
chicago manual film citation
chicago manual film citation is a vital skill for students, researchers, and
anyone needing to properly attribute the visual storytelling medium.
Navigating the intricacies of citing films, documentaries, and even short
clips can feel daunting, but understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
guidelines provides a clear path. This comprehensive guide will demystify the
process, breaking down the essential components of a Chicago film citation,
whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system. We will
explore how to cite various film types, including feature films,
documentaries, and individual scenes, and discuss the nuances of attributing
directors, producers, and other key personnel. Mastering these citation
elements ensures academic integrity and allows your audience to locate the
exact sources you’ve used.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Films

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers detailed guidance on how to cite a
wide array of sources, and this includes moving images like films and videos.
Its emphasis is on providing readers with enough information to easily locate
the cited work. This system recognizes that films, unlike books, have
multiple contributors and can be accessed through various media (DVD,
streaming, theatrical release), necessitating a flexible yet precise approach
to citation.

Whether you are a student working on a film studies paper or a researcher
incorporating visual evidence into a broader argument, adherence to CMOS is
crucial for maintaining academic credibility. The manual prioritizes clarity
and completeness, ensuring that your citations are not just placeholders but



functional guides for your readers. Understanding the underlying principles
of CMOS will equip you to handle unique citation challenges that may arise.

Essential Components of a Chicago Film Citation

A Chicago film citation, regardless of whether you are using the notes-
bibliography or author-date system, requires specific pieces of information
to be complete and accurate. These components help identify the film uniquely
and provide context for its creation and distribution. Recognizing these
elements is the first step toward constructing proper citations.

Key Information to Include

When citing a film in CMOS, several core pieces of information are
indispensable. These include the film's title, the director, the production
company or distributor, the year of release, and often, the medium through
which you viewed it.

Title: This should be the full, official title of the film, italicized.

Director: Crediting the director is paramount, as they are the primary
creative force.

Production Company/Distributor: This identifies who financed or released
the film.

Year of Release: The original year the film was made available to the
public.

Medium: How you accessed the film (e.g., DVD, Blu-ray, streaming
service, theatrical release).

Optional but Recommended Details

Depending on the context and the specific emphasis of your work, you may also
want to include other details that enhance the citation. These can provide
further context for your readers and demonstrate a thorough engagement with
the source material.

Screenwriter(s): For films where the screenplay is a significant focus.

Producers: Especially if their role was particularly influential or



relevant to your analysis.

Principal Actors: If the performance is central to your argument.

Running Time: Useful for detailed analyses of pacing or structure.

Specific Edition or Release: For example, a director's cut or a restored
version.

Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Films

The notes-bibliography system is commonly used in humanities disciplines and
involves footnotes or endnotes for initial citations, followed by a
bibliography at the end of the work. Citing films in this system requires
careful attention to detail in both the notes and the bibliography entry.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Films

When you first refer to a film in your text, you will use a footnote or
endnote. The format in the note provides key identifying information. The
level of detail might vary slightly depending on whether it's the first
mention or a subsequent one.

The general structure for a first note is:

Film Title, directed by Director's Name (Production Company, Year), medium.

For example:

Casablanca, directed by Michael Curtiz (Warner Bros., 1942), DVD.

Bibliography Entry for Films

The bibliography entry is more comprehensive and is alphabetized by the
film's title. It provides a fuller picture of the film's origin and
production. The structure aims to allow any reader to find the film easily.

The standard bibliography format is:

Film Title. Directed by Director's Name. Production Company, Year. Medium.

Following the example from the note:

Casablanca. Directed by Michael Curtiz. Warner Bros., 1942. DVD.

If citing from a streaming service, you would include the service name and
the URL or access date.

Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. CJ Entertainment, 2019. Streaming on



Hulu, https://www.hulu.com/watch/................ (accessed October 26,
2023).

Author-Date System: Citing Films

The author-date system, often favored in social sciences, uses in-text
citations followed by a reference list. The in-text citation is brief,
typically including the director's last name and the year, while the
reference list provides the full details.

In-Text Citation for Films

In the author-date system, the in-text citation for a film usually refers to
the director. This is placed parenthetically within the text, typically after
the first mention of the film or when quoting or paraphrasing specific
elements.

The format is generally (Director's Last Name Year).

For example:

The iconic scene in Casablanca highlights the complexities of wartime
decisions (Curtiz 1942).

Alternatively, if the director is mentioned in the sentence, the year
suffices:

Michael Curtiz's direction in Casablanca (1942) is a masterclass in cinematic
storytelling.

Reference List Entry for Films

The reference list entry in the author-date system provides the complete
details for the film. It is alphabetized by the director's last name. The
structure is similar to the bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography
system but may be slightly condensed.

The standard reference list format is:

Director's Last Name, First Name, dir. Year. Film Title. Production Company,
Year. Medium.

Using our persistent example:

Curtiz, Michael, dir. 1942. Casablanca. Warner Bros., 1942. DVD.

