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The Chicago Manual for Religious Traditions: A

Comprehensive Guide to Citation and Style

chicago manual for religious traditions serves as an indispensable resource for scholars, students, and

anyone engaging with the complex and nuanced world of religious studies. This definitive guide offers

clear, consistent, and authoritative standards for citing religious texts, concepts, and traditions,

ensuring accuracy and academic rigor. Navigating the diverse landscape of global faiths, from ancient

scriptures to contemporary theological discourse, requires a standardized approach to referencing, and

the Chicago Manual provides precisely that. This article will delve into the core principles and practical

applications of the Chicago Manual of Style as they pertain to religious scholarship, covering

everything from textual citation to the proper handling of denominational terminology. Understanding

these guidelines is crucial for producing scholarly work that is both accessible and credible within the

academic community.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Religious

Studies

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely recognized and respected authority on American

English writing, grammar, and citation. While not exclusively dedicated to religious studies, its

comprehensive nature makes it highly adaptable and suitable for the field. Scholars working with

religious traditions find its dual citation systems—notes and bibliography, and author-date—particularly

useful. The Manual's emphasis on clarity, precision, and consistency aligns perfectly with the demands

of academic discourse in religious studies, where precise terminology and accurate attribution of

sources are paramount. Its detailed explanations and extensive examples provide a robust framework

for addressing the unique challenges presented by religious scholarship.

The adaptability of CMOS is a key strength for those studying religious traditions. Unlike specialized

style guides that might cover only a narrow sub-discipline, Chicago offers a broad foundation that can

be tailored to specific needs. This is particularly important given the vast array of religious texts,

historical periods, and theological frameworks that scholars encounter. Whether dealing with ancient

Mesopotamian myths, medieval Christian theology, or modern Buddhist philosophy, the principles of

Chicago provide a reliable method for citation and presentation.

Core Principles of Citation for Religious Texts

When engaging with religious traditions, accurate and consistent citation is not merely a matter of

following rules; it is an ethical imperative. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework



for this, emphasizing the importance of providing readers with enough information to locate and verify

the sources used. This involves clearly identifying the specific text, edition, and location within the text

(e.g., chapter, verse, page number) to ensure that the original meaning and context are preserved and

accessible.

The principles extend beyond simply listing a book. For religious texts, it often means distinguishing

between primary sources (scriptures, foundational writings) and secondary sources (scholarly

interpretations and analyses). The Manual guides authors on how to present each type of source

effectively, ensuring that the authority and nature of the information are clearly communicated to the

reader. This careful attention to detail builds trust and credibility for the scholar's work.

Sacred Scriptures: Books of the Bible

Citing the Bible requires adherence to specific conventions within the Chicago Manual of Style.

Typically, biblical citations are done parenthetically within the text, referencing the book, chapter, and

verse. For example, "(John 3:16)." For repeated citations of the same verse, it is permissible to omit

the chapter and verse number after the first full citation. The use of abbreviations for biblical books is

standard, and the Manual provides a comprehensive list. When referring to a specific translation, it

should be noted, especially if the translation significantly impacts the interpretation of a passage. For

instance, "the Gospel of John states that God so loved the world (John 3:16 NRSV)."

Sacred Scriptures: Non-Biblical Texts

The approach to citing non-biblical sacred texts, such as the Quran, the Bhagavad Gita, or the

Analects of Confucius, follows similar principles of clarity and specificity, though the exact format may

vary depending on the text's structure and established scholarly conventions. The goal remains to

direct the reader to the precise location of the cited material. This often involves citing the work by its

recognized title, followed by specific divisions like surah and verse (for the Quran), or chapter and

section (for other texts). It is crucial to consult authoritative editions of these texts and to be consistent

in how they are referenced throughout a scholarly work. The Chicago Manual encourages the use of

readily available and scholarly approved editions.



For texts that are part of a larger collection or have multiple translations, it is essential to identify the

specific edition being used. This might involve citing the translator or editor, the year of publication,

and the publisher. For example, a citation to the Analects might look something like this: "Confucius,

Analects, trans. D.C. Lau (London: Penguin Classics, 1979), 4.1." The specific divisions (4.1 in this

case) will vary based on the nature of the text and the edition's structure.

