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chicago manual for missiology citation: Navigating the intricacies of
academic writing within the field of missiology requires a clear
understanding of established citation styles. This comprehensive guide delves
into the specifics of adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for
missiological research, offering detailed insights into its application for
various source types. We will explore the fundamental principles of both the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems, highlighting their relevance to
the unique demands of missiological scholarship. Furthermore, this article
will provide practical examples and best practices for citing diverse
materials commonly encountered in missiology, from theological texts and
historical documents to ethnographic research and contemporary mission
reports. By mastering the Chicago Manual for missiology citation, scholars
can ensure the integrity, clarity, and academic rigor of their work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in
Missiology

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely recognized and respected style
guide that provides comprehensive instructions for preparing and submitting
manuscripts for publication in the United States. Within academic
disciplines, its flexibility and robust guidelines make it a popular choice.
For missiology, a field that draws upon diverse methodologies and sources,
the Chicago Manual offers a structured framework for acknowledging
intellectual debts and presenting research accurately. Its adaptability
allows for the accommodation of a broad spectrum of scholarly materials, from
ancient theological treatises to modern ethnographic studies, making it
particularly well-suited for the interdisciplinary nature of missiological
inquiry.

Two primary systems are presented by the Chicago Manual of Style: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are employed within
missiological scholarship, with the choice often depending on the specific
journal, publisher, or institutional requirements. Understanding the nuances
of each system is crucial for consistent and correct application. The notes-



bibliography system, characterized by footnotes or endnotes and a
bibliography, is frequently favored in history and the humanities, fields
that significantly inform missiological study. The author-date system, with
in-text citations and a reference list, is more common in the sciences and
social sciences, which also contribute valuable research methods and
theoretical frameworks to missiology.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Missiology

The notes-bibliography system is a cornerstone for many scholars in
missiology, particularly those engaged in historical, theological, or text-
based research. This system utilizes numbered notes, either as footnotes at
the bottom of the page or as endnotes at the end of the document, to cite
sources. These notes provide specific page numbers and complete bibliographic
details for each reference, allowing readers to easily locate the original
material. Following the initial full citation in a note, subsequent
references to the same work can be shortened for conciseness, typically
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The accompanying bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in
the text. It serves as a comprehensive reference tool for readers, providing
full publication details for every work consulted. This dual
approach—detailed notes for immediate reference and a comprehensive
bibliography for broader exploration—ensures both precision and accessibility
in academic writing. For missiological research that heavily relies on
primary texts, historical archives, and extensive secondary literature, the
clarity and thoroughness of the notes-bibliography system are invaluable.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Missiology

The decision between using footnotes or endnotes within the notes-
bibliography system in missiology is often a matter of convention or
publisher preference. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
citation is made, offering immediate context to the reader without requiring
them to turn to the end of the chapter or book. Endnotes, conversely, are
compiled at the end of the manuscript, chapter, or work, offering a cleaner
page layout but requiring readers to navigate to a separate section. Both are
equally acceptable under the Chicago Manual of Style, but consistency within
a single work is paramount for a professional presentation of missiological
research.

Crafting Effective Notes for Missiological Sources



Effective note-crafting in missiology involves meticulously recording all
necessary bibliographic information for each source. This includes the
author’s full name, the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation
marks for articles or chapters), the place and date of publication, and the
specific page number(s) being referenced. For missiological studies, this
might involve citing a specific passage from a seminal theological text, a
historical journal entry from a missionary, or a chapter in a collected
volume of essays on global Christianity. Precision in these details is non-
negotiable for scholarly integrity.

The Author-Date System for Missiology

The author-date system, another prominent format within the Chicago Manual of
Style, offers an alternative approach to citing sources, commonly found in
fields that emphasize quantitative data or empirical research, which are
increasingly relevant to contemporary missiology. This system relies on brief
in-text citations, typically enclosed in parentheses, which include the
author's last name and the year of publication. When page numbers are
essential for pinpointing specific information, they are also included within
the parenthetical citation. This method allows for a streamlined reading
experience, as the reader is not interrupted by extensive footnotes or
endnotes.