For streaming services:

Bong Joon-ho, dir. 2019. Parasite. CJ Entertainment, 2019. Streaming on Hulu,
https://www.hulu.com/watch/................ (accessed October 26, 2023).



Citing Different Types of Film Content

Beyond standard feature films, CMOS provides guidelines for citing a variety
of other moving image materials. This includes documentaries, short films,
individual scenes or clips, and even television episodes that might function
similarly to films in your research.

Documentaries and Short Films

Documentaries and short films are cited similarly to feature films, with the
director as the primary credited individual. The title is italicized, and the
production company and year are included.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

Won't You Be My Neighbor?, directed by Morgan Neville (Focus Features, 2018),
Blu-ray.

Example (Author-Date):

Neville, Morgan, dir. 2018. Won't You Be My Neighbor? Focus Features, 2018.
Blu-ray.

Individual Scenes or Clips

When you are referencing a specific scene or a short clip from a film, your
citation should be more precise. This often involves indicating the time
codes of the segment you are discussing. In notes, you might directly embed
this information.

Example Note:

Rick's poignant farewell to Ilsa in Casablanca (01:49:15–01:51:02)
encapsulates the film's themes of sacrifice.

While CMOS doesn't mandate time codes in bibliography or reference list
entries for scenes, it's good practice to mention if a specific scene is
crucial to your analysis, especially in the notes.

Television Series and Episodes

If you are citing a television series episode, the format shifts slightly to
acknowledge the series as a whole and the specific episode. The episode title
is usually enclosed in quotation marks, and the series title is italicized.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

"The Fly," directed by Rian Johnson, Breaking Bad, AMC, 2010, DVD.



Example (Author-Date):

Johnson, Rian, dir. 2010. "The Fly." Breaking Bad. AMC, 2010. DVD.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style for film citations can present
challenges. Awareness of common mistakes and adherence to best practices can
prevent errors and ensure clarity in your academic work.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The most critical aspect of any citation is its accuracy. Double-checking
film titles, director names, production companies, and release dates against
reliable sources is essential. Consistency in applying the chosen CMOS system
(notes-bibliography or author-date) throughout your document is equally
important.

What to Do When Information is Missing

Occasionally, you might encounter a film for which certain information is
difficult to find, such as a specific production company for an older or
independent film. In such cases, CMOS advises you to provide as much
information as you can. If a piece of information is truly unavailable, you
can omit it, but avoid guessing. For example, if the release year is
uncertain, stating "n.d." (no date) is acceptable in some contexts, but for
films, it's often better to use the earliest known release or production
year.

Leveraging Online Resources

While the Chicago Manual of Style is the ultimate authority, many online
resources can assist in formatting. Reputable style guides and university
writing centers often provide specific examples for citing films. Databases
like IMDb or Wikipedia can be helpful for gathering basic film information,
but always cross-reference with more authoritative sources when possible.

Submitting Your Work

Before submitting your work, always perform a final check of all your



citations against the requirements of your instructor or publication. Many
digital submission systems have specific formatting requirements, and
ensuring your citations are correctly rendered is the final step in academic
rigor.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the most crucial element when citing a
film in Chicago style?
A: The most crucial element is providing enough information for your reader
to locate the exact film you are referencing. This typically includes the
film's title, director, production company, and year of release.

Q: How do I cite a film if I watched it on a
streaming service like Netflix or Hulu?
A: When citing a film viewed via a streaming service, you should include the
name of the service and the URL if possible, along with the access date. For
example, in the notes-bibliography system: Film Title, directed by Director's
Name (Production Company, Year), Streaming on [Service Name],
https://www.service.com/link (accessed Month Day, Year).

Q: Should I cite the actors in my film citation?
A: Citing principal actors is generally optional in Chicago style unless
their performance is directly relevant to your argument. If you choose to
include them, they are usually listed after the director.

Q: How does the notes-bibliography system differ
from the author-date system for film citations?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for initial
citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system
uses brief in-text citations (usually director and year) followed by a
reference list.

Q: What if I'm citing a film that has multiple
directors?
A: If a film has multiple directors, you can list them all. For two
directors, list both. For three or more, you can list the first director
followed by "et al." (and others). For example, "directed by John Directors
Name et al."



Q: How do I cite a specific scene or moment from a
film?
A: When citing a specific scene or moment, especially in footnotes or
endnotes, it is helpful to include the time codes (e.g., 00:15:30–00:17:05)
to pinpoint the exact location of the material being discussed.

Q: What is the correct way to italicize a film title
in Chicago style?
A: Film titles are always italicized in Chicago style, whether they appear in
the text, notes, bibliography, or reference list.

Q: Can I use IMDb as my primary source for film
citation information?
A: While IMDb can be a useful tool for gathering initial information, it's
always best to verify critical details like release dates and production
companies with more authoritative sources. The official website of the film's
distributor or studio, or reputable film archives, are preferable.
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