
chicago manual for theological
research papers
The Chicago Manual of Style is an indispensable resource for anyone
undertaking theological research papers. Navigating the complexities of
academic writing, particularly within the specialized field of theology,
demands precision in citation, formatting, and argumentation. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements of applying the
Chicago Manual of Style to theological research, ensuring your work meets the
highest academic standards. We will explore the nuances of bibliographic
entries, in-text citations, and the specific considerations for theological
sources, providing a clear roadmap for students and scholars. Mastering these
principles is key to presenting your research with clarity, credibility, and
adherence to established scholarly conventions.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Theology

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) serves as a foundational guide for
academic writing across numerous disciplines, and its application to
theological research papers is particularly vital. Theological scholarship
often deals with intricate historical texts, complex philosophical arguments,
and diverse exegetical traditions, all of which require meticulous
documentation to ensure academic integrity and scholarly rigor. Adhering to
CMOS principles helps researchers present their findings in a clear,
consistent, and authoritative manner, allowing readers to easily trace the
origins of ideas and verify the evidence presented. This manual provides a
framework for everything from the most basic formatting of a paper to the
most complex citation requirements for a wide array of source materials
specific to theological studies.

When embarking on theological research, understanding the core tenets of CMOS
is the first step. This includes familiarizing oneself with its approach to
grammar, punctuation, and, most importantly, its detailed guidelines for



citation. The manual is designed to be comprehensive, addressing situations
that arise frequently in academic writing, as well as more obscure scenarios.
For theological researchers, this means not only understanding how to cite a
standard academic book but also how to properly reference ancient biblical
texts, patristic writings, contemporary theological journals, and online
commentaries. The goal is to facilitate the reader's access to your sources
and to establish your own credibility as a careful and informed scholar.

Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For theological research
papers, the Notes and Bibliography system is overwhelmingly more common and
generally preferred. This system uses superscript numbers within the text to
refer readers to footnotes or endnotes, where full citation information is
provided. The bibliography at the end of the paper then lists all the sources
cited in the notes, typically in alphabetical order by author's last name.
This method is favored in the humanities, including theology, because it
allows for more detailed commentary or supplementary information within the
notes themselves, without disrupting the flow of the main text.

The Author-Date system, on the other hand, places an author's last name and
the year of publication in parentheses within the text (e.g., Smith 2020,
15). This is followed by a reference list at the end of the paper, which
includes all cited sources. While this system is prevalent in the social
sciences and some natural sciences for its conciseness, it can be less
suitable for theological research where extensive engagement with historical
and philosophical texts, often with multiple editions and translations, is
common. The richness of annotation and the need for precise sourcing of
specific passages in theological arguments lend themselves better to the
detailed referencing provided by the Notes and Bibliography system, making it
the standard for most theological academic work.

Choosing the Right System for Your Theological Paper

The decision of which citation system to employ in your theological research
paper often hinges on the specific requirements of your professor,
department, or academic journal. However, as noted, the Notes and
Bibliography system is the de facto standard in most theological disciplines.
This system is particularly effective when engaging with primary theological
sources that may have various translations or critical editions. The ability
to provide extensive notes allows for detailed clarification of textual
variants, historical context, or brief exegetical points without burdening
the primary narrative of your argument. When in doubt, always consult your



instructor or supervisor for guidance on the preferred citation style.

Understanding the Mechanics of Notes and
Bibliography

In the Notes and Bibliography system, each piece of information from a source
that is new to the reader, or that you are referencing directly, requires a
superscript number in the text. The first time a source is cited in a note, a
full bibliographic entry is provided. Subsequent citations of the same source
can be shortened, often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and
the page number. The bibliography at the end of the paper then provides a
complete alphabetical listing of every source that appeared in the notes,
formatted according to CMOS guidelines. This dual structure ensures both
immediate access to source details and a comprehensive overview of all
consulted materials.

Crafting Effective Notes and Bibliographic
Entries

The heart of adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style in theological research
papers lies in the accurate and consistent creation of notes and
bibliographic entries. These elements are crucial for demonstrating scholarly
integrity and enabling readers to locate and verify your sources. Precision
is paramount; even minor errors in punctuation, capitalization, or the order
of information can detract from the professionalism of your work and, in some
cases, lead to misidentification of a source.

