CHICAGO MANUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR DISSERTATIONS

TITLE: MASTERING THE CHICAGO MANUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR DISSERTATIONS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO MANUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR DISSERTATIONS REQUIRES METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL, A FIRM GRASP OF CITATION
PRINCIPLES, AND A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES OUTLINED IN THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
(CMOS) FOR SCHOLARS UNDERTAKING THE DEMANDING TASK OF A DISSERTATION, A PROPERLY FORMATTED BIBLIOGRAPHY IS
NOT MERELY AN ACADEMIC FORMALITY; IT IS A CRUCIAL COMPONENT THAT DEMONSTRATES SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY,
ACKNOWLEDGES INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS, AND ALLOWS READERS TO TRACE YOUR RESEARCH SOURCES. THiS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL NAVIGATE YOU THROUGH THE INTRICACIES OF CREATING A CHICAGO-STYLE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR
YOUR DISSERTATION, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM FUNDAMENTAL FORMATTING RULES TO SPECIFIC SOURCE TYPES AND COMMON
PITFALLS TO AVOID. WE WILL DELVE INTO THE NUANCES OF BOTH THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEMS,
ENSURING YOU HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE TO PRODUCE A POLISHED AND COMPLIANT BIBLIOGRAPHY THAT MEETS THE RIGOROUS
STANDARDS EXPECTED IN ACADEMIC WRITING.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR BIBLIOGRAPHIES

THe CHICAGO MANUAL of STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY RESPECTED STYLE GUIDE THAT PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION AND CITATION. WHEN IT COMES TO BIBLIOGRAPHIES, PARTICULARLY FOR
DISSERTATIONS, ADHERENCE TO CMOS ENSURES CONSISTENCY AND CLARITY THROUGHOUT YOUR SCHOLARLY WORK. THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS "W oRrks CITED” OR “REFERENCES” DEPENDING ON THE CHOSEN SYSTEM, SERVES AS A
COMPLETE LIST OF ALL SOURCES CONSULTED AND CITED WITHIN THE DISSERTATION. |T IS THE READER'S ROADMAP TO THE
FOUNDATION OF YOUR RESEARCH, ALLOWING FOR VERIFICATION AND FURTHER EXPLORATION OF THE SCHOLARLY LANDSCAPE
YOU HAVE ENGAGED WITH.

A WELL-CRAFTED CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A DISSERTATION IS A TESTAMENT TO YOUR ACADEMIC RIGOR. |T REFLECTS YOUR
COMMITMENT TO ETHICAL SCHOLARSHIP BY GIVING CREDIT WHERE IT IS DUE AND ACCURATELY REPRESENTING THE RESEARCH THAT
INFORMS YOUR ARGUMENTS. THE PROCESS OF COMPILING THIS LIST CAN BE TIME-CONSUMING, BUT BY UNDERSTANDING THE
UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES AND MASTERING THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS, YOU CAN PRODUCE A BIBLIOGRAPHY THAT IS
BOTH ACCURATE AND AESTHETICALLY PLEASING. THIS SECTION WILL LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENTS OF CHICAGO-STYLE BIBLIOGRAPHIES AS THEY APPLY TO DOCTORAL-LEVEL RESEARCH.

THE Two SyYsTeEMs: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY VS. AUTHOR-DATE

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO DISTINCT SYSTEMS FOR DOCUMENTING SOURCES: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. BOTH ARE ACCEPTABLE FOR DISSERTATIONS, BUT THE CHOICE OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE
DISCIPLINE, DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS, OR PERSONAL PREFERENCE. (UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCES IS CRUCIAL FOR
CONSISTENT APPLICATION THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT.

THe NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, SOURCES ARE PRIMARILY CITED USING FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES WITHIN THE TEXT.
THESE NOTES PROVIDE IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO SOURCE INFORMATION AND ARE COLLECTED INTO A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY



AT THE END OF THE DISSERTATION. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES IN THIS SYSTEM ARE TYPICALLY ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S
LAST NAME AND INCLUDE MORE DETAILED INFORMATION THAN IS FOUND IN THE IN-TEXT NOTES. THIS SYSTEM IS COMMONLY
FAVORED IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOME SOCIAL SCIENCES DUE TO ITS ABILITY TO INCORPORATE EXPLANATORY OR TANGENTIAL
INFORMATION WITHIN THE NOTES THEMSELVES.

