
chicago manual bibliography for a journal
article with multiple authors
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers comprehensive guidance on citing sources, and
understanding how to format a Chicago manual bibliography for a journal article with multiple authors
is crucial for academic integrity and clarity. This guide will delve into the intricacies of creating such
citations, covering various scenarios from two authors to more extensive collaborations. We will
explore the fundamental principles of the Notes-Bibliography system, the specific requirements for
listing author names, the importance of publication details, and common pitfalls to avoid. By
mastering these elements, writers can ensure their bibliographies are accurate, professional, and
conform to CMOS standards, enhancing the credibility of their research. This comprehensive overview
aims to equip you with the knowledge to confidently cite multi-author journal articles according to the
Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely recognized and respected style guide used in academic and
professional writing. It provides detailed instructions on matters of punctuation, grammar, citation,
and manuscript preparation. For researchers and scholars, adhering to a specific style guide like
CMOS is essential for presenting their work clearly, consistently, and ethically. The manual aims to
standardize academic communication, making it easier for readers to locate and verify sources.

CMOS offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system. While both systems achieve the goal of source attribution, they differ in their presentation.
The Notes-Bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography
at the end of the work. This system is often preferred in the humanities and some social sciences. The
Author-Date system, conversely, uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year, page) and a
reference list at the end, commonly found in the sciences and social sciences.

Core Principles of CMOS Bibliographies

Regardless of the specific citation system employed, certain core principles underpin the creation of a
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography. These principles ensure that bibliographical entries are



informative, easy to scan, and provide all necessary information for readers to retrieve the cited
source. Consistency is paramount; once a format is chosen for a particular type of source, it should be
applied uniformly throughout the bibliography.

The primary goal of any bibliography is to serve as a locator for the reader. Therefore, each entry
must contain sufficient details to allow someone to find the original work. This includes author(s), title
of the work, and publication information such as the journal title, volume, issue, and publication
dates. The CMOS emphasizes accuracy in transcription of all these elements. Furthermore, the
bibliography is typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If multiple works by the
same author are cited, they are listed chronologically by publication year.

Citing Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

When it comes to citing journal articles with multiple authors in a Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography, the approach can vary slightly depending on the number of authors involved. The CMOS
provides clear guidelines to manage these variations, ensuring that all contributors are acknowledged
appropriately and that the citation remains readable and informative.

The fundamental rule is to list authors in the order they appear on the published article. The primary
focus for the bibliography entry is on the authors' names, the article title, and the publication details
of the journal itself. Understanding the nuances of how to present these names, especially when
dealing with more than a few authors, is key to correctly formatting the entry.

Specific Formatting for Author Names

The formatting of author names in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography follows specific conventions
that distinguish between the first author and subsequent authors. This distinction is crucial for clarity
and adherence to the style guide's aesthetic and informational requirements.

For the first author listed in a bibliography entry, the last name is inverted, followed by the first name
(or initials, if that's how it appears on the publication). For example, John Smith would be listed as
Smith, John. Subsequent authors are listed in their normal first-name-last-name order. This inversion
for the first author helps to immediately identify the primary source of the work and to facilitate
alphabetical sorting.

Essential Publication Details for Journal Articles

Beyond author names, a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry for a journal article must include
a precise set of publication details. These details are critical for readers to locate the specific article
within a particular journal issue. Omitting any of these can hinder a reader's ability to find the source.

The essential components include:



The title of the journal article, enclosed in quotation marks.

The title of the journal in which the article was published, italicized.

The volume number of the journal.

The issue number of the journal, often preceded by "no."

The publication year, enclosed in parentheses.

Page numbers for the article, preceded by a colon and a space.

For instance, an article titled "The Impact of AI on Modern Society" published in the Journal of
Technological Advancement, volume 25, issue 3, in 2023, on pages 112-130, would have these details
meticulously included in its bibliography entry.

Variations in Author Numbers

The Chicago Manual of Style addresses how to handle journal articles with differing numbers of
authors. This is a common area where writers seek clarification, and the guidelines are designed to be
both practical and comprehensive.

When an article has two or three authors, all author names are listed in the bibliography. The first
author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name), and subsequent authors are listed in normal order
(First Name Last Name). For example, a work by Jane Doe and Richard Roe would appear as Doe,
Jane, and Richard Roe.

