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chicago manual for religious psychology citation is a crucial tool for
scholars navigating the intersection of faith and the mind. Properly citing
sources in this interdisciplinary field demands an understanding of the
Chicago Manual of Style's (CMOS) guidelines, particularly as they apply to
religious texts, theological works, and psychological studies of belief. This
comprehensive guide will illuminate the intricacies of applying CMOS to
religious psychology research, covering everything from foundational
principles to the specific nuances of referencing sacred scriptures and
psychological literature. We will explore best practices for both
footnote/endnote and author-date citation styles, ensuring clarity and
accuracy in your academic work. Understanding these citation methods is vital
for maintaining academic integrity and for effectively communicating your
research to a scholarly audience.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Religious Psychology

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system (footnotes and endnotes) and the author-date
system. Both systems are widely accepted in academic circles, but the choice
often depends on the specific discipline and the publisher's requirements.
For religious psychology, which draws heavily from both humanities (theology,
philosophy of religion) and social sciences (psychology), understanding the
flexibility and specific rules within CMOS is paramount. The manual provides
a framework for consistent and accurate attribution of sources, which is
fundamental to scholarly discourse.

When working within religious psychology, researchers frequently encounter a
diverse range of source materials. These can include classical theological
texts, contemporary psychological journals, empirical studies on religious
experiences, and philosophical treatises on the nature of faith. The Chicago
Manual of Style is designed to accommodate this variety, offering guidance on



how to format citations for books, articles, websites, interviews, and even
primary religious scriptures. The goal is to provide readers with sufficient
information to locate and verify the original source, thereby enhancing the
credibility and transparency of the research.

Footnote and Endnote Citation Style for
Religious Psychology

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities and in many
religious studies departments, uses superscript numbers within the text to
refer to corresponding notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the
end of the document (endnotes). For religious psychology research, this
system is particularly useful for incorporating extensive commentary or
detailed explanations alongside the citation, without disrupting the flow of
the main text. The first citation of a source in a note is typically a full
citation, while subsequent citations for the same source can be shortened.

First Reference in Notes

When citing a book in the first note, you will generally include the author's
full name, the title of the book (italicized), publication information (city,
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) referenced. For example:

1. Ninian Smart, The World's Religions: A Concise Introduction (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 45.

For journal articles, the format includes the author's name, article title
(in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers,
publication year, and page numbers.

2. Dale G. Larson and Susan L. Jones, "The Psychology of Religious
Experience," Journal of Psychology and Theology 35, no. 2 (2007): 112.

Subsequent References in Notes

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same source can
be abbreviated. This usually involves the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the
same author), and the page number.

3. Smart, World's Religions, 67.

4. Larson and Jones, "Psychology of Religious Experience," 115.

If the subsequent reference is immediately after the previous one, "Ibid."
(Latin for "in the same place") can be used, followed by the new page number
if applicable.

5. Ibid., 118.



Author-Date Citation Style for Religious
Psychology

The author-date system, more common in the social and natural sciences,
places parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically at the end
of a sentence or clause. These citations include the author's last name and
the year of publication, followed by a page number if a direct quotation or
specific idea is being referenced. This system allows readers to quickly
identify the source and year of publication without referring to endnotes or
footnotes, facilitating a more integrated reading experience.

In-Text Citations

An in-text citation in the author-date system generally appears as follows:

Many scholars have explored the impact of existential anxiety on religious
belief (Yalom 1980, 155).

When referring to the author's work within the sentence, the year follows the
author's name:

Yalom (1980) further elaborates on the role of the confrontation with death
in the formation of religious coping mechanisms.

Reference List

Under the author-date system, a comprehensive "Reference List" or "Works
Cited" page is required at the end of the document. This list includes all
sources cited in the text, alphabetized by author's last name. The format for
each entry is similar to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system,
but often includes journal article DOIs or URLs if applicable and available.

Larson, Dale G., and Susan L. Jones. 2007. "The Psychology of Religious
Experience." Journal of Psychology and Theology 35 (2): 110–125.

Smart, Ninian. 2007. The World's Religions: A Concise Introduction. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Citing Religious Texts and Scriptures

Citing sacred scriptures requires a specific approach within the Chicago
Manual of Style to ensure clarity and respect for the source material.
Generally, religious texts are treated as primary sources and are often cited
in a consistent manner, usually with book, chapter, and verse numbers, rather
than page numbers from a specific edition, unless a particular scholarly
edition is being analyzed.



Common Scripture Citation Practices

When using the notes-bibliography system, scriptures are typically cited in
the notes without appearing on the bibliography page. The citation format is
consistent across editions:

Genesis 1:1

John 3:16

Quran 4:3

If a specific translation or commentary is being used, it should be mentioned
in the first note. For example:

1. John 3:16 (New International Version).

For the author-date system, if a specific edition of scripture is being
referenced as a primary source, it may appear in the reference list. However,
for general references, the in-text citation is often omitted, and the
scripture is identified directly in the text, with the full citation
(including translation) provided in a footnote or endnote.

Sacred Texts as Scholarly Works

If a scholarly edition of a religious text, complete with introductions,
commentaries, and annotations, is being used as a research source, it should
be cited like any other book in the bibliography or reference list.

Augustine of Hippo. Confessions. Translated and edited by Henry
Chadwick. New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

This approach distinguishes between referencing the scripture itself and
referencing scholarly analysis of that scripture.

Referencing Psychological Studies in Religious
Contexts

When integrating psychological research into religious psychology studies,
adherence to CMOS is essential for accurately attributing findings and
methodologies. Whether using the notes-bibliography or author-date system,
the core principle remains the same: provide enough information for the
reader to locate the original study.