Other Religious Writings

Beyond canonical scriptures, religious studies often engage with a vast array of other significant

religious writings, including commentaries, theological treatises, hagiographies, and mystical poetry.

Citing these works requires careful attention to authorship, title, and publication details, just as with any

other scholarly book or article. The Chicago Manual's standard citation formats for books and articles

are generally applicable here, with a focus on providing sufficient information for retrieval. This includes

full author names, complete titles (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles within a larger

work), publication information (place, publisher, year), and specific page numbers for direct quotations

or paraphrased ideas.

When dealing with older or less commonly published religious works, scholars may encounter

challenges in finding standardized editions. In such cases, the Chicago Manual advises clarity and

consistency. If a particular edition is chosen for its scholarly apparatus or its historical significance, this

should be clearly indicated. Furthermore, if the work is part of a multi-volume collection or series, this

information should also be included to aid the reader in locating the correct volume and pagination.

Referencing Secondary Sources in Religious Studies

The academic study of religious traditions invariably involves engaging with the work of other scholars.

Citing secondary sources accurately is crucial for acknowledging intellectual debts, supporting

arguments, and allowing readers to explore the scholarly conversation further. The Chicago Manual of

Style offers detailed guidance on citing books, journal articles, book chapters, and other scholarly

materials, ensuring that all relevant publication information is provided.

When citing secondary sources in religious studies, it is important to pay close attention to the author's



name, the title of the work, the publication details (including the journal name, volume, and issue

numbers, or the book publisher and year), and the specific page numbers where the information was

found. This meticulousness demonstrates respect for the original authors and strengthens the

credibility of the present work.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles within religious studies follows the standard Chicago style. This typically involves

the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and

issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page range of the article. For specific citations, the

page number of the cited material is also included. For example: John Smith, "The Evolution of Early

Christian Ethics," Journal of Religious History 45, no. 2 (2010): 150-175, 162.

The consistency in formatting journal articles is vital for clarity. Ensuring that journal titles are correctly

italicized and that volume and issue numbers are presented in the standard format helps readers

quickly identify and locate the source. This attention to detail is a hallmark of scholarly practice and is

well-supported by the Chicago Manual.

Books and Book Chapters

Referencing books and book chapters in religious studies adheres to the Chicago Manual's established

formats for monographs and edited volumes. For a book, this includes the author's full name, the title

of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. When citing

a specific passage, the page number is added. For a chapter in an edited volume, the author of the

chapter, the chapter title (in quotation marks), the editor(s) of the volume, the title of the volume

(italicized), and the full publication details of the volume are provided, along with the page range of the

chapter and the specific page number of the cited material.

For instance, a book citation might appear as: Karen Armstrong, A History of God: The 4,000-Year

Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (New York: Ballantine Books, 1994). A book chapter citation

could be: Michael Cook, "Islamic Law and the Early Medieval Period," in The Oxford Handbook of

Medieval Latin Literature, ed. Helen Parrish and Helen Stubbs (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012),



345–360, 352.

Online Resources

The digital age presents unique challenges and opportunities for scholarly citation. The Chicago

Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing online resources, emphasizing the importance of

providing enough information for readers to locate the specific content. This typically includes the

author (if available), the title of the webpage or document, the name of the website, the date of

publication or last update, and a stable URL. When citing online materials, scholars should also

consider providing the date on which they accessed the material, as online content can change or

disappear.

For religious studies, online resources might include digitized manuscripts, online encyclopedias of

religion, or digital archives. It is crucial to evaluate the reliability and scholarly authority of any online

source before incorporating it into academic work. The Chicago Manual's principles encourage a

critical approach to all sources, digital or print, ensuring that the information cited is both accurate and

from a reputable origin.

Handling Denominational and Theological Terminology

The field of religious studies is rich with specialized terminology, theological concepts, and

denominational distinctions that require careful and precise handling. The Chicago Manual of Style,

while not a theological dictionary, provides principles for consistent and clear usage. This includes

guidance on capitalization, the use of italics, and the proper spelling and definition of terms. Scholars

are encouraged to define key terms when they are first introduced, especially if they are technical or

have multiple meanings within different traditions.

