
chicago manual block quote punctuation
examples
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides detailed guidance on punctuating block
quotes, a crucial aspect of academic and professional writing. Understanding the correct
application of punctuation within and around these extended quotations ensures clarity,
accuracy, and adherence to scholarly standards. This comprehensive guide delves into the
nuances of Chicago Manual block quote punctuation examples, covering introductory
sentences, the placement of terminal punctuation, and specific considerations for dialogue
and poetry. We will explore how to properly introduce block quotes, the role of colons and
commas, and the importance of maintaining the original punctuation of the quoted
material. Mastering these elements is essential for anyone aiming to present sourced
information effectively and professionally.
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Understanding Block Quotes

A block quote, also known as an extract, is a lengthy quotation set off from the main text.
In the Chicago Manual of Style, block quotes are typically reserved for quotations of more
than approximately 400 characters or more than five lines of prose. Prose quotations are
indented five spaces from the left margin and double-spaced, just like the rest of the text.
Poetry quotations are also set off as block quotes, with their line breaks and indentation
preserved. The purpose of setting a quotation apart in this manner is to visually
distinguish it from the writer's own prose, giving it prominence and emphasizing its
significance as sourced material.

The decision to use a block quote rather than embedding a shorter quotation within the
text is often a matter of readability and emphasis. When a passage is extensive, or when
its internal structure (like line breaks in poetry) is important to retain, a block quote
becomes the preferred method. Properly formatted block quotes enhance the flow of your
argument by clearly delineating where your voice ends and the source’s begins, allowing
readers to focus on the content of the quotation itself.

Introducing Block Quotes: The Colon's Role



The most common and recommended punctuation mark to introduce a block quote in
Chicago style is a colon. The preceding sentence should be a complete, independent
clause that logically leads into the quotation. This introductory sentence sets the context
and prepares the reader for the material that follows. For instance, if you are discussing
an author's perspective on a particular topic, your introductory sentence might state their
general stance before presenting their words verbatim.

The colon signals that what follows is an elaboration or exemplification of the preceding
statement. It acts as a gateway, creating a clear transition. Avoid using a colon if the
introductory material is not an independent clause or if the introduction is too brief and
integrated into the quote itself. In such cases, a period might be more appropriate, or the
quotation might be integrated directly into the sentence without a colon.

When to Use a Colon

A colon is generally used when the introducing clause is a complete sentence and directly
introduces the block quote. This is the standard practice for most prose quotations. For
example:

The critic offered a stark assessment of the film's reception:

According to the historical account, the events unfolded as follows:

The philosopher’s central thesis can be summarized in this passage:

When NOT to Use a Colon

Do not use a colon if the introductory material is not a complete sentence or if the
quotation is integrated so smoothly that a colon would interrupt the flow. Also, if the
quotation is a subordinate clause that completes the introductory sentence, a colon is
unnecessary. For instance, if you start with "The author explains that" and then introduce
a block quote, you would simply use a period after "explains that" or integrate the quote
without a formal introduction. Another scenario where a colon is not used is when
introducing a quote with phrases like "namely" or "for example," as these often follow a
comma or are integrated differently.

Punctuation Within the Block Quote

When quoting material, it is essential to preserve the original punctuation of the source.
This means that periods, commas, question marks, and exclamation points within the
block quote should remain exactly as they appear in the original text. The Chicago Manual
of Style emphasizes fidelity to the source material. Any deviation from the original



punctuation within the quoted text can alter its meaning or create a misleading
impression.

This rule applies to all forms of punctuation. If the original author ended a sentence with a
period, your block quote should also end that sentence with a period. If a comma was used
to separate clauses within the original text, that comma must be retained in your block
quote. The integrity of the quotation is paramount in academic and professional writing,
ensuring that you are accurately representing the author's words and not inadvertently
misinterpreting them.

Retaining Original Terminal Punctuation

The punctuation at the end of the last sentence of a block quote is dictated by the original
source. If the original sentence concluded with a period, a question mark, or an
exclamation point, that punctuation mark should be included at the end of the block quote.
This is a crucial aspect of accurate quotation. The only time this might differ is if you are
intentionally omitting the end of a sentence or passage, which should be indicated by
ellipsis points.

Handling Commas and Other Internal Punctuation

Commas, semicolons, colons, and other internal punctuation marks within the body of the
block quote must also be reproduced exactly. These marks are part of the original author's
sentence structure and contribute to the meaning and rhythm of the text. For example, if a
comma is used to set off a parenthetical phrase in the original, it must appear in the same
way in your block quote.

Terminal Punctuation: Period vs. Other Marks

A common point of confusion with block quotes involves the placement of the final
punctuation mark. In Chicago style, if the quoted material ends with a period, that period
remains as part of the quote. Crucially, you do not add a second period after the closing
quotation mark if the quote is embedded within your own text and ends the sentence.
However, for block quotes, the terminal punctuation is part of the quote itself and is not
followed by a citation mark (like a parenthetical citation) if the citation immediately
follows the quote.

Consider the example: if the original text ends a sentence with a period, and this sentence
forms the entirety of your block quote, the period is the final character of the quote. When
the block quote itself ends the sentence in your own writing, the citation typically follows
the closing punctuation of the quote. This rule ensures that the punctuation accurately
reflects the end of the quoted sentence.



The Period at the End of a Block Quote

When a block quote concludes with a sentence that originally ended in a period, that
period is retained. For instance, if a block quote finishes with the sentence, "The results
were undeniable.", the period is part of the quotation. When you are citing this block
quote, the period will appear at the very end of the quoted text. If your own sentence
structure incorporates the block quote as its final element, the period would follow the
block quote, preceding any citation information if required.

