
chicago manual indirect citation rules
The Chicago Manual of Style is a renowned authority on citation practices, and understanding its
guidelines for indirect citations is crucial for academic and professional writing. This article delves
deeply into the Chicago manual indirect citation rules, providing a comprehensive overview of how
to properly attribute paraphrased or summarized information from a source without directly quoting
it. We will explore the fundamental principles, the necessary components of an indirect citation, and
the nuances that differentiate it from direct quotations. Furthermore, this guide will cover common
scenarios and best practices, ensuring clarity and accuracy in your academic work. Mastering these
rules prevents plagiarism and enhances the credibility of your research.
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Understanding Indirect Citations in Chicago Style

Indirect citations, often referred to as paraphrases or summaries, are fundamental to academic
integrity. They involve restating the ideas, arguments, or information from a source in your own
words, while still acknowledging the original author and work. The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th
edition, provides clear guidelines to ensure proper attribution in these instances. Unlike direct
quotes, which replicate the exact wording of the source, indirect citations demonstrate your
comprehension and integration of existing scholarship. This process is vital for building upon
existing knowledge and supporting your own claims with evidence.

The core principle behind indirect citations is to give credit where credit is due. Failing to do so,
even unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism. Chicago style, with its dual citation systems (Notes and
Bibliography, and Author-Date), offers flexibility in how these acknowledgments are presented.
Regardless of the system chosen, the essential goal remains the same: to guide your reader back to
the original source of the information.

Key Components of Chicago Style Indirect Citations

Whether employing the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, indirect citations
in Chicago style generally require two essential elements: an in-text acknowledgment and a
corresponding full entry in the bibliography or reference list. The in-text element serves as a quick
indicator to the reader that the information originates from another source. The full entry provides
all the necessary details for the reader to locate that source independently.



The specific format of the in-text citation differs between the two systems. In the Notes and
Bibliography system, a superscript note number is used. In the Author-Date system, the author's last
name and the year of publication are placed directly within the text. The bibliography or reference
list, however, contains more detailed information about the source, including the author's name, the
title of the work, and publication details.

When to Use Indirect Citations

Indirect citations are appropriate in a wide range of academic writing contexts. They are particularly
useful when you wish to synthesize information from multiple sources, to explain a complex idea in
simpler terms, or to integrate supporting evidence into your own argument without disrupting the
flow with lengthy direct quotes. Essentially, any time you present information that is not your
original thought or discovery, an indirect citation is warranted.

You should use an indirect citation when:

Paraphrasing a specific passage or idea from a source.

Summarizing a longer section or an entire work.

Restating a statistic, fact, or theory presented by another author.

Incorporating a concept or argument that you learned from a source.

The Chicago Manual Style for Paraphrasing and
Summarizing

Paraphrasing involves restating a specific idea or passage from a source in your own words and
sentence structure. It requires a thorough understanding of the original material and the ability to
convey its meaning accurately without mimicking the original phrasing. Summarizing, on the other
hand, condenses the main points of a larger section or an entire work into a shorter, overarching
statement.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes that even when paraphrasing, you must avoid simply
rearranging words or substituting synonyms for the original text. The goal is to truly rephrase the
idea. The citation that follows your paraphrase or summary must be sufficiently specific to allow the
reader to find the exact location of the information in the original source, which often includes page
numbers for paraphrases and can omit them for broader summaries.



Citing Indirectly: Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, common in the sciences and social sciences, places brief parenthetical
citations directly within the text. For indirect citations, this typically includes the author's last name
and the year of publication. If you are paraphrasing a specific passage, including the page number is
highly recommended for precision.

For example, a paraphrase might be cited as follows: (Smith 2022, 45). If you are summarizing a
broader concept discussed throughout the work, the page number might be omitted: (Jones 2021).
The full bibliographic information for each source cited in the text would then appear in a reference
list at the end of the document, alphabetized by author's last name.

The structure for an Author-Date in-text citation is:

Author's Last Name

Year of Publication

Page Number (optional for summaries, recommended for paraphrases)

Citing Indirectly: Notes and Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system, prevalent in the humanities, utilizes superscript numbers within
the text that correspond to footnotes or endnotes. When you paraphrase or summarize a source, you
insert a superscript number immediately after the relevant text. This number links to a note at the
bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the chapter or document (endnote).

