
chicago manual indirect reference style
The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone of academic and professional writing, offering
comprehensive guidelines for manuscript preparation and citation. Navigating its nuances,
particularly the Chicago Manual indirect reference style, is crucial for ensuring clarity,
credibility, and adherence to scholarly standards. This style, often referred to as
paraphrasing or summarizing, involves presenting an author's ideas in your own words
without direct quotation. Understanding its application, distinguishing it from direct citation,
and mastering the proper in-text attribution are essential for avoiding plagiarism and
strengthening your arguments. This article will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual indirect reference style, covering its purpose, proper implementation, common
pitfalls, and best practices for effective academic communication.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual Indirect
Reference Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic writers, and
its approach to indirect referencing is no exception. An indirect reference, in the context of
CMOS, is the act of paraphrasing or summarizing the work of another author. This means
restating their ideas, arguments, or findings using your own vocabulary and sentence
structure. It is a critical skill that allows writers to integrate external knowledge seamlessly
into their own discourse without resorting to lengthy direct quotations. Mastering this style
ensures that the original author's intellectual property is acknowledged appropriately while
demonstrating the writer's understanding and synthesis of the material.

The core principle behind indirect referencing is to demonstrate comprehension. When you
can effectively paraphrase or summarize an idea, it signifies that you have grasped its
essence and can articulate it in a way that fits your own narrative. This is distinct from
simply copying and pasting text, which can be seen as a superficial engagement with the
source material. CMOS emphasizes that clarity, conciseness, and accurate representation of
the source are paramount in all forms of citation, including indirect references.



The Purpose and Importance of Indirect
References

Indirect references serve multiple vital purposes in academic writing. Primarily, they allow
writers to maintain a cohesive and fluid narrative. Overreliance on direct quotations can
lead to choppy prose, making the text cumbersome to read. By paraphrasing or
summarizing, writers can weave source material into their own arguments more smoothly,
ensuring that their voice remains prominent. Furthermore, indirect referencing
demonstrates a deeper understanding of the source material. It shows that the writer has
processed the information and can explain it in their own terms, a key indicator of critical
thinking and analysis.

Another crucial function of indirect referencing is conciseness. Often, an author’s point can
be conveyed more succinctly in a paraphrase than in their original wording, especially if the
original text is dense or contains extraneous detail. This helps writers adhere to word count
limits and keeps the reader focused on the essential argument. Finally, and perhaps most
importantly, proper indirect referencing is essential for avoiding plagiarism. By
acknowledging the original source of the ideas, even when rephrased, writers uphold
academic integrity and give credit where it is due.

Distinguishing Indirect References from Direct
Quotations

The fundamental difference between an indirect reference and a direct quotation lies in the
verbatim nature of the latter. A direct quotation uses the exact words from the source,
enclosed in quotation marks (or set off as a block quote if lengthy), and requires precise
citation of the page number. In contrast, an indirect reference involves reformulating the
source material entirely in the writer's own words. While direct quotes are useful for
preserving the author's precise phrasing or for analyzing specific language, indirect
references are preferred for integrating general ideas or summarizing larger points. It's
imperative to ensure that even when paraphrasing, the meaning and intent of the original
author are not distorted. The goal is to rephrase, not to alter the core message.

Methods of Indirect Referencing in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citing sources: the notes and bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both systems accommodate indirect references. In the
notes and bibliography system, indirect references are typically handled through footnotes
or endnotes, with a corresponding entry in the bibliography. The author-date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations that directly reference the author and year of publication,
also pointing to a full entry in a reference list. The core of indirect referencing remains the
same across both systems: presenting the idea in your own words and then providing
attribution.



When paraphrasing, writers must be careful not to simply swap out a few words or change
the sentence order slightly. This constitutes patchwriting, which is a form of plagiarism.
True paraphrasing requires a thorough understanding of the source material and the ability
to express it in a fundamentally different way. Summarizing is an even broader form of
indirect reference, where you condense a larger portion of the source material, such as a
chapter or an entire article, into a few sentences or a paragraph. Regardless of the length
of the material being indirectly referenced, accurate attribution is non-negotiable.

In-Text Citations for Indirect References

In-text citations are the brief signals within your text that direct the reader to the full source
information. The specific format of these citations depends on the Chicago style system you
are employing. For the notes and bibliography system, a brief note (footnote or endnote) is
typically used. This note will include the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (if
necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number
where the idea can be found in the original source. While page numbers are not strictly
mandatory for paraphrases in the notes system, their inclusion is highly recommended by
CMOS as it significantly aids readers in locating the original source of the idea, thereby
enhancing transparency and credibility.