Journal Articles and Empirical Studies

Psychological studies are most commonly published in academic journals. When
citing these, precision in detailing the author(s), year, title, journal
name, volume, issue, and page numbers is crucial. Ensure that the specific
findings or theories being referenced are clearly linked to the original



source.

When using the notes-bibliography system:

1. Smith, John R., and Emily Carter. "The Impact of Mindfulness
Meditation on Spiritual Well-being." Journal of Applied Psychology of
Religion 42, no. 3 (2018): 215–230.

When using the author-date system:

Research indicates a positive correlation between religious commitment and
reported life satisfaction (Smith and Carter 2018, 220).

Books and Monographs

Psychological theories and research are also disseminated through books and
monographs. These should be cited in full, including publication details,
just as with any other academic book.

In notes:

2. James, William. The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in
Human Nature. New York: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1902.

In author-date reference list:

James, William. 1902. The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in
Human Nature. New York: Longmans, Green, and Co.

Special Considerations for Religious Psychology
Citations

The interdisciplinary nature of religious psychology presents unique
challenges and requires careful attention to detail in citation practices.
Beyond the standard formatting, certain sources and concepts demand
specialized handling to ensure clarity and academic rigor.

Unpublished Works and Dissertations

Researchers may encounter unpublished studies, conference presentations, or
doctoral dissertations relevant to religious psychology. These should be
cited with as much detail as possible, including the author, title, type of
work, and date. For unpublished materials, indicate their status (e.g.,
"unpublished manuscript," "paper presented at the annual meeting of...") and
location if known.

Notes-bibliography example:

3. Lee, Sarah. "Cognitive Dissonance and Faith Crises in Adolescence."
(PhD diss., University of ______, 2022).



Author-date reference list example:

Lee, Sarah. 2022. "Cognitive Dissonance and Faith Crises in
Adolescence." PhD diss., University of ______.

Personal Communications and Interviews

Interviews with religious leaders, psychologists, or individuals who have
undergone significant religious experiences can be valuable primary sources.
These are typically cited in footnotes or endnotes and do not appear in the
bibliography or reference list. The note should include the interviewee's
name, type of communication, date, and location if applicable.

Interview with Rabbi David Cohen, Jerusalem, October 15, 2021.

For author-date users, personal communications are generally cited in the
text and not included in the reference list.

A personal interview with Dr. Anya Sharma confirmed these preliminary
findings.

Online Resources and Digital Humanities Projects

The digital landscape offers a wealth of resources for religious psychology,
from online archives of religious texts to psychological databases. CMOS
provides guidelines for citing websites, online articles, and digital
editions. It is crucial to include the URL and the date of access, as online
content can change.

Notes-bibliography example:

4. "The Psychology of Conversion." American Psychological Association.
Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.apa.org/topics/religion-spirituality/conversion.

Author-date reference list example:

American Psychological Association. n.d. "The Psychology of Conversion."
Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.apa.org/topics/religion-spirituality/conversion.

Consistency and thoroughness in citation are key to producing credible and
impactful research in religious psychology, ensuring that the scholarly
conversation is built on a foundation of well-attributed knowledge.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for religious psychology citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text
and compiled at the end. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes linked to superscript numbers in the text and requires
a bibliography. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year, Page) and requires a reference list.

Q: How should I cite a specific translation of the
Bible using the Chicago Manual of Style for religious
psychology?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, cite the scripture directly (e.g., John
3:16) and mention the specific translation in the first footnote or endnote.
For the author-date system, if the translation is a core part of your
research, it might appear in the reference list; otherwise, it's often noted
in the text or a footnote.

Q: Can I use "Ibid." when citing multiple
psychological studies in my religious psychology
paper?
A: Yes, "Ibid." can be used if you are citing the exact same source
consecutively in footnotes or endnotes. However, if you are citing different
psychological studies, even if they are from the same author, you must use
the shortened note format or a full citation to distinguish them.

Q: What is the recommended way to cite a religious
text that has no clear author or publication date,
like ancient scriptures?
A: For ancient scriptures (e.g., the Torah, the Vedas), Chicago style
generally advises citing them by their canonical divisions (book, chapter,
verse) directly in the text or notes. They are typically not included in the
bibliography or reference list unless a specific scholarly edition with
commentary is being used.

Q: How do I cite a scholarly article about a
psychological theory of religion that I found on a
database like PsycINFO?
A: You would cite it as you would any journal article, including the
author(s), article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and page
numbers. If citing online, include the DOI or URL and the date of access. The
format will vary slightly between the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems.



Q: Is it acceptable to cite personal interviews with
religious leaders in my religious psychology research
using Chicago style?
A: Yes, personal communications, including interviews, are acceptable and
valuable. In the notes-bibliography system, they are cited in footnotes or
endnotes and do not appear in the bibliography. In the author-date system,
they are typically mentioned in the text and not included in the reference
list.

Q: When citing a book on the psychology of religion,
should I italicize the title in both footnote and
author-date citations?
A: Yes, regardless of the citation system used (notes-bibliography or author-
date), book titles should always be italicized. This is a standard convention
to distinguish book titles from article titles, which are usually enclosed in
quotation marks.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations for works
that are translated and have both original and
translator/editor information?
A: When citing translated works, especially those relevant to religious
psychology, provide the original author's name first, followed by the title.
Then, include information about the translator or editor and the publication
details of the specific edition you consulted. Both notes and reference lists
require this detailed information.
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