
chicago manual abstract example
dissertation abstract
chicago manual abstract example dissertation abstract is a critical component of academic research,
serving as a concise yet comprehensive summary of a dissertation's core elements. Understanding
how to craft an effective abstract, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines, is
paramount for any doctoral candidate. This article delves into the intricacies of creating such an
abstract, providing a detailed examination of its purpose, structure, content, and best practices. We
will explore the essential components that make up a strong dissertation abstract, focusing on
clarity, conciseness, and adherence to academic standards, particularly as influenced by the Chicago
Manual of Style.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Dissertation Abstract
The dissertation abstract is often the first, and sometimes the only, part of your research that many
individuals will read. Its primary purpose is to provide a brief overview of your entire dissertation,
allowing readers to quickly grasp the essence of your work without needing to delve into the full
document. This summary must be self-contained, meaning it should be understandable on its own,
without requiring the reader to consult other sections of the dissertation. It acts as a gateway to
your research, enticing potential readers, including faculty, researchers, and even future employers,
to explore your findings in greater detail.

An effective abstract summarizes the problem addressed, the methodology employed, the key
findings, and the main conclusions drawn from the research. It highlights the significance and
originality of your contribution to the field. In essence, it's a condensed version of your scholarly
journey, capturing the most vital information in a readily digestible format. This necessitates careful
thought and precise language to ensure all critical aspects are covered efficiently.

The Chicago Manual of Style and Dissertation Abstracts
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers guidelines that, while not always explicitly dedicated to
dissertation abstracts in their entirety, inform the overall presentation and formatting of academic
documents. CMOS emphasizes clarity, consistency, and adherence to established conventions in
scholarly writing. When it comes to abstracts, the manual's principles of precise language, logical
organization, and appropriate citation practices (though citations are typically absent in the abstract
itself) are highly relevant. While specific word count limits or structural requirements for abstracts



might vary by institution, the overarching commitment to scholarly rigor promoted by CMOS is
indispensable.

Universities often have their own specific formatting requirements for dissertations, which usually
align with or build upon the general principles found in style guides like CMOS. Therefore, it is
crucial for students to consult their department's or university's dissertation guidelines in
conjunction with CMOS to ensure full compliance. This dual approach guarantees that the abstract
is not only well-written but also meets all institutional expectations for academic submission.

Key Components of a Chicago Manual Abstract
Example Dissertation Abstract
A robust dissertation abstract, designed to align with academic expectations and potentially
influenced by CMOS principles, typically includes several key components. These elements work
together to provide a comprehensive yet concise overview of the research undertaken. Each part
plays a distinct role in conveying the value and scope of the dissertation.

1. Problem Statement or Research Question
The abstract should begin by clearly articulating the problem or the central research question that
your dissertation addresses. This sets the context for your study and explains why your research is
important. It should immediately inform the reader about the gap in knowledge or the issue your
work seeks to resolve or investigate. A well-defined problem statement guides the reader’s
understanding of the entire research project.

2. Objectives or Aims
Following the problem statement, outline the specific objectives or aims of your research. These are
the goals you set out to achieve with your study. They should be action-oriented and clearly linked to
the problem statement, demonstrating a direct approach to addressing the identified issue. Stating
your aims upfront provides a roadmap for the subsequent sections of the abstract.

3. Methodology
A crucial element of any abstract is the description of the methodology or approach used to conduct
the research. This section should briefly explain how you collected and analyzed your data.
Mentioning the research design, sample size (if applicable), data collection methods (e.g., surveys,
interviews, experiments), and analytical techniques provides essential credibility and allows readers
to assess the rigor of your study. Be specific enough to be informative but concise enough to fit
within abstract limitations.

4. Key Findings or Results
This is where you present the most significant outcomes of your research. Focus on the main



discoveries or patterns that emerged from your data analysis. Avoid overwhelming the reader with
too many details; instead, highlight the findings that directly answer your research question or
address your stated objectives. These findings form the core contribution of your dissertation.

5. Conclusions and Implications
Finally, the abstract should conclude with your main conclusions, drawing directly from your
findings. Elaborate briefly on the implications of your research. What do your findings mean for the
field? What are the broader contributions or potential applications of your work? This section should
underscore the significance and impact of your dissertation, leaving the reader with a clear
understanding of its value.

Structuring Your Dissertation Abstract
While the specific structure can vary slightly depending on disciplinary norms and institutional
requirements, a generally accepted framework for a dissertation abstract ensures logical flow and
comprehensive coverage. This structure mirrors the progression of the dissertation itself, from the
initial problem to the final conclusions.

