chicago manual author date formatting
examples

chicago manual author date formatting examples are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and proper attribution.
Navigating the intricacies of citation styles can be challenging, but
understanding the Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system is key to
avoiding plagiarism and allowing readers to easily locate your sources. This
comprehensive guide delves into the core principles of Chicago author-date
formatting, providing practical examples for various source types. We will
explore how to cite books, journal articles, websites, and other common
materials within both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. Mastering
these examples will empower you to present your research with academic
integrity and polished professionalism.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style: Author-Date System
Key Components of Chicago Author-Date Citations

Citing Books: Author-Date Examples

Citing Journal Articles: Author-Date Examples

Citing Websites and Online Sources: Author-Date Examples
Citing Other Common Sources: Author-Date Examples

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

The Bibliography in Chicago Author-Date Formatting

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style:
Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide offering
two primary systems for citation: notes-bibliography and author-date. The
author-date system, which is the focus of this discussion, is often favored
in the social sciences and natural sciences for its directness and ease of
use. It features brief in-text citations that correspond to a full reference
list at the end of the work, typically called a bibliography. This system
prioritizes accessibility for the reader, allowing them to quickly identify
the source of information and locate the full bibliographic details without
extensive searching.

The author-date system is characterized by parenthetical citations within the
text, containing the author's last name and the year of publication. When
direct quotes are used, the page number is also included. This concise
referencing allows the narrative to flow more smoothly, minimizing
interruptions. However, i1t requires diligent adherence to specific formatting
rules to maintain accuracy and avoid confusion. The subsequent sections will
break down these rules with clear, practical examples.

Key Components of Chicago Author-Date Citations



The Chicago author-date system relies on two main components for effective
source management: in-text citations and the bibliography. Both are
interconnected, with the in-text citation acting as a signpost pointing the
reader to the more detailed entry in the bibliography. Understanding the
structure and required information for each is fundamental to correct
application.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations in the author-date system are typically enclosed in
parentheses and appear within the body of your text. Their primary purpose is
to acknowledge the source of a piece of information, whether it's a direct
quote, a paraphrase, or a summary of an idea. The standard format includes
the author's last name, followed by a comma and the year of publication. For
instance, (Smith 2020). When quoting directly, the page number (s) must be
appended after the year, separated by a comma: (Smith 2020, 15). If an author
has multiple works published in the same year, they are distinguished by
adding lowercase letters (a, b, c) after the year, both in the in-text
citation and the bibliography entry.

The Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the document, provides a complete
alphabetical listing of all the sources cited in the text. Each entry in the
bibliography contains detailed information about the source, allowing readers
to identify and retrieve it. The specific elements included in a bibliography
entry vary depending on the source type (book, article, website, etc.), but
generally include the author's name, title, publication date, and publication
details (publisher, journal name, URL, etc.). The alphabetical ordering by
author’s last name is a critical organizational principle.

Citing Books: Author-Date Examples

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of academic writing, and the Chicago
author-date system provides clear guidelines for various book formats. The
core principle is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the
specific edition you consulted.

Single—-Author Book

For a book with one author, the bibliography entry begins with the author's
last name, followed by a comma and their first name. Then comes the year of
publication in parentheses, followed by the title of the book in italics.
Finally, include the place of publication and the publisher.

e Bibliography Example: Smith, John. 2020. The Art of Research. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

e In-text Citation Example: (Smith 2020). If quoting directly: (Smith



2020, 45).

Book with Two or Three Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all authors’ names are listed in the
bibliography entry, with the first author’s name inverted. Subsequent authors
are listed in their normal first-name-last-name order. The order of authors
in the bibliography should match their order on the title page.

e Bibliography Example: Jones, Sarah, and David Lee. 2019. Foundations of
Science. New York: Academic Publishing.

e In-text Citation Example: (Jones and Lee 2019).