W/HEN USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM FOR A DISSERTATION, EACH ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SHOULD PROVIDE A
FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF THE SOURCE. THIS INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF THE WORK
(ITALICIZED FOR BOOKS AND JOURNALS, IN QUOTATION MARKS FOR ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS), PUBLICATION INFORMATION
(PLACE, PUBLISHER, YEAR FOR BOOKS; JOURNAL TITLE, VOLUME, ISSUE, YEAR, AND PAGE NUMBERS FOR ARTICLES), AND ANY
OTHER RELEVANT DETAILS SUCH AS EDITION OR EDITOR. THE GOAL IS TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION FOR ANY READER TO
LOCATE THE EXACT SOURCE.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, ON THE OTHER HAND, USES IN-TEXT CITATIONS THAT CONSIST OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND
THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION (E.G., SMITH 2020). THESE IN-TEXT CITATIONS CORRESPOND TO A “REFERENCES” LIST AT THE END
OF THE DISSERTATION, WHICH IS ALSO ALPHABETIZED BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. EACH ENTRY IN THE REFERENCES LIST PROVIDES
THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, THE TITLE OF THE WORK, AND PUBLICATION INFORMATION. THIS SYSTEM IS
OFTEN PREFERRED IN THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES BECAUSE IT EMPHASIZES THE CURRENCY OF RESEARCH AND IS GENERALLY
MORE CONCISE WITHIN THE TEXT.

FOR A DISSERTATION USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE REFERENCES LIST REQUIRES SPECIFIC FORMATTING TO ENSURE
CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY. WHILE THE IN-TEXT CITATION IS BRIEF, THE CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN THE REFERENCES LIST MUST
BE COMPLETE ENOUGH FOR RETRIEVAL. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION
PROMINENTLY PLACED, THE FULL TITLE OF THE WORK, AND PUBLICATION DETAILS SUCH AS PUBLISHER, JOURNAL VOLUME AND
ISSUE, AND PAGE NUMBERS. THE EMPHASIS HERE IS ON QUICKLY IDENTIFYING THE SOURCE AND ITS PUBLICATION DATE TO GAUGE
ITS RELEVANCE AND TIMELINESS.

Core PrINCIPLES OF CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMATTING

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU CHOOSE THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY OR AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, CERTAIN CORE PRINCIPLES
GOVERN THE FORMATTING OF A CHICAGO-STYLE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A DISSERTATION. THESE PRINCIPLES ENSURE UNIFORMITY AND
PROFESSIONALISM ACROSS YOUR ENTIRE DOCUMENT. UNDERSTANDING THESE FOUNDATIONAL RULES IS PARAMOUNT TO
PRODUCING AN ACCURATE AND COMPLIANT BIBLIOGRAPHY.

ALPHABETIZATION

ALL ENTRIES IN A CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY MUST BE ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. IF A WORK HAS NO AUTHOR,
IT IS ALPHABETIZED BY THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT WORD OF THE TITLE (IGNORING ARTICLES LIKE “A,” “AN,” AND “THE"). FOR
MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR, ENTRIES ARE THEN ALPHABETIZED BY THE TITLE OF THE WORK. |F MULTIPLE WORKS BY
THE SAME AUTHOR ARE PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, THE YEAR IS FOLLOWED BY A LOWERCASE LETTER (£.G., 20214,

202 18), AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES ARE ALSO ALPHABETIZED BY TITLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THEM.

INDENTATION AND SPACING

A STANDARD CONVENTION IN CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHIES IS THE USE OF A “HANGING INDENT.” THIS MEANS THE FIRST LINE OF EACH
BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY IS SET FLUSH WITH THE LEFT MARGIN, AND ALL SUBSEQUENT LINES ARE INDENTED. THE STANDARD
INDENTATION IS TYPICALLY FIVE SPACES OR 0.5 INCHES. CONSISTENT SPACING BETWEEN ENTRIES IS ALSO IMPORTANT, WITH A
DOUBLE SPACE USUALLY EMPLOYED BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES FOR READABILITY, ALTHOUGH A SINGLE SPACE WITHIN AN
ENTRY AND A DOUBLE SPACE BETWEEN ENTRIES IS ALSO COMMON. ALWAYS CHECK YOUR DEPARTMENT'S SPECIFIC GUIDELINES ON
THIS MATTER.