Following the author-date system, a comprehensive reference list appears at
the end of the document. This list contains full bibliographic information
for every source cited in the text, alphabetized by the author's last name.
While the in-text citations are brief, the reference list provides all the
necessary details for readers to locate and consult the original works. This
system is particularly useful for missiological research that incorporates
social science data, survey results, or contemporary statistical analyses of
global religious trends, ensuring that the foundational data is clearly
attributed.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date Missiology

In-text citations within the author-date system for missiology should be
concise and clear. A typical citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 45) when
referring to a specific passage. If the author's name is mentioned in the
narrative, only the year and page number are needed in parentheses, such as
"As Smith (2020, 45) argues..." For citing multiple sources within the same
parenthetical citation, they are separated by semicolons: (Jones 2019; Lee
2021). This approach maintains readability while ensuring that every piece of
borrowed information is properly attributed within the flow of the
missiological argument.



The Reference List for Author-Date Missiology

The reference list in the author-date system is a critical component of
missiological scholarship. It serves as an exhaustive inventory of all
consulted and cited materials. Each entry must include complete bibliographic
details, formatted according to CMOS guidelines, including author(s), year of
publication, title of work, and publication information. For edited volumes,
it is crucial to list the editors and the specific chapter author. This list
is alphabetized by the author's last name, providing a structured and easily
navigable resource for readers seeking to delve deeper into the missiological
sources underpinning the research.

Citing Primary Sources in Missiology

Primary sources are foundational to much missiological research, offering
direct insights into historical events, theological developments, and the
lived experiences of missionaries and mission contexts. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides specific guidance for citing these unique materials, whether
they are handwritten letters, official mission reports, theological tracts,
or oral testimonies. The precise format will vary depending on the nature of
the primary source, but the overarching principle remains the same: to
provide enough information for the reader to locate and verify the source.

For unpublished primary sources, such as archival documents or personal
correspondence, citations typically include the name of the archive or
collection, the collection name and number, the item identifier, and the date
of the document. For published primary sources, such as historical
theological works or early mission journals that have been reissued, the
citation will resemble that of a secondary source, but with careful attention
paid to the original publication details if relevant. Accurately citing these
raw materials is essential for the credibility and transparency of
missiological scholarship.

Archival Materials in Missiology

Citing archival materials in missiology requires a detailed approach that
reflects the nature of these often-unique documents. When referencing a
letter, diary, or official report found in an archive, the citation should
clearly identify the repository, the collection name, the box and folder
numbers, and the specific item within that folder. For example, a footnote
might read: "Letter from John Smith to Jane Doe, October 15, 1910, John Smith
Papers, Box 3, Folder 12, Missionary Archives, University Library." This
level of detail ensures that another researcher can precisely locate the same
document.



Published Primary Theological and Historical Works

When citing published primary theological and historical works that are
central to missiology, the Chicago Manual of Style requires a clear
indication of authorship, title, and publication details. For instance,
referencing Augustine's City of God would involve a format like: Augustine of
Hippo, The City of God Against the Pagans, trans. R. H. Barrow
(Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1972), book 14, chap. 28.

If citing a historical mission account that has been translated or edited, it
is important to include the original author, the translator or editor, the
title of the translated work, the original publication information (if known
and relevant), and the publication details of the edition being used. For
missiological studies, this meticulous approach to citing foundational texts
ensures the accurate representation of the historical and theological
foundations of mission.

Citing Secondary Sources in Missiology

Secondary sources form the bulk of academic literature that missiologists
engage with, providing analysis, interpretation, and critique of primary
materials and previous scholarship. The Chicago Manual of Style offers clear
guidelines for citing books, journal articles, book chapters, and other
scholarly works. The exact format will depend on whether the notes-
bibliography or author-date system is employed, but the core principle of
providing sufficient attribution remains consistent across both.

Accurate citation of secondary sources in missiology is vital for
demonstrating an awareness of existing scholarship, engaging in scholarly
dialogue, and avoiding plagiarism. It allows readers to trace the
intellectual lineage of arguments and to explore the broader academic
conversation surrounding missiological topics. Whether citing a seminal work
on church planting, a study of religious syncretism, or an analysis of global
Pentecostalism, adhering to CMOS standards ensures academic integrity.

Books and Book Chapters in Missiology

When citing books in missiology using the notes-bibliography system, a
footnote or endnote would typically include the author’s full name, the title
of the book in italics, the publication information (city, publisher, year),
and the specific page number(s). For example: J. D. G. Dunn, Theology of Paul
the Apostle (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998), 156.

Citing a chapter within an edited volume follows a similar pattern but



requires attribution to the chapter author and the editors of the volume. For
example: Lamin Sanneh, "Translating the Bible into Africa's Languages," in
The Bible and Ethics of Modernity, ed. Philip S. Fernández (Atlanta: Society
of Biblical Literature Press, 2012), 78.

In the author-date system, these would appear as (Dunn 1998, 156) and (Sanneh
2012, 78) in the text, with full details in the reference list.

