
chicago manual legal footnotes examples
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive guide for writers on a vast array of
citation and formatting issues, and its principles are particularly relevant when dealing with
academic legal writing. Understanding Chicago manual legal footnotes examples is crucial for
anyone aiming for clarity, accuracy, and adherence to scholarly standards. This article delves deep
into the intricacies of legal citation within the CMOS framework, offering practical examples and
detailed explanations. We will explore the fundamental differences between notes and bibliography,
the essential components of a legal footnote, and how to cite various legal sources, including
statutes, cases, and secondary legal materials, all according to CMOS guidelines. Navigating these
nuances ensures that your legal arguments are presented with the highest degree of professionalism
and credibility.
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Understanding CMOS Footnotes vs. Bibliography
The Chicago Manual of Style presents two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. For legal writing, particularly in academic contexts or when extensive
source referencing is required, the notes-bibliography system is generally preferred. This system
utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources directly within the text, providing immediate reference
for the reader without disrupting the narrative flow. The bibliography then serves as a consolidated
list of all sources cited, offering a comprehensive overview of the research undertaken.

The distinction between footnotes and a bibliography is fundamental. Footnotes are designed for
immediate reader access to the specific source being referenced at that precise point in the text.
They are granular, pointing to a particular page or section of a source. A bibliography, conversely, is
a broader compilation. While it lists all cited sources, its primary purpose is to give a reader an
overview of the research landscape and to facilitate further exploration of the topics discussed. In
legal scholarship employing CMOS, the footnote often contains the complete citation for the first
mention of a source, with subsequent citations becoming shortened or using "ibid.".

Essential Components of a Chicago Manual Legal
Footnote
A well-constructed Chicago manual legal footnote, particularly for primary legal sources, typically
includes several key pieces of information to ensure unambiguous identification of the cited
material. The exact order and format can vary slightly depending on the type of legal source, but the
core elements remain consistent. These elements are designed to allow any reader, regardless of
their familiarity with a specific legal database or reporter system, to locate the referenced material.



At a minimum, a legal footnote will require an author or originating entity, a title (if applicable and
distinct from the source type), publication details (like reporter, volume, and page number), and a
specific pinpoint reference. For cases, this means the case name, reporter citation, and the pinpoint
page. For statutes, it involves the statute’s name or title, the code section, and the year of enactment
or codification. Understanding these core components is the first step toward mastering legal
citation under CMOS.

Citing Primary Legal Sources
Primary legal sources are the bedrock of legal research, encompassing judicial opinions (cases) and
legislative enactments (statutes). The Chicago Manual of Style offers specific guidelines for citing
these foundational documents. Accuracy in citing these sources is paramount, as it directly impacts
the authority and reliability of your legal arguments. These citations must be precise enough for a
reader to locate the exact text you are referencing.

Citing Court Cases

Citing court cases under CMOS requires specific elements to identify the ruling and the reporter in
which it is published. You need the case name, the volume and abbreviation of the reporter system,
the starting page number of the case, and a pinpoint page citation. The official reporter is generally
preferred if one exists, but widely accepted unofficial reporters are also permissible. For instance,
citing a Supreme Court case would follow a distinct format from a state appellate court decision.

An example of a federal case citation in a footnote would be:

1. Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137, 177 (1803).

This example includes the case name, the volume and abbreviation of the U.S. Reports, the first page
of the case, and the specific page being referenced (177). The year of decision is also typically
included.

Citing Statutes

Citing statutes involves identifying the specific legislative act and its location within a codified set of
laws. This includes the title or name of the act, the relevant code, the section number, and the year
of publication or enactment. Unlike case citations, statutes are often cited by their official or
commonly accepted name and the codal designation. The pinpoint citation for a statute refers to the
specific section within the code.

A typical footnote citation for a federal statute might look like this:

2. 15 U.S.C. § 78j (2018).

Here, “15 U.S.C.” refers to Title 15 of the United States Code, “§ 78j” is the specific section, and
“(2018)” indicates the year of the code’s publication or the relevant supplement containing the
section. For state statutes, the format would adapt to the specific state’s codification system.



Citing Secondary Legal Sources
Secondary legal sources, such as law review articles, books, and treatises, are crucial for providing
context, analysis, and scholarly commentary on primary legal materials. CMOS provides clear
guidelines for citing these sources, ensuring that their contributions to legal discourse are properly
acknowledged. These citations often resemble those for other academic disciplines but with specific
considerations for legal authorship and publication.

Citing Law Review Articles

When citing a law review article, the footnote should include the author's full name, the title of the
article (in quotation marks), the volume number of the journal, the name of the journal (abbreviated
in a standard way), the first page number of the article, and a pinpoint page citation. The year of
publication is also included, often in parentheses.

An example of a law review article citation:

3. Charles A. Reich, The New Property, 73 Yale L.J. 733, 737 (1964).

This example provides the author, article title, journal volume and abbreviation, the article's starting
page, and the specific page referenced. Standard abbreviations for law reviews are often used,
which can be found in resources like the Bluebook or the CMOS itself.

