chicago manual author date example
footnotes

Understanding Chicago Manual Author-Date and
Footnote Citation Styles

chicago manual author date example footnotes are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to
locate sources. Navigating citation styles can be complex, but understanding
the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) author-date system and its
relationship with footnotes is key. This article delves deep into the author-
date format, providing clear examples of how to implement it for various
source types, and explains how footnotes function within this system,
particularly for direct quotations and additional commentary. We will explore
the core principles of both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems,
highlighting their differences and when each is most appropriate.
Furthermore, we will dissect the components of a typical author-date
citation, including in-text citations and their corresponding bibliography
entries, and demonstrate how these elements work in tandem with concise
footnote references. Mastering these citation practices is essential for
scholarly integrity and effective communication, preventing plagiarism and
enhancing the credibility of your work.
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The Chicago Manual of Style: Author-Date vs.
Notes—-Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While both aim for
clarity and accuracy 1in source attribution, they employ distinct methods for
referencing. The notes-bibliography system primarily uses footnotes or



endnotes for citations, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
work. In contrast, the author-date system relies on brief in-text citations,
typically including the author's last name and year of publication, linked to
a full reference list at the end. Understanding the fundamental differences
is the first step to correctly applying the author-date system and knowing
when footnotes might still be necessary for supplementary information.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the discipline or the
specific publication's requirements. Sciences and social sciences often favor
the author-date system due to its conciseness, especially in fields with a
high volume of citations. Humanities, on the other hand, frequently opt for
the notes-bibliography system, which allows for more extensive explanatory
notes alongside the source information. Regardless of the chosen system, the
goal remains consistent: to provide readers with the information they need to
find and verify your sources accurately.

Mastering the Chicago Author-Date In-Text
Citation

The core of the Chicago author-date system is the in-text citation. This
brief reference, placed directly within the text, points the reader to the
full bibliographic entry. The standard format for an in-text citation is the
author's last name followed by the publication year, enclosed in parentheses.
For instance, if you are referencing a work by John Smith published in 2020,
the citation would appear as (Smith 2020).

When quoting directly or referencing a specific page, the page number is
appended after the year, separated by a comma. This provides a precise
location for the reader to find the cited material. For example, a direct
quote from page 45 of Smith's 2020 book would be cited as (Smith 2020, 45).

Several variations exist to ensure clarity and smooth integration into the
prose. If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year of
publication needs to be enclosed in parentheses. So, if you write, "According
to Smith, the research was groundbreaking (2020)," the citation is complete.
When there are two authors, both last names are included, separated by "and"
(e.g., Smith and Jones 2021, 112). For three or more authors, only the first
author's last name is used, followed by "et al." and the year (e.g., Smith et
al. 2022, 78).

Handling Multiple Works by the Same Author in the
Same Year

A common challenge arises when an author publishes multiple works in the same
year. To differentiate these sources in author-date citations, Chicago Manual
of Style assigns lowercase letters to the publication years in both the in-
text citations and the bibliography. For example, if Smith published two
books in 2020, one might be cited as (Smith 2020a, 67) and the other as
(Smith 2020b, 15). The bibliography entries would then correspond: Smith,
John. 2020a. Title of Book A. Publisher. and Smith, John. 2020b. Title of
Book B. Publisher.



Citing Corporate Authors and Unknown Authors

When a work is attributed to a corporate author, such as an organization or
government agency, the name of the corporation is used in place of the
individual author's name in the in-text citation (e.g., World Health
Organization 2019, 34). If a work has no author listed, the title of the work
(or a shortened version if the title is long) is used in place of the
author's name in the in-text citation. However, the title should be
italicized if it's a standalone work like a book or journal, and enclosed in
quotation marks if it's part of a larger work, like an article (e.g.,
Encyclopedia of American History 2018, 105; "The Future of AI" 2023, 8). The
corresponding bibliography entries would reflect these titling conventions.

The Corresponding Reference List in Chicago
Author-Date

The in-text citations in the author-date system are directly linked to a
comprehensive reference list (sometimes called a works cited list or
bibliography) that appears at the end of the paper. This list provides full
bibliographic details for every source cited in the text, allowing readers to
locate them easily. The reference list is alphabetized by the author's last
name (or by title if no author is listed).

Each entry in the reference list includes essential information such as the
author's name, publication year, title of the work, and publication details
(publisher, journal name, volume, issue, page numbers, DOI, or URL, depending
on the source type). The formatting of each entry adheres to specific rules
depending on whether the source is a book, Jjournal article, website, or other
medium. Consistency is paramount, and Chicago Manual of Style provides
detailed guidelines for each source type.

e Books: Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of
Publication: Publisher.

e Journal Articles: Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue: Page Numbers. DOI or URL.

e Websites: Author's Last Name, First Name (if available). Year of
Publication/Last Update. "Title of Page." Name of Website. Accessed
Date. URL.

