
chicago manual author date citation
examples
chicago manual author date citation examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication in scholarly writing. Understanding how to properly implement the Author-Date
system, as outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style, ensures that your sources are credited
accurately and that your readers can easily locate them. This system offers a distinct alternative to
the Notes-Bibliography style, providing a more streamlined approach for certain disciplines. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of Chicago author-date citations, covering essential
elements like in-text citations, the reference list, and specific examples for various source types,
empowering you to cite with confidence and precision.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date. The Author-Date system, as its name suggests, relies on placing the author's last name
and the publication year directly within the text, usually in parentheses. This method is favored in
fields such as the social sciences and natural sciences, where rapid referencing and ease of checking
sources are paramount. Unlike the Notes-Bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes to
provide source information, the Author-Date system integrates it directly into the narrative,
minimizing disruption to the reader's flow. This system requires a corresponding Reference List at
the end of the work that provides full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text.

The core principle of the Author-Date system is to provide readers with immediate access to source
information. When a reader encounters an in-text citation, they can instantly see who is being
credited and when the information was published. This allows for a quick assessment of the source's
recency and credibility. Furthermore, it streamlines the process of verification, as the reader can
then turn to the Reference List to find the complete bibliographic data. This direct link between the
text and the source list is the hallmark of this citation style and contributes to its efficiency in
academic writing.



Key Components of Author-Date Citations

Effectively utilizing the Chicago Author-Date system hinges on understanding its two fundamental
components: the in-text citation and the reference list. These two elements work in tandem to
provide a complete and accurate accounting of your sources.

In-Text Citations (Parenthetical Citations)

In-text citations are the brief notations placed directly within your text to indicate the source of
information. They typically consist of the author's last name and the year of publication. Page
numbers are often included when quoting directly or paraphrasing specific ideas. The placement of
these citations is flexible but generally occurs at the end of a sentence or clause where the borrowed
material concludes.

The structure of an in-text citation is usually (Author Last Name Year). For example, if you are citing
a work by John Smith published in 2022, the citation would appear as (Smith 2022). When you are
quoting directly, you must also include the page number, like so: (Smith 2022, 45). If the author's
name is already mentioned in the sentence, you may omit it from the parenthetical citation,
including only the year: Smith (2022) argues that...

The Reference List

The Reference List is an alphabetical compilation of all the sources cited in your paper. It appears at
the end of your document and provides full bibliographic information for each source, allowing your
readers to retrieve and consult the original works. The order of entries is determined by the author's
last name. If multiple works by the same author are cited, they are listed chronologically by
publication year.

Each entry in the Reference List corresponds directly to an in-text citation. The level of detail
provided in each entry varies depending on the source type but generally includes the author's
name, publication year, title, and publication information such as publisher or journal details. The
goal is to offer enough information for identification and retrieval without unnecessary elaboration.
Consistency in formatting within the Reference List is paramount.

Creating In-Text Citations (Parenthetical Citations)

Mastering the construction of in-text citations is fundamental to adhering to the Chicago Author-
Date style. These concise notations serve as immediate signposts, guiding your reader to the origin
of your information.



Basic In-Text Citation Format

The most common form of an in-text citation includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. This basic format is used when you are referring to general ideas or information from a
source.

The general format is (Author Last Name Year). For instance, if you are referencing a concept
discussed in a book by Jane Doe published in 2023, your in-text citation would be (Doe 2023). This
immediately tells the reader that the information originates from a work by Doe from that specific
year.

Citing Direct Quotations

When you use the exact words of an author, you must enclose the borrowed text in quotation marks
and include the page number(s) from which the quotation was taken. This is crucial for
acknowledging direct borrowing and allowing readers to locate the precise passage.

The format for a direct quotation is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For example, if you are
quoting a sentence on page 78 of Doe's 2023 book, the citation would be (Doe 2023, 78). If the
quotation spans multiple pages, you would use pp. followed by the page range: (Doe 2023, 78–80).

Citing Paraphrased or Summarized Information

Even when you are not quoting directly, but rather paraphrasing or summarizing an author's ideas,
you still need to provide an in-text citation. This acknowledges the original source of the ideas, even
if the wording is your own.

The format for paraphrased or summarized information is the same as the basic in-text citation:
(Author Last Name Year). For example, if you are discussing a theory presented by Doe in her 2023
book, you would cite it as (Doe 2023). While page numbers are not strictly required for paraphrases,
including them can sometimes enhance clarity, especially if the idea is presented concisely on a
specific page: (Doe 2023, 112–115).

Citing Multiple Authors

The way you cite multiple authors depends on the number of authors.

Two authors: List both authors' last names connected by "and": (Author1 Last Name and
Author2 Last Name Year).

Three or more authors: List the first author's last name followed by "et al." and the year:
(First Author Last Name et al. Year).



For example, a work by Emily Carter and David Lee published in 2021 would be cited as (Carter and
Lee 2021). A work by Michael Brown, Sarah Green, and Robert White from 2020 would be cited as
(Brown et al. 2020).

Citing Works with No Author

When a work has no identifiable author, you generally use the title of the work (or a shortened
version if the title is long) in place of the author's name. Italicize the title if it is a standalone work
like a book or report, or put it in quotation marks if it is a shorter work like an article or chapter.

For a book titled "The Future of Food" published in 2024, the citation might be ("Future of Food"
2024). If it's an article titled "Sustainable Farming Practices" in a journal, it might be ("Sustainable
Farming Practices" 2024). The specific formatting for titles in in-text citations can vary slightly, but
the principle is to identify the work clearly.