Elements of a Footnote/Endnote

Footnotes and endnotes serve a dual purpose: to cite sources and, in some
instances, to offer brief elaborations or commentary. The structure of a note
for a book, for example, typically includes the author's first name and last
name, the title of the book in italics, the place of publication, the
publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being
referenced. For subsequent citations of the same work, a shortened form is
used, usually including the author's last name, a shortened title (if
necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the
page number.

Author's first name and last name

Title of the book (italicized)



Place of publication

Publisher

Year of publication

Specific page number(s)

Elements of a Bibliography Entry

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your paper, provides a
comprehensive list of all sources cited in your notes. Each entry is
typically formatted with the author's last name first, followed by their
first name. The title of the book is italicized, and the publication
information (place, publisher, year) follows. Unlike footnotes,
bibliographical entries for books do not include specific page numbers unless
referencing a specific chapter or article within a larger work. The
bibliography is alphabetized by the author's last name, providing a clear and
organized overview of your research foundation.

Author's last name, first name

Title of the book (italicized)

Place of publication, Publisher, Year of publication

Citing Theological Sources: Books and Chapters

Theological research frequently involves citing a wide array of books,
including foundational theological texts, historical commentaries,
contemporary monographs, and edited volumes. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides clear guidelines for each type of book citation, ensuring
consistency and accuracy. Understanding these conventions is essential for
proper attribution and for allowing your readers to access the specific
editions and translations you have consulted.

Citing a Single-Authored Book

When citing a single-authored book in a footnote or endnote, the format is
generally as follows: First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of



Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s). For the bibliography, the
author's last name comes first: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place
of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For example, a footnote might look like this: Karen L. Parshall, Light,
Scripture, and Wisdom: The Aesthetic Dimensions of Theology (Waco, TX: Baylor
University Press, 2013), 78.

And the corresponding bibliography entry would be: Parshall, Karen L. Light,
Scripture, and Wisdom: The Aesthetic Dimensions of Theology. Waco, TX: Baylor
University Press, 2013.

Citing a Chapter in an Edited Volume

Citing a chapter within an edited volume is common in theological studies, as
many collections feature contributions from various scholars. The
footnote/endnote format typically includes the chapter author's name, the
chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "in" and then the editor(s)
name(s), the title of the edited volume (italicized), publication details,
and the page numbers of the chapter. The bibliography entry follows a similar
pattern but with the chapter author's last name first.

For example, a footnote might be: John Milbank, "Theology and the Political,"
in Theology and the Political: Imagining the Other (Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing, 2004), 25–45.

The bibliography entry: Milbank, John. "Theology and the Political." In
Theology and the Political: Imagining the Other, 25–45. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing, 2004.

Citing Theological Sources: Articles and
Journals

Scholarly articles in theological journals are a vital source of contemporary
research and critical analysis. The Chicago Manual of Style offers specific
formatting for these citations, ensuring that readers can easily locate the
precise journal article being referenced. Precision in identifying the
journal volume, issue, year, and page range is critical for effective
citation.



Citing a Journal Article in a Footnote/Endnote

When citing a journal article, the footnote or endnote typically includes the
article author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal
title in italics, the volume number, the issue number (if applicable), the
year of publication, and the page numbers of the article. A specific page
number from the article being cited is also included.

A typical footnote entry: Sarah J. Rich, "The Ethics of Embodiment and the
Practice of Pastoral Care," Theological Studies 75, no. 2 (2014): 289.

Citing a Journal Article in the Bibliography

The bibliography entry for a journal article presents the author's last name
first, followed by their first name. The article title is in quotation marks,
and the journal title is italicized. The volume and issue numbers, followed
by the year of publication and the full page range of the article, complete
the entry. The year of publication is often set off by commas.

The corresponding bibliography entry: Rich, Sarah J. "The Ethics of
Embodiment and the Practice of Pastoral Care." Theological Studies 75, no. 2
(2014): 284–305.

