH NOT ALWAYS
MANDATORY.

W orks wiITH No DATE oF PUBLICATION

\W/HEN A PUBLICATION LACKS A SPECIFIC DATE, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM EMPLOYS THE ABBREVIATION “N.D.” IN PLACE OF THE
YEAR IN BOTH THE IN-TEXT CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR EXAMPLE, AN IN-TEXT CITATION MIGHT APPEAR AS (MILLER
N.D.), AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WOULD REFLECT THIS. |T IS ALWAYS BEST TO EXHAUST ALL EFFORTS TO FIND A
PUBLICATION DATE BEFORE RESORTING TO “N.D.”

CoMMoN CHALLENGES AND SoLUTIONS IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE
REFERENCING

NAVIGATING THE INTRICACIES OF ANY CITATION STYLE CAN PRESENT CHALLENGES, AND THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH
EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS NO EXCEPTION. W/RITERS FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTER DIFFICULTIES WITH INCONSISTENT
FORMATTING, LOCATING NECESSARY BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, AND CORRECTLY CITING LESS COMMON SOURCE TYPES.
ADDRESSING THESE ISSUES PROACTIVELY CAN SAVE CONSIDERABLE TIME AND EFFORT.

INCONSISTENT FORMATTING

ONE OF THE MOST PREVALENT ISSUES IS MAINTAINING CONSISTENT FORMATTING ACROSS ALL CITATIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHIC
ENTRIES. THIS CAN STEM FROM VARIATIONS IN HOW INFORMATION IS EXTRACTED FROM SOURCES OR FROM USING DIFFERENT
CITATION TOOLS. THE SOLUTION LIES IN DILIGENTLY CONSULTING THE CMOS 17 TH EDITION GUIDE FOR EACH ELEMENT AND
SOURCE TYPE, OR BY EMPLOYING RELIABLE CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE THAT CAN BE CONFIGURED TO ADHERE TO
CHICAGO STYLE.

LOCATING BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

FINDING ALL THE REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR A BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY CAN BE DIFFICULT, ESPECIALLY WITH OLDER OR LESS
FORMALLY PUBLISHED MATERIALS. KEY DETAILS LIKE PUBLICATION DATES, AUTHOR NAMES, OR PUBLISHERS MIGHT BE MISSING. IN
SUCH CASES, IT'S ESSENTIAL TO LOOK FOR COPYRIGHT PAGES, TITLE PAGES, AND EVEN ONLINE ARCHIVES OR PUBLISHER
WEBSITES. IF A PIECE OF INFORMATION IS TRULY UNOBTAINABLE, DOCUMENT THAT EFFORT, BUT DO NOT INVENT IT.

CITING ANCILLARY MATERIALS

\W/HEN DEALING WITH SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS LIKE ONLINE APPENDICES, ACCOMPANYING DATA SETS, OR MEDIA FILES, THEIR
CITATION WITHIN THE AUTHOR-DATE FRAMEWORK REQUIRES SPECIFIC ATTENTION. THE CMOS PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR THESE,
OFTEN INVOLVING NOTING THEIR EXISTENCE AND LOCATION IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, OR INTEGRATING THEM INTO THE PRIMARY
CITATION IF THEY ARE DIRECTLY REFERENCED. CLEAR DESCRIPTIVE TITLES AND URLS ARE PARAMOUNT.

ELECTRONIC SOURCES WITH DYNAMIC CONTENT

\W/EBSITES THAT ARE FREQUENTLY UPDATED OR THAT HAVE DYNAMIC CONTENT CAN POSE A CHALLENGE FOR CITATION BECAUSE



THE INFORMATION A READER ACCESSES MIGHT DIFFER FROM WHAT THE WRITER ACCESSED. IN THESE CASES, IT IS CRUCIAL TO
NOTE THE DATE OF ACCESS AND, IF POSSIBLE, TO CAPTURE A STABLE VERSION OR SPECIFIC URL THAT POINTS TO THE CONTENT
AT A PARTICULAR TIME.

BesT PRACTICES FOR IMPLEMENTING CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH
EbiTioN AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS

TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND PROFESSIONALISM WHEN USING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE
CITATIONS, ADOPTING A SET OF BEST PRACTICES IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. THESE PRACTICES NOT ONLY STREAMLINE THE
CITATION PROCESS BUT ALSO ENHANCE THE CREDIBILITY AND READABILITY OF YOUR WORK, CONTRIBUTING TO A STRONGER
ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION.