For journal articles with four or more authors, CMOS recommends a slight abbreviation for the sake of
conciseness and readability in the bibliography. After listing the first author's name in inverted
format, you would then use "et al." followed by the rest of the publication information. The "et al." is a
Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." This convention avoids overly long author lists that can
dominate the bibliography entry and detract from the essential publication details.

It is important to note that even when using "et al." in the bibliography, the first note (if using the
Notes-Bibliography system) should list all author names. The bibliography is where the "et al."
convention is applied for four or more authors.

Formatting the Bibliography Entry

The overall structure and punctuation of a bibliography entry for a Chicago manual bibliography for a
journal article with multiple authors are as important as the content itself. Adhering to the correct
format ensures a professional and polished final document.

Entries in the bibliography are typically block-formatted, meaning the first line of each entry is flush



with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This indentation style, known as a hanging
indent, makes it easier to scan the list and distinguish individual entries. The punctuation within an
entry is also specific: commas separate elements like author names and titles, while periods mark the
end of major sections, such as the article title and the journal title. The publication year is typically
placed in parentheses after the journal information, and the page range follows, usually preceded by
a colon. The final element is the period that ends the entire entry.

Conclusion

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style for bibliographies, especially for journal articles with multiple
authors, is a fundamental skill for academic writers. By understanding the principles of author name
formatting, the essential publication details, and the variations for different numbers of authors, you
can confidently create accurate and professional bibliographical entries. The consistent application of
these rules ensures that your work adheres to academic standards and provides readers with clear
pathways to your sources, thereby enhancing the credibility and clarity of your research. Whether
dealing with two authors or a vast collaborative effort, the CMOS provides a robust framework for
presenting your research responsibly.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in the Chicago Manual
of Style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and presented at the end of the
document. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year) and a reference list at the end, often favored in scientific disciplines.

Q: How do I list the authors for a journal article with exactly
two authors in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?
A: For a journal article with two authors, you list both names. The first author's name is inverted (Last
Name, First Name), followed by a comma and the word "and," then the second author's name in
normal order (First Name Last Name). For example: Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe.

Q: What is the rule for citing journal articles with three
authors in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?
A: Similar to articles with two authors, all three author names are listed in the bibliography. The first
author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name), followed by a comma, the second author's name
in normal order (First Name Last Name), a comma, and the word "and" before the third author's name



in normal order (First Name Last Name). For example: Doe, Jane, Richard Roe, and John Smith.

Q: When should I use "et al." when citing a journal article with
multiple authors in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?
A: You should use "et al." in the bibliography when a journal article has four or more authors. After
listing the first author's name in inverted format (Last Name, First Name), you follow it with the
abbreviation "et al." This signifies "and others" and keeps the bibliography entry concise.

Q: Does the rule for using "et al." in the bibliography apply to
footnotes or endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: No, the "et al." convention for multiple authors primarily applies to the bibliography in the Chicago
Manual of Style. In the first note for a source with four or more authors, you are generally expected to
list all author names as they appear on the publication. Subsequent notes for the same source can
then use "et al."

Q: What is the correct punctuation and formatting for the
article title in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry?
A: The title of the journal article itself is always enclosed in quotation marks. For example, "The
Impact of AI on Modern Society."

Q: How should the journal title be formatted in a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography for a journal article?
A: The title of the journal in which the article appears should be italicized. For example, Journal of
Technological Advancement.

Q: What are the key publication details required for a journal
article citation in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?
A: The essential publication details include the journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number,
publication year (in parentheses), and the page range of the article.

Q: Is there a specific order for listing the volume, issue, and
year for a journal article in the bibliography?
A: Yes, the typical order is the journal title, followed by the volume number, then the issue number
(often preceded by "no."), and finally the publication year enclosed in parentheses. For example:
Journal Title, vol. X, no. Y (Year).



Q: How do I ensure my bibliography is correctly alphabetized
in Chicago style?
A: In a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography, entries are alphabetized by the last name of the first
author listed. If you have multiple works by the same author, they are listed chronologically by
publication year. If two authors share the same last name, further alphabetical sorting is done by their
first initial, then their full first name.
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