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Understanding the Chicago Manual Indirect
Citation Guide

chicago manual indirect citation guide is essential for academic integrity and scholarly
communication, providing a clear framework for acknowledging sources without directly
quoting them. This comprehensive approach ensures that borrowed ideas, paraphrased
arguments, and summarized information are attributed to their original authors, preventing
plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. Understanding the nuances of indirect citation
within the Chicago style is crucial for students, researchers, and writers across disciplines.
This guide will delve into the fundamental principles of indirect citation, explore the
differences between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and provide practical
advice on crafting accurate and effective in-text citations and corresponding bibliography
entries. We will cover common scenarios, common pitfalls, and best practices to help you
navigate this vital aspect of academic writing with confidence and precision.
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The Core Principles of Chicago Manual Indirect
Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected authority on citation practices,
and its approach to indirect citation is built upon the foundational principles of academic
honesty and clear attribution. Indirect citation, often referred to as paraphrasing or
summarizing, involves restating an author's ideas, arguments, or findings in your own
words. Unlike direct quotation, where the exact wording of the source is reproduced,
indirect citation requires you to synthesize and rephrase information. However, even when
you are not using the original author's precise language, the underlying ideas still belong to



them, and thus, proper attribution is paramount. The goal of indirect citation is to integrate
source material smoothly into your own writing while clearly indicating its origin.

Failure to properly cite indirectly borrowed material is considered plagiarism, a serious
academic offense. The Chicago style offers two primary systems for managing citations: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both systems achieve the same
goal of attribution but through different mechanisms. The choice between these systems
often depends on the academic discipline or the specific requirements of an institution or
publisher. Regardless of the chosen system, the underlying principle remains the same:
give credit to the original author for their intellectual contributions.

Notes-Bibliography System for Indirect Citations

The Notes-Bibliography system, frequently used in the humanities, relies on superscript
numbers within the text that correspond to notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or
at the end of the document (endnotes). When you paraphrase or summarize an idea from a
source, you will insert a superscript number after the relevant sentence or clause. This
number signals to the reader that the information originates from a source. The
corresponding note will then provide detailed publication information, including the author,
title, and page number(s) from which the information was drawn. For indirect citations in
this system, the page number is generally considered optional if you are referencing the
entire work or a broad idea, but it is highly recommended if you are drawing from a specific
section or argument to provide greater precision for your readers.

The bibliography, a list of all sources cited in the paper, appears at the end of the
document. Entries in the bibliography for paraphrased or summarized material will include
author, title, publication details, and often a page range if a specific section was heavily
relied upon. The primary purpose of the note is to provide immediate attribution, while the
bibliography offers a comprehensive overview of the sources consulted and cited. The
emphasis is on scholarly detail and transparency, allowing readers to easily locate and
consult the original works.

Author-Date System for Indirect Citations

The Author-Date system, more common in the social sciences and sciences, uses
parenthetical in-text citations. When you paraphrase or summarize, you will include the
author's last name and the year of publication enclosed in parentheses immediately after
the borrowed idea. For example, a citation might look like (Smith 2020). If the author's
name is already part of the sentence, you only need to include the year in parentheses,
such as Smith (2020) argues that. This system is designed for brevity and ease of scanning,
allowing readers to quickly identify the source of information within the flow of the text.

The corresponding reference list at the end of the document provides the full bibliographic
details for each in-text citation. Each entry in the reference list must correspond to an in-
text citation and typically includes the author's name, the year of publication, the title of



the work, and other publication information. The Author-Date system prioritizes a clear and
concise link between the in-text reference and the full bibliographic entry, facilitating quick
verification and further research for the reader. Page numbers are generally not required in
the in-text citation for paraphrased material in this system unless you are citing a specific
statistic or a very precise point, in which case they are often included after the year (Smith
2020, 15).

Crafting Effective In-Text Citations for Indirect
Sources

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the
construction of your in-text citations for indirectly cited material follows specific guidelines.
The key is clarity and conciseness, ensuring that your readers can easily understand which
ideas are yours and which are borrowed. In the Notes-Bibliography system, this involves the
judicious placement of superscript numbers. These numbers should appear at the end of
the sentence or clause containing the paraphrased or summarized information, before any
punctuation mark. It is crucial to assign a new number for each unique source of
information, even if you are referencing the same source multiple times within a paragraph
or section; however, if you are referencing the same source repeatedly within a single note,
you do not need to create new notes for each instance.

In the Author-Date system, the parenthetical citations require careful placement to avoid
ambiguity. The citation should appear after the paraphrased material but before the
terminal punctuation of the sentence. If multiple sources are being referenced in a single
sentence or clause, they should be listed alphabetically within the parentheses, separated
by semicolons. For instance, (Jones 2018; Williams 2021). When referencing a work with
more than two authors in the Author-Date system, the convention is to list the first author
followed by "et al." (e.g., Davis et al. 2019). Proper formatting of these in-text citations is
vital for maintaining the integrity of your research and adhering to the Chicago style's
standards.

