
chicago manual indirect citation examples
chicago manual indirect citation examples are crucial for academic integrity and demonstrating
a thorough understanding of source material. When paraphrasing or summarizing information from
a source rather than quoting directly, proper attribution is essential. This article will delve into the
nuances of indirect citations within the Chicago Manual of Style, providing clear examples and
practical guidance. We will explore the fundamental principles behind indirect citations,
differentiate them from direct quotes, and illustrate their application across various source types.
Understanding these principles ensures your work is well-supported, avoids plagiarism, and adheres
to scholarly conventions. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify the process of citing indirectly
in Chicago style.
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Understanding Indirect Citations in Chicago Style

Indirect citations, often referred to as paraphrases or summaries, involve restating the ideas or
information from a source in your own words and sentence structure. While the expression of the
idea is yours, the origin of that idea must be credited to the original author. The Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) emphasizes clear and consistent attribution to acknowledge the intellectual property
of others. Failing to do so constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Indirect citations are
fundamental to scholarly writing, allowing authors to integrate external knowledge seamlessly into
their own arguments without disrupting the flow with extensive direct quotations.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. Both systems require indirect citations, though the format of the in-text
citation and the corresponding bibliography or reference list entry will differ. The core principle
remains the same: acknowledge the source. Whether you are summarizing a broad concept or a
specific detail, attributing that information correctly is paramount. This section will lay the
groundwork for understanding the necessity and mechanics of indirect citations in Chicago style.



Why Indirect Citations Matter

The importance of indirect citations extends beyond merely avoiding plagiarism. They demonstrate
that you have engaged critically with the source material, understood its core arguments, and can
effectively synthesize that information into your own discourse. Properly executed indirect citations
enhance the credibility of your work by showing that it is built upon a foundation of existing
research and scholarship. Furthermore, they allow for a more fluid reading experience, as excessive
direct quotations can interrupt the narrative and voice of the writer.

Indirect citations also play a vital role in showcasing your ability to interpret and reframe
information. Instead of simply presenting raw text, you are demonstrating your comprehension by
articulating the source's ideas in a new context. This active engagement with the material is a
hallmark of sophisticated academic writing. By mastering indirect citations, you contribute to a
richer academic conversation, building upon the work of others in a transparent and respectful
manner.

Key Differences: Indirect vs. Direct Citations

The primary distinction between indirect and direct citations lies in the presentation of the source
material. A direct citation, or quotation, reproduces the original author's words verbatim. These are
typically enclosed in quotation marks and are used when the precise wording is crucial, or when the
author's language is particularly impactful or unique. In contrast, an indirect citation rephrases the
information without using the original wording. The emphasis is on conveying the idea or fact, not
the exact linguistic expression.

While direct citations require exact replication of text and specific formatting for quotation marks
and often block quotes, indirect citations offer more flexibility in sentence construction and word
choice. However, this flexibility comes with the responsibility of ensuring that the rephrased idea
accurately reflects the original meaning and that the attribution is just as clear and prominent as it
would be for a direct quote. Both types of citations serve to connect your work to its sources, but
they fulfill this role through different means of presentation.

Essential Components of an Indirect Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system,
an indirect citation in Chicago style requires two main components: an in-text citation and a
corresponding entry in the bibliography or reference list. The in-text citation provides a brief pointer
to the source, allowing the reader to locate more detailed information. The bibliography or reference
list entry offers complete bibliographic details for the source.

In the Notes and Bibliography system, the in-text citation typically takes the form of a superscript
footnote or endnote number. This number corresponds to a more detailed note in the footnote or
endnote section, which includes the author, title, and publication information. In the Author-Date



system, the in-text citation is usually an author-date parenthetical (e.g., Smith 2020, 15). This
parenthetical citation then directs the reader to a full entry in the reference list at the end of the
document.

Common Scenarios for Indirect Citations

Indirect citations are most frequently employed when you need to convey an idea, argument, or
piece of factual information from a source without needing to preserve the original wording. This is
common when you are:

Summarizing a chapter or section of a book.

Paraphrasing a specific point or argument made by an author.

Referencing a general concept or widely accepted fact that originated from a particular
source.

Synthesizing information from multiple sources into a cohesive paragraph.

Providing background information or historical context that is not essential to be quoted
verbatim.

In each of these scenarios, the goal is to integrate the source's contribution into your own writing
smoothly and to acknowledge its origin accurately. The decision to paraphrase rather than quote
directly often depends on the purpose of the citation and the nature of the information being
presented.

Indirect Citation Examples for Books

Citing books indirectly in Chicago style requires attention to the specific details of the source. When
paraphrasing or summarizing a book, you must provide an in-text citation and a full bibliographic
entry. The specific format for the in-text citation depends on the system used.