Citing Electronic and Digital Theological
Resources

In contemporary theological research, citing electronic and digital resources
is as important as citing traditional print materials. This includes online
encyclopedias, digital archives, websites, and even electronic versions of
books and journals. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for
citing these sources, emphasizing the inclusion of URLs and access dates to
ensure the source remains discoverable.

Citing Online Encyclopedias and Websites

When citing an online encyclopedia, such as an entry from an online
theological dictionary or a denominational website, the format typically
includes the author (if known), the title of the specific entry or page in
quotation marks, the name of the website or encyclopedia in italics, and the
URL. Including the date of access is crucial for online sources, as content
can change. For footnotes, specific page numbers might not always be



applicable, but if there are numbered sections, they can be referenced.

Author's name (if available)

"Title of Entry or Page." Name of Website or Encyclopedia. URL

Accessed Month Day, Year.

Citing Electronic Books and Articles

When citing an e-book or an online version of a journal article, you should
follow the basic format for the print version but include the URL and the
date of access. If the e-book provides stable page numbers, include those.
For articles accessed online that are identical to their print counterparts,
the URL and access date are appended to the standard citation. This ensures
that readers can retrieve the exact digital version you consulted.

For example, an e-book footnote might look like: N.T. Wright, The New
Testament and the People of God (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992), Kindle
edition, chap. 3, sec. 2, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.example-ebook-link.com.

Formatting Your Theological Research Paper

Beyond the crucial aspect of citations, the physical presentation of your
theological research paper is governed by specific formatting guidelines
within the Chicago Manual of Style. These rules ensure a professional,
readable, and consistent document, allowing the content of your research to
take center stage. Attention to these details demonstrates care and
seriousness in your academic endeavor.

General Manuscript Formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style recommends standard manuscript formatting that
enhances readability. This includes double-spacing the entire text, including
block quotations and notes. A readable typeface, such as Times New Roman or
Garamond, in 12-point size, is generally preferred. Margins should be
adequate, typically one inch on all sides, allowing for binding and reader
notes. The title page should include the title of the paper, your name, the
course name or number, the instructor's name, and the date.



Formatting of Titles and Headings

Clear headings and subheadings are essential for organizing your theological
research and guiding the reader through your argument. The Chicago Manual of
Style suggests a hierarchy for headings, often using different levels of
capitalization and placement (centered, flush left) to denote their
importance. For theological papers, ensure headings are descriptive and
accurately reflect the content of each section. Avoid overly elaborate
formatting; clarity and consistency are key.

Main Title (centered, all caps)

Section Headings (centered, title case, bold)

Subheadings (flush left, title case, italicized)

Quotations and Block Quotes

Direct quotations are a cornerstone of theological research, whether from
scripture, patristic texts, or modern scholars. Short quotations (typically
fewer than five lines of prose or three lines of verse) are incorporated
directly into the text and enclosed in quotation marks. Longer quotations are
set off as block quotes, indented from the left margin, single-spaced (or
double-spaced if the main text is double-spaced), and without quotation
marks. A citation follows the block quote, usually with the page number.

Common Pitfalls in Theological Research Paper
Formatting

Even with careful attention, certain formatting pitfalls are common when
using the Chicago Manual of Style for theological research papers. Awareness
of these frequent errors can help you avoid them and ensure a polished final
product.

Inconsistent Citation Styles

One of the most significant errors is inconsistency in citation. This can
manifest as using a mix of footnote and in-text parenthetical citations for
the same source, or variations in the punctuation and order of elements
within notes or bibliography entries. Strict adherence to either the Notes



and Bibliography or Author-Date system (and the Notes and Bibliography system
is standard for theology) is crucial. Ensuring every citation follows the
same established pattern prevents confusion.

Incorrect Handling of Primary Source Materials

Theological research often involves citing sacred texts (e.g., the Bible, the
Quran) and historical theological documents. Errors can occur in how these
are cited. For instance, not consistently using standard abbreviations for
biblical books or failing to specify the translation used. Similarly, citing
patristic or medieval works without indicating the specific edition or
translation consulted can be problematic. Always consult the CMOS or a style
guide specific to your theological sub-discipline for guidance on these
specialized sources.

