chicago manual author date examples

The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone for academic and professional
writing, and understanding its nuances is crucial for producing clear,
consistent, and credible work. This guide delves into the intricacies of the
Chicago manual author-date citation style, offering comprehensive examples
for various source types. Whether you're a student, researcher, or
professional writer, mastering these Chicago manual author-date examples will
elevate your bibliography and in-text citations. We will explore the
fundamental principles of this system, providing practical demonstrations for
common sources like books, journal articles, and web pages. Additionally, we
will address more complex scenarios and discuss the importance of consistency
in applying these Chicago manual author-date examples throughout your
document.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual Author-Date
System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
notes-bibliography and author-date. The author-date system, the focus of this
article, is widely adopted in the social sciences and natural sciences. It
prioritizes brevity and clarity, allowing readers to quickly locate the full
citation in the reference list. Unlike the notes-bibliography system, which
uses footnotes or endnotes to link citations to the main text, the author-
date system relies on parenthetical in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the publication year. This method is particularly
useful for shorter works or when extensive citation is required, as it
minimizes disruption to the reader's flow.



The Purpose of the Author-Date System

The author-date system serves a dual purpose: it acknowledges the original
sources of information, thereby preventing plagiarism, and it guides readers
to the full bibliographic details of those sources. By placing the author's
name and the year of publication directly within the text, it immediately
signals where the information originated. This makes it easier for readers to
verify information, explore further research, and understand the scholarly
lineage of the presented arguments. The conciseness of this approach is a
significant advantage in fields where rapid dissemination of research is
common.

Distinguishing Author-Date from Notes-Bibliography

It is essential to differentiate the author-date system from the notes-
bibliography system, another prominent method within CMOS. In the notes-
bibliography system, all citation information is provided in footnotes or
endnotes, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the document. The
author-date system, conversely, uses brief parenthetical citations in the
text (e.g., (Smith 2020)) and a comprehensive reference list at the end,
which includes all the necessary publication details. This fundamental
difference in how sources are referenced impacts both the writing process and
the reader's experience.

Core Principles of Chicago Manual Author-Date
Citations

Adhering to the core principles of the Chicago manual author-date system
ensures consistency and accuracy in your academic work. These principles
guide the formatting of both in-text citations and the reference list,
creating a cohesive and professional presentation of your sources. The
emphasis is on providing sufficient information for identification without
overwhelming the reader.

Authorial Attribution

The primary component of an author-date citation is the attribution of the
work to its author or authors. This is typically the last name of the
individual or the organizational name. For works with multiple authors,
specific rules apply regarding how many names are included and how they are
formatted in both the in-text citation and the reference list. Accurate
authorial attribution is the bedrock of ethical scholarship.



Publication Year as a Key Identifier

The publication year is the second crucial element in the author-date system.
It helps distinguish between different works by the same author and provides
a chronological context for the research. When citing a work, always aim for
the original publication year unless you are specifically referencing a later
edition or reprint. The year is placed directly after the author's name in
the in-text citation.

The Reference List: A Comprehensive Directory

The reference list, placed at the end of your document, is an alphabetized
compilation of all sources cited within the text. Each entry in the reference
list provides complete bibliographic information, allowing readers to locate
the original works. The formatting of each entry must be precise, following
CMOS guidelines for the specific type of source. This list acts as a vital
resource for readers and a testament to the thoroughness of your research.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Manual Author-Date

In-text citations are the brief references embedded within your prose that
point readers to the full source information in the reference list. The
Chicago manual author-date examples for in-text citations are designed for
conciseness and clarity, typically including the author's last name and the
year of publication. Proper formatting here is essential for guiding your
readers seamlessly.

Basic Parenthetical Citation

The most common form of in-text citation involves placing the author's last
name and the publication year in parentheses at the end of a sentence or
clause that contains the cited information. For instance, if you are
referencing a point made by John Smith in his 2020 book, the citation would
appear as (Smith 2020).

Citing Multiple Authors

When a work has two authors, both last names are typically included in the
citation, separated by "and." For example: (Jones and Miller 2018). If a work
has three or more authors, the Chicago manual author-date system generally
requires listing only the first author's last name followed by "et al." and
the year. For example: (Davis et al. 2019).