Paraphrasing vs. Summarizing in Chicago Style

While both paraphrasing and summarizing involve restating information in your own words,
they differ in scope. Paraphrasing typically focuses on a specific passage or idea from a
source, restating it in detail while maintaining the original meaning. Summarizing, on the
other hand, condenses the main points of a longer passage, chapter, or even an entire
work. In Chicago style, both require proper citation. For paraphrases, especially when
drawing from a specific argument or detailed point, including the page number in the note
(Notes-Bibliography) or as an optional addition to the parenthetical (Author-Date) is often
beneficial for pinpointing the origin of the idea.

When summarizing an entire work or a substantial section, the citation might refer to the
whole work, and a page number may not be necessary in the in-text citation itself, though it
will be present in the bibliography or reference list. However, the critical takeaway is that



the intellectual content, regardless of whether it's paraphrased or summarized, must be
attributed. The goal is to credit the original thinker for their contribution to the discourse,
allowing readers to trace the lineage of ideas and verify your interpretations.

When to Cite Indirectly

The decision to cite indirectly is as important as how to cite. You should always cite
indirectly when you have:

Restated an author's idea or argument in your own words.

Summarized the findings or conclusions of a study.

Rephrased complex information from a source to make it more accessible.

Integrated the general concepts or theories developed by another scholar into your
work.

Essentially, any time you present information or ideas that are not your own original
thoughts or common knowledge, you must provide an indirect citation. This includes not
only published works but also lectures, interviews, or personal communications, though the
formatting for these may differ slightly. Over-citation is generally not a concern; it is always
better to err on the side of caution and cite when in doubt.

Developing Corresponding Bibliography and
Reference List Entries

The bibliography (Notes-Bibliography system) or reference list (Author-Date system) serves
as the cornerstone of your Chicago-style citation, providing full details of all the sources you
have cited. For indirectly cited material, these entries must be meticulously constructed to
enable readers to locate the original source with ease. The format of these entries is highly
specific, depending on the type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.) and the
chosen citation system.

In the Notes-Bibliography system, bibliography entries for indirect citations generally
include the author's full name, the title of the work in italics (for books) or quotation marks
(for articles), publication information (city, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume,
issue, year for articles), and often a page range if a specific section was heavily relied upon
for the paraphrased or summarized content. The structure emphasizes a complete
bibliographic record, allowing scholars to engage with the original sources.

For the Author-Date system, the reference list entries are similar but always include the



year of publication immediately after the author's name. The order and emphasis of
information are designed for quick retrieval. For example, a book entry might appear as:
Smith, John. 2020. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press. A journal article might
be: Doe, Jane. 2021. "A Study of Citation Practices." Journal of Scholarly Writing 45 (2):
112-130. Consistency in formatting is paramount, ensuring that your reference list is a
reliable guide for your readers.

Formatting Books for Indirect Citations

When you paraphrase or summarize content from a book, your bibliography or reference
list entry will require specific details. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a typical book
entry looks like this: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication. For example: Johnson, Emily. Understanding Academic
Integrity. Chicago: University Press, 2019. In the Author-Date system, it would be: Johnson,
Emily. 2019. Understanding Academic Integrity. Chicago: University Press.

If you are citing a specific chapter or part of an edited book, the entry will be more
complex, including the chapter author, chapter title, editor(s), book title, and publication
details. The inclusion of page numbers in the bibliography or reference list is typically only
for very specific, short items or when a large portion of the work has been summarized. The
focus is on providing enough information for a reader to identify and find the exact edition
you consulted.

Formatting Journal Articles for Indirect Citations

Journal articles are frequently the source of indirectly cited information in academic writing.
For the Notes-Bibliography system, the entry usually includes: Author Last Name, First
Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year of Publication): Page
Numbers. For example: Williams, Robert. "The Evolution of Citation Methods." Academic
Research Quarterly 12, no. 3 (2022): 45-67. In the Author-Date system, this would be
formatted as: Williams, Robert. 2022. "The Evolution of Citation Methods." Academic
Research Quarterly 12 (3): 45-67.

When citing indirectly from a journal article, you are referencing the ideas presented within
it. The page numbers in the bibliography or reference list entry refer to the complete
article, not necessarily a specific page for the paraphrased idea, unless you are drawing
from a very specific statistic or point. The clarity of the journal title, volume, and issue
numbers ensures that the reader can locate the specific publication where the article
appeared.

Common Challenges and Best Practices in



Indirect Citation

Navigating indirect citation can present challenges, and adhering to best practices ensures
accuracy and academic integrity. One common pitfall is insufficient paraphrasing, where a
writer changes only a few words of the original text, which is still considered plagiarism.
Another challenge is the misinterpretation of the source material, leading to an inaccurate
representation of the author's ideas. It is crucial to fully understand the source before
attempting to paraphrase or summarize it.