Formatting of Footnotes and Bibliographies

Minor but persistent errors in formatting footnotes and bibliographies are
common. These include incorrect punctuation, improper capitalization of
titles, inconsistent use of italics, or problems with the order of
publication information. For example, forgetting to include the place of
publication for a book, or incorrectly formatting the volume and issue
numbers for journal articles. Double-checking these details against the CMOS
is essential.

Incorrect punctuation within notes and bibliography entries.

Inconsistent use of italics for titles.

Errors in the order of publication information.

Missing publication place or year.

Incorrect formatting of journal volume and issue numbers.

The Chicago Manual for Theological Research
Papers: A Summary

In summary, applying the Chicago Manual of Style to theological research
papers is a critical component of scholarly communication. It provides the
framework for documenting sources accurately, presenting arguments clearly,



and maintaining academic integrity. The preference for the Notes and
Bibliography system in theological studies allows for nuanced engagement with
complex texts and ideas. Meticulous attention to the formatting of notes,
bibliographies, and the manuscript itself ensures that your work is
professional and accessible to your readers.

Mastering the intricacies of citing various theological sources, from ancient
scriptures to contemporary journal articles, is an ongoing process. By
diligently following the guidelines for books, chapters, and digital
resources, you build a solid foundation for your research. Recognizing and
avoiding common formatting pitfalls, such as inconsistent citations or
improper handling of primary source materials, will further elevate the
quality of your academic output. Ultimately, a well-formatted and
meticulously cited theological research paper, guided by the Chicago Manual
of Style, stands as a testament to thorough scholarship and clear
communication.

FAQ

Q: What is the most commonly used citation style
from the Chicago Manual of Style for theological
research papers?
A: The most commonly used citation style from the Chicago Manual of Style for
theological research papers is the Notes and Bibliography system. This system
utilizes footnotes or endnotes for citations within the text and concludes
with a comprehensive bibliography.

Q: How should I cite a specific translation of the
Bible in my theological research paper according to
the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: When citing the Bible, you should typically include the book, chapter, and
verse. For the first citation of a particular translation, you should specify
the translation in a footnote or in the text. Subsequent citations of the
same translation can use a standard abbreviation, and it's advisable to list
the specific translation used in your bibliography or in a note.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in the Chicago Manual of Style for
theological research?
A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made,



while endnotes are gathered at the end of the paper. Both serve the same
purpose of providing citation details and are formatted similarly. The choice
between footnotes and endnotes is usually a matter of personal preference or
institutional guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a classical theological text that
has been translated multiple times?
A: When citing a classical theological text with multiple translations, it is
crucial to specify the edition and translation you are using in your first
citation. In your bibliography, list the specific edition you consulted. CMOS
recommends providing stable references, such as chapter and verse numbers, in
addition to page numbers from your edition.

Q: Are there specific rules in the Chicago Manual of
Style for citing patristic authors in theological
research?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style, along with specialized guides for
classical and theological studies, offers guidance on citing patristic
authors. This typically involves citing standard collections or critical
editions, specifying the volume and page numbers. It's important to be
consistent with the scholarly conventions for the specific texts you are
referencing.

Q: How should I format a block quotation of
scripture in my theological research paper following
CMOS guidelines?
A: For quotations of scripture that are longer than three lines of verse,
they should be set off as a block quotation. This means indenting the entire
quotation from the left margin, usually without quotation marks, and double-
spacing it if the main text is double-spaced. The citation follows the block
quotation, typically including the book, chapter, and verse.

Q: What information must be included for a journal
article citation in the bibliography when using the
Chicago Manual of Style for theological research?
A: For a journal article in the bibliography, you must include the author's
full name, the title of the article (in quotation marks), the title of the
journal (italicized), the volume and issue number, the year of publication,
and the full page range of the article.



Q: Is there a way to cite online theological
resources that don't have page numbers?
A: Yes, for online theological resources without page numbers, CMOS allows
for references to specific sections or paragraphs if they are clearly marked.
If no such divisions exist, you can cite the URL and the date of access. It's
always best to be as precise as possible in locating the information within
the online source.
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