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The Chicago Manual of Citation Examples in-Text: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual citation examples in-text are fundamental to academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism.
Mastering these citations can be a significant hurdle for students and
researchers alike, as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct
systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This guide
delves into the intricacies of both, providing clear, actionable examples of
in-text citations for various source types. We will explore how to integrate
quotes, paraphrases, and direct references seamlessly into your writing,
focusing on the parenthetical citations used in the author-date system and
the corresponding footnote/endnote references in the notes-bibliography
system. Understanding these nuances is crucial for producing scholarly work
that adheres to academic integrity standards and enhances the credibility of
your research.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography
vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides two primary citation systems,
each suited for different academic disciplines and publication types. The
choice between the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system
significantly impacts how you present your in-text citations. While both aim
for clarity and accuracy in attributing sources, their mechanics differ
considerably.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in humanities fields like
literature, history, and art, utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-
text citations. These notes appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or
at the end of the document (endnotes) and contain full bibliographic



information upon the first mention of a source. Subsequent citations of the
same source become abbreviated. This system allows for extensive commentary
or supplementary information within the notes themselves, separate from the
main body of the text.

The Author-Date System

Conversely, the author-date system is more prevalent in the social sciences
and natural sciences. This system employs brief parenthetical citations
within the text, typically including the author's last name and the year of
publication. A corresponding reference list at the end of the document
provides full bibliographic details for each cited source. The brevity of the
in-text citation allows for less disruption to the flow of reading, as
readers can quickly locate the full source information in the reference list.

In-Text Citations in the Notes-Bibliography
System

In the notes-bibliography system, the primary mechanism for in-text citation
is the superscript number. Each time a piece of information or a direct quote
is drawn from a source, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed immediately
after the relevant text, usually before punctuation. This number corresponds
to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the conclusion of
the chapter or document.

Footnotes and Endnotes Structure

The first time a source is cited, the footnote or endnote contains complete
bibliographic information, including the author's name, title of the work,
publication details, and page number(s). Subsequent citations of the same
source use a shortened format, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number(s). For subsequent citations of the
exact same source and page number, the abbreviation "ibid." (from the Latin
ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be used, followed by a new page
number if necessary.

Example of Notes-Bibliography In-Text Citation

Consider a passage from a book by Jane Doe:

Scholarly research has increasingly focused on the impact of digital media on



traditional literacy practices.1 This trend reflects a broader societal shift
toward information consumption in new formats.

The corresponding footnote (or endnote) would appear as:

1. Jane Doe, The Digital Age of Reading (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 45.

If the next mention of this source is on a different page, it would be:

2. Doe, Digital Age, 78.

And if it's the same page as the previous note:

3. Ibid., 80.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

The author-date system is characterized by its concise parenthetical
citations directly within the text. These citations immediately follow the
borrowed material and include the author's last name and the year of
publication, separated by a comma. This allows readers to quickly identify
the source and year of publication without disrupting the flow of the
narrative. The full bibliographic details are then provided in a reference
list at the end of the document.

Parenthetical Citation Format

The standard format for an in-text citation in the author-date system is
(AuthorLastName Year). For direct quotes, a page number or range is also
included, typically in the format (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). If the
author's name is mentioned in the sentence, it does not need to be repeated
in the parenthetical citation.

Example of Author-Date In-Text Citation

Using the same source by Jane Doe:

Scholarly research has increasingly focused on the impact of digital media on
traditional literacy practices (Doe 2022). This trend reflects a broader
societal shift toward information consumption in new formats.



If quoting directly:

"The erosion of traditional reading habits is a significant concern" (Doe
2022, 52).

If the author's name is part of the sentence:

As Doe (2022) argues, "The erosion of traditional reading habits is a
significant concern" (52).

Citing Different Source Types in-Text

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date
system, the principles of in-text citation apply to a wide variety of source
materials, including books, journal articles, websites, and interviews. The
specific elements included in the citation may vary slightly based on the
source type.

Books

For books, the key elements are the author's name and the publication year
(for author-date) or the page number (for notes-bibliography). For example,
in the author-date system, a citation might look like (Smith 2020, 112) for a
direct quote or (Jones 2019) for a general reference.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require similar citation practices. In the author-date
system, it would typically be (Miller and Chen 2021) for a general reference
or (Miller and Chen 2021, 345) for a specific quote. In the notes-
bibliography system, the corresponding footnote or endnote would detail the
journal article's title, journal name, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources can be more complex due to the potential for missing
publication dates or authors. In the author-date system, if a date is
unavailable, you might use (n.d.) for "no date." For websites with clear
authors and dates, the format is similar to books: (Garcia 2023) or (Garcia
2023, para. 5) if paragraph numbers are available instead of page numbers.



Citing Multiple Authors

The Chicago Manual of Style has specific rules for citing sources with
multiple authors. For two authors, list both last names connected by "and"
(e.g., Smith and Jones). For three or more authors, list the first author's
last name followed by "et al." (e.g., White et al.).

Examples:

Author-date with two authors: (Davis and Lee 2018)

Author-date with three or more authors: (Clark et al. 2019)

Notes-bibliography with two authors: 1. Robert Davis and Emily Lee,
Urban Development Studies (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018),
98.

