
chicago manual film research papers
chicago style
The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMS, is an essential guide for
academic writing, and its application to film research papers is particularly crucial for
students and scholars in the field. Mastering the Chicago Manual film research papers
Chicago style ensures clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly conventions. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of citing films, scholarly articles,
books, and online resources within a Chicago-style framework, providing detailed
instructions on footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies. We will explore the specific
formatting requirements for various film-related sources, offering practical examples to
demystify the process of constructing a properly formatted Chicago-style research paper
on cinema. Understanding these nuances is key to presenting your film analysis with
precision and authority.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Film Research

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) provides a robust framework for academic writing
across disciplines, and its adaptation for film research papers is vital for scholarly
communication. This style guide offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. For film research, the notes-bibliography
system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, is generally preferred.
This system allows for detailed commentary and precise source attribution, which is
particularly valuable when analyzing complex cinematic works and their critical reception.
Adhering to these guidelines ensures that your research is presented with academic rigor
and transparency.

The core principles of Chicago style emphasize clarity, consistency, and completeness in
citation. When crafting Chicago manual film research papers Chicago style, it's paramount
to understand how to accurately represent diverse sources, from feature films and
documentaries to critical essays and theoretical texts. The manual provides specific
instructions tailored to the unique nature of film as a medium, including how to cite
directors, actors, production companies, and release dates. Properly implementing these
rules elevates the credibility of your work and allows readers to easily verify your sources
and further explore the materials you have referenced.



Essential Components of Chicago Style Film
Research Papers

A well-structured Chicago manual film research papers Chicago style paper typically
includes several key components. Foremost among these is the title page, which should
contain the paper's title, your name, the course name and number, the instructor's name,
and the date. Following the title page, the main body of your paper will present your
analysis, supported by evidence from primary film sources and secondary scholarly
materials. Crucially, every piece of information or idea that is not your own must be
properly attributed through in-text citations, which in the notes-bibliography system take
the form of footnotes or endnotes.

The notes-bibliography system requires meticulous attention to detail in both the initial
citation and subsequent references to the same source. Footnotes and endnotes serve to
provide immediate attribution to the reader and can also include supplementary
information or brief commentary that might otherwise disrupt the flow of the main text.
The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, offers a complete alphabetical listing
of all sources consulted and cited, providing a comprehensive overview of the research
undertaken. Both notes and bibliography entries must conform to specific formatting rules
outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Film Research

In Chicago manual film research papers Chicago style, footnotes (appearing at the bottom
of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the paper) are used to cite sources. The
first time a source is cited, the note will include full publication details. Subsequent
citations to the same source can be shortened, typically using the author's last name and a
page number. For film sources, the note will include the film title in italics, followed by
director, studio, and release year. For example, a first note for a film might look like:
Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles (RKO Radio Pictures, 1941).

When citing critical essays or books about film, the notes will include the author's name,
the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), and publication
information, along with specific page numbers. For instance: Robert J. Belton, The Cinema
of Exploitation: From Eighteenth-Century Gothic to Contemporary Eroticism (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1989), 55. The meticulous recording of these details in notes
ensures that readers can precisely locate the information referenced and understand its
original context, a fundamental aspect of academic integrity in film studies.

The Bibliography for Film Papers

The bibliography is a cornerstone of any Chicago manual film research papers Chicago
style document, offering a consolidated and alphabetical list of all the works cited in the
notes. It allows readers to quickly scan the range of sources you've consulted and provides



a valuable resource for further research. The formatting of bibliography entries mirrors
that of the first note for each source but with a crucial difference: the author's last name
comes first, facilitating alphabetical sorting. For example, a film entry in the bibliography
would be: Welles, Orson, dir. Citizen Kane. RKO Radio Pictures, 1941.

Similarly, a book cited in the paper would appear in the bibliography with the author's last
name first: Belton, Robert J. The Cinema of Exploitation: From Eighteenth-Century Gothic
to Contemporary Eroticism. New York: Columbia University Press, 1989. Entries in the
bibliography are typically single-spaced within the entry and double-spaced between
entries. This systematic approach to listing sources reinforces the credibility of your
research and demonstrates a thorough engagement with existing scholarship in film
studies.

Citing Films and Audiovisual Materials

Citing films in Chicago manual film research papers Chicago style requires a specific
format to account for the collaborative nature of filmmaking and the various elements
involved. The primary elements to include are the film title (italicized), director, main
actors, producer, production company, and release year. When citing the film itself as a
whole, the format in a note might be: Parasite, directed by Bong Joon Ho, starring Song
Kang Ho and Choi Woo Shik, produced by Kwak Sin Ae and Moonyang Jin, Barunson E&A,
2019.

When referencing specific scenes or sequences, you should also include the time stamp in
your note. For example: Blade Runner, directed by Ridley Scott (Warner Bros., 1982),
00:45:10-00:47:30. This level of specificity is invaluable when making analytical points tied
to particular moments in a film. For documentaries, the director is usually the primary
figure, and the production company and year are also essential. The aim is always to
provide enough information for the reader to easily identify and, if desired, locate the
specific audiovisual material being discussed.