The first time a source is cited in a note, a full bibliographic entry is provided. Subsequent citations
of the same source use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. The full bibliographic details for all cited sources are then compiled in a
bibliography at the end of the work, also alphabetized by author's last name.

The structure for a first note citation of an indirect reference might look like this:

1. John Smith, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 45.

A subsequent note for the same source could be:

2. Smith, Art of Citation, 67.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Indirect Citations



One of the most frequent errors when creating indirect citations is insufficient paraphrasing. Writers
may change only a few words or alter the sentence structure slightly, which can still be considered
plagiarism. The Chicago Manual of Style stresses the importance of genuinely rephrasing the
author's ideas in your own voice and linguistic style.

Another common mistake is omitting citations altogether when presenting information derived from
a source. This often stems from a misunderstanding of what constitutes common knowledge versus
information that requires attribution. Even if you believe the information is widely known, if you
encountered it through a specific source, it is best practice to cite it.

Other pitfalls include:

Inaccurate page numbers or missing page numbers when they are necessary for specificity.

Inconsistent application of citation rules throughout a document.

Confusing paraphrasing with direct quotation.

Failure to include all necessary components in the bibliography or reference list.

Best Practices for Accurate Indirect Referencing

To ensure accurate indirect referencing according to the Chicago Manual of Style, it is essential to
develop a systematic approach. Before you begin writing, familiarize yourself thoroughly with the
nuances of paraphrasing and summarizing as defined by the manual. When you encounter
information you intend to paraphrase, read it carefully, set it aside, and then attempt to write down
the core idea in your own words without looking back at the original text. Then, compare your
version to the original to ensure accuracy and to catch any instances where you might have
inadvertently retained the original phrasing.

Always strive for clarity and precision in your citations. Double-check that your in-text citations
(whether notes or parenthetical) correctly correspond to your bibliography or reference list entries.
Ensure all necessary information is present in your full entries, including author, title, publisher, and
publication date, as well as page numbers where required. Maintaining a consistent style throughout
your document is paramount. If you are unsure about a specific citation, it is always advisable to
consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or consult with your instructor or editor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct and an
indirect citation in Chicago style?
A: A direct citation provides the exact wording from a source, enclosed in quotation marks. An



indirect citation, on the other hand, presents the ideas or information from a source in your own
words, requiring a paraphrase or summary and still necessitating attribution.

Q: Must I always include page numbers for indirect citations
in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes and Bibliography system, page numbers are generally required in
footnotes/endnotes when you are paraphrasing or summarizing a specific passage. For the Author-
Date system, including page numbers for paraphrases is highly recommended for precision, though
they can sometimes be omitted for broader summaries.

Q: How can I ensure my paraphrasing is sufficiently distinct
from the original source?
A: To paraphrase effectively, you must understand the original text thoroughly and then express its
meaning using your own vocabulary, sentence structure, and overall style. Simply changing a few
words or rearranging the order of phrases is not sufficient; genuine rephrasing is required.

Q: What are the two main citation systems in the Chicago
Manual of Style, and how do they handle indirect citations?
A: The two main systems are the Notes and Bibliography system (common in humanities) and the
Author-Date system (common in sciences). In the Notes system, indirect citations are handled with
superscript numbers linking to footnotes or endnotes. In the Author-Date system, they are indicated
by parenthetical citations within the text, typically including the author's last name and publication
year.

Q: Is it possible to over-cite when using indirect citations?
A: While it's generally better to err on the side of caution and cite, over-citing can sometimes clutter
your work. You do not need to cite information that is considered common knowledge within your
field or generally accepted facts. However, if you are unsure whether something is common
knowledge, it is safer to cite your source.

Q: What is the role of the bibliography or reference list in
indirect Chicago style citations?
A: The bibliography or reference list provides the complete publication details for every source cited
in your text. This allows your readers to locate the original sources themselves and verify the
information you have presented. It serves as a comprehensive record of your research.



Q: Can I cite an idea that I learned from a source even if I
don't remember the exact page?
A: Yes, you can cite an idea. For indirect citations, if you are summarizing a broader concept or
argument from a source, page numbers might not always be strictly necessary. However, if you can
recall any page range or specific pages where the idea was discussed, including them enhances
clarity and helps your reader find the information more easily. If no page numbers are available
(e.g., some online articles), you would omit them.
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