START EARLY AND CITE AS You WRITE

ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES IS TO BEGIN CITING SOURCES AS SOON AS YOU START WRITING. RATHER THAN
ATTEMPTING TO RETROACTIVELY INSERT ALL YOUR CITATIONS AND BUILD YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END, INTEGRATE THEM
INTO YOUR DRAFT FROM THE OUTSET. THIS APPROACH SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES THE RISK OF MISSING CITATIONS,
MISATTRIBUTING INFORMATION, OR FORGETTING WHICH SOURCE A PARTICULAR PIECE OF DATA CAME FROM. USE PLACEHOLDER
CITATIONS IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THE EXACT FORMAT INITIALLY, BUT ALWAYS MAKE A NOTE TO RETURN AND PERFECT THEM.

MAINTAIN A RUNNING BIBLIOGRAPHY

AS YOU GATHER RESEARCH, CREATE AND MAINTAIN A RUNNING BIBLIOGRAPHY. THIS LIST SHOULD INCLUDE ALL POTENTIAL
SOURCES YOU MIGHT USE, ALONG WITH THEIR COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. THIS NOT ONLY MAKES THE FINAL
BIBLIOGRAPHY CONSTRUCTION MUCH EASIER BUT ALSO SERVES AS AN ORGANIZED RECORD OF YOUR RESEARCH MATERIALS.
REGULARLY UPDATE THIS LIST WITH NEW SOURCES YOU DISCOVER.

UTILize STYLE GUIDES AND RESOURCES

ALWAYS HAVE A RELIABLE COPY OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, 17TH EDITION, READILY ACCESSIBLE. MANY ACADEMIC
INSTITUTIONS ALSO PROVIDE STYLE GUIDES AND EXAMPLES TAILORED TO THIS SPECIFIC EDITION AND THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM. ONLINE RESOURCES AND CITATION GENERATORS CAN BE HELPFUL, BUT THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE CROSS-REFERENCED
WITH THE OFFICIAL MANUAL TO ENSURE ACCURACY, AS THEY CAN SOMETIMES CONTAIN ERRORS OR MISINTERPRETATIONS.

PROOFREAD METICULOUSLY

BEFORE SUBMITTING ANY WORK, CONDUCT A THOROUGH PROOFREAD OF ALL IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. CHeck
FOR CONSISTENCY IN FORMATTING, ACCURACY OF AUTHOR NAMES, DATES, TITLES, AND PAGE NUMBERS. EVEN MINOR ERRORS CAN
DETRACT FROM THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR WRITING AND RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RIGOR OF YOUR RESEARCH. PAYING
ATTENTION TO DETAILS IN YOUR CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS DEMONSTRATES YOUR
COMMITMENT TO SCHOLARLY STANDARDS.

Be CoNsISTENT WITH PAGE NUMBERS

W/HEN QUOTING DIRECTLY, ENSURE THAT PAGE NUMBERS ARE ALWAYS INCLUDED. FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, CONSIDER
WHETHER A PAGE NUMBER ADDS NECESSARY CLARITY TO THE READER'S ABILITY TO LOCATE THE SPECIFIC INFORMATION WITHIN A
LENGTHY SOURCE. WHILE NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY FOR PARAPHRASES, INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS CAN BE A GOOD PRACTICE
FOR CRITICAL PASSAGES AND CAN BE NOTED IN YOUR IN-TEXT CITATION IF HELPFUL.



UNDERSTAND YOUR AUDIENCE AND DISCIPLINE

WHILE THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS A STANDARD, SOME DISCIPLINES OR SPECIFIC
PUBLICATIONS MIGHT HAVE MINOR VARIATIONS OR PREFERENCES. ALWAYS CONFIRM THE EXACT REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR
INSTRUCTOR, PUBLISHER, OR JOURNAL. (UNDERSTANDING THE CONVENTIONS WITHIN YOUR SPECIFIC FIELD CAN HELP YOU ADAPT
THE STYLE APPROPRIATELY AND AVOID COMMON PITFALLS.