Citing Film Reviews and Essays

Film reviews and essays, whether from academic journals or popular publications, are
crucial secondary sources for film research. When citing a journal article, the Chicago
manual film research papers Chicago style requires the author's name, article title (in
quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, date, and page
numbers. For example: David Bordwell, "The Art Cinema as a Given," Film Criticism 35,
no. 3 (Spring 2011): 85-94. This format allows for precise retrieval of the review or essay.

For reviews or essays published online, the format is similar but includes a URL and a
date of access. It is crucial to cite these sources accurately, as they often offer valuable
critical perspectives or historical context. For instance: Manohla Dargis, "Review: 'The
Irishman' is a Masterpiece of Reflection," The New York Times, November 27, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/27/movies/the-irishman-review.html. Ensuring these



details are correct is fundamental to maintaining academic integrity and enabling readers
to trace your research journey effectively.

Citing Books on Film Theory and History

Books form the bedrock of theoretical and historical understanding in film studies, and
their citation within Chicago manual film research papers Chicago style demands careful
attention. When citing a book, the full bibliographic information includes the author's full
name, the book title (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. In a note, this would appear as: Teresa de Lauretis, Technologies of Gender:
Essays in Femininity, Film, and Modern Literature (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1987), 25. The page number is essential for specific references.

Edited collections of essays also require specific citation formats, acknowledging both the
editor(s) and the author of the individual chapter. For example: Janet Staiger, "The Politics
of the Male Gaze in Classical Hollywood Cinema," in Female Spectators: Looking at Film
and Television, ed. Deidre McClintock and Laura Mulvey (London: Verso, 1988), 150-67.
This detailed approach ensures that credit is given appropriately to all contributors and
that the precise source of information is identifiable for verification and further study.

Formatting Your Film Research Paper

Proper formatting is crucial for presenting your Chicago manual film research papers
Chicago style effectively. The main body of the paper should be double-spaced, with one-
inch margins on all sides. Indent the first line of each paragraph by a half-inch. Title pages
are generally not numbered, but subsequent pages of the main text, including the
bibliography, are numbered consecutively, typically in the upper right-hand corner,
starting with the second page of the paper.

Headings and subheadings can be used to organize your paper, though their specific
formatting may vary based on institutional or instructor guidelines. Generally, headings
are centered or left-aligned, and subheadings are indented or italicized. Consistency in
formatting is key to maintaining a professional and polished appearance. Adhering to
these formatting conventions not only enhances readability but also demonstrates your
commitment to scholarly presentation.

Creating a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography, as previously mentioned, serves as a vital inventory of your research. It
should be titled "Bibliography" and appear at the end of your paper. All sources cited in
your notes must be included here, and ideally, any other sources you consulted but did not
directly cite should also be listed, perhaps under a separate heading like "Works
Consulted." The entries are alphabetized by the author's last name, or by title if no author



is listed.

The order of information within each bibliographic entry is standardized: author's last
name, first name; title (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles); publication
details (place, publisher, year); and for articles, journal information, volume, issue, and
page range. For films, the format is director's name (if focusing on their contribution), film
title, production company, and year. A well-organized and accurately formatted
bibliography significantly enhances the credibility and usefulness of your Chicago manual
film research papers Chicago style.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system used for Chicago
Manual film research papers?
A: The notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography,
is generally the preferred and most common citation system for Chicago manual film
research papers Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a film in a footnote or endnote in
Chicago style?
A: In a footnote or endnote, a film is cited by its title (italicized), followed by the director,
production company, and release year. For example: The Godfather, directed by Francis
Ford Coppola (Paramount Pictures, 1972).

Q: What information should be included in a
bibliography entry for a book about film theory?
A: A bibliography entry for a book should include the author's last name, first name, the
book title (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene from a film in Chicago
style?
A: When citing a specific scene, you include the film title, director, production company,
and release year, followed by the time stamp for the scene. For example: Pulp Fiction,
directed by Quentin Tarantino (Miramax Films, 1994), 01:30:00-01:35:15.

Q: Are there special considerations for citing online film



reviews in Chicago style?
A: Yes, online film reviews are cited similarly to print reviews, but you must also include
the URL and the date of access. This ensures readers can locate the review, even if it's no
longer on the original page.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?
A: A footnote appears at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes
are collected at the end of the paper or chapter. Both serve the same purpose of citing
sources.

Q: Should I include all sources I read in my
bibliography, even if I didn't cite them directly?
A: It is good academic practice to include all sources consulted in your bibliography, or
you may create a separate "Works Consulted" section for sources that were not directly
cited within the text.

Q: How do I format the title page for a Chicago manual
film research papers Chicago style paper?
A: The title page typically includes the paper's title, your name, the course name and
number, the instructor's name, and the date. It is usually not numbered.

Q: What is the purpose of the notes-bibliography system
in film research?
A: The notes-bibliography system is valued in film research for its ability to provide
detailed citations and allow for supplementary commentary in notes, enhancing the
analytical depth and verifiability of the research.
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