Journal Articles and Periodicals in Missiology

Citing journal articles in missiology is a frequent necessity, as much
contemporary research is published in periodicals dedicated to the study of
mission. Using the notes-bibliography system, a footnote would include the
author’s full name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the name of
the journal in italics, the volume and issue number, the year of publication,
and the page range of the article, followed by the specific page cited. For
instance: David J. Bosch, "The Scope of Mission," International Bulletin of
Missionary Research 13, no. 2 (April 1989): 55.
doi:10.1177/239693938901300201.

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Bosch 1989, 55),
and the reference list entry would contain all the detailed publication
information, including the DOI if available. Precision in journal article
citations is crucial for tracking the evolution of missiological thought and
methodology.

Citing Digital and Online Resources in
Missiology

The digital landscape has profoundly impacted missiological research, with a
vast array of online articles, websites, databases, and digital archives
becoming indispensable resources. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
guidelines for citing these evolving forms of information, emphasizing the
need for sufficient detail to allow readers to access the material. This
includes providing URLs and access dates, especially for content that might
be subject to change.

When citing online resources in missiology, it is important to consider the
type of source. A scholarly article accessed online should be cited with its
DOI if available, or with the URL and access date. Websites, blog posts, and
online reports require careful attribution to the author or organization, the
title of the page or post, the website name, and the URL. The consistent and
accurate citation of digital materials is essential for the integrity of
contemporary missiological scholarship, reflecting the increasing reliance on



networked information.

Websites and Online Reports

Citing websites and online reports in missiology requires clarity regarding
authorship, publication, and accessibility. For a website, a footnote might
look like: World Mission Statistics, "Global Religious Trends 2023," accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.worldmissionstats.org/trends2023.

For an online report from an organization: Pew Research Center, "The Future
of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050," January 2019,
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2019/01/01/projections-for-religious-pop
ulations/.

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would typically be (Pew
Research Center 2019) or (World Mission Statistics 2023), with full details
in the reference list, including the access date. This ensures that even
ephemeral online content can be reliably referenced.

E-books and Digital Journal Issues

The citation of e-books and digital journal issues in missiology often
mirrors that of their print counterparts but includes additional information
to facilitate online access. For an e-book, using the notes-bibliography
system, a footnote might appear as: Lamin Sanneh, Translating the Message:
The Missionary Impact of the Abrahamic Languages (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,
2009), chap. 3, Kindle edition. If a specific page number is available
through a reader's interface, it should be included. For a digital journal
issue, the DOI is the most crucial element for ensuring discoverability.

In the author-date system, these would be cited as (Sanneh 2009, chap. 3) in
the text. The reference list entry for an e-book should include the format
(e.g., Kindle, PDF) and the URL or DOI if available. For digital journal
articles, prioritizing the DOI in both the notes and the reference list is
standard practice for accuracy and ease of access in missiological research.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Missiology
Citations

Missiological research often involves navigating a complex array of source
types, from ancient theological texts and ethnographic field notes to
contemporary statistical analyses and denominational reports. This diversity



can present unique challenges for consistent and accurate citation according
to the Chicago Manual of Style. For instance, archaic theological language or
obscure historical mission archives may require extra diligence in
deciphering and formatting.

One common challenge is the handling of multiple authors or editors for a
single work. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific rules for these
situations, which are crucial for maintaining clarity. Another frequent issue
is the consistent application of a chosen citation system (notes-bibliography
or author-date) throughout an entire work. Developing a systematic approach
and utilizing citation management tools can significantly mitigate these
challenges, ensuring the scholarly rigor of missiological publications.

Handling Non-Standard and Obscure Sources

Missiology frequently requires engagement with non-standard or obscure
sources, such as oral histories, indigenous texts, or uncatalogued mission
documents. When encountering such materials, the principle of clarity and
verifiability remains paramount. For oral histories, citations should include
the name of the interviewee, the date of the interview, the interviewer, and
the location or repository where the recording or transcript is held. For
indigenous texts that may not have formal publication details, descriptive
information about their origin, authorship (if known), and dissemination is
essential.

The Chicago Manual of Style encourages scholars to be as specific as
possible. If a source lacks a clear author or date, researchers should state
this and provide the best available descriptive information. For
missiological research, thoroughly documenting these unique sources is key to
validating ethnographic findings and historical narratives.