Citing Specific Pages or Sections

To direct readers to a precise location within a source, you can include a
page number or range after the publication year, separated by a comma. This
is particularly important when quoting directly or paraphrasing a specific
idea. For example: (Brown 2021, 45) or (Garcia 2017, 112-115).

Works with No Author

If a work lacks a discernible author, the citation typically uses a shortened
version of the title in place of the author's name, italicized if it's a book
or in quotation marks if it's an article or chapter, followed by the year.
For example: (The History of Chicago 2022) or ("Understanding SEO" 2023).

Reference List Formatting for Chicago Manual
Author-Date

The reference list is the backbone of your Chicago manual author-date
citations, providing the complete bibliographic data for every source you've
cited in your text. Each entry must be meticulously formatted according to
specific guidelines for different publication types. Consistency here is
paramount for academic integrity and reader convenience.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in the reference list must be arranged in alphabetical order by
the author's last name. If multiple works by the same author are cited, they
should be listed chronologically by publication year. If two or more works by
the same author were published in the same year, they are typically
distinguished by adding lowercase letters (a, b, c) to the year, both in the
in-text citation and the reference list entry.

Formatting Elements

Each reference list entry typically includes the author's name, the full
title of the work, publication information (such as city of publication,
publisher, and year for books; journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers
for articles), and other relevant details depending on the source type. The
use of italics for titles of standalone works (like books) and quotation
marks for titles of shorter works (like articles or chapters) is a key
formatting element.



Indentation and Spacing

Standard practice for Chicago manual author-date reference lists involves a
hanging indent, where the first line of each entry is flush with the left
margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This formatting aids readability,
making it easier to scan the list and locate specific entries. Double-spacing
between entries is also common for a clean, professional look.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples: Books

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of academic research, and the Chicago
manual author-date system provides clear guidelines for their inclusion in
your reference list and in-text citations. Mastering these Chicago manual
author-date examples for books will ensure your work is accurately
attributed.

Single-Author Book

For a book with a single author, the reference list entry begins with the
author's last name, followed by their first name. Then comes the full title
of the book, italicized, followed by the city of publication, publisher, and
year.

In-text example: (Adams 2019)
Reference list example: Adams, John. 2019. The Art of Research. New York:
Academic Press.

Book with Two Authors

When a book has two authors, both last names are listed in the reference
list, separated by "and."

In-text example: (Bennett and Carter 2021)
Reference list example: Bennett, Sarah, and David Carter. 2021. Digital
Marketing Strategies. London: Business Books Ltd.

Book with Three or More Authors

For books with three or more authors, list the first author's last name,
followed by their first name, then "and" followed by the full names of the
remaining authors. However, in the in-text citation, use "et al."



In-text example: (Davis et al. 2020)

Reference list example: Davis, Emily, Michael Green, Jessica Lee, and Robert
White. 2020. Advanced Statistical Methods. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Edited Book

For an edited book where you are citing the work as a whole, the editor(s)
are listed first, followed by "ed." or "eds."

In-text example: (Thompson, ed. 2018)
Reference list example: Thompson, Sarah, ed. 2018. Contemporary Literary
Theory. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

Book with an Edition Number (Other Than First)

If you are referencing a specific edition of a book, include the edition
number after the title.

In-text example: (White 2022)
Reference list example: White, Robert. 2022. A Guide to Scientific Writing.
3rd ed. New York: Science Publishing House.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples: Journal
Articles

Journal articles are common sources in academic research. The Chicago manual
author-date examples for these citations provide the necessary details for
readers to locate the specific article within a larger publication.

Article with a Single Author

The citation for a journal article typically includes the author's name, the
article title in quotation marks, the journal title italicized, the volume
number, the issue number (if applicable), and the page range, followed by the
year of publication.

In-text example: (Miller 2023)
Reference list example: Miller, David. 2023. "The Impact of Social Media on
Political Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2: 112-130.



Article with Multiple Authors

For articles with two authors, list both names. For three or more authors,
list the first author followed by "et al." in the in-text citation.

In-text example (two authors): (Garcia and Lee 2022)

Reference list example (two authors): Garcia, Maria, and Sung Lee. 2022.
"Renewable Energy Technologies: A Comparative Analysis." Energy Policy Review
10, no. 1: 55-78.

