CHICAGO MANUAL BLOCK QUOTE INDENTATION FORMATTING

THE CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS) PROVIDES A DEFINITIVE GUIDE FOR SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING, AND
ITS RULES REGARDING BLOCK QUOTE INDENTATION FORMATTING ARE CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING CLARITY, PROFESSIONALISM, AND
ADHERENCE TO ACADEMIC STANDARDS. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO PROPERLY INDENT AND FORMAT BLOCK QUOTES ENSURES THAT
LONG QUOTATIONS ARE VISUALLY DISTINCT FROM THE MAIN TEXT, PREVENTING READER CONFUSION AND UPHOLDING THE
INTEGRITY OF CITED MATERIAL. THIS COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLE DELVES DEEP INTO THE NUANCES OF CHICAGO MANUAL BLOCK
QUOTE INDENTATION, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM BASIC PRINCIPLES TO SPECIFIC SCENARIOS AND COMMON PITFALLS. WE WILL
EXPLORE THE PRIMARY METHODS OF INDENTATION, THE ROLE OF PUNCTUATION AND SURROUNDING TEXT, AND THE IMPORTANCE
OF CONSISTENCY IN APPLYING THESE GUIDELINES FOR ACADEMIC PAPERS, THESES, DISSERTATIONS, AND OTHER SCHOLARLY
\WORKS.
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UNDERSTANDING BLock QUOTES IN CHICAGO STYLE

BLock QUOTES, ALSO KNOWN AS EXTRACT QUOTES, ARE ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR WRITERS TO INCORPORATE LENGTHY
PASSAGES FROM OTHER SOURCES DIRECTLY INTO THEIR WORK. IN ACADEMIC AND FORMAL WRITING, PARTICULARLY WHEN
FOLLOWING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, THE PRESENTATION OF THESE QUOTES IS NOT ARBITRARY/, IT'S GOVERNED BY
SPECIFIC FORMATTING CONVENTIONS DESIGNED TO ENHANCE READABILITY AND CLEARLY DISTINGUISH BORROWED TEXT. THE
PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A BLOCK QUOTE IS TO PRESENT A SUBSTANTIAL PIECE OF TEXT, TYPICALLY FOUR OR MORE PROSE LINES
OR THREE OR MORE POETRY LINES, WITHOUT ENCLOSING IT IN QUOTATION MARKS. |NSTEAD, ITS VISUAL SEPARATION IS
ACHIEVED THROUGH DISTINCT INDENTATION AND OFTEN A CHANGE IN SPACING.

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, A WIDELY RESPECTED AUTHORITY FOR MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION, OFFERS
DETAILED GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THAT BLOCK QUOTES ARE PRESENTED IN A UNIFORM AND PROFESSIONAL MANNER. ADHERING TO
THESE GUIDELINES IS VITAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, ALLOWING READERS TO EASILY IDENTIFY SOURCE MATERIAL AND
UNDERSTAND ITS CONTEXT WITHIN YOUR OWN ARGUMENT. MASTERING THIS ASPECT oF CMOS FORMATTING DEMONSTRATES A
WRITER'S ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND COMMITMENT TO SCHOLARLY BEST PRACTICES.

THE Core RULES ofF CHICAGO MANUAL BLock QUOTE INDENTATION

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE BEHIND CHICAGO STYLE BLOCK QUOTE INDENTATION IS TO CREATE A CLEAR VISUAL BREAK
BETWEEN YOUR OWN PROSE AND THE MATERIAL YOU ARE QUOTING. THIS SEPARATION AIDS THE READER IN DISCERNING YOUR
VOICE FROM THE VOICE OF THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE SPECIFIES A STANDARD INDENTATION FOR
PROSE BLOCK QUOTES.

For PROSE, A BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD BE INDENTED ONE-HALF INCH (05 INCHES) FROM THE LEFT MARGIN. THIS INDENTATION IS
APPLIED TO THE ENTIRE BLOCK OF QUOTED TEXT. IT’S IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THIS IS A LEFT-MARGIN INDENTATION;,
THERE IS TYPICALLY NO ADDITIONAL INDENTATION ON THE RIGHT MARGIN UNLESS SPECIFIED FOR SPECIFIC STYLISTIC REASONS
NOT RELATED TO THE CORE BLOCK QUOTE RULE.