Book with More Than Three Authors

For works with four or more authors, the Chicago author-date system
simplifies the bibliography entry. You list only the first author's name,
followed by “et al.” (Latin for "and others").

e Bibliography Example: Brown, Emily, et al. 2021. Modern Sociological
Theory. London: Routledge.

e In-text Citation Example: (Brown et al. 2021).

Edited Book

When citing an edited book where you are referencing the work as a whole (not
a specific chapter by a contributor), the editor(s) are listed in the same
way as authors, but with the addition of “ed.” (for one editor) or “eds.”
(for multiple editors) after their name(s).

e Bibliography Example: Miller, Robert, ed. 2018. Readings 1in
Environmental Policy. Berkeley: University of California Press.

e In-text Citation Example: (Miller 2018).

Chapter in an Edited Book

If you are citing a specific chapter within an edited collection, the entry
in the bibliography will include the chapter author, the chapter title, the
editor(s), the book title, page numbers for the chapter, and publication
details.



e Bibliography Example: Garcia, Maria. 2017. "The Impact of
Globalization." In Global Challenges and Solutions, edited by Peter
Chen, 112-135. Boston: Pearson.

e ITn—-text Citation Example: (Garcia 2017, 115).

Citing Journal Articles: Author-Date Examples

Journal articles are a common source in academic research, and their citation
in the Chicago author-date system requires specific details about the
journal, volume, and issue.

Journal Article with One Author

For a journal article, the author's last name comes first, followed by their
full name. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks. The journal
title is italicized. Include the volume number, issue number (in
parentheses), the year of publication, and the page numbers. For online
articles accessed through a DOI, the DOI should be included at the end.

e Bibliography Example: Davis, Sarah. 2022. "The Evolution of Digital
Media." Journal of Communication Studies 45 (2): 210-230.

e ITn—-text Citation Example: (Davis 2022). If quoting directly: (Davis
2022, 215).

Journal Article with Two or Three Authors

Similar to books, when a journal article has two or three authors, all are
listed in the bibliography. The first author’s name is inverted. The order of
authors remains consistent with the article's title page.

e Bibliography Example: Wilson, Thomas, and Anna Green. 2021. "Sustainable
Urban Development." Environmental Planning Review 32 (4): 55-78.

e In-text Citation Example: (Wilson and Green 2021).

Journal Article with More Than Three Authors

For journal articles with four or more authors, the bibliography entry lists
only the first author's name, followed by "et al."

e Bibliography Example: Kim, Ji-hoon, et al. 2023. "AI in Healthcare."
Medical Informatics Quarterly 15 (1): 88-105.



e In-text Citation Example: (Kim et al. 2023).

Journal Article Accessed Online (with DOI)

When citing a journal article found online, if a Digital Object Identifier
(DOI) is available, it 1is preferred over a URL. The DOI provides a stable
link to the article.

e Bibliography Example: Chen, Li. 2020. "The Future of Renewable Energy."
Energy Policy Journal 50: 150-165. doi:10.1016/73.enpol.2020.01.020.

e In—-text Citation Example: (Chen 2020).

Citing Websites and Online Sources: Author-Date
Examples

The internet has become an indispensable source of information, and the
Chicago manual provides guidelines for citing websites, web pages, and online
articles.

Website with an Author

If a website has a clearly identified author (individual or organization),
treat it similarly to a book or article. Include the author's name, the title
of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the website name in
italics, and the publication date. If no publication date is available, use
"n.d." (no date).

e Bibliography Example: National Institute of Health. 2023. "Understanding
Cardiovascular Health." National Institute of Health. Accessed October
26, 2023. https://www.nih.gov/health-information/heart—-health.

e In-text Citation Example: (National Institute of Health 2023).