In-text example (three or more authors): (Chen et al. 2021)

Reference list example (three or more authors): Chen, Wei, Anya Sharma, and
Ben Walker. 2021. "Advancements in Artificial Intelligence." International
Journal of Computer Science 15, no. 4: 201-225.

Article with a DOI

When a digital object identifier (DOI) is available for a journal article, it
should be included in the reference list entry. This provides a persistent
link to the online version of the article.

In-text example: (Williams 2024)

Reference list example: Williams, Jane. 2024. "The Psychology of Consumer
Behavior." Journal of Marketing Research 61, no. 3: 345-362.
https://doi.org/10.1000/jmr.2024.12345.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples: Web Pages

Citing online resources like web pages requires careful attention to detail
to ensure readers can access the information. The Chicago manual author-date
examples for web pages focus on providing sufficient identifying information.

Web Page with an Author

When a web page lists a specific author, use their last name and the
publication date if available. If no date is provided, use the abbreviation
"n.d." for "no date."

In-text example: (Rodriguez 2023)

Reference list example: Rodriguez, Carlos. 2023. "Understanding Climate
Change Impacts." National Environmental Agency. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.nea.gov/climate-change.



Web Page with an Organization as Author

If an organization is responsible for the content and no individual author is
named, use the organization's name.

In-text example: (World Health Organization 2022)

Reference list example: World Health Organization. 2022. "Global Health
Statistics Overview." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.who.int/data/global-health-stats.

Web Page with No Date

For web pages where a publication date is not evident, the abbreviation
"n.d." is used.

In-text example: (Smith n.d.)

Reference list example: Smith, Jane. n.d. "Tips for Effective Time
Management." Productivity Hub. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.productivityhub.com/time-management.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples: Edited
Works and Chapters

When citing a chapter within an edited book or a contribution to a
collection, the Chicago manual author-date examples require you to credit
both the chapter author and the editor(s) of the larger work.

Chapter in an Edited Book

To cite a specific chapter in an edited book, you will need the chapter
author's name, the chapter title, the editor(s) name(s), the book title, and
the page range of the chapter.

In-text example: (Chen 2020)

Reference list example: Chen, Li. 2020. "The Evolution of Artificial
Intelligence." In Frontiers in Technology, edited by David Miller and Sarah
Thompson, 45-78. New York: Future Publications.

Contribution to a Collection of Essays

Similar to a chapter, citing a specific essay or contribution requires
detailing the author of that piece, its title, the collection's title, the



editor(s), and the relevant page numbers.

In-text example: (Gonzales 2022)

Reference list example: Gonzales, Maria. 2022. "Cultural Adaptations in
Global Markets." In Essays on International Business, edited by Robert Davis
and Emily White, 110-135. London: Global Business Press.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples:
Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses represent original research and are cited according
to specific guidelines in the Chicago manual author-date system to
acknowledge their scholarly contribution.

Dissertation or Thesis from a University Database

When citing a dissertation or thesis found in a university database, you will
include the author's name, the title of the work, the degree sought (e.g.,
PhD dissertation, Master's thesis), the university, and the year.

In-text example: (Patel 2021)
Reference list example: Patel, Rohan. 2021. "The Impact of Urban Green Spaces
on Public Health." PhD dissertation, University of Metropolis.

Dissertation or Thesis Available Online

If a dissertation or thesis is available online through a repository like
ProQuest, include the access information.

In-text example: (Kim 2019)

Reference list example: Kim, Ji-Young. 2019. "Korean Modern Literature and
National Identity." PhD dissertation, Seoul National University. ProQuest
Dissertations & Theses Global.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples: Government
Documents and Reports

Government documents and reports are crucial sources for many research
projects. The Chicago manual author-date system provides specific formatting
for these types of materials.



Government Report by an Agency

When citing a report issued by a government agency, the agency name often
serves as the author. Include the title of the report, publication details,
and the year.

In-text example: (Environmental Protection Agency 2023)
Reference list example: Environmental Protection Agency. 2023. Annual Report
on Air Quality Standards. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.

Congressional Hearing

Congressional hearings are identified by their title, the congressional body,
and the Congress and session number, along with the year.