Notes-Bibliography with three or more authors: 2. Sarah Clark et al.,
"Ecological Impacts of Urbanization," Journal of Environmental Science
45, no. 3 (2019): 210.

Common In-Text Citation Scenarios and Solutions

Navigating the nuances of in-text citations can sometimes lead to confusion.
Understanding common scenarios and their correct application of Chicago style
is crucial for maintaining academic rigor.

Direct Quotes

When incorporating a direct quotation, the citation must include the page
number from which the quote is taken. This allows readers to locate the exact
source of the borrowed words. Ensure the quotation marks are correctly
formatted and the citation follows immediately after, before the closing
punctuation.

Example (Author-Date): "The significance of the findings cannot be
overstated" (Brown 2021, 75).

Example (Notes-Bibliography): "The significance of the findings cannot be
overstated."5

5 Brown, Research Methodology, 75.



Paraphrases and Summaries

When paraphrasing or summarizing information from a source, a citation is
still required to acknowledge the origin of the ideas. While page numbers are
not strictly mandatory for paraphrases unless you are referencing a very
specific idea, they are highly recommended for clarity and precision. This
helps readers trace specific points back to the original text.

Example (Author-Date): The research indicated a strong correlation between
early childhood education and long-term academic success (Green 2019).

Example (Notes-Bibliography): The research indicated a strong correlation
between early childhood education and long-term academic success.6

6 Green, Educational Outcomes, 120-125.

Citing Indirect Sources

Sometimes, you might cite a work that is referenced in another work. This is
known as citing an indirect source. In such cases, you should try to locate
and cite the original source. If that's not possible, Chicago style allows
you to cite the secondary source but clearly indicate that it is an indirect
citation.

Example (Author-Date): (qtd. in White 2020, 15), where "qtd." is short for
quoted.

Example (Notes-Bibliography): Quoted in White, Historical Accounts, 15.

Citing Works Without Authors

When a work lacks a specific author, the citation typically begins with the
title of the work. In the author-date system, this would be the title (or a
shortened version) followed by the year. In the notes-bibliography system,
the title appears first in the footnote or endnote.

Example (Author-Date): (The Encyclopedia of World History 2018).

Example (Notes-Bibliography): The Encyclopedia of World History (New York:
Sterling, 2018), 345.

Refining Your Chicago Manual Citation Examples



In-Text

Achieving accuracy and consistency in your Chicago manual citation examples
in-text is an ongoing process. Regularly reviewing the official Chicago
Manual of Style or reputable online resources can help you stay abreast of
any updates or specific guidelines. Understanding the fundamental principles
of attribution and employing them diligently will enhance the scholarly
integrity of your work. Paying close attention to punctuation,
capitalization, and the correct placement of citation elements ensures your
citations are not only compliant but also clear and easily understood by your
readers, contributing to the overall professionalism of your writing.

The process of citing sources according to Chicago style is a skill that
improves with practice. By internalizing the rules for both the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems, and by consistently applying them to
all your sources, you build a strong foundation for credible academic and
professional writing. The goal is always to provide readers with the
information they need to easily locate and verify your sources, thereby
supporting your arguments and demonstrating your research prowess.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago notes-bibliography and author-date in-text
citation systems?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
notes-bibliography system uses superscript numbers that link to footnotes or
endnotes, while the author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations
within the text (e.g., AuthorLastName Year).

Q: When should I use the "ibid." abbreviation in
Chicago style in-text citations?
A: The abbreviation "ibid." (from the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same
place") is used in the notes-bibliography system to refer to the immediately
preceding footnote or endnote. It is typically followed by a page number if
the citation is from a different page.

Q: How do I cite a source with no author in the
Chicago author-date in-text citation system?
A: When a source lacks an author, you begin the in-text citation with the
title of the work (or a shortened version of it) followed by the year of



publication. For example: (The History of Science 2015).

Q: What is the correct Chicago manual citation
example in-text for a direct quote from a book in
the author-date system?
A: For a direct quote from a book in the author-date system, you include the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s),
separated by commas. The format is typically (AuthorLastName Year,
PageNumber). For example: (Smith 2022, 75).

Q: How do I cite a source with three or more authors
in Chicago style?
A: For sources with three or more authors, you list the first author's last
name followed by "et al." in both the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems. For example, in the author-date system: (Jones et al. 2020). In the
notes-bibliography system: 1 Jones et al., Modern Literature, 210.

Q: Is it necessary to include page numbers for
paraphrased information in Chicago style in-text
citations?
A: While page numbers are not always mandatory for paraphrases, Chicago style
strongly recommends including them for clarity and precision, especially when
referencing a very specific idea or passage. This helps readers pinpoint the
exact location of the information in the original source.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style?
A: Citing websites in Chicago style depends on the available information. For
the author-date system, it generally follows (AuthorLastName Year). If no
author is listed, use the title. If no date is available, use (n.d.). For
notes-bibliography, the footnote or endnote includes author (or title),
website name, publication date (if available), and URL.

Q: What is the rule for citing an indirect source in
Chicago style?
A: When citing an indirect source (a source mentioned in another source),
Chicago style advises trying to find and cite the original work. If that's
impossible, cite the secondary source and indicate that it's an indirect
citation, often using "qtd. in" (quoted in) before the secondary source's
name and details.
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