Citing Legal Books and Treatises

Citing legal books and treatises follows a format similar to citing other academic books. The footnote
requires the author's full name, the title of the book (in italics), the publication city, the publisher,
the publication year, and the specific page number being cited. For widely recognized legal
treatises, specific citation conventions might exist, but the general CMOS principles apply.

A typical citation for a legal book:

4. Laurence H. Tribe, American Constitutional Law 150 (2d ed. 1988).

This citation includes the author, book title, edition information, publication details, and the pinpoint
page. It’s important to note the inclusion of edition information if it’s not the first edition.

Examples of Chicago Manual Legal Footnotes in
Practice
Putting these principles into practice is key to mastering Chicago manual legal footnotes examples.
The following examples illustrate how to cite different types of legal sources within a continuous
narrative, demonstrating the progression of citations from a full initial mention to subsequent
shortened forms or the use of "ibid." This progression is a hallmark of the notes-bibliography system.

Imagine a scholarly article discussing a landmark Supreme Court case and its subsequent legislative
impact. The first mention of the case would be a full citation:



1. Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

If the next reference is to the same case and page, "ibid." would be used:

2. Ibid.

If a subsequent footnote refers to the same case but a different page:

3. Ibid., at 444.

For a later footnote referencing the same case but introduced by other citations:

4. Miranda, 384 U.S. at 467.

Citing a relevant statute would follow its own format:

5. 18 U.S.C. § 3501 (2018).

And a secondary source like a law review article:

6. Erwin Chemerinsky, Constitutional Law: Principles and Policies 500 (6th ed. 2019).

These examples demonstrate the flow and conciseness achieved through proper CMOS legal
footnote formatting.

Advanced Legal Citation in CMOS
Beyond the fundamental examples, Chicago manual legal footnotes examples extend to more
complex scenarios, including citing legislative history, administrative decisions, and unpublished
materials. The CMOS provides detailed guidance for these less common, but often crucial, legal
sources to ensure comprehensive and accurate referencing.

For instance, legislative history might involve citing committee reports, hearings, or debates. These
citations need to clearly identify the legislative body, the specific report or hearing, and the relevant
page numbers. Similarly, administrative decisions from agencies like the National Labor Relations
Board or the Securities and Exchange Commission require specific formats that distinguish them
from judicial opinions.

Furthermore, citing unpublished materials, such as manuscripts, letters, or oral histories, demands
careful attention to detail regarding their accessibility and format. The goal across all these
advanced scenarios is to provide enough information for the reader to locate and verify the source
material, upholding the rigorous standards of legal scholarship.

The ability to accurately cite a wide range of legal sources is a hallmark of sophisticated legal



writing. By adhering to the principles outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style, authors can ensure
their work is not only credible but also easily verifiable. Mastering these citation practices, from
basic case and statute citations to more complex administrative and unpublished materials, is an
ongoing process for any legal scholar or practitioner aiming for clarity and precision.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between using footnotes and
a bibliography in the Chicago Manual of Style for legal
writing?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography system, commonly used for legal writing,
footnotes provide immediate, specific citations to sources within the text. A bibliography, conversely,
is a comprehensive list of all sources cited in the work, offering a broader overview and enabling
further research.

Q: How do I cite a U.S. Supreme Court case for the first time
in a Chicago manual legal footnote?
A: For the first citation of a U.S. Supreme Court case, you would typically include the case name, the
volume and abbreviation of the U.S. Reports, the first page the case appears on, and a pinpoint page
citation, followed by the year of decision. For example: Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483,
495 (1954).

Q: What is the correct format for citing a federal statute in a
Chicago manual legal footnote?
A: Citing a federal statute involves the title number of the U.S. Code, the abbreviation "U.S.C.," the
section symbol (§), the specific section number, and the year of the code's publication or supplement.
For example: 42 U.S.C. § 1983 (2018).

Q: How should I cite a law review article in a Chicago manual
legal footnote?
A: To cite a law review article, include the author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the
journal's volume number, the abbreviated journal title, the article's first page, and a pinpoint page
citation, usually followed by the year of publication in parentheses. Example: Richard Rorty, The
Contingency of Community: American Pragmatism and the Politics of Inclusion, 108 Harv. L. Rev.
1700, 1705 (1995).

Q: What does "ibid." mean in Chicago manual legal footnotes?
A: "Ibid." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "in the same place." In Chicago manual legal footnotes, it



is used to refer to the immediately preceding footnote's source when both the source and the
pinpoint page are the same. If the source is the same but the pinpoint page differs, you would use
"Ibid., at [new page number]."

Q: When do I use shortened citations for legal sources in
Chicago manual footnotes?
A: After the first full citation of a source, subsequent references to the same source can be
shortened. This typically includes the author's last name (or a shortened title for institutional
authors), a shortened version of the title if necessary, and the pinpoint page. For cases, it's often just
the case name and the pinpoint page.

Q: How do Chicago manual legal footnotes handle citing books
or treatises?
A: For books and treatises, a Chicago manual legal footnote requires the author's full name, the title
of the book in italics, the publication city, the publisher, the publication year, and the specific page
number. If it's not the first edition, edition information should also be included, such as: 2 John H.
Bauman, Legal Aspects of Real Estate 301 (3d ed. 2000).
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