The Manual also addresses the capitalization of religious terms. Generally, terms referring to the divine

are capitalized (e.g., God, Allah, Holy Spirit). Proper nouns, including names of deities, prophets,

specific religious communities, and named rituals or sacraments, are also capitalized. However,

common nouns used in a general sense, even when related to religion, are typically lowercase (e.g.,

"a god," "the holy book," "a monastery"). Consistency in application is key.



Capitalization of Religious Terms

Proper capitalization of religious terms is a significant aspect of maintaining clarity and respect in

scholarly writing. The Chicago Manual of Style recommends capitalizing terms referring to a specific

deity or deities (e.g., God, Yahweh, Allah, Brahma). Similarly, personal pronouns referring to God are

often capitalized when used in a religious context (e.g., "He," "Him," "His" when referring to the

Christian God). Titles of religious figures, such as Pope, Prophet Muhammad, or Guru, are capitalized

when used as titles preceding a name or when referring to a specific individual in a position of

authority.

On the other hand, general terms like "god" (when referring to a generic deity or deities of a

polytheistic system), "divine," "sacred," or "holy" are typically lowercased unless they are part of a

proper name or title. For instance, one would refer to "the holy scriptures" but "the Holy Bible."

Religious holidays and festivals are capitalized (e.g., Christmas, Diwali, Eid al-Fitr). Understanding

these nuances is crucial for accurate and respectful representation of religious beliefs and practices.

Use of Specific Denominational Language

When discussing specific religious denominations, sects, or movements, it is essential to use their

preferred terminology accurately and respectfully. The Chicago Manual of Style advocates for using

the most current and widely accepted names for these groups. For example, instead of "Catholic," one

would refer to "Roman Catholic" when appropriate, or simply "Catholic" if the context clearly indicates

the Roman tradition. Similarly, distinctions between different branches of Buddhism (e.g., Theravada,

Mahayana, Vajrayana) or Islam (e.g., Sunni, Shia) must be maintained with precision.

If there is any ambiguity or if the specific terminology is crucial for the argument being made, it is

advisable to briefly explain the term or its significance. This ensures that readers, particularly those not

deeply familiar with the specific tradition being discussed, can follow the argument without

misunderstanding. When in doubt, consulting reputable academic resources or the specific guidelines

of relevant religious organizations can be beneficial.



Specific Examples and Case Studies

To further illustrate the application of the Chicago Manual of Style in religious studies, consider a few

practical examples. When citing a passage from the Book of Mormon, one would follow the format for

biblical texts: (Mormon 5:13). If quoting from a commentary on Buddhist philosophy, the citation would

resemble that of any scholarly book or article, specifying the author, title, and page number. For

instance, if referencing a discussion on karma in a book by a scholar, it might appear as: (Gethin,

Foundations of Buddhism, 115).

A case study involving the citation of a historical document from a religious order might require careful

attention to archival references if available, or standard book citation if published. For example, if

quoting from a medieval monastic rule, the citation might be: Regula Benedicti, in Studia Anselmiana

34, ed. Sebastian Hamel (Rome: Herder, 1954), 52. This demonstrates the flexibility of Chicago in

accommodating various forms of religious documentation.

Citing a Scholarly Book on Hinduism

Imagine you are writing about the concept of moksha in Hinduism and need to cite a key scholarly

work. If the book is by Wendy Doniger and titled Hinduism: A New History, published in 2010 by

Penguin Books in New York, and you are referencing a specific point on page 78, your citation in the

notes and bibliography system would look like this in a footnote:

Wendy Doniger, Hinduism: A New History (New York: Penguin Books, 2010), 78.1.

In the bibliography, it would appear as:

Doniger, Wendy. Hinduism: A New History. New York: Penguin Books, 2010.

This provides all the necessary information for the reader to locate and verify the source.