Website Without a Specific Author

When a website lacks a discernible author, the entry begins with the title of
the page or article. Follow this with the website name, and then the date of
publication or last update. If these are unavailable, the date of access 1is
crucial.

e Bibliography Example: "Global Climate Trends." 2022. World
Meteorological Organization. Accessed October 26, 2023.



https://public.wmo.int/en/climate-trends.

e ITn—-text Citation Example: ("Global Climate Trends" 2022).

Online Article or Blog Post

For individual articles or blog posts published online, the format is similar
to a journal article but adapted for web content. Include the author, article
title in quotes, website name in italics, and publication date. A URL is
essential.

e Bibliography Example: Roberts, Emily. 2021. "The Importance of Digital
Literacy." Tech Insights Blog. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.techinsightsblog.com/digital-literacy.

e ITn—-text Citation Example: (Roberts 2021).

Citing Other Common Sources: Author-Date
Examples

Beyond books and articles, academic research often draws from a variety of
other sources. The Chicago manual offers specific formatting for these as
well.

Newspaper Article

For newspaper articles, include the author (if known), article title in
quotation marks, newspaper title in italics, and the full date of
publication.

e Bibliography Example: Lee, David. 2023. "City Council Debates New Zoning
Laws." Chicago Tribune, October 25.

e ITn-text Citation Example: (Lee 2023).

Report from a Government Agency or Organization

Reports are often cited by the name of the issuing agency or organization,
followed by the report title and publication details. For government
documents, the issuing body is typically the author.

e Bibliography Example: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
2022. Report on National Health Trends. Washington, D.C.: Government



Printing Office.

e In-text Citation Example: (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
2022) .

Dissertation or Thesis

When citing a dissertation or thesis, include the author, the dissertation
title in italics, the degree awarded (e.g., PhD dissertation, Master's
thesis), the university, and the year of completion.

e Bibliography Example: Chang, Wei. 2020. Analysis of Urban Air Quality.
PhD dissertation, University of California, Berkeley.

e In-text Citation Example: (Chang 2020).

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

The effectiveness of the author-date system hinges on clear and consistent
in-text citations. These brief notations serve as immediate signposts for
your readers, indicating the origin of the information being presented.

Basic In-Text Citation

The most fundamental in-text citation consists of the author's last name and
the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. For example, if you are
referencing an idea from a book by Jane Doe published in 2021, your in-text
citation would be (Doe 2021). This format is used for paraphrased or
summarized information.

In-Text Citation with Direct Quotes

When you use a direct quotation from a source, you must also provide the page
number (s) where the quote can be found. The page number(s) follow the year of
publication, separated by a comma. For instance, if the quote is on page 75
of Doe's 2021 book, the citation becomes (Doe 2021, 75). If the quote spans
multiple pages, you would use a comma and hyphen, e.g., (Doe 2021, 75-76).

Citing Works by the Same Author in the Same Year

If an author has published multiple works in the same year that you are
citing, you must differentiate them. This is done by adding lowercase letters
(a, b, c, etc.) immediately after the year in both the in-text citation and



the corresponding bibliography entry. The assignment of letters is determined
by the alphabetical order of the titles in the bibliography.

e Bibliography Example: Doe, Jane. 202la. Understanding Climate Change.
New York: Penguin Books.

e Bibliography Example: Doe, Jane. 2021b. The Impact of Technology.
London: Thames & Hudson.

e In-text Citation Example: (Doe 202l1la) for the first work, and (Doe
2021b) for the second. If quoting from page 50 of the first work: (Doe
2021a, 50).

Citing Multiple Authors in an In-Text Citation

For works with two authors, both last names are included, connected by "and":
(Smith and Jones 2022). For works with three authors, all three last names
are listed: (Brown, Davis, and Garcia 2023). When citing a work with four or
more authors, only the first author's last name is given, followed by "et
al.": (Williams et al. 2020).

The Bibliography in Chicago Author-Date
Formatting

The bibliography is an indispensable part of the Chicago author-date system,
serving as the comprehensive repository of all sources cited within your
text. It allows readers to trace your research and verify your information.