In-text example: (United States, Congress, House Committee on Energy and
Commerce 2022)

Reference list example: United States. Congress. House Committee on Energy
and Commerce. 2022. Hearing on Renewable Energy Policy. 117th Cong., 2nd
sess.

Chicago Manual Author-Date Examples: Multimedia
Sources

In today's research landscape, multimedia sources such as films, podcasts,
and interviews are increasingly common. The Chicago manual author-date system
offers guidance for citing these formats.

Film or Television Program

For a film or television program, include the title, director, production
company, and year.

In-text example: (The Great Gatsby 2013)

Reference list example: The Great Gatsby. Directed by Baz Luhrmann. Warner
Bros. Pictures, 2013.

Podcast Episode

When citing a podcast episode, provide the episode title, the podcast name,
the host(s), and the date of release.



In-text example: (NPR Planet Money 2023)
Reference list example: NPR Planet Money. 2023. "The Algorithm That Runs the
World." Hosted by Jacob Smith and Amanda Knox. Podcast, March 15, 2023.

Interview

For interviews, cite the interviewee, the interviewer (if known), the date of
the interview, and where it was conducted or accessed.

In-text example: (Johnson, personal interview)
Reference list example: Johnson, Eleanor. Personal interview. October 20,
2023.

Best Practices for Using Chicago Manual Author-
Date Examples

Applying Chicago manual author-date examples effectively goes beyond simply
following the rules; it involves understanding the underlying principles and
adopting best practices to ensure clarity, consistency, and academic
integrity in your writing. Diligent application of these guidelines will
enhance the credibility and readability of your research.

Consistency is Key

The most critical aspect of using any citation style is maintaining
consistency. Once you choose the author-date system, apply it uniformly
throughout your entire document, from in-text citations to the reference
list. Inconsistencies can confuse readers and detract from the
professionalism of your work. Always refer back to the Chicago Manual of
Style for any specific queries.

Verify Source Information Meticulously

Accuracy in citation begins with accurate source information. Double-check
author names, publication dates, titles, page numbers, and URLs. Errors in
these details can make it difficult, if not impossible, for readers to locate
the original sources. Take the time to verify every piece of bibliographic
data.



Use a Citation Management Tool (Optional but
Recommended)

For projects involving a large number of sources, consider using citation
management software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote. These tools can help
you organize your research, generate bibliographies automatically, and ensure
consistent formatting according to CMOS guidelines, reducing the likelihood
of errors.

Consult the Latest Edition of CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated. Always refer to the
latest edition of the manual for the most current guidelines and any
revisions to citation practices. This ensures your work adheres to the most
up-to-date scholarly standards.

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
author-date and notes-bibliography systems?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. The author-
date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the text (author, year) and
a reference list at the end. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or
endnotes for all citation information and a bibliography at the end.

Q: How do I cite a source where the author's name is
unknown in the Chicago author-date style?

A: If a source has no discernible author, you typically use a shortened
version of the title in place of the author's name in both the in-text
citation and the reference list entry. For books, the title is italicized;
for articles or chapters, it's in quotation marks.

Q: What does "et al." mean in Chicago author-date
citations?

A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In Chicago author-
date style, it is used in in-text citations when a work has three or more
authors. It signifies that the full list of authors is provided in the
reference list entry.



Q: How should I format the publication year in
Chicago author-date citations when multiple works by
the same author were published in the same year?

A: If an author has published multiple works in the same year, you append
lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year. For example, (Smith 2020a) for
the first work and (Smith 2020b) for the second. This distinction must be
reflected in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry.

Q: Is the DOI always required for online journal
articles in Chicago author-date citations?

A: While not strictly mandatory for all online journal articles, including
the DOI is highly recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style when available.
It provides a stable and permanent link to the article, making it easier for
readers to access.

Q: How do I cite a personal interview using the
Chicago author-date system?

A: Personal interviews are typically cited as "Author, personal interview" in
the text, and in the reference list, you provide the interviewee's name, the
designation "personal interview," and the date of the interview. Specific
access details are generally not included unless the interview was recorded
and made publicly available.

Q: What is a "hanging indent," and why is it
important for Chicago author-date reference lists?

A: A hanging indent means that the first line of each reference list entry is
flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are indented. This
formatting makes it easier for readers to scan the list and quickly identify
the beginning of each entry.
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