Ensuring Consistency Across Diverse Source Types

Achieving consistency in missiology citations across a wide array of source
types is a hallmark of professional academic writing. This involves adhering
strictly to the chosen CMOS system (notes-bibliography or author-date) for
all references, regardless of whether the source is a printed book, a digital
article, or an archival letter. Creating a style sheet for the project can be
an invaluable tool, outlining the preferred format for each category of
source encountered.

Regular review of the manuscript to ensure uniformity in punctuation,
capitalization, and the presentation of bibliographic information is also
critical. For example, if citing multiple editions of a seminal missiological
work, ensuring the correct edition and publication details are consistently



presented reinforces the credibility of the research. Diligent proofreading
and a systematic approach are the best solutions for maintaining this
essential consistency.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual Missiology
Citation

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for missiology citation demands
attention to detail and a commitment to scholarly integrity. One of the most
effective best practices is to fully understand the chosen citation
system—either notes-bibliography or author-date—and to apply it consistently
throughout the entire manuscript. This includes meticulously recording
bibliographic information for every source consulted, even those not directly
cited, as they may prove valuable for future reference or further research.

Familiarity with the specific requirements of the publication venue (journal,
publisher, or academic institution) is also crucial, as they may have slight
modifications to standard CMOS guidelines. Utilizing citation management
software can greatly assist in organizing sources and generating
bibliographies, thereby reducing the likelihood of errors. Finally, seeking
feedback from peers or mentors on citation accuracy is a valuable step in
ensuring the polished and professional presentation of missiological
research.

Utilizing Citation Management Tools

For missiologists engaged in extensive research, utilizing citation
management tools is a highly recommended best practice. Software such as
Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can significantly streamline the citation
process by allowing scholars to store, organize, and manage their references
efficiently. These tools can automatically format citations and
bibliographies according to the Chicago Manual of Style, saving considerable
time and reducing the potential for manual errors. By integrating these tools
into the research workflow, missiologists can focus more on the content of
their scholarship rather than the minutiae of citation formatting.

Proofreading and Verification

The final and perhaps most critical step in ensuring accurate missiology
citation according to the Chicago Manual of Style is rigorous proofreading
and verification. Every note, every in-text citation, and every entry in the
bibliography must be checked against the original source. This process should
not be rushed. A careful review can catch inconsistencies in author names,



titles, publication dates, page numbers, and the overall formatting. Many
scholars find it beneficial to have a colleague or editor assist in this
final verification stage, as a fresh pair of eyes can often spot errors that
the original author may have overlooked.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems for Chicago
Manual missiology citation?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources and requires a separate bibliography at the end. The author-date
system uses brief parenthetical citations in the text (author, year, page)
and a reference list at the end.

Q: Should I italicize the titles of books or put
them in quotation marks when citing in missiology?
A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, titles of books, journals, and
other standalone works should be italicized. Titles of articles, chapters,
and other shorter works that are part of a larger whole are generally placed
in quotation marks.

Q: How do I cite an interview conducted for my
missiology research?
A: For an interview, you should include the interviewee's name, the title of
the interview (if applicable), the date of the interview, and information
about where the interview can be found (e.g., personal collection, archive,
or transcript). If it was a published interview, you would cite it as a
published source.

Q: What is the role of a DOI when citing digital
resources in missiology?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier used to
uniquely identify electronic documents. When citing online journal articles
or other digital resources, providing the DOI is highly recommended as it
allows readers to easily locate the exact version of the source, even if the
URL changes.



Q: How do I handle citing a source with more than
three authors in Chicago Manual missiology citation?
A: For sources with more than three authors, the Chicago Manual of Style
generally recommends listing all authors' names in the first full note or in
the reference list entry. In subsequent notes (for the notes-bibliography
system), you can use the first author's last name followed by "et al." For
author-date citations, the practice is typically to list all authors in the
first in-text citation if there are two or three, and use the first author
followed by "et al." for four or more authors, though specific journal
guidelines may vary.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a classical
theological text, like an ancient scripture, in
missiology using CMOS?
A: Classical theological texts and scriptures are often cited by book,
chapter, and verse or section, rather than by page number, to ensure
universality. For example, a citation might be John 3:16 or Augustine,
Confessions, trans. R. S. Pine-Coffin (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1961),
1.1. Subsequent references might use a shortened form.

Q: Are there specific considerations for citing
mission reports or denominational documents in
missiology?
A: Yes, when citing mission reports or denominational documents, treat them
as official publications. Include the name of the organization, the title of
the report, the publication year, and any relevant report numbers. If citing
from a website, include the URL and access date. The specific format will
depend on whether the document is published, unpublished, or online.
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