chicago manual citation political
science

The Chicago Manual of Citation Political Science: Navigating Academic
Standards

chicago manual citation political science is a fundamental requirement for
students and scholars in the field, ensuring academic integrity and clear
communication of research. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to political
science, offering detailed explanations and practical examples for various
citation formats. Understanding these guidelines is crucial for accurately
attributing sources, avoiding plagiarism, and presenting scholarly work in a
professional and credible manner. We will explore the nuances of both the
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, as well as specific challenges
unique to political science research, such as citing government documents,
legislation, and international treaties. Mastering these citation standards
elevates your academic writing and demonstrates a commitment to scholarly
rigor in political science research.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, both widely
accepted in academic disciplines, including political science. The choice
between these systems often depends on the specific requirements of an
academic journal, publisher, or university department. Understanding the
fundamental differences between the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system is the first step towards effective and accurate citation in your
political science research. Each system has its own strengths and is suited
to different types of scholarly communication.



The Notes-Bibliography System for Political Science

The Notes-Bibliography system, often preferred in the humanities and some
social sciences, utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. Each
citation appears as a numbered note within the text, with a corresponding
entry in a bibliography at the end of the paper. This system allows for more
detailed commentary within the notes themselves, which can be particularly
useful for explaining the context of a source or offering tangential insights
without disrupting the main flow of the argument. For political science, this
can be advantageous when discussing the historical development of an idea or
the specific context of a primary source.

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the initial citation for a source in a
footnote or endnote is typically quite detailed, including author, title,
publication information, and page number. Subsequent citations for the same
source are often shortened, using the author's last name, a shortened title,
and the page number. The bibliography at the end of the work provides a
complete alphabetical list of all sources consulted, formatted in a
standardized way. This comprehensive listing allows readers to easily locate
and verify the sources used in the research. Crafting accurate and consistent
notes is paramount for adhering to this system.

The Author-Date System for Political Science

The Author-Date system, more commonly found in the natural and social
sciences, employs in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020,
45). This system is often seen as more concise and straightforward for
readers, as the in-text citation immediately points to the source and the
specific page number. It is particularly effective for disciplines where the
focus is on the currency of research and the direct attribution of ideas to
specific works published in particular years.

When using the Author-Date system in political science, a reference list,
rather than a bibliography, is provided at the end of the paper. This
reference list includes all sources cited in the text, arranged
alphabetically by author's last name. The format of the reference list
entries is similar to that of the Notes-Bibliography system's bibliography,
but it only includes works that have been explicitly cited. This system
streamlines the citation process and is favored in many political science
journals for its clarity and efficiency in tracking scholarly contributions.

Citing Common Political Science Sources



Political science research draws from a diverse range of sources, each
requiring specific citation formats within the Chicago Manual of Style.
Mastering these variations is essential for maintaining academic integrity
and ensuring your work is easily understood by your audience. This section
will detail how to cite common materials encountered in political science
scholarship, adhering to both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

Citing Books

Books form the bedrock of many political science arguments. Whether you are
citing a foundational text in political theory or a contemporary analysis of
policy, accurate book citations are critical. For the Notes-Bibliography
system, a full footnote or endnote for a book will typically include the
author's name (first and last), the title of the book (italicized), the place
of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) referenced. Subsequent notes for the same book are shortened.

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation will be (Author Last Name
Year, Page Number). The corresponding reference list entry will include the
author's last name and initial(s), the year of publication in parentheses,
the title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, and the
publisher. Consistency in formatting is key, so always consult the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise punctuation and
capitalization.

Citing Journal Articles

Scholarly articles in academic journals are indispensable for staying abreast
of current research in political science. The citation format for journal
articles differs significantly from that of books. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, a footnote or endnote will typically include the author's name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the
volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page numbers of
the article, followed by the specific page(s) cited. For subsequent
citations, a shortened note format is used.

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation remains (Author Last Name
Year, Page Number). The reference list entry will include the author's last
name and initial(s), the year of publication in parentheses, the article
title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and
issue numbers, and the page numbers of the article. Pay close attention to
the use of commas and periods in journal article citations, as these details
are crucial for accuracy.