Notes and Bibliography System: Books

When using the Notes and Bibliography system, an indirect citation will appear as a superscript
number in the text, corresponding to a footnote or endnote. The first time a source is cited, the note
will include all relevant bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source can use a
shortened form.



In-text citation (superscript number):

The concept of the public sphere, as originally conceived, has undergone significant transformations
in the digital age.1

Footnote/Endnote example (first citation):

1. Jürgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category
of Bourgeois Society, trans. Thomas Burger (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1989), 27-30.

Footnote/Endnote example (subsequent citation):

2. Habermas, Structural Transformation, 45.

Bibliography entry:

Habermas, Jürgen. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category
of Bourgeois Society. Translated by Thomas Burger. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1989.

Author-Date System: Books

In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is a parenthetical reference including the author's last
name and the year of publication, followed by a page number if applicable. The bibliography at the
end of the paper provides full details.

In-text citation:

The concept of the public sphere, as originally conceived, has undergone significant transformations
in the digital age (Habermas 1989, 27-30).

Bibliography entry:

Habermas, Jürgen. 1989. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a
Category of Bourgeois Society. Translated by Thomas Burger. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Indirect Citation Examples for Journal Articles

Journal articles are frequently cited indirectly due to their role in disseminating current research.
The principles for citation remain consistent with those for books, adapting to the specific format of
journal articles.



Notes and Bibliography System: Journal Articles

Similar to books, indirect citations from journal articles in the Notes and Bibliography system use
superscript numbers. The full citation appears in the footnotes or endnotes and is condensed for
subsequent references.

In-text citation (superscript number):

Research indicates a strong correlation between early childhood literacy interventions and long-term
academic success.3

Footnote/Endnote example (first citation):

3. Emily Carter and David Lee, "The Impact of Early Literacy Programs on Cognitive Development,"
Journal of Educational Psychology 110, no. 2 (2018): 185.

Footnote/Endnote example (subsequent citation):

4. Carter and Lee, "Early Literacy Programs," 190.

Bibliography entry:

Carter, Emily, and David Lee. "The Impact of Early Literacy Programs on Cognitive Development."
Journal of Educational Psychology 110, no. 2 (2018): 180-195.

Author-Date System: Journal Articles

The Author-Date system for journal articles uses parenthetical in-text citations, followed by a
reference list entry.

In-text citation:

Research indicates a strong correlation between early childhood literacy interventions and long-term
academic success (Carter and Lee 2018, 185).

Reference list entry:

Carter, Emily, and David Lee. 2018. "The Impact of Early Literacy Programs on Cognitive
Development." Journal of Educational Psychology 110 (2): 180-195.



Indirect Citation Examples for Websites

Citing web content indirectly requires careful attention to the available information. Websites can
vary greatly in their structure and the details provided, so it's important to be thorough.

Notes and Bibliography System: Websites

For websites, the in-text citation will be a superscript number, leading to a footnote or endnote. If a
specific author or publication date is available, include it. If not, use the organization responsible for
the content.

In-text citation (superscript number):

The latest economic report suggests a modest growth in the service sector.5

Footnote/Endnote example:

5. Bureau of Economic Analysis, "Monthly Economic Review," accessed September 15, 2023,
https://www.bea.gov/data/economic-indicators/monthly-review.

Bibliography entry:

Bureau of Economic Analysis. "Monthly Economic Review." Accessed September 15, 2023.
https://www.bea.gov/data/economic-indicators/monthly-review.

Author-Date System: Websites

In the Author-Date system, website citations in the reference list will often rely on the author or
organization and the publication date, if available. If no date is present, use "(n.d.)" for no date.

In-text citation:

The latest economic report suggests a modest growth in the service sector (Bureau of Economic
Analysis n.d.).

Reference list entry:

Bureau of Economic Analysis. n.d. "Monthly Economic Review." Accessed September 15, 2023.
https://www.bea.gov/data/economic-indicators/monthly-review.



Indirect Citation Examples for Other Source Types

Chicago style also accommodates indirect citations for a wide array of other sources, including
dissertations, theses, reports, and unpublished materials. The fundamental principle of accurately
representing the source remains the same.

Dissertations and Theses

For a dissertation or thesis, the in-text citation would point to the corresponding note or
parenthetical reference, with the full details in the bibliography or reference list.

Notes and Bibliography System - Footnote/Endnote:

1. Anya Sharma, "Urban Greening Initiatives and Community Engagement" (PhD diss., University of
Chicago, 2021), 78.

Author-Date System - Reference list:

Sharma, Anya. 2021. "Urban Greening Initiatives and Community Engagement." PhD diss.,
University of Chicago.