FAQ

QI \WHAT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN HOW SOURCES ARE CITED WITHIN THE TEXT. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES BRIEF
PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS (AUTHOR YEAR) IN THE TEXT, DIRECTING READERS TO A FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS, WITH A SEPARATE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR FULL
SOURCE DETAILS.

Q: WHeN sHouLD | use THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH EDITION AUTHOR-
DATE CITATION STYLE?

A: THE AUTHOR-DATE STYLE IS COMMONLY PREFERRED IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND NATURAL SCIENCES BECAUSE IT HIGHLIGHTS
THE CURRENCY OF RESEARCH. |T IS ALSO A GOOD CHOICE WHEN YOU WANT TO PROVIDE A QUICK REFERENCE FOR READERS
WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW OF YOUR TEXT WITH EXTENSIVE FOOTNOTES.

Q: How po | CITE A WORK WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS USING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-
DATE SYSTEM?

A: FOR TWO AUTHORS, LIST BOTH LAST NAMES SEPARATED BY AN AMPERSAND: (SMITH & Jones 2022). FOR THREE OR MORE
AUTHORS, LIST THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR: (SMITHET AL. 2023).

QI WHAT IS THE CORRECT FORMAT FOR A DIRECT QUOTATION IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-
DATE IN-TEXT CITATIONS?

A: FOR A DIRECT QUOTATION, INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE NUMBER(S) IN
PARENTHESES: (SMITH 2021, 45). FOR A RANGE OF PAGES, USE “Pp.”: (SMITH 2021, 45-47).

Q: How po | CITE A WEB PAGE WITH NO AUTHOR IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: IF A WEB PAGE HAS NO AUTHOR, BEGIN THE IN-TEXT CITATION WITH THE TITLE OF THE PAGE (OR AN ABBREVIATED VERSION IF
IT'S LONG), FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: (“UNDERSTANDING CMOS” 2023). IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE ENTRY
WILL ALSO START WITH THE TITLE.

Q: WHAT SHOULD | DO IF A SOURCE HAS NO PUBLICATION DATE FOR CHICAGO
AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS?

A: W/HEN A SOURCE LACKS A PUBLICATION DATE, USE THE ABBREVIATION “ND.” (NO DATE) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR IN BOTH THE
IN-TEXT CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR EXAMPLE: (MILLER N.D.).



Q: Does THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17 TH EDITION AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM
REQUIRE SPECIFIC CAPITALIZATION FOR TITLES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY?

A: YES/ TITLES OF BOOKS AND JOURNALS ARE TYPICALLY CAPITALIZED USING TITLE CASE (MAJOR W ORDS CAPITALIZED) AND
ITALICIZED. TITLES OF ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS ARE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS AND ALSO USE TITLE CASE. ALWAYS
REFER TO THE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES IN THE MANUAL FOR PRECISE RULES.

Q: CAN | USE A CITATION GENERATOR FOR CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE 17TH EDITION
AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS?

A: CITATION GENERATORS CAN BE HELPFUL TOOLS, BUT THEY SHOULD BE USED WITH CAUTION. ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK THE
OUTPUT AGAINST THE OFFICIAL CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 17TH EDITION FOR ACCURACY, AS THESE TOOLS CAN SOMETIMES
MAKE ERRORS OR OMIT CRUCIAL DETAILS.

QI WHAT IS THE GENERAL ORDER OF ELEMENTS FOR A BOOK ENTRY IN THE CHICAGO
AUTHOR-DATE BIBLIOGRAPHY?

A: A TYPICAL BOOK ENTRY INCLUDES: AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. YEAR. TITLE ofF Book. CITY OF PUBLICATION:
PUBLISHER. FOR EXAMPLE: JOHNSON, ROBERT. 2020. RESEARCH METHODS IN SOCIoLOGY. NEW Y ORK: ROUTLEDGE.

Q: How DO | ENSURE MY BIBLIOGRAPHY IS ALPHABETIZED CORRECTLY IN THE CHICAGO
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. IF TWO AUTHORS HAVE THE SAME LAST NAME,
ALPHABETIZE BY THEIR FIRST INITIAL. [F THE WORK HAS NO AUTHOR, ALPHABETIZE BY THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT WORD OF THE TITLE
(IGNORING ARTICLES LIkE “A " “AN,” AND “THe").
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