Crafting the Reference List

The Reference List is the comprehensive bibliography that accompanies your in-text citations. It is
the backbone of your research, allowing readers to trace your sources and explore them further.
Each entry must be meticulously formatted according to Chicago style guidelines.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in the Reference List must be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, alphabetize it by the first significant word of its title (ignoring articles like "a,"
"an," and "the").

For instance, if you have cited works by Adams, Baker, and Charles, the order would be Adams,
followed by Baker, and then Charles. If you also cited a work by "The Council of Elders," it would be
alphabetized under 'C' as "Council of Elders."

Formatting for Different Source Types

The specific format of each entry in the Reference List varies significantly based on the type of
source being cited. This includes books, journal articles, websites, and more. Precision in these
details is vital for clarity and for adhering to academic standards.

This section will explore common source types in detail to provide practical examples. The consistent
application of these formats ensures that your Reference List is not only accurate but also
professional and easy to navigate.



Common Source Types with Chicago Author-Date
Examples

To effectively implement the Chicago Author-Date citation style, it is essential to understand the
specific formatting requirements for various types of sources. Here, we provide detailed examples
for frequently encountered resources.

Books

Citing books in the Author-Date system requires the author's last name, year of publication, title of
the book, and publisher.

Single Author: Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Two or More Authors: Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Year. Title of
Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Edited Book: Last Name, First Name, ed. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Example for a single author:

Smith, John. 2022. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Example for a book with two authors:

Adams, Emily, and David Lee. 2021. Advanced Research Methods. New York: Oxford University
Press.

Example for an edited book:

Davis, Sarah, ed. 2023. Global Perspectives on History. London: Routledge.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves providing the author(s), year, article title, journal title, volume and
issue numbers, and page numbers.

Single Author: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume
(Issue): Page numbers.

DOI or URL: If available, include the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or a stable URL.



Example for a journal article:

Garcia, Maria. 2020. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban Ecosystems." Environmental Science
Journal 45 (3): 112–135. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2020.1234567.

If a DOI is not available, a URL may be used:

Garcia, Maria. 2020. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban Ecosystems." Environmental Science
Journal 45 (3): 112–135. www.environmentalsciencejournal.com/article/12345.

Websites and Web Pages

Citing online sources requires careful attention to available information, including author (if any),
publication date, title of the page, website name, and URL.

With Author: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Last
modified Date (if available). URL.

Without Author: Title of Web Page. Year. Name of Website. Last modified Date (if available).
URL.

Example for a web page with an author:

Chen, Wei. 2023. "Understanding AI Ethics." Tech Insights. Last modified October 15, 2023.
www.techinsights.com/ai-ethics-guide.

Example for a web page without an author:

National Park Service. 2024. "Yellowstone History." National Park Service. Accessed April 10, 2024.
www.nps.gov/yell/learn/historyculture/index.htm.

Other Common Sources

Beyond books and articles, many other types of sources may be used in academic writing. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for each.

Newspaper Articles: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Newspaper Title, Month
Day. Page numbers.

Magazine Articles: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Magazine Title, Month
Day. Page numbers.

Dissertations and Theses: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." (PhD
dissertation or Master's thesis). University Name.



Example for a newspaper article:

Rodriguez, Carlos. 2024. "Local Government Approves New Park Initiative." The City Chronicle,
April 12. A3.

Example for a magazine article:

Patel, Priya. 2023. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Science Today, December. 45–52.

Example for a dissertation:

Kim, Ji-hoon. 2021. "Neuroplasticity and Learning in Adults." (PhD dissertation). Stanford University.

The meticulous application of Chicago author-date citation examples is not merely a matter of
following rules; it is a fundamental practice that underpins academic honesty and scholarly
discourse. By accurately attributing sources and providing clear pathways for readers to consult
those sources, you not only avoid plagiarism but also contribute to the collective knowledge within
your field. Mastering these citation principles will elevate the credibility and professionalism of your
academic work.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Author-
Date Citations

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago Author-
Date and Notes-Bibliography styles?
A: The primary difference lies in how source information is presented. Chicago Author-Date uses
parenthetical citations within the text (Author Year) and a corresponding Reference List. Notes-
Bibliography uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a separate Bibliography at the end.

Q: When is the Chicago Author-Date style most commonly
used?
A: The Chicago Author-Date style is typically favored in the social sciences and natural sciences,
where a quick and direct method of referencing sources is beneficial for readers and researchers.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in all Author-Date in-
text citations?
A: Page numbers are mandatory for direct quotations and highly recommended for paraphrases or
summaries when a specific idea is confined to a particular page or section of a source. For general
references to a work, only the author and year are typically needed.



Q: How do I cite a source with multiple editions using the
Author-Date style?
A: If citing a specific edition other than the first, you would generally note the edition number in
your Reference List entry. For example, for a book: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of
Book. Edition Number. City of Publication: Publisher. The in-text citation remains the same (Author
Year).

Q: What should I do if a website I am citing has no publication
date?
A: If a website lacks a publication date, you should use "n.d." (for no date) in place of the year in
both your in-text citation and Reference List entry. You should also note the date you accessed the
website.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same author
in the same year?
A: If you cite multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you will append
lowercase letters to the year in both your in-text citations and your Reference List. For example,
(Smith 2023a) and (Smith 2023b). The Reference List will then order these entries alphabetically by
title if the years are identical.

Q: Does the Chicago Author-Date system require a Works
Cited page or a Bibliography?
A: The Chicago Author-Date system requires a "Reference List," which is an alphabetical compilation
of all sources cited in the text. This is distinct from a "Bibliography," which might include sources
consulted but not directly cited, and a "Works Cited" page, which is more commonly associated with
MLA style.

Q: Can I use "et al." for two authors in an in-text citation?
A: No, "et al." is only used for three or more authors. For two authors, you must list both authors'
last names connected by "and" in the in-text citation.
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