Reports

Reports from organizations or government agencies are common sources for indirect citations.

Notes and Bibliography System - Footnote/Endnote:

2. World Health Organization, Global Health Report 2022 (Geneva: WHO, 2022), 112.

Author-Date System - Reference list:

World Health Organization. 2022. Global Health Report 2022. Geneva: WHO.

Regardless of the source type, the goal is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the
original material and verify your interpretation.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Indirect Citations

In the Notes and Bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for



providing detailed bibliographic information for both direct and indirect citations. When you
paraphrase or summarize information from a source, you insert a superscript number at the end of
the sentence or clause that contains the paraphrased material. This number corresponds to a note at
the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote).

The initial note for an indirect citation should include the author's full name, the full title of the work
(italicized), publication details (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) from which
the information was drawn. For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form of the
note is used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number.

It is crucial to ensure that the page numbers cited accurately reflect where the paraphrased idea or
information can be found. This allows readers to easily verify your claims and explore the source
further.

The Author-Date System and Indirect Citations

The Author-Date system, while differing in its presentation of in-text citations, demands the same
rigor in acknowledging indirect sources. Instead of superscript numbers, parenthetical citations are
used directly within the text. These parenthetical citations typically include the author's last name
and the year of publication, often followed by a page number or page range if specific information is
being referenced.

For example, a summary of an argument from a book might appear as: "The economic impact of
technological innovation is multifaceted (Johnson 2019, 45)." This parenthetical citation directly
links the reader to the full bibliographic entry in the reference list located at the end of the
document. The reference list provides complete publication details for all sources cited in the paper.

The clarity and conciseness of the Author-Date system make it popular in many disciplines.
However, it is essential to remember that while the in-text citation is brief, the responsibility for
providing comprehensive source information in the reference list remains absolute.

Best Practices for Indirect Citation

Mastering indirect citations involves more than just knowing the formatting rules; it requires a
commitment to accurate and ethical scholarship. One of the most important practices is to ensure
you genuinely understand the source material before you attempt to paraphrase it. Misrepresenting
an author's ideas, even unintentionally, can lead to misinterpretations and weaken your own
argument.

Always strive to use your own words and sentence structure. While paraphrasing, avoid simply
rearranging words or substituting synonyms. This can still be considered plagiarism. Instead, focus
on grasping the core meaning and then articulating it anew. Regularly review your paraphrased
sections against the original text to confirm accuracy and originality of expression.



Finally, be diligent with your citations. Double-check that every indirect citation in your text
corresponds to a correctly formatted entry in your bibliography or reference list. Consistency is key;
adhere strictly to either the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system throughout
your entire work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct and
indirect citation in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is that a direct citation uses the exact words from the source, enclosed in
quotation marks, while an indirect citation (paraphrase or summary) rephrases the source's ideas in
your own words. Both require proper attribution.

Q: When should I use an indirect citation versus a direct
quotation?
A: Use an indirect citation when you want to convey an idea, argument, or fact from a source
without needing the original wording. Use a direct quotation when the precise language is
important, the wording is particularly impactful, or you are analyzing specific phrasing.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for indirect citations in
the Notes and Bibliography system?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required to include page numbers in your footnotes or
endnotes for indirect citations, especially when paraphrasing specific ideas or facts, to help readers
locate the information in the source.

Q: Is it possible to cite a website indirectly using the Author-
Date system if no author is listed?
A: Yes, if no individual author is listed for a website, you can typically use the name of the
organization responsible for the content as the author in your parenthetical citation and reference
list entry.

Q: What happens if I forget to cite a source indirectly?
A: Forgetting to cite a source indirectly is considered plagiarism, which is a serious academic
offense. It involves using someone else's ideas without giving them credit, regardless of whether you
used their exact words or not.



Q: How do I ensure I am truly paraphrasing and not just
changing a few words?
A: To ensure you are truly paraphrasing, read the original text, set it aside, and then write the idea
in your own words from memory. Then, compare your paraphrase to the original to ensure accuracy
and that you haven't accidentally retained too much of the original phrasing.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style recommend one system
(Notes and Bibliography or Author-Date) over the other for
indirect citations?
A: No, Chicago style permits both systems, and the choice often depends on the conventions of the
specific discipline or publication. Both systems require accurate indirect citations.

Q: Can I use an indirect citation to summarize a long passage
or an entire chapter?
A: Yes, indirect citations are ideal for summarizing longer passages or entire chapters. You would
provide a citation at the end of the summary to credit the original source for the consolidated ideas.
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