Alphabetical Order

The most fundamental rule for organizing the bibliography is alphabetical
order. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a
work has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of its
title (ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the").

Consistency in Formatting

Consistency is paramount. Every entry within your bibliography must adhere to
the specific formatting rules for its source type. This includes the use of
italics for titles, quotation marks for article titles, and correct
punctuation. Mismatched formatting can lead to confusion and diminish the
professional appearance of your work.



Completeness of Information

Each bibliography entry must provide all necessary information for a reader
to locate the source. This typically includes author(s), title, publication
date, and publication details. For online sources, URLs and access dates are
crucial. The goal is to be thorough and accurate, leaving no ambiguity.

Distinguishing Works by the Same Author

When an author has multiple works cited, they are listed chronologically by
publication year. If an author has multiple works from the same year, these
are distinguished by the addition of lowercase letters (a, b, c) after the
year, as detailed in the in-text citation section. This meticulous
organization ensures that the reader can easily connect the in-text citations
to their corresponding bibliographic entries.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating citation styles can present challenges. Being aware of common
errors and adhering to best practices will ensure the accuracy and integrity
of your Chicago author-date formatted work.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent mistakes is inconsistent formatting across
citations, particularly with italics, quotation marks, and punctuation.
Always double-check that you are applying the rules uniformly for all sources
of the same type.

Missing Essential Information

Failing to include crucial details such as publication dates, page numbers
for direct quotes, or URLs for online sources can render your citations
incomplete and unhelpful to the reader. Before submitting your work, review
each entry to ensure all necessary components are present.

Incorrect Author Listing

Errors in how authors are listed—especially for works with multiple authors
or edited volumes—are common. Pay close attention to the inversion of the
first author's name and the use of "et al." for works with four or more
authors.



Over-Reliance on Online Generators

While citation generators can be helpful, they are not infallible. Always
proofread the output of any generator against the official Chicago Manual of
Style guidelines to catch potential errors. Manual verification is the most
reliable method.

Proofreading Your Bibliography

The bibliography itself requires thorough proofreading. Check for
alphabetical order accuracy, consistency in the presentation of details, and
the absence of typos. A well-formatted bibliography reflects a meticulous
attention to detail.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago
notes-bibliography and author-date systems?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are acknowledged within the
text. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources, while the author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations in
the text that refer to a full bibliography at the end of the work.

Q: When should I use the author-date system according
to the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The author-date system is often preferred in fields like the social
sciences and natural sciences where concise, in-text referencing is
beneficial for the flow of argumentation and easy source identification.

Q: How do I cite a website with no publication date
in Chicago author-date format?

A: If a website has no publication date, you use "n.d." (no date) in place of
the year in both the in-text citation and the bibliography entry. For
example, (Smith, n.d.) or Smith, John. n.d. "Article Title." Website Name.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source with an
organization as the author in Chicago author-date?

A: When an organization is the author, list the organization's full name as
the author in both the in-text citation and the bibliography entry. For
example, (World Health Organization 2023) or World Health Organization. 2023.
Report Title. City: Publisher.



Q: Can I use "et al." for two or three authors in
Chicago author-date citations?

A: No, the Chicago author-date system only uses "et al." for works with four
or more authors. For works with two or three authors, you must list all
authors' last names in both in-text citations and the bibliography entry.

Q: How are multiple works by the same author
published in the same year handled in Chicago author-
date formatting?

A: They are distinguished by adding lowercase letters (a, b, c) immediately
following the year. For instance, (Smith 2022a) and (Smith 2022b), and the
bibliography entries would also be labeled accordingly.

Q: What is the importance of the Digital Object
Identifier (DOI) when citing online journal articles?

A: The DOI is a unique alphanumeric identifier that provides a stable and
persistent link to an online article. When available, it is preferred over a
URL as it is less likely to break over time, ensuring readers can reliably
access the source.
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