For example, a book entry might look like: Smith, John. 2020. The History of
Citation. New York: Academic Press. A journal article entry would be: Doe,
Jane. 2021. "The Impact of Digital Media on Research." Journal of Scholarly
Communication 15, no. 2: 45-62.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.1234567.



Integrating Chicago Author-Date with Footnote
Examples

While the author-date system primarily relies on in-text citations and a
reference list, footnotes still serve a valuable purpose within this
framework. Footnotes in the author-date system are typically used for one of
two reasons: to provide additional commentary or explanations that would
interrupt the flow of the main text, or to cite sources that are not meant to
be included in the main reference list, such as archival materials or
personal communications. Importantly, when a footnote does cite a source that
appears in the reference list, it often uses a shortened citation format, or
in some cases, Jjust the author's last name and page number if the full
bibliographic information is in the reference list.

However, a common point of confusion arises when writers mistakenly believe
that footnotes in the author-date system should replicate the full
bibliographic information. In Chicago author-date, a footnote reference to a
source that is also in the bibliography generally follows a pattern: Author's
Last Name, Shortened Title (if necessary), Page Number. For example, if you
cited Smith's The History of Citation in your text, a footnote referencing
page 75 might read: Smith, History of Citation, 75. This is distinct from the
notes-bibliography system where the first footnote citation for a source is
often longer and includes more bibliographic detail.

When a footnote contains original commentary or supplemental information, it
is simply presented as a block of text within the footnote itself. For
instance, a footnote could contain a brief discussion of a related theory
without cluttering the main argument, followed by an in-text citation to a
source supporting that theory, or a footnote could contain the full
bibliographic details of a source that does not fit neatly into the author-
date reference list, such as a personal interview. The key is to use
footnotes judiciously to enhance, rather than duplicate, the information
provided by the author-date in-text citations and the reference list.

Distinguishing Footnote Usage in Author-Date vs.
Notes-Bibliography

It is crucial to differentiate how footnotes are used in the author-date
system versus the notes-bibliography system. In the notes-bibliography
system, footnotes are the primary method of citation. The first time a source
is cited in a footnote, it usually contains a relatively complete
bibliographic citation. Subsequent citations to the same source in footnotes
become shortened. Conversely, in the author-date system, the in-text citation
is primary, and the reference list is comprehensive. Footnotes are
supplemental. When a source 1is cited in a footnote in the author-date system,
and that source is also in the reference list, the footnote citation is
typically brief, serving as a pointer back to the full entry. If the footnote
contains original prose, it is presented as such, independent of any source
citation requirements.



Examples of Footnotes Used in Chicago Author-Date

To illustrate the integration of footnotes with the author-date system,
consider these scenarios:

e Footnote for Additional Commentary:

This point is further elaborated in contemporary scholarship on digital
humanities.’

' The notion of "digital turn" in humanities research has been
extensively debated, with scholars exploring its implications for
methodology and theoretical frameworks.

e Footnote for a Cited Source (Shortened Form) :

The concept of "knowledge graph" has gained significant traction.’

2

Smith, History of Citation, 102.

e Footnote for a Source Not in Reference List (e.g., Personal
Communication) :

. . . . . . 3
This insight was shared during a recent discussion.

° Interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, May 15, 2023.

These examples demonstrate how footnotes can enhance a Chicago author-date
paper by providing supplementary information or citing sources that don't fit
the standard author-date referencing scheme, while still maintaining the core
author-date structure for most academic sources.

Common Chicago Manual Author-Date Example
Footnotes Scenarios

Understanding the practical application of the Chicago author-date system,
especially concerning footnotes, requires looking at common scenarios.
Whether you're citing a book, an article, or a website, the principles remain
consistent, but the execution can vary slightly.

Citing Books in Author-Date with Footnote
Considerations

When citing a book using the author-date system, the in-text citation is
typically (Author Year, Page). For example, (Smith 2020, 45). The
corresponding bibliography entry would be detailed: Smith, John. 2020. The
History of Citation. New York: Academic Press. If you need to add a footnote
with further commentary related to this citation, it would appear as a



separate block of text. If the footnote itself needs to refer back to Smith's
book, and it's a source already in the bibliography, a shortened footnote
format is used: Smith, History of Citation, 52. This maintains clarity and
avoids redundancy.

Citing Journal Articles in Author-Date with Footnote
Considerations

For journal articles, the in-text citation follows the pattern (Author Year,
Page) . For instance, (Doe 2021, 50). The bibliography entry would be: Doe,
Jane. 2021. "The Impact of Digital Media on Research." Journal of Scholarly
Communication 15, no. 2: 45-62.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.1234567. If a footnote is used for
additional discussion related to this article, the footnote text is presented
first. If the footnote must also cite the article, it would use a shortened
form, assuming the article is in the reference list: Doe, "Impact of Digital
Media, " 55.