Citing Edited Volumes and Book Chapters

When citing a chapter within an edited volume, it is important to acknowledge
both the chapter author and the editor(s) of the collection. For the Notes-
Bibliography system, a footnote or endnote will typically list the chapter
author, followed by "in" and then the title of the edited volume
(italicized), followed by the editor(s)' name(s), place of publication,
publisher, year, and the page numbers of the chapter. The full bibliography
entry will follow a similar structure but without specific page numbers for
the chapter.

In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation will be (Chapter Author Last
Name Year, Page Number). The reference list entry will include the chapter
author's last name and initial(s), the year of publication in parentheses,
the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "in" and the editor(s)'
name(s), the title of the edited volume (italicized), place of publication,
publisher, and the page numbers of the chapter. Properly attributing
contributions in edited volumes is vital for recognizing intellectual
property.

Citing Government Documents

Government documents are a cornerstone of empirical political science
research, providing primary data on policy, legislation, and public
administration. Citing these sources accurately according to the Chicago
Manual of Style requires attention to detail, as their structure and
publication can vary. Both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems
offer guidelines for their proper attribution.

For the Notes-Bibliography system, government documents are often treated
similarly to books or reports, depending on their format. A general approach
involves citing the issuing government body as the author, followed by the
title of the document, its report number (if applicable), the place of
publication, the publisher (often the government printing office), and the
year. For specific legislation, different rules apply, which will be covered
in the next section. The key is to identify the responsible agency and the
exact title of the publication.

In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation will follow the standard
(Author Agency Name Year, Page Number). The reference list entry will be
structured to clearly identify the issuing government body and the specific
document. For instance, if citing a report from the Congressional Research
Service, the entry might begin with "Congressional Research Service."
Ensuring that the issuing agency is clearly identified is paramount for
readers to locate the document.



Citing Legislation and Legal Cases

Political scientists frequently engage with legislative texts and court
decisions. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidance for citing
these primary legal sources. For legislation, the citation typically includes
the title of the act, the Public Law number, and the year it was enacted. For
instance, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 would be cited as Civil Rights Act of
1964, Pub. L. No. 88-352, 78 Stat. 241 (1964). In the Notes-Bibliography
system, this would appear as a footnote or endnote, with subsequent citations
shortened.

For the Author-Date system, citing legislation can be more challenging as
there is no author or publication year in the traditional sense. Some
scholars adapt the system by using the short title of the act and the year in
parentheses, or by referencing the year the bill was passed. However, many
political science disciplines that use the Author-Date system will still rely
on specific style guides or journal instructions for legal citations. For
legal cases, citations typically include the case name, volume and reporter
where it is published, and the court and year of the decision. For example,
Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803).

Citing International Treaties and Agreements

International relations and comparative politics scholars frequently cite
international treaties and agreements. These sources have unique citation
conventions. In the Notes-Bibliography system, a treaty citation typically
includes the treaty's title, the parties involved, the date it was signed or
entered into force, and the treaty series where it is published. For example,
the North Atlantic Treaty, signed Apr. 4, 1949, 63 Stat. 2342, 34 U.N.T.S.
243. Specific treaty databases or official government sources are often used
for these citations.

For the Author-Date system, similar principles apply, with the citation in
the text pointing to the relevant treaty. The reference list entry will
provide the full details. It is crucial to consult specialized style guides
or the specific requirements of the journal or publisher, as there can be
variations in how treaty citations are presented. The goal is always to
provide enough information for the reader to unambiguously locate the precise
text of the treaty being referenced.

Common Citation Pitfalls in Political Science

Navigating the complexities of the Chicago Manual of Citation for political
science can lead to common errors if not approached with care. Awareness of



these pitfalls can significantly improve the quality and credibility of your
academic work. One frequent issue is the inconsistent application of rules
between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, or even within a
single system. For instance, confusing the requirements for journal articles
with those for books, or misapplying the shortened note format in the Notes-
Bibliography system, can lead to errors.

Another common pitfall is the incorrect citation of secondary sources versus
primary sources. In political science, distinguishing between citing a
scholar's analysis of a historical event and citing the original historical
document itself is crucial. Failing to provide the correct level of detail or
the most authoritative source can weaken an argument. Furthermore, many
scholars struggle with the nuances of citing non-traditional sources such as
online reports, working papers, or social media, where publication details
may be less standardized. Always verify the most appropriate format for such
materials.