PUNCTUATION AND CAPITALIZATION

PUNCTUATION WITHIN CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES IS PRECISE. PERIODS ARE USED TO SEPARATE DISTINCT ELEMENTS OF A
CITATION, SUCH AS THE AUTHOR'S NAME FROM THE TITLE, OR THE TITLE FROM THE PUBLICATION INFORMATION. COMMAS ARE
USED WITHIN ELEMENTS, SUCH AS SEPARATING THE CITY OF PUBLICATION FROM THE PUBLISHER. TITLES OF BOOKS AND JOURNALS
ARE ITALICIZED, WHILE TITLES OF ARTICLES, CHAPTERS, AND ESSAYS WITHIN LARGER WORKS ARE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION
MARKS. CAPITALIZATION FOLLOWS STANDARD ENGLISH RULES FOR TITLES, WITH MAJOR WORDS CAPITALIZED.

FORMATTING ESSENTIAL SOURCE T YPES

YOUR DISSERTATION WILL LIKELY DRAW FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES, AND THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES
SPECIFIC FORMATS FOR EACH. MASTERING THESE VARIATIONS IS KEY TO A COMPLETE AND ACCURATE BIBLIOGRAPHY. THIS
SECTION COVERS COMMON SOURCE TYPES ENCOUNTERED IN DOCTORAL RESEARCH.

Books

FOR A BOOK, THE GENERAL FORMAT IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS: AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. TITLE OF
Book. PLACE oF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER, YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

ExampLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY ):

® SMITH, JoHN. THE HISTORY OF IDEAS. NEw YoRrk: ACADEMIC Press, 2019.

IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE YEAR IS PLACED AFTER THE AUTHOR'S NAME:

ExampLE (AUTHOR-DATE):

® SMITH, JoHN. 20 19. THE HiSTORY OF IDEAS. NEW Y ORK: ACADEMIC PRESS.

FOR SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS, INCLUDE THE EDITION NUMBER: E.G., TITLE OF Book, 2nD ED. (PLACE: PUBLISHER, YEAR).

JOURNAL ARTICLES

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE A STAPLE FOR DISSERTATIONS. THE FORMAT FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM TYPICALLY
INCLUDES:

o AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE oF ARTICLE.” TITLE OF JOURNAL VOLUME, NO. IssUE (YEAR): PAGE
NUMBERS.

ExamMpLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY):

® JOHNSON, EMILY. “RETHINKING THE ENLIGHTENMENT.” JOURNAL OF MoDERN HisTorY 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-135.

For THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE YEAR PRECEDES THE TITLE:

ExampLE (AUTHOR-DATE):

o JoHNsON, EMILY. 202 1. “RETHINKING THE ENLIGHTENMENT.” JOURNAL OF MoDERN HisTORY 45, No. 2: 112-135.

\WHEN CITING ARTICLES FOUND ONLINE, INCLUDE THE DOI (DiGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIER) IF AVAILABLE, OR THE URL.



CHAPTERS IN EDITED Books

W/HEN CITING A CHAPTER FROM A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS OR AN EDITED VOLUME, THE FORMAT MUST REFLECT BOTH THE
CHAPTER AND THE LARGER W ORK:

o AUTHOR OF CHAPTER'S LAST NaME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE OF CHAPTER.” IN TITLE OF EDITED BOOK, EDITED BY
EpiTor’s FIRST NAME EDITOR'S LAST NaME, PAGE NUMBERS. PLACE OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER, YEAR OF
PuUBLICATION.

ExampLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY):

e DAVIS, MICHAEL. " THEMATIC ANALYSIS IN LITERATURE.” IN APPROACHES TO LITERARY CRITICISM, EDITED BY SARAH
Lee AND DAvVID CHeN, 78-105. LonboN: UNIVERSITY PusLISHING, 2020.

THE AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT FOLLOWS THE SAME STRUCTURE WITH THE YEAR IN ITS APPROPRIATE PLACE.