When a Block Quote Ends with a Question Mark or
Exclamation Point

If the final sentence of the quoted material originally ended with a question mark or an
exclamation point, these marks are also retained as part of the block quote. This is
consistent with the principle of faithfully reproducing the source text. For example, if the
source ends with "Was this the intended outcome?", the question mark is included.
Similarly, an exclamation point would be preserved if present.

Special Cases: Dialogue and Poetry

Punctuation for block quotes of dialogue and poetry requires careful attention to the
specific conventions of these forms. For dialogue, retain the original punctuation,
including quotation marks if they are part of the original dialogue. However, when setting
dialogue as a block quote, the surrounding quotation marks that would typically enclose
dialogue in the main text are often omitted. The indentation itself signals that it is a
quotation.

Poetry block quotes are treated with special care to preserve the line breaks, stanza
breaks, and internal punctuation as intended by the poet. The line breaks in poetry are
crucial to its meaning and form, and setting it as a block quote allows these to be
maintained accurately. The original end-of-line punctuation, such as commas or periods at
the end of lines, should be retained.

Block Quotes of Dialogue

When quoting extended dialogue, the standard practice is to indent the entire passage.
The Chicago Manual of Style generally advises against using quotation marks around the
beginning and end of a block quote of dialogue, as the indentation serves this purpose.
However, internal quotation marks within the dialogue, as they appear in the original
source, should be retained. Punctuation within the dialogue, such as periods, commas, and
question marks, must also be reproduced accurately.



Block Quotes of Poetry

Poetry block quotes demand meticulous reproduction of the original text, including line
breaks and stanza breaks. These elements are integral to the poem's structure and
meaning. Each line of poetry should be indented as a block quote, and the original spacing
and line breaks must be maintained. Terminal punctuation at the end of each line, as well
as internal punctuation, should be preserved exactly as they appear in the published
poem. For example, if a line ends with a comma in the original, it should end with a
comma in your block quote.

Integrating Block Quotes Seamlessly

The effective integration of block quotes into your own writing is as important as their
correct punctuation. A block quote should not simply be dropped into the text; it must be
introduced, explained, and analyzed. The introductory sentence, often using a colon, sets
the stage, and your subsequent text should unpack the significance of the quotation and
connect it to your argument. This analytical component demonstrates your understanding
and critical engagement with the source material.

Consider how the block quote supports your claims. Does it provide evidence, illustrate a
point, or offer a contrasting perspective? Your writing should guide the reader to see the
relevance and importance of the quoted passage. This analytical framework transforms a
mere collection of cited sentences into a coherent and persuasive piece of writing. The
goal is to use block quotes as tools to strengthen your own voice and argument, not to
replace them.

Analysis and Explanation of Block Quotes

Following a block quote, it is essential to provide analysis and explanation. This is where
you, the writer, interpret the quote and explain how it supports your thesis. Simply
presenting a block quote without comment can leave the reader wondering about its
relevance. Your analysis should connect the quote back to your own ideas, showing the
reader how the quoted material advances your argument.

This post-quotation discussion can involve explaining key terms, highlighting the most
significant parts of the quote, or discussing the author’s intent. It reinforces the idea that
the block quote is not an isolated entity but an integral part of your own scholarly
endeavor. The transition from the quote back to your own prose should be smooth and
logical.

Citing Block Quotes Correctly



Proper citation is non-negotiable when using block quotes. According to the Chicago
Manual of Style, citations for block quotes typically follow the final punctuation mark of
the quotation. The specific format of the citation (e.g., author-date or notes-bibliography)
will depend on the citation style you are employing. Ensure that all necessary
information—such as author, year, and page number—is included in the citation to allow
readers to locate the original source accurately.

Accuracy in citation is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving credit to the original
authors. Double-checking your citations against the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines
will ensure your work meets academic and professional standards. This diligence in citing
sources, especially for extended quotations, builds credibility for your research.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How do I introduce a block quote in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, block quotes are typically introduced with a complete, independent
clause followed by a colon. This introductory sentence should clearly lead into the
quotation and provide necessary context.

Q: Should I use quotation marks around a block quote
in Chicago style?
A: Generally, you do not use quotation marks around the beginning and end of a block
quote in Chicago style. The indentation itself signifies that the passage is a quotation.
However, any quotation marks that are part of the original source material should be
retained within the block quote.

Q: What punctuation goes at the end of a Chicago
manual block quote?
A: The punctuation at the end of a Chicago manual block quote should be the same
punctuation that ends the sentence in the original source material. This could be a period,
question mark, or exclamation point.

Q: Do I need to include a period after a block quote if
it's followed by a parenthetical citation?
A: No, if a block quote ends with a period and is immediately followed by a parenthetical
citation, the period is part of the quoted text, and you do not add another period after the
citation. The citation typically follows the terminal punctuation of the quote.



Q: How do I handle internal punctuation within a block
quote?
A: You must retain all internal punctuation within a block quote exactly as it appears in
the original source. This includes commas, semicolons, colons, dashes, and any other
marks used by the original author.

Q: What are the rules for punctuating block quotes of
poetry?
A: When quoting poetry as a block quote, preserve all original line breaks, stanza breaks,
and internal punctuation. The end-of-line punctuation, such as commas or periods, should
also be maintained exactly as in the original poem.

Q: When should I use a block quote instead of
integrating a quotation into my text?
A: You should use a block quote for quotations that are longer than five lines of prose or
more than approximately 400 characters. Poetry quotations are also typically presented as
block quotes if they are of significant length or if preserving line breaks is important.

Q: Can I omit punctuation from the end of a block
quote?
A: You should only omit the terminal punctuation of a block quote if you are using ellipsis
points (...) to indicate that you have cut off the end of the quoted sentence or passage.
Otherwise, the original terminal punctuation must be preserved.
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