A best practice is to always take notes in your own words as you read, rather than copying
sentences verbatim. When you are ready to write, refer to your notes and try to explain the
ideas without looking back at the original text. Then, compare your written version to the
original to ensure accuracy and to identify any phrases that are too close to the original
wording, requiring quotation marks or further rephrasing. Double-checking your citations
against your bibliography or reference list for consistency is also a vital step.

Avoiding Plagiarism Through Proper Attribution

The ultimate goal of any citation guide, including the Chicago manual indirect citation
guide, is to help writers avoid plagiarism. This means acknowledging every instance where
you have used someone else's ideas, words, or data. When paraphrasing or summarizing,
you are presenting intellectual property that belongs to another person. Therefore, a
citation is always required. Think of citations not as a burden, but as a way to join the
scholarly conversation, giving credit to those who have paved the way for your own
research and demonstrating your commitment to ethical scholarship.

Ensure that your in-text citations clearly point to the correct source and that your
bibliography or reference list provides complete and accurate information for every source
you have cited. This meticulous attention to detail protects your academic reputation and
enhances the credibility of your work. It allows your readers to engage more deeply with
your research by providing them with the tools to explore the original sources themselves.

Conclusion

Mastering the Chicago manual indirect citation guide is fundamental for any academic or
professional writer. By adhering to its principles, you ensure that your work is both original
and ethically sound, giving due credit to the thinkers whose ideas have informed your own.
Whether employing the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the consistent and
accurate application of these citation rules builds trust with your audience and strengthens
your scholarly contributions. The process, while detailed, ultimately serves to enrich
academic discourse by clearly delineating the origins of thought and facilitating further
research. Embrace these guidelines as an integral part of your writing process, fostering a
culture of respect for intellectual property.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between indirect
citation and direct quotation in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how the source material is presented. Direct quotation
involves using the exact words of the original source, enclosed in quotation marks. Indirect
citation, on the other hand, involves paraphrasing or summarizing the source's ideas or
information in your own words, requiring attribution without quotation marks.

Q: When using the Notes-Bibliography system, is a page
number always required for an indirect citation?
A: A page number is not strictly required for every indirect citation in the Notes-
Bibliography system if you are referencing the entirety of a work or a general concept.
However, it is highly recommended and often necessary if you are drawing from a specific
section, argument, or detailed point to provide greater precision for your reader.

Q: In the Author-Date system, what is the convention
for citing multiple sources within a single sentence that
are indirectly cited?
A: When citing multiple indirectly cited sources within a single sentence in the Author-Date
system, list them alphabetically within the parentheses, separated by semicolons. For
example: (Davis 2018; Lee 2020; Miller 2019).

Q: Can I use the same note number multiple times in
the Notes-Bibliography system if I am referring to the
same source repeatedly for indirect citations?
A: Yes, in the Notes-Bibliography system, if you are referencing the same source multiple
times for indirectly cited material within a close proximity (like within the same paragraph
or a short series of sentences), you can use the same note number. The corresponding note
will then contain the relevant information, and you may need to specify different page
numbers if the ideas stem from different parts of the source.

Q: How do I cite indirectly from an online source using
the Chicago manual indirect citation guide?
A: The format for citing indirect sources from online materials in Chicago style will vary
depending on the type of source (e.g., website, blog post, online article) and the citation
system used (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date). Generally, you will include author, title,
website name, and a URL. For online articles with DOIs, the DOI is preferred over a URL.
Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most accurate and



up-to-date formatting guidelines.

Q: What constitutes "common knowledge" that does not
require an indirect citation in Chicago style?
A: Common knowledge refers to facts or information that are widely known and can be
found in numerous sources without attribution. Examples include general historical dates,
well-known scientific principles, or widely accepted cultural beliefs. If there is any doubt
about whether something is common knowledge, it is always safer to cite the source.

Q: What are the risks of paraphrasing too closely to the
original source, even with an indirect citation?
A: Paraphrasing too closely to the original source, even with an indirect citation, can still be
considered plagiarism. This occurs when you change only a few words or rearrange the
sentence structure slightly without significantly altering the original phrasing. The Chicago
Manual of Style emphasizes that true paraphrasing involves restating the idea entirely in
your own words and sentence structure.

Q: How does the Chicago manual indirect citation guide
handle paraphrasing of statistics or data?
A: When paraphrasing statistics or data, it is crucial to accurately represent the numbers
and their context. While page numbers are often optional for general paraphrases, they are
highly recommended for specific data points, especially in the Notes-Bibliography system,
to allow readers to find the exact figures. In the Author-Date system, including the page
number after the year is also a good practice for precise data references.
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