chicago manual for exegesis citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is an indispensable guide for anyone
engaged in academic writing, particularly in fields that require meticulous
citation practices. When delving into exegesis, the critical explanation or
interpretation of a text, adhering to a standardized citation format is not
merely a stylistic choice but a fundamental requirement for scholarly
integrity and clarity. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of
the Chicago manual for exegesis citation, demystifying its core principles
and practical applications. We will explore the nuances of citing various
textual sources, from biblical scriptures to secondary scholarly works,
ensuring your exegesis adheres to the highest academic standards.
Understanding these citation conventions is crucial for building a strong,
credible argument supported by accurate attribution.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Exegesis

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic
writing, and its application to exegesis is particularly vital. Exegesis, by
its very nature, involves engaging with primary texts and scholarly
interpretations, necessitating precise and consistent attribution of sources.
The CMOS offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. For exegesis, especially within theological,
religious studies, and classical studies disciplines, the notes-bibliography
system is overwhelmingly preferred. This system uses footnotes or endnotes
for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the work to list all
sources consulted. This preference stems from the need to embed explanatory
notes and to provide detailed source information without disrupting the flow
of an interpretive argument.

Employing the Chicago manual for exegesis citation ensures that readers can

easily trace the origins of your interpretations, verify your sources, and

engage with the scholarly conversation surrounding the text. It demonstrates
respect for intellectual property and contributes to the overall credibility
of your exegesis. The detailed nature of the notes-bibliography system allows
for extensive commentary and reference within the notes themselves, which can
be particularly useful when discussing multiple interpretations or providing



supplementary information related to a cited source.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation for
Exegesis

The foundation of the Chicago manual for exegesis citation lies in accuracy,
consistency, and completeness. Whether you are citing ancient scriptures or
contemporary academic journals, the goal is to provide enough information for
your reader to locate the exact source you consulted. This involves carefully
recording essential bibliographic details for each source. The notes-
bibliography system, commonly used in exegesis, relies on two main
components: the footnote or endnote and the bibliography. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page, while endnotes are collected at the end of the
document. Both serve the same citation purpose. The bibliography, conversely,
is an alphabetized list of all sources cited in the text, providing a
comprehensive overview of your research.

A key principle is the distinction between citing primary texts (the texts
being exegeted) and secondary sources (scholarly analyses of those texts).
The format for each differs significantly, reflecting their unique roles in
your exegesis. Understanding these distinctions is paramount to correctly
implementing the Chicago manual for exegesis citation guidelines.
Furthermore, the concept of "shortened notes" is crucial for subsequent
citations of the same source, preventing redundancy while still providing
sufficient identification.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style Exegesis

In the context of exegesis, footnotes and endnotes are indispensable tools.
They allow for the seamless integration of source information directly into
the interpretive flow of your argument without the abrupt interruption often
associated with parenthetical citations. Each footnote or endnote is
typically numbered sequentially and corresponds to a superscript number
placed within the text, usually after the relevant quote, paraphrase, or
assertion. The initial citation in a note provides full bibliographic details
for a source, while subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened.

When using the Chicago manual for exegesis citation, the content of a
footnote or endnote will vary depending on the type of source. For books, it
might include the author's name, title, publication details, and specific
page numbers. For articles, it would include the journal title, volume,
issue, date, and page range. The flexibility of notes also allows for brief
explanatory comments or digressions that might not fit directly into the main
body of the text but are nonetheless relevant to your exegesis.



The Bibliography in Chicago Style Exegesis

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your exegetical work, serves as a
comprehensive catalog of all the sources you have cited. It is alphabetized
by the author's last name and presents information in a consistent format
that mirrors the details found in the initial notes. While footnotes and
endnotes provide granular detail for specific points, the bibliography offers
a broad overview of the scholarly landscape you have navigated. This allows
readers to easily identify all the works that have informed your
interpretation and to explore those sources further if they wish.

When compiling your bibliography according to the Chicago manual for exegesis
citation, ensure meticulous attention to detail. Each entry should include
all necessary bibliographic information, formatted precisely as the CMOS
dictates. This includes author names, titles, publication locations,
publishers, dates, and page numbers for articles or specific chapters within
edited volumes. Consistency in formatting within the bibliography is as
crucial as accuracy in the content.