THIS SPECIFIC INDENTATION MEASUREMENT ENSURES THAT THE BLOCK QUOTE STANDS OUT DISTINCTLY FROM THE SURROUNDING
PARAGRAPHS, WHICH MAINTAIN THEIR STANDARD MARGIN. THE CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF THIS HALF-INCH INDENT IS A
HALLMARK OF PROPER CHICAGO STYLE FORMATTING FOR BLOCK QUOTES.



POETRY AND BLoCk QUOTES

FORMATTING BLOCK QUOTES FOR POETRY DIFFERS SLIGHTLY FROM PROSE. W/HILE THE PRINCIPLE OF VISUAL SEPARATION
REMAINS THE SAME, THE SPECIFIC INDENTATION CAN BE MORE NUANCED, OFTEN PRESERVING THE ORIGINAL LINE BREAKS AND
STANZA STRUCTURE OF THE POEM. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE SUGGESTS INDENTING POETRY BLOCK QUOTES BY ONE-
HALF INCH FROM THE LEFT MARGIN, SIMILAR TO PROSE. HO\X/EVER, MAINTAINING THE POEM’S INTERNAL STRUCTURE, INCLUDING
INDENTATION WITHIN STANZAS, IS PARAMOUNT. IF THE ORIGINAL POEM HAS SPECIFIC INTERNAL INDENTATIONS FOR CERTAIN LINES
OR STANZAS, THESE SHOULD BE PRESERVED WITHIN THE BLOCK QUOTE TO ACCURATELY REFLECT THE SOURCE MATERIAL.

PUNCTUATION AND BLock QUOTES

THE PLACEMENT OF PUNCTUATION AROUND BLOCK QUOTES IS ANOTHER CRITICAL ELEMENT. TYPICALLY, A BLOCK QUOTE IS
INTRODUCED BY A SENTENCE THAT ENDS WITH A COLON. THIS COLON SIGNALS THAT WHAT FOLLOWS IS AN EXTENDED
QUOTATION. CRUCIALLY, THE FINAL PUNCTUATION MARK OF THE BLOCK QUOTE (USUALLY A PERIOD) SHOULD PRECEDE THE
CITATION, NOT FOLLOW IT. For INSTANCE, IF THE QUOTE ENDS WITH A PERIOD, THAT PERIOD REMAINS AT THE END OF THE
QUOTED TEXT, AND THEN THE CITATION FOLLOWS. IF THE QUOTE NATURALLY ENDS WITH A QUESTION MARK OR EXCLAMATION
POINT, THAT PUNCTUATION MARK IS USED, FOLLOWED BY THE CITATION.

FORMATTING BLock QuoTes: Key ELEMENTS

BEYOND THE CORE INDENTATION, SEVERAL OTHER FORMATTING ELEMENTS CONTRIBUTE TO THE CORRECT PRESENTATION OF A
CHICAGO STYLE BLOCK QUOTE. THESE INCLUDE THE INTRODUCTION TO THE QUOTE, THE SPACING BEFORE AND AFTER, AND THE
ABSENCE OF QUOTATION MARKS.

THE INTRODUCTORY PHRASE OR SENTENCE THAT LEADS INTO A BLOCK QUOTE IS ESSENTIAL FOR CONTEXT. |T SHOULD CLEARLY
STATE THE SOURCE AND OFTEN PROVIDE A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF WHY THIS PARTICULAR PASSAGE IS BEING QUOTED. AS
MENTIONED, THIS INTRODUCTORY SENTENCE TYPICALLY ENDS WITH A COLON. For EXAMPLE: “AsS HISTORIANJOHN SMITH
ARGUES IN HIS SEMINAL \WORK ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT:

THE SUBSEQUENT SPACING AROUND THE BLOCK QUOTE ALSO PLAYS A ROLE IN ITS VISUAL DISTINCTIVENESS. GENERALLY,
BLOCK QUOTES ARE SET OFF FROM THE SURROUNDING TEXT BY A BLANK LINE ABOVE AND BELOW. | HIS EXTRA VERTICAL SPACE
FURTHER EMPHASIZES THE SEPARATION, MAKING THE BLOCK QUOTE EASY TO IDENTIFY AT A GLANCE. THIS PRACTICE APPLIES TO
BOTH THE PARAGRAPH PRECEDING THE QUOTE AND THE PARAGRAPH THAT FOLLOWS IT.