CITING ELECTRONIC AND DIGITAL SOURCES

IN CONTEMPORARY ACADEMIC RESEARCH, ELECTRONIC AND DIGITAL SOURCES ARE UBIQUITOUS. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE PROVIDES CLEAR GUIDELINES FOR CITING THESE, ENSURING THEY ARE AS METICULOUSLY DOCUMENTED AS PRINT
MATERIALS. ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS ARE PARAMOUNT WHEN DEALING WITH THE POTENTIALLY EPHEMERAL NATURE OF
ONLINE CONTENT.

\WEBSITES AND WEB PAGES

CITING WEBSITES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE. FOR A GENERAL WEBPAGE, THE FORMAT
TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

o AUTHOR'S LAST NaME, FIRST NAME (IF AVAILABLE). “TITLE OF PAGE.” NAME OF WEBSITE. DATE OF PUBLICATION OR
LasT UppaTe (IF AvAILABLE). Access DaTe. URL.

ExamMPLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY ):

o NATIONAL ARCHIVES. “DOCUMENTS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.” NATIONAL ARCHIVES, LAST MODIFIED OCTOBER
15, 2022. Accessed MARcH 10, 2023. HTTPS://WWW.ARCHIVES.GOV /REVOLUTION.

For THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE DATE OF PUBLICATION OR UPDATE, IF AVAILABLE, IS INCLUDED.

ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLES WITH DOIs or URLSs

AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY, ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLES OFTEN HAVE DIGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIERS (DOIS). THESE ARE PREFERRED
oVER URLS AS THEY PROVIDE A STABLE LINK. THE FORMAT FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS:

e AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE oF ARTICLE.” TITLE OF JOURNAL VOLUME, NO. IssUE (YEAR): PAGE
Numgers. DOI.

ExampLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY ):



* GARCIA, ISABELLA. “THE IMPACT oF SociAL MebiA oN PoLITiCAL Discourse.” DiGITAL SocioLoGy RevieEw 12, No.
1(2022): 45-67.001:10.1000/psr.2022.12.1.45.

IF No DOl Is aAvalLasLE, Use THE URL AND ACCESS DATE.

DATABASES AND DIGITAL ARCHIVES

CITING SOURCES FROM SPECIALIZED DATABASES OR DIGITAL ARCHIVES REQUIRES PROVIDING ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR
RETRIEVAL. THIS OFTEN INCLUDES THE DATABASE NAME, THE SPECIFIC COLLECTION OR ITEM WITHIN IT, AND ANY UNIQUE
IDENTIFIERS.

e AuTHor/CreaToRr (IF APPLICABLE). “TITLE oF DocUMENT/ITEM.” NAME oF DATABASE/ ARCHIVE. DATE OF
CreaTioN/PusLicaTIoN (IF AvAILABLE). Accessep DATE. URL or Access PATH.

ExamMpLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY ):

o UniTep STATES Census Bureau. “ 1950 Census RECOrDS.” ANCESTRY.COM. ACCESSED MarcH 10, 2023.
HTTPS:/ /W W wW.ANCESTRY.CoM/Census/ 1950.

CoMMoN CHALLENGES AND SoOLUTIONS IN CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHIES

COMPILING A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A DISSERTATION CAN PRESENT UNIQUE CHALLENGES. RECOGNIZING THESE POTENTIAL PITFALLS
AND KNOWING HOW TO ADDRESS THEM CAN SAVE SIGNIFICANT TIME AND PREVENT ERRORS. THIS SECTION OFFERS SOLUTIONS TO
COMMON ISSUES ENCOUNTERED WHEN USING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR DOCTORAL-LEVEL BIBLIOGRAPHIES.

MIsSSING PUBLICATION INFORMATION

ONE COMMON ISSUE IS ENCOUNTERING SOURCES WITH MISSING PUBLICATION DETAILS, SUCH AS THE PUBLISHER OR PUBLICATION
DATE. IN SUCH cASES, CMOS OFFERS SPECIFIC CONVENTIONS. FOR A MISSING PUBLISHER, USE “N.p.” (NO PUBLISHER). FOR A
MISSING PUBLICATION DATE, USE “N.D.” (NO DATE). IT IS ALSO ADVISABLE TO INCLUDE AN ACCESS DATE FOR ANY ONLINE
SOURCE WHERE A PUBLICATION DATE IS UNAVAILABLE. FOR EXAMPLE, AN ONLINE ARTICLE WITHOUT A DATE MIGHT APPEAR AS:
AUTHOR. “TITLE.” JourNAL 10, No. 2 (N.D.): 50-60. Accessep MarcH 10, 2023. HTTP://EXAMPLE.COM.