Citing Sacred Texts: Biblical and Other
Religious Scriptures

Citing sacred texts, such as the Bible, Quran, or Torah, is a cornerstone of
exegetical practice and requires specific conventions within the Chicago
manual for exegesis citation. Unlike other books, sacred scriptures are
typically cited by book, chapter, and verse, not by page number, as different
translations and editions will have varying pagination. This standardized
approach ensures that any reader, regardless of the edition they are using,
can locate the precise passage being referenced.

For the Bible, the convention is to abbreviate the book name (e.g., Gen for
Genesis, John for the Gospel of John) followed by the chapter and verse
numbers. For example, Genesis 1:1 would be written as Gen 1:1. If you are
referring to a specific translation in your exegesis, it is good practice to
identify it in your first citation or in a general note at the beginning of
your work. The Chicago manual for exegesis citation emphasizes clarity and
accessibility when dealing with these foundational texts.

Biblical Citations:

o Book abbreviation: chapter:verse (e.g., Gen 1:1, Matt 5:3-12, Rom
8:28).

o Use an en dash for verse ranges (e.g., John 3:16-21).



o When citing multiple verses within a chapter, use a comma (e.g.,
Psalm 23:1, 4-6).

Citing Different Translations:

o Your first reference should identify the translation (e.g., The New
Revised Standard Version Bible).

o Subsequent citations of the same translation can omit the full
title.

Other Sacred Texts:

o Follow similar principles of book, section, or chapter, and
verse/line numbering as appropriate for the specific text.

o Consult specific style guides for individual religious traditions
if the CMOS does not offer explicit guidance.

When discussing a sacred text within your exegesis, you might cite it
directly in a footnote or endnote when you first introduce it. For instance,
a note might read: "All biblical quotations are from The New Revised Standard
Version Bible unless otherwise noted." Subsequent references to specific
passages would then follow the standard book:chapter:verse format without
needing to repeat the translation information.

Citing Secondary Sources: Books, Articles, and
Other Scholarly Works

Citing secondary sources is fundamental to any exegesis, as it demonstrates
engagement with existing scholarship and provides a basis for your own
arguments. The Chicago manual for exegesis citation provides detailed
guidelines for a wide range of source types, including books, journal
articles, book chapters, dissertations, and even online resources. The
primary goal is to provide enough information for your reader to locate the
exact material you consulted.

For books, a full note typically includes the author's full name, the full



title of the book (italicized), publication information (place: publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s) cited. For journal articles, the note
includes the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication
date, and the page range of the article, along with the specific page(s)
cited. Understanding these distinctions is vital for accurate application of
the Chicago manual for exegesis citation.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

When citing a book in your exegesis using the Chicago manual for exegesis
citation, the format in a footnote or endnote generally follows this
structure: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Publication Place:
Publisher, Year), page number(s). For example: Walter Kaiser Jr., The Use of
the 0ld Testament in the New (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 45. In the
bibliography, the format is reversed: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book.
Publication Place: Publisher, Year. This consistent inversion between notes
and bibliography is a hallmark of the Chicago style.

Remember to use italics for book titles. If the book has multiple authors,
the first author is listed as usual, followed by "and" before the second
author's name. For edited volumes where you are citing a chapter by a
specific author, you would list the chapter author first, followed by the
chapter title, then the editors of the volume, the volume title, and the
publication details. This level of detail ensures absolute clarity and
adherence to the Chicago manual for exegesis citation principles.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Citing journal articles requires precision, especially when referencing
scholarly analyses relevant to your exegesis. In a footnote or endnote, the
format is typically: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title
of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number(s). For instance: Gordon D.
Fee, "Hermeneutics and the New Testament," Interpretation: A Journal of Bible
and Theology 45, no. 3 (1991): 237. The bibliography entry for a journal
article follows a similar pattern but omits the specific page number(s)
cited, providing instead the full range of the article: Last Name, First
Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range of article.

Pay close attention to the use of quotation marks for article titles and
italics for journal titles. When citing multiple articles from the same
journal by the same author, the bibliography may use a long dash in place of
the author's name for subsequent entries, ensuring a streamlined presentation
while maintaining clarity under the Chicago manual for exegesis citation
guidelines.