PERHAPS THE MOST DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC OF A BLOCK QUOTE, APART FROM ITS INDENTATION, IS THE ABSENCE OF
QUOTATION MARKS. UNLIKE SHORTER QUOTATIONS THAT ARE INTEGRATED INTO THE MAIN TEXT AND ENCLOSED IN DOUBLE
QUOTATION MARKS, BLOCK QUOTES ARE VISUALLY SEPARATED BY THEIR FORMATTING, RENDERING QUOTATION MARKS
UNNECESSARY AND INDEED INCORRECT. THIS STYLISTIC CHOICE REINFORCES THE IDEA THAT THE ENTIRE BLOCK IS A DISTINCT,
BORROWED PASSAGE.

SPACING AND ALIGNMENT

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE EMPHASIZES CONSISTENT SPACING. \WHEN FORMATTING A BLOCK QUOTE, IT IS TYPICALLY SET
IN SINGLE-SPACED LINES WITHIN THE QUOTE ITSELF, EVEN IF THE SURROUNDING BODY TEXT IS DOUBLE-SPACED. THIS SINGLE
SPACING HELPS TO VISUALLY COMPRESS THE QUOTED MATERIAL, MAKING IT MORE COMPACT AND DISTINCT. THE HALF-INCH
INDENTATION APPLIES TO ALL LINES WITHIN THE BLOCK QUOTE, ENSURING A UNIFORM PRESENTATION.

THE ALIGNMENT OF THE TEXT WITHIN THE BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD GENERALLY BE FLUSH LEFT, MIRRORING THE LEFT MARGIN
INDENTATION. THERE IS NO JUSTIFICATION OF THE RIGHT MARGIN FOR BLOCK QUOTES UNLESS A SPECIFIC PUBLICATION'S STYLE
GUIDE DICTATES OTHERWISE. MAINTAINING THIS FLUSH-LEFT ALIGNMENT , COMBINED WITH THE INDENTATION, CREATES A CLEAN
AND PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE.



CITATIONS WITH BLock QUOTES

THE PLACEMENT AND FORMAT OF CITATIONS ACCOMPANYING BLOCK QUOTES ARE ALSO STANDARDIZED. CITATIONS CAN APPEAR
IN TWO MAIN FORMATS WITHIN CHICAGO STYLE: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE. REGARDLESS OF THE CHOSEN
SYSTEM, THE CITATION IS GENERALLY PLACED AFTER THE FINAL PUNCTUATION OF THE BLOCK QUOTE. For EXAMPLE, IN THE
NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE CITATION WOULD APPEAR AS A SUPERSCRIPT FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE NUMBER IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING THE PERIOD, QUESTION MARK, OR EXCLAMATION POINT. IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION WOULD FOLLOW THE PUNCTUATION.

[T IS CRUCIAL THAT THE CITATION ACCURATELY AND COMPLETELY POINTS THE READER TO THE SOURCE OF THE QUOTED
MATERIAL. THIS INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE NUMBER(S) FROM WHICH THE
QUOTE WAS TAKEN. THE CITATION SHOULD NOT INTERRUPT THE FLOW OF THE QUOTED TEXT ITSELF.

W/ HeN To Use A BLock QUoTE IN CHICAGO STYLE

THE DECISION TO USE A BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD BE STRATEGIC, NOT MERELY A MATTER OF CONVENIENCE. CHICAGO STYLE
GUIDELINES, LIKE THOSE OF MOST ACADEMIC STYLES, RECOMMEND USING A BLOCK QUOTE WHEN THE QUOTED MATERIAL IS
SUBSTANTIAL ENOUGH THAT INTEGRATING IT INTO YOUR OWN TEXT WOULD DISRUPT THE FLOW AND READABILITY OF YOUR
PROSE. A COMMON BENCHMARK IS FOUR OR MORE LINES OF PROSE OR THREE OR MORE LINES OF POETRY.