MuULTIPLE AUTHORS AND EDITORS

HANDLING MULTIPLE AUTHORS REQUIRES SPECIFIC FORMATTING. FOR TWO AUTHORS, LIST BOTH NAMES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.
FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, LIST ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” (AND OTHERS) IN THE NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM. HOWEVER, IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, ALL AUTHORS ARE TYPICALLY LISTED UP TO A CERTAIN
NUMBER (E.G., TEN), AFTER WHICH “ET AL.” IS USED. FOR EDITED WORKS, THE EDITOR’S NAME IS USED IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR
WHEN CITING THE ENTIRE VOLUME, AND IS PRECEDED BY “ED.” OR “EDS.”.

¥ orks WITH NO AUTHOR OR CORPORATE AUTHOR

W/HEN A WORK LACKS AN INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR, IT IS ALPHABETIZED BY THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT \WORD OF THE TITLE. IF THE WORK
IS ATTRIBUTED TO AN ORGANIZATION OR INSTITUTION (A CORPORATE AUTHOR), THE ORGANIZATION'S NAME IS USED AS THE
AUTHOR. ENSURE THE CORPORATE AUTHOR'S NAME IS SPELLED OUT FULLY AND CONSISTENTLY. FOR INSTANCE, THE W oRLD
HeALTH ORGANIZATION WOULD BE LISTED AS W/ ORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION.”



COoNSISTENCY IS Key

PERHAPS THE MOST CRUCIAL ASPECT OF CREATING A FLAWLESS BIBLIOGRAPHY IS MAINTAINING ABSOLUTE CONSISTENCY. THIS
APPLIES TO EVERY ELEMENT: THE ORDER OF INFORMATION, PUNCTUATION, CAPITALIZATION, AND FORMATTING OF TITLES.
DEVIATIONS FROM THE CHOSEN STYLE (NOTES‘BIBLIOGRAPHY OR AUTHOR‘DATE) OR FROM THE SPECIFIC RULES WITHIN CMOS
CAN LEAD TO A LOSS OF CREDIBILITY. |T IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO CREATE A TEMPLATE OR USE CITATION MANAGEMENT
SOFTWARE TO ENSURE UNIFORMITY. REGULAR REVIEW AND PROOFREADING ARE ESSENTIAL FINAL STEPS.

FINAL ToOUCHES FOR A PROFESSIONAL DISSERTATION BIBLIOGRAPHY

THE CULMINATION OF YOUR DISSERTATION IS NOT JUST THE TEXT ITSELF, BUT ALSO THE SUPPORTING APPARATUS THAT
VALIDATES YOUR RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTION. A METICULOUSLY CRAFTED CHICAGO MANUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR
YOUR DISSERTATION IS A VITAL PART OF THIS APPARATUS. |T REFLECTS YOUR ATTENTION TO DETAIL, YOUR RESPECT FOR
ACADEMIC DISCOURSE, AND YOUR ABILITY TO ADHERE TO PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS.

BEYOND SIMPLY LISTING SOURCES, A WELL-FORMATTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENHANCES THE OVERALL READABILITY AND ACADEMIC
INTEGRITY OF YOUR WORK. T ALLOWS YOUR COMMITTEE AND FUTURE READERS TO EASILY VERIFY YOUR CLAIMS, EXPLORE
YOUR INFLUENCES, AND BUILD UPON YOUR RESEARCH. TAKING THE TIME TO ENSURE EVERY ENTRY IS ACCURATE, CONSISTENTLY
FORMATTED, AND ADHERES STRICTLY TO THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS AN INVESTMENT IN THE ENDURING QUALITY AND
IMPACT OF YOUR DISSERTATION. REMEMBER TO ALWAYS CROSS-REFERENCE WITH YOUR DEPARTMENT'S SPECIFIC GUIDELINES, AS
THEY MAY HAVE MINOR VARIATIONS OR PREFERENCES WITHIN THE BROADER CMOS FRAMEWORK. THE EFFORT INVESTED IN
MASTERING YOUR CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY PAY DIVIDENDS IN THE RECEPTION AND LONGEVITY OF YOUR
SCHOLARLY ACHIEVEMENT.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR DISSERTATIONS?