Mismanaging the compilation of bibliographies or reference lists is also a
frequent issue. This includes omitting sources that have been cited in the
text, including sources that have not been cited, or having inconsistent
formatting within the list itself. The alphabetical order must be strictly
maintained, and the details for each entry need to match the chosen citation
style precisely. A thorough review of both in-text citations and the final
list is essential to avoid these errors and ensure a polished final product
that adheres to the Chicago manual citation political science standards.

Mastering Chicago Manual Citation for Political
Science Success

Successfully employing the Chicago Manual of Citation in political science is
not merely about following rules; it's about contributing to a robust and
transparent academic discourse. By diligently applying the principles of
either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, you ensure that your
research is both well-supported and easily verifiable. The accurate citation
of a wide array of political science sources, from seminal books and peer-
reviewed articles to crucial government documents and international
agreements, underpins the credibility of your findings.

The commitment to precision in citing political science materials
demonstrates a deep respect for the work of others and a dedication to
scholarly ethics. While challenges may arise, particularly with non-
traditional sources, a consistent effort to consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style and any specific publisher guidelines will lead to
mastery. Ultimately, proficiency in the Chicago manual citation political
science landscape empowers you to communicate your ideas with clarity,
authority, and academic rigor, fostering trust and advancing knowledge within
the discipline.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in the Chicago
Manual of Style for political science?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date
system uses in-text parenthetical citations with the author's last name and
year of publication. Both systems require a comprehensive list of sources at
the end of the work (a bibliography for Notes-Bibliography and a reference
list for Author-Date).

Q: When should a political science researcher choose
the Notes-Bibliography system over the Author-Date
system?

A: The choice often depends on the specific requirements of the journal,
publisher, or academic institution. Historically, the Notes-Bibliography
system has been more common in the humanities and some social sciences,
allowing for more extensive explanatory notes. The Author-Date system is
generally favored in scientific disciplines for its conciseness. Political
science can use either, but it's essential to follow the designated style
guide.

Q: How do I cite a U.S. Congressional bill that has
not yet been enacted into law using the Chicago
Manual of Style for political science?

A: For un-enacted bills, you would typically cite the bill number, the
Congress in which it was introduced, and the session. For example, H.R. 1234,
117th Cong., 1st sess. (2021). This provides enough information for readers
to locate the bill's text.

Q: What is the correct way to cite an interview with
a political figure in the Chicago Manual of Style
for political science?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, an interview would be cited in a
footnote or endnote as: [Interviewer's Name], interview by [Interviewee's
Name], [Date of Interview], [Location or context of interview, e.g., personal
collection]. The Author-Date system might require a similar format in the
reference list, and an in-text citation would refer to the author of the
interview notes or transcript.



Q: How should I cite a treaty that has been ratified
by multiple countries?

A: For a treaty, you should provide its full title, the date it was signed or
entered into force, and the treaty series citation where it can be found. For
example: North Atlantic Treaty, signed Apr. 4, 1949, 63 Stat. 2342, 34
U.N.T.S. 243. Always ensure you cite the most authoritative and accessible
version.

Q: What is the significance of italicizing journal
titles but not article titles in the Chicago Manual
of Style for political science?

A: Italicizing journal titles helps to distinguish the publication itself
from the individual articles published within it. Article titles, along with
book chapter titles, are enclosed in quotation marks to indicate they are
parts of a larger whole. This convention enhances clarity and readability.

Q: Can I use online sources for political science
research, and how do I cite them using Chicago
style?

A: Yes, online sources are widely used. For websites, cite the author or
organization, title of the page or article (in quotation marks), website name
(italicized), publication date or last updated date, and the URL, along with
an access date if the content is likely to change. For the Notes-Bibliography
system, you would use footnotes/endnotes and a bibliography; for Author-Date,
in-text citations and a reference list.

Q: What if I have multiple works by the same author
in the same year for my political science paper
using Chicago style?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, you should
append lowercase letters (a, b, ¢, etc.) to the year in both the in-text
citations and the reference list entries. For example, (Smith 2020a, 55) and
(Smith 2020b, 12). Ensure the order of these letters corresponds to the
alphabetical order of the works' titles in your reference list.
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