For the author-date system, indirect references are cited parenthetically within the text.
This usually takes the form of (Author Last Name Year, page number). Again, the page
number is not always strictly required for paraphrases, but CMOS strongly advises its
inclusion. For instance, if you are paraphrasing an idea from page 45 of a book by John
Smith published in 2020, your in-text citation might look like (Smith 2020, 45). This
parenthetical citation directly links your restated idea to its origin, ensuring that the reader
can easily verify the information and explore the source further.

Common Structures for In-Text Citations

Here are some common structures for in-text citations when using indirect references in
Chicago style:

Notes and Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):

First mention: John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: Publisher, 2020), 45.1.

Subsequent mentions (same source): Smith, Art of Writing, 62.2.

Subsequent mentions (same source, immediately following): Smith, 62.3.

Subsequent mentions (paraphrase, page number optional but recommended):4.
For example, when discussing the importance of clear prose, a writer might have
a footnote indicating: John Smith, The Art of Writing, 45.



Author-Date System (Parenthetical):

(Smith 2020, 45)1.

If the author is mentioned in the text: As Smith argues, clear prose is essential2.
(2020, 45).

For paraphrases, the page number is optional but good practice: (Smith 2020).3.

It's important to remember that the specific details of the citation (e.g., inclusion of
shortened titles) may vary based on whether it's the first or subsequent citation of a
particular source and the need to distinguish between multiple works by the same author.

The Role of the Bibliography or Works Cited Page

Regardless of whether you use the notes and bibliography system or the author-date
system, a comprehensive bibliography or reference list is a fundamental component of
proper citation. This list appears at the end of your document and provides the full
publication details for every source you have cited in your work. For indirect references, the
bibliography entry will contain all the necessary information for a reader to locate the
original source, including the author's name, the full title of the work, publication
information (place, publisher, year), and other relevant details such as volume or edition
numbers.

The bibliography serves as a complete record of your research. It allows readers to follow
your intellectual trail, verify your claims, and explore the sources you consulted for
themselves. The formatting of bibliography entries in Chicago style is highly detailed and
follows specific conventions for different types of sources (books, journal articles, websites,
etc.). Ensuring that every indirect reference in your text corresponds accurately to an entry
in your bibliography is a critical step in maintaining academic integrity.

When to Use Indirect References

Indirect references are a versatile tool and should be employed throughout academic
writing. They are particularly useful when you want to:

Integrate supporting evidence into your own arguments.



Explain a concept or theory from another scholar.

Summarize the findings of a study or the main points of an article.

Contrast or compare ideas from different sources.

Build upon the work of previous researchers.

When the precise wording of the original author is not as important as the idea being
conveyed.

Conversely, direct quotations are generally reserved for instances where the original
wording is crucial for analysis, where the language is particularly impactful or unique, or
when discussing the historical context or stylistic features of the original text. A judicious
mix of both direct and indirect referencing often results in the most effective and well-
supported scholarly work.

Advantages of Using Indirect References

Employing indirect references offers several significant advantages to writers. Firstly, it
enhances the flow and readability of your text. By paraphrasing and summarizing, you can
seamlessly incorporate external ideas into your own prose, creating a more cohesive and
engaging reading experience for your audience. This often leads to a more sophisticated
and authoritative tone, as it showcases your ability to synthesize information effectively.

Secondly, indirect referencing allows for greater conciseness. You can often convey the
essence of an author's argument in fewer words than their original phrasing, which is
invaluable when adhering to strict word limits or when the original text might be overly
verbose. This ability to distill complex ideas into digestible summaries demonstrates a deep
understanding of the material. Lastly, effective indirect referencing contributes to a more
original and analytical voice. Instead of merely presenting a string of quotes, you are
actively engaging with the source material, interpreting it, and integrating it into your own
unique perspective. This active engagement is a hallmark of strong scholarly writing.

Potential Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite its benefits, indirect referencing can be a source of unintentional plagiarism if not
handled with care. One of the most common pitfalls is patchwriting, where a writer takes
the original text and makes minor changes, such as substituting synonyms or rearranging
sentence structures, without truly rephrasing the idea. This is still considered plagiarism
because the original sentence structure and core phrasing remain too close to the source.
To avoid this, try reading the source material, setting it aside, and then writing the idea
down in your own words from memory before referring back to the original to ensure
accuracy.