A: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND A COMPREHENSIVE
BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN THE TEXT (AUTHOR YEAR) AND A
CORRESPONDING REFERENCES LIST AT THE END. THE CHOICE OFTEN DEPENDS ON DISCIPLINARY CONVENTIONS.

Q: How SHOULD | FORMAT A BOOK WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS IN MY CHICAGO
BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A DISSERTATION?

A: FOR TWO AUTHORS, LIST BOTH. FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, LIST ONLY THE FIRST
AUTHOR FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, YOU TYPICALLY LIST ALL AUTHORS UP TO A CERTAIN NUMBER
(OFTEN TEN), THEN USE “ET AL.” ALWAYS CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF CMOS FOR PRECISE NUMBERS.

Q: WHAT poEes “N.p.” AND “N.D.” MEAN IN A CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY?

A: “N.p.” STANDS FOR “NO PUBLISHER,” USED WHEN THE PUBLISHER CANNOT BE IDENTIFIED. “N.D.” STANDS FOR “NO DATE,” USED
WHEN THE PUBLICATION DATE CANNOT BE FOUND. THESE NOTATIONS ARE EMPLOYED WHEN ESSENTIAL PUBLICATION
INFORMATION IS MISSING FROM A SOURCE.

Q: SHouLD | INcLUDE URLS FOR ALL ONLINE SOURCES IN MY CHICAGO DISSERTATION
BIBLIOGRAPHY?

A: You sHouLD INCLUDE URLS FOR ONLINE SOURCES, ESPECIALLY IF A DOI IS NOT AVAILABLE. HOWEVER, IF A DOl Is
PRESENT, IT IS PREFERRED OVER A URL BECAUSE DOIS ARE STABLE IDENTIFIERS. ALWAYS INCLUDE AN ACCESS DATE FOR ONLINE



SOURCES WHERE A PUBLICATION OR UPDATE DATE IS NOT CLEARLY PROVIDED.

Q: How DO | HANDLE CITING A SOURCE THAT HAS NO CLEAR AUTHOR IN MY CHICAGO
BIBLIOGRAPHY?

A: IF A SOURCE HAS NO IDENTIFIABLE AUTHOR, YOU ALPHABETIZE THE ENTRY BY THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT WORD OF ITS TITLE,

" on "

IGNORING ARTICLES LIKE “A,” “AN,” OR “THE.” IF THE SOURCE IS ATTRIBUTED TO AN ORGANIZATION OR INSTITUTION, USE THE

’

ORGANIZATION'S NAME AS THE AUTHOR.

QI IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE FOR MY CHICAGO
BIBLIOGRAPHY IN A DISSERTATION?

A: YES, IT IS NOT ONLY ACCEPTABLE BUT OFTEN HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO USE CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE (E.G.,
ZOTERO, MENDELEY, ENDNOTE) TO MANAGE YOUR SOURCES AND GENERATE YOUR CHICAGO-STYLE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A
DISSERTATION. HOWEVER, IT IS CRUCIAL TO REVIEW AND EDIT THE GENERATED BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR ACCURACY AND ADHERENCE
TO0 CMOS RULES.

Q: WHAT IS A “"HANGING INDENT” AND HOW DO | APPLY IT TO MY CHICAGO
BIBLIOGRAPHY?

A: A HANGING INDENT MEANS THE FIRST LINE OF EACH BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY IS FLUSH WITH THE LEFT MARGIN, AND ALL
SUBSEQUENT LINES ARE INDENTED. THIS FORMATTING ENHANCES READABILITY. MOST WORD PROCESSORS ALLOW YOU TO SET
THIS UP IN THE PARAGRAPH FORMATTING OPTIONS.

Q: Do | NEED TO ITALICIZE JOURNAL TITLES IN MY CHICAGO BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A
DISSERTATION?

A: YES, IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, TITLES OF BOOKS, JOURNALS, AND OTHER MAJOR WORKS ARE ITALICIZED. TITLES
OF ARTICLES, CHAPTERS, AND ESSAYS WITHIN LARGER WORKS ARE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS.
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