Citing Other Scholarly Works

The Chicago manual for exegesis citation also covers a wide array of other
scholarly materials. This includes citing book chapters within edited
volumes, dissertations, conference papers, and even electronic resources. For
a chapter in an edited book, the footnote format would be: Author First Name
Last Name, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor First Name Last
Name (Publication Place: Publisher, Year), page number(s). The bibliography
entry would be similar but would include the full page range of the chapter.

Dissertations are cited by author, dissertation title, and institution and
year of completion. For online sources, the CMOS provides guidance on
including URLs, access dates, and DOI (Digital Object Identifier) information
when available. The overarching principle remains the same: provide
sufficient information for retrieval. Adhering to these detailed instructions
ensures that your exegesis is both well-supported and professionally
presented, reflecting a thorough understanding of the Chicago manual for
exegesis citation.

The Chicago Manual for Exegesis Citation: A
Summary of Key Practices

In summary, mastering the Chicago manual for exegesis citation is crucial for
any scholar engaging in textual interpretation. The notes-bibliography
system, with its emphasis on footnotes or endnotes and a comprehensive
bibliography, is the standard for this type of academic work. This system
facilitates detailed commentary and precise attribution, enhancing the
reader's ability to follow your argument and verify your sources. The clear
distinction between citing sacred texts and secondary scholarly works is a
fundamental aspect of its application in exegesis.

Remember the core tenets of accuracy, consistency, and completeness. For
sacred texts, use the established book:chapter:verse format, independent of
pagination. For secondary sources, meticulously record author names, titles,
publication details, and specific page references. Whether you are citing a
foundational biblical passage or a recent scholarly article, adhering to the
detailed formatting rules of the Chicago manual for exegesis citation will
elevate the quality and credibility of your interpretive work. Consistent
application of these principles ensures that your exegesis contributes
meaningfully to scholarly discourse.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
by the Chicago Manual of Style for exegesis?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) primarily recommends the notes-
bibliography system for exegesis. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes
for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the work to list all
cited sources.

Q: How should biblical passages be cited according
to the Chicago manual for exegesis citation?

A: Biblical passages are cited by book, chapter, and verse (e.g., Gen 1:1).
Abbreviations for biblical books are used, and specific translations should
be identified, typically in the first citation or a general note. Page
numbers are not used for biblical citations.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote
citation and a bibliography entry for a book in
Chicago style?

A: In a footnote, the author's name is given as First Name Last Name,
followed by the book title, publication details, and page number(s). In the
bibliography, the author's name is reversed (Last Name, First Name), and the
title and publication details are listed without specific page numbers unless
it is a chapter or article.

Q: How do I cite an article from a scholarly journal
using the Chicago manual for exegesis citation?

A: A footnote/endnote citation for a journal article typically includes the
author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title
in italics, the volume and issue number, the publication year, and the
specific page number(s) cited. The bibliography entry omits the specific page
number cited and provides the article's full page range.

Q: Is it acceptable to use shortened notes for
subsequent citations of the same source in exegesis?

A: Yes, the Chicago manual for exegesis citation strongly recommends using
shortened notes for subsequent citations of a source already fully cited.
This involves using the author's last name and a shortened title of the work,
followed by the page number.



Q: What information should be included when citing a
chapter from an edited book in Chicago style?

A: When citing a chapter from an edited book, the citation includes the
chapter author's name, the chapter title, the word "in," the title of the
edited book, the editor(s) name(s), and the publication details, followed by
the page number(s) of the chapter.

Q: How does the Chicago manual for exegesis citation
handle variations in biblical translations?

A: It is important to clearly identify the specific biblical translation used
in your exegesis. This is typically done in the first citation of scripture
or in a general note at the beginning of your work. Subsequent citations can
then omit this detail.

Q: Can I use online resources in my exegesis, and
how are they cited in Chicago style?

A: Yes, online resources can be used, and the Chicago manual provides
guidelines for their citation. This usually involves including the author,
title, website name, publication or last modified date, and the URL. Access
dates are often included for online sources.
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