USING A BLOCK QUOTE IS ALSO APPROPRIATE WHEN THE QUOTED PASSAGE IS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT OR CONTAINS
COMPLEX PHRASING THAT YOU WISH TO PRESENT PRECISELY AS IT APPEARS IN THE ORIGINAL. THIS COULD INCLUDE IMPORTANT
DEFINITIONS, SEMINAL STATEMENTS, OR PASSAGES THAT ARE CENTRAL TO YOUR ANALYSIS. BY PRESENTING THEM AS BLOCK
QUOTES, YOU DRAW THE READER'S ATTENTION TO THEIR IMPORTANCE AND ENSURE THEIR ACCURATE REPRESENTATION.

HO\X/EVER, WRITERS SHOULD AVOID USING BLOCK QUOTES FOR SHORT, INCONSEQUENTIAL PASSAGES. OVERUSE OF BLOCK
QUOTES CAN MAKE YOUR WRITING APPEAR AS A PATCHWORK OF OTHER PEOPLE’'S WORDS RATHER THAN YOUR OWN COHESIVE
ARGUMENT. THE GOAL IS TO USE QUOTES TO SUPPORT AND ENHANCE YOUR ANALYSIS, NOT TO REPLACE IT.

INTEGRATING SHORTER QUOTATIONS

FOR QUOTATIONS THAT ARE SHORTER THAN THE THRESHOLD FOR BLOCK QUOTES—TYPICALLY FEWER THAN FOUR LINES OF
PROSE—THEY SHOULD BE INTEGRATED DIRECTLY INTO YOUR OWN SENTENCES. THESE SHORTER QUOTES ARE ENCLOSED IN
QUOTATION MARKS AND OFTEN INTRODUCED WITH PHRASES LIKE “ACCORDING TO,” “STATES,” or “EXPLAINS.” THE
PUNCTUATION AND CITATION RULES FOR THESE SHORTER, INTEGRATED QUOTES ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE FOR BLOCK QUOTES.
THE QUOTATION MARKS ARE ESSENTIAL HERE, AND THE PUNCTUATION OFTEN APPEARS BEFORE THE CLOSING QUOTATION MARK,
DEPENDING ON ITS GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WITHIN YOUR SENTENCE.

BeEYoNnD BAsIC INDENTATION: SPeciAL CASES

W/HILE THE STANDARD HALF-INCH INDENTATION IS THE MOST COMMON RULE FOR CHICAGO MANUAL BLOCK QUOTE INDENTATION,
THERE ARE INSTANCES WHERE VARIATIONS OR ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS COME INTO PLAY. THESE OFTEN INVOLVE SPECIFIC
TYPES OF SOURCES OR PARTICULAR STYLISTIC REQUIREMENTS.

FOR DIALOGUE IN A NOVEL OR PLAY BEING QUOTED, EACH NEW SPEAKER’S LINE WITHIN THE BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD BEGIN ON A
NEW LINE, AND THE FIRST LINE OF EACH SPEAKER’'S DIALOGUE SHOULD ALSO BE INDENTED AN ADDITIONAL HALF-INCH (TOTALING
ONE INCH FROM THE LEFT MARGIN). THIS PRESERVES THE VISUAL CUES OF A DRAMATIC SCRIPT OR NOVEL'S DIALOGUE
FORMATTING. THIS NUANCED INDENTATION HELPS MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF THE ORIGINAL DIALOGUE STRUCTURE.

IN CASES WHERE A BLOCK QUOTE ITSELF CONTAINS SHORTER QUOTATIONS THAT WOULD NORMALLY BE SET IN QUOTATION
MARKS, THESE INTERNAL QUOTATIONS SHOULD BE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS WITHIN THE BLOCK QUOTE. THE BLOCK
QUOTE FORMATTING (INDENTATIONI LACK OF SURROUNDING QUOTES) APPLIES TO THE ENTIRE PASSAGE, WHILE THE INTERNAL



QUOTES ARE TREATED AS THEY WOULD BE WITHIN ANY NORMAL TEXT.

ComMPUTER CobE AND OTHER SPECIALIZED TEXT

W/HEN QUOTING COMPUTER CODE, MATHEMATICAL FORMULAS, OR OTHER TEXT WHERE PRECISE SPACING AND CHARACTER
REPRESENTATION ARE CRITICAL, CHICAGO STYLE OFTEN RECOMMENDS PRESENTING THESE WITHIN A BLOCK, POTENTIALLY WITH A
DIFFERENT FONT TO EMPHASIZE THEIR DISTINCT NATURE. W/HILE THE HALF-INCH INDENTATION MIGHT STILL APPLY, THE PRIMARY
CONCERN IS OFTEN MAINTAINING THE EXACT CHARACTER SPACING AND LAYOUT OF THE ORIGINAL CODE OR FORMULA. SOME
PUBLICATIONS MIGHT OPT FOR MONOSPACED FONTS FOR CODE. ALWAYS CHECK SPECIFIC PUBLICATION GUIDELINES FOR THESE
SPECIALIZED INSTANCES.