Citing a Verse from the Quran

When referencing a verse from the Quran, clarity about the translation used is paramount. If you are

using the widely respected translation by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, and you want to cite Surah Al-

Baqarah, verse 256, the citation would appear as:

(Quran 2:256 Abdel Haleem)

In a footnote, you would provide more detail:

Quran 2:256, trans. M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, The Qur'an (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).1.

The bibliography entry would be:

Abdel Haleem, M.A.S., trans. The Qur'an. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004.

This ensures accuracy and allows readers to consult the specific translation referenced.

Conclusion: Upholding Scholarly Integrity

The Chicago Manual of Style, when applied diligently to the study of religious traditions, provides a

robust framework for scholarly communication. Its emphasis on clarity, precision, and completeness

ensures that the complex and sensitive subject matter of religion is treated with the utmost rigor and

respect. By adhering to its guidelines, scholars can contribute to the academic discourse with

confidence, knowing that their sources are properly attributed and their arguments are well-supported.

The Manual is not merely a set of rules; it is a tool that empowers researchers to engage critically and

ethically with the diverse tapestry of human religious experience.

Ultimately, mastering the conventions of the Chicago Manual for Religious Traditions is an investment

in the integrity and impact of one's scholarly work. It fosters a shared understanding among scholars,

allowing for the efficient dissemination of knowledge and the advancement of our collective

understanding of the world's religious landscape. This commitment to standardized, transparent, and



accurate scholarly practice is fundamental to the pursuit of truth in any academic discipline.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of the Chicago Manual for Religious

Traditions?

A: The primary purpose of the Chicago Manual for Religious Traditions is to provide a standardized

and authoritative style guide for scholars, students, and writers who are working with religious texts,

concepts, and traditions. It aims to ensure consistency, accuracy, and clarity in citation, terminology,

and the presentation of religious subjects in academic writing.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style have specific rules for all

religious texts?

A: While the Chicago Manual of Style doesn't have a section exclusively dedicated to every single

religious text, it provides comprehensive guidelines that can be adapted. It offers general principles for

citing sacred scriptures, as well as methods for referencing various types of religious writings and

secondary scholarly sources, ensuring that scholars can adapt its framework to a wide array of

religious traditions.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual handle the citation of the Bible?

A: For the Bible, the Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends parenthetical citations within the

text, referring to the book, chapter, and verse (e.g., John 3:16). It also provides a standard list of

abbreviations for biblical books and advises on how to note specific translations used, particularly

when the translation might influence interpretation.



Q: What are the key considerations when citing non-Biblical sacred

texts according to Chicago style?

A: When citing non-Biblical sacred texts like the Quran, Bhagavad Gita, or Analects, the key

considerations are clarity and specificity. This involves citing the work by its recognized title and

indicating its specific divisions (like surah and verse, or chapter and section). It is also crucial to

identify the specific edition and translator used, ensuring that the reader can locate the exact passage

referenced.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual address the capitalization of

religious terms?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends capitalizing terms referring to a specific deity

or deities (e.g., God, Allah) and personal pronouns referring to God in a religious context. Proper

nouns like names of prophets, religious communities, and specific rituals are also capitalized. Common

nouns used in a general religious sense (e.g., "a god," "the holy book") are typically lowercased,

unless they are part of a proper name.

Q: What is the recommended approach for handling denominational

terminology in academic writing according to Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style advises writers to use the most current and widely accepted names

for specific religious denominations, sects, or movements. It also stresses the importance of using

terminology accurately and respectfully, and to define key terms or explain their significance when they

are first introduced, especially if they are technical or have multiple meanings within different traditions.

Q: Can I cite online religious resources using the Chicago Manual?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing online resources. This typically



includes the author (if available), the title of the webpage or document, the website name, the

publication or update date, and a stable URL. It also recommends including the date of access, as

online content can be subject to change.

Q: What is the difference between the notes and bibliography system

and the author-date system in Chicago style for religious studies?

A: The notes and bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and includes a full

bibliography at the end of the work. This is often preferred in humanities, including religious studies, as

it allows for more detailed commentary and explanation in the notes. The author-date system uses

parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year, Page) and a reference list at the end, which is more

common in social sciences. Both systems are supported by Chicago.
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