Citing Online Sources in Author-Date with Footnote
Considerations

Citing online sources in the author-date system can be more variable due to
the nature of web content. The in-text citation often includes the author (if
available) and the year, and sometimes a paragraph number if page numbers are
absent: (Blog Author 2023, par. 5). The reference list entry would include
the website name, publication date (or access date if no publication date),
title, and URL. For example: Blog Author. 2023. "Understanding Citation
Styles." WebWriting Blog. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.webwritingblog.com/citation-styles. If a footnote is employed for
supplementary material, and it also needs to reference this online source, a
shortened citation like (Blog Author, "Citation Styles") might be used, or if
the source is unique and not in the main bibliography, the full details might
be presented within the footnote itself.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual Author-Date
Example Footnotes

To ensure your Chicago author-date citations, including any use of footnotes,
are effective and adhere to the Manual's guidelines, several best practices
should be followed. Precision in your citations is paramount; a reader should
be able to locate your source with ease. This means meticulously checking
author names, publication years, and page numbers against your original
sources.

When incorporating footnotes, use them purposefully. Reserve them for genuine
amplification of your argument or for sources that require special attention,
rather than for simply restating information already covered by your in-text
citations. Always ensure that your footnote citations, when referencing
sources also present in your bibliography, are in the correct shortened



format. This distinction between the author-date system's primary referencing
tools and the supplementary role of footnotes is key to proper
implementation.

Consistency is another critical element. Whatever format you choose for your
in-text citations and bibliography, maintain it throughout your document. If
you use shortened titles in your footnotes, ensure you are consistent in
applying this rule. Furthermore, regularly consult the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style, as guidelines can be updated. A thorough
understanding of the principles behind both the author-date system and the
judicious use of footnotes will significantly enhance the professionalism and
credibility of your written work.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Manual
Author-Date Example Footnotes

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
author-date and notes-bibliography styles for citing
sources?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The author-date system uses brief in-text citations (Author Year, Page) that
link to a full reference list at the end. The notes-bibliography system
primarily uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a comprehensive
bibliography at the end.

Q: Can I use footnotes for direct quotations if I am
using the Chicago author-date system?

A: While the author-date system prefers in-text citations for direct
quotations, you can use a footnote for a direct quotation if it is
accompanied by significant additional commentary or explanation that would
disrupt the flow of your main text. The footnote would then typically include
the shortened citation for the source.

Q: How do I format a footnote that refers to a source
already listed in my author-date reference list?

A: For sources already in your reference list, the footnote uses a shortened
format, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the
work (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author),
and the specific page number. For example: Smith, History of Citation, 75.

Q: What if I need to include explanatory text in a
footnote alongside a citation in the author-date
system?

A: You can do this. Begin the footnote with your explanatory text, and then,
if necessary, include the shortened citation to the source at the end of your



commentary or wherever it is most logically placed within the footnote.

Q: Is it ever acceptable to include full
bibliographic details in a footnote when using the
author-date system?

A: Generally, no, not if the source is also listed in your reference list.
Full bibliographic details are reserved for the reference list. Footnotes in
the author-date system are intended to be brief pointers or to house
information not suited for the reference list. However, for sources that do
not fit the author-date structure (like personal interviews), full details
might be included in a footnote.

Q: How do I cite multiple works by the same author
and year in footnotes within the author-date system?

A: If you have multiple works by the same author in the same year, you would
have designated them with letters (e.g., Smith 2020a, Smith 2020b) in your
in-text citations and reference list. In a footnote, you would continue this
convention: Smith, Book A, 2020a, 45.

Q: What is the purpose of the reference list in the
Chicago author-date system?

A: The reference list (or works cited) provides complete publication details
for every source cited in the text. It allows readers to easily identify,
locate, and verify the sources you have used.

Q: When should I consider using the notes-
bibliography system instead of the author-date
system?

A: The notes-bibliography system is often preferred in fields like history
and literature, where extensive commentary or the inclusion of multiple
editions of a text might be common. It also allows for more flexibility in
lengthy explanatory notes without disrupting the main text.

Q: How does Chicago Manual of Style handle citing
websites in the author-date system, and how does this
affect footnotes?

A: For websites, the in-text citation typically includes the author (if
known) and year, or the title if no author is available. The reference list
includes the website name, title of the specific page, access date, and URL.
Footnotes would follow similar shortened citation principles if referencing a
website already in the reference list.



Q: What is the role of page numbers in Chicago
author—-date in-text citations and footnotes?

A: Page numbers are crucial for direct quotations and specific references in
author-date in-text citations. They are also included in shortened footnote
citations to pinpoint the exact location of the cited material within the
source.
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