CoMMoN MisTAKES IN CHICAGO MANUAL BLock QUOTE FORMATTING

EVEN EXPERIENCED WRITERS CAN SOMETIMES STUMBLE ON THE PRECISE RULES FOR BLOCK QUOTES. RECOGNIZING COMMON ERRORS
IS KEY TO AVOIDING THEM. ONE FREQUENT MISTAKE IS THE INCORRECT INDENTATION. EITHER FAILING TO INDENT AT ALL, OR
INDENTING TOO MUCH OR TOO LITTLE, CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION. REMEMBER, THE STANDARD IS A HALF-INCH FROM THE LEFT
MARGIN FOR PROSE.

ANOTHER COMMON PITFALL IS THE INAPPROPRIATE USE OF QUOTATION MARKS. BLOCK QUOTES, BY DEFINITION, DO NOT USE
SURROUNDING QUOTATION MARKS. USING THEM DEFEATS THE PURPOSE OF THE VISUAL SEPARATION PROVIDED BY INDENTATION.
CONVERSELY, FAILING TO USE QUOTATION MARKS FOR SHORTER, INTEGRATED QUOTES IS ALSO AN ERROR.

INCORRECT SPACING IS ALSO AN ISSUE. FORGETTING TO ADD BLANK LINES ABOVE AND BELOW THE BLOCK QUOTE, OR NOT
SINGLE=SPACING THE TEXT WITHIN THE QUOTE, CAN MAKE IT BLEND TOO SEAMLESSLY WITH THE SURROUNDING TEXT. SIMILARLY,
ERRORS IN PUNCTUATION PLACEMENT, SUCH AS PLACING THE FINAL PUNCTUATION MARK AFTER THE CITATION RATHER THAN
BEFORE IT, ARE FREQUENT MISTAKES.

OVER-QUOTING AND MiISPLACED BLock QUOTES

BEYOND THE TECHNICAL FORMATTING, THERE ARE STRATEGIC ERRORS TO AVOID. OVER-RELIANCE ON BLOCK QUOTES, MAKING
YOUR PAPER SEEM LIKE A COLLECTION OF OTHERS' WORDS, IS A SIGNIFICANT ACADEMIC FLAW. BLOCK QUOTES SHOULD SERVE
YOUR ARGUMENT, NOT DOMINATE IT. ENSURE THAT EACH BLOCK QUOTE IS ESSENTIAL AND THAT YOU PROVIDE AMPLE ANALYSIS
AND COMMENTARY TO CONNECT IT TO YOUR OWN IDEAS.

MISPLACING BLOCK QUOTES—INTRODUCING THEM ABRUPTLY WITHOUT CONTEXT OR FAILING TO EXPLAIN THEIR
RELEVANCE—CAN ALSO DIMINISH THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. A BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD ALWAYS BE INTRODUCED CLEARLY AND
FOLLOWED BY AN EXPLANATION OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE. THE BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD FIT LOGICALLY INTO THE PARAGRAPH WHERE
IT APPEARS.

ConsisTeNCY IS KEY: MASTERING THE CRAFT

ULTIMATELY/ THE MOST CRITICAL ASPECT OF EMPLOYING CHICAGO MANUAL BLOCK QUOTE INDENTATION FORMATTING
CORRECTLY IS CONSISTENCY. W/HETHER YOU ARE INDENTING HALF AN INCH, SINGLE-SPACING THE TEXT, OR PLACING
PUNCTUATION PRECISELY, ADHERENCE TO THE CHOSEN STYLE THROUGHOUT YOUR ENTIRE DOCUMENT IS PARAMOUNT.
INCONSISTENCY CAN BE DISTRACTING FOR THE READER AND MAY SIGNAL A LACK OF ATTENTION TO DETAIL TO YOUR
INSTRUCTOR OR PUBLISHER.