Another pitfall is misrepresenting the original author's intent or meaning. When
paraphrasing, it is crucial to maintain the exact meaning of the source. If you are unsure
about the nuances of a particular passage, it is often safer to use a direct quotation or to
consult additional sources for clarification. Finally, failing to cite at all is the most serious
pitfall. Every idea, fact, or argument that is not your own original thought must be
attributed to its source, whether through direct quotation or indirect reference. Always err
on the side of caution and cite liberally.

Best Practices for Effective Indirect Referencing

To ensure your indirect references are accurate, ethical, and effective, follow these best
practices. Firstly, always strive for complete comprehension of the source material before
attempting to paraphrase or summarize. Understand the author's argument thoroughly.
Secondly, use your own words and sentence structures exclusively. Do not simply
rearrange phrases or substitute synonyms. Rewrite the idea as if you were explaining it to
someone who has not read the original source.

Thirdly, always attribute the idea to the original author. This means providing an in-text
citation that directs the reader to the full bibliographic information. For the notes and
bibliography system, a footnote or endnote is required, and for the author-date system, a
parenthetical citation is necessary. Fourthly, and this is particularly important for indirect
references in Chicago style, include the page number(s) from the original source in your
citation. While not always strictly mandatory for paraphrases, CMOS strongly recommends
it as it greatly aids verification and research for your readers. Finally, review your work
carefully for any instances where you may have inadvertently relied too heavily on the
original wording or failed to provide adequate attribution.

Chicago Manual Indirect Reference Style in Practice:
Examples

To illustrate the application of the Chicago Manual indirect reference style, consider the
following examples. Imagine a source states: "The economic downturn of the late 1920s
profoundly impacted industrial output across the nation, leading to widespread
unemployment and a significant decrease in consumer spending."

Example of a weak paraphrase (patchwriting): The economic recession of the late
1920s severely affected national industrial production, causing extensive joblessness and a
large drop in consumer expenditures.

This example is weak because it uses many of the same words and the sentence structure
is very similar to the original. It does not demonstrate sufficient originality.

Example of a strong paraphrase (indirect reference): According to historian Jane Doe,
the economic hardships of the late 1920s resulted in a substantial decline in manufacturing



across the United States, which in turn led to increased unemployment and reduced
consumer demand.

Assuming this is from page 78 of Doe's book, published in 2018, here are how the citations
would appear:

Notes and Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):

Jane Doe, The American Economy in Crisis (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,1.
2018), 78.

Author-Date System (Parenthetical):

(Doe 2018, 78)1.

These examples showcase how to effectively rephrase an idea while still providing clear
and accurate attribution, adhering to the principles of the Chicago Manual indirect
reference style.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct
quotation and an indirect reference in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is that a direct quotation uses the exact wording from the source,
enclosed in quotation marks, while an indirect reference (paraphrase or summary) restates
the source's ideas in your own words and sentence structure.

Q: Is it necessary to include a page number when
indirectly referencing a source in Chicago style?
A: While not always strictly mandatory for paraphrases, the Chicago Manual of Style
strongly recommends including the page number(s) from the original source in your in-text
citation for indirect references, as it aids readers in locating the specific information.

Q: What is patchwriting and how can I avoid it when



using indirect references in Chicago style?
A: Patchwriting occurs when you make minor changes to an original text, such as
substituting synonyms or altering sentence order slightly, without truly rephrasing the idea
in your own words. To avoid it, thoroughly understand the source, set it aside, and then
write the idea in your own words before verifying accuracy against the original.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style have different
rules for indirect references depending on the type of
source (e.g., book vs. journal article)?
A: The fundamental principles of indirect referencing remain the same across different
source types. However, the specific formatting of the in-text citation and the full
bibliographic entry will vary according to the type of source, as detailed in the Chicago
Manual of Style.

Q: When should I prioritize using an indirect reference
over a direct quotation?
A: You should prioritize indirect references when you want to integrate an idea smoothly
into your own argument, summarize a larger point, explain a concept concisely, or when
the precise wording of the original author is not as crucial as the idea itself.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual indirect reference
style ensure academic integrity?
A: It ensures academic integrity by requiring writers to acknowledge the original source of
ideas, even when restated in their own words, thereby preventing plagiarism and giving
credit to the original author.

Q: Can I summarize multiple ideas from a single source
using one indirect reference in Chicago style?
A: Yes, you can summarize multiple ideas, but each distinct idea or set of related ideas that
you are presenting as an indirect reference should ideally be attributed, and including page
numbers for the sections where these ideas appear is highly recommended for clarity and
accuracy.

Q: What are the main components of a Chicago-style in-
text citation for an indirect reference in the author-date
system?
A: The main components are the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page
number(s) from the original source, presented parenthetically, e.g., (Smith 2020, 45).
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