REGULARLY CONSULTING THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR A RELIABLE STYLE GUIDE THAT
SUMMARIZES ITS PRINCIPLES IS THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE YOU ARE UP-TO-DATE AND ACCURATE. PRACTICING THESE
FORMATTING RULES WITH VARIOUS TYPES OF TEXTS WILL BUILD YOUR CONFIDENCE AND PROFICIENCY. MASTERING THESE
DETAILS ELEVATES THE QUALITY AND CREDIBILITY OF YOUR SCHOLARLY WORK.



BY UNDERSTANDING AND DILIGENTLY APPLYING THE RULES FOR CHICAGO MANUAL BLOCK QUOTE INDENTATION FORMATTING,
WRITERS CAN PRESENT THEIR SOURCED MATERIAL PROFESSIONALLY, ETHICALLY, AND EFFECTIVELY, THEREBY STRENGTHENING
THEIR OWN ARGUMENTS AND CONTRIBUTING TO A CLEAR AND READABLE ACADEMIC DISCOURSE.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE STANDARD INDENTATION FOR A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE STANDARD INDENTATION FOR A PROSE BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE IS ONE-HALF INCH (05 INCHES) FROM THE LEFT
MARGIN.

Q: Do | USE QUOTATION MARKS AROUND A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: NO/ BLOCK QUOTES IN CHICAGO STYLE ARE NOT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS. THEIR VISUAL SEPARATION IS ACHIEVED
THROUGH INDENTATION AND SPACING.

Q: WHEN SHOULD | USE A BLOCK QUOTE INSTEAD OF INTEGRATING A SHORTER
QUOTATION?

A: YOU SHOULD USE A BLOCK QUOTE WHEN THE QUOTATION IS SUBSTANTIAL, TYPICALLY FOUR OR MORE LINES OF PROSE OR
THREE OR MORE LINES OF POETRY, AND WHEN INTEGRATING IT WOULD DISRUPT THE FLOW OF YOUR OWN TEXT.

QZ How SHOULD POETRY BE FORMATTED AS A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: POETRY BLOCK QUOTES ARE INDENTED ONE-HALF INCH FROM THE LEFT MARGIN, AND THEIR ORIGINAL LINE BREAKS AND STANZA
STRUCTURE SHOULD BE PRESERVED. INTERNAL INDENTATION WITHIN THE POEM SHOULD ALSO BE MAINTAINED.

Q: \W/HERE DOES THE CITATION GO FOR A CHICAGO STYLE BLOCK QUOTE?

A: THE CITATION FOR A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE TYPICALLY FOLLOWS THE FINAL PUNCTUATION MARK OF THE
QUOTED TEXT.

Q: WHAT IS THE SPACING INSIDE A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: TEXT WITHIN A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE IS USUALLY SINGLE-SPACED, EVEN IF THE SURROUNDING BODY TEXT IS
DOUBLE-SPACED.

Q: CAN | INDENT THE RIGHT MARGIN OF A BLOCK QUOTE?

A: GENERALLYI NO. THE STANDARD CHICAGO STYLE BLOCK QUOTE IS INDENTED ONLY FROM THE LEFT MARGIN AND ALIGNED
FLUSH LEFT ON THE RIGHT.

QZ \WHAT HAPPENS IF A BLOCK QUOTE CONTAINS SHORTER QUOTATIONS?

A: SHORTER QUOTATIONS THAT APPEAR WITHIN A BLOCK QUOTE SHOULD BE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS, JUST AS THEY
\WOULD BE IN REGULAR TEXT.



Q: How po | INTRODUCE A BLOCK QUOTE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: A BLOCK QUOTE IS TYPICALLY INTRODUCED BY A SENTENCE THAT ENDS WITH A COLON, CLEARLY STATING THE SOURCE AND
THE RELEVANCE OF THE UPCOMING QUOTE.

Q: IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE A BLOCK QUOTE FOR JUST TWO LINES OF TEXT?

A: NO, BLOCK QUOTES ARE GENERALLY RESERVED FOR LONGER PASSAGES. FOR TWO LINES OF PROSE, IT'S MORE APPROPRIATE
TO INTEGRATE THEM INTO YOUR OWN SENTENCE USING QUOTATION MARKS.
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