Introduction of the Research Problem or Question

Statement of Research Objectives or Aims

Overview of the Methodology Employed

Summary of Key Findings or Results

Statement of Conclusions and Implications

Adhering to this logical sequence helps readers follow your argument and understand the
progression of your research. Each section builds upon the previous one, creating a coherent
narrative within the limited word count of the abstract. This organizational clarity is a hallmark of
effective academic writing.

Crafting Compelling Content for Your Abstract
Writing an effective abstract requires more than just summarizing; it demands strategic language
choices and a focus on impactful communication. Every word counts, and the ability to convey
complex ideas succinctly is a valuable skill. The aim is to engage the reader and accurately
represent the depth and breadth of your dissertation.



1. Use Precise and Active Language
Employ clear, direct, and active verbs to describe your research actions. Avoid jargon where
possible, or explain it concisely if it is essential. Precise language ensures that your meaning is
unambiguous and that readers can quickly understand the core of your research. For example,
instead of "data was collected by us," use "we collected data."

2. Be Concise and Avoid Redundancy
Every sentence in your abstract should contribute to the overall summary. Eliminate unnecessary
words, phrases, and repetitive information. Condensing your research into a limited word count
(often between 150-350 words, though this varies) forces you to be economical with your language, a
skill honed through practice and revision.

3. Highlight Your Contribution
Clearly articulate what is new or significant about your research. What unique perspective,
methodology, or findings does your dissertation offer? Emphasizing your contribution helps to
establish the importance and originality of your work within the academic landscape. This is what
sets your research apart.

4. Maintain Objectivity
An abstract should present your research objectively. While you are summarizing your findings and
conclusions, avoid overly subjective language or promotional claims. Stick to the facts and the
evidence derived from your study. This maintains the scholarly tone expected in academic writing.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Abstract Writing
Many students encounter challenges when writing their dissertation abstracts. Being aware of
common mistakes can help you steer clear of them and produce a more effective summary of your
work. These pitfalls often stem from a misunderstanding of the abstract's purpose or a lack of
attention to detail.

Including detailed background information that belongs in the introduction.

Using citations or references within the abstract itself.

Introducing new information or concepts not discussed in the main body of the dissertation.

Being too vague about the research methods or findings.

Exceeding the prescribed word count significantly.



Employing overly technical jargon without explanation.

Avoiding these common errors will significantly enhance the clarity and professionalism of your
abstract. Remember, the abstract is a standalone piece and must convey all essential information
efficiently.

Reviewing and Refining Your Abstract
The process of writing an abstract is iterative. It often requires multiple rounds of revision to
achieve the desired clarity, conciseness, and completeness. Think of it as a condensed, polished
version of your entire research project, so it deserves careful attention.

After drafting your abstract, take time to review it critically. Read it aloud to catch awkward
phrasing or grammatical errors. Ensure that it accurately reflects the content of your dissertation
and that all key components are present. It can be incredibly beneficial to have a trusted advisor,
colleague, or even a writing center professional read your abstract. They can offer valuable feedback
on clarity, conciseness, and whether it effectively communicates the essence of your research.
Multiple perspectives can highlight areas that need improvement.

The Role of the Abstract in Dissemination
Beyond its role as a required component of your dissertation, the abstract plays a vital part in the
broader dissemination of your scholarly work. It is frequently used in databases, university
repositories, and conference proposals. A well-written abstract can significantly increase the
visibility and impact of your research, encouraging others to cite your work and build upon your
findings.

When researchers search for relevant studies, they often begin by reading abstracts. A compelling
abstract that clearly communicates the value and scope of your dissertation can draw them into your
full work. Therefore, investing time and effort into crafting an exceptional abstract is an investment
in the future reach and influence of your academic contributions. It is the first impression many will
have of your scholarly endeavors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a dissertation abstract?
A: The primary purpose of a dissertation abstract is to provide a concise, self-contained summary of
the entire dissertation. It should inform potential readers about the research problem, methodology,
key findings, and conclusions, allowing them to quickly assess the relevance and importance of the
work without reading the full document.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style provide a specific word
count for dissertation abstracts?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) does not typically prescribe a specific word count for
dissertation abstracts. However, it emphasizes clarity and conciseness. Individual universities and



departments usually set their own word count limits, often ranging from 150 to 350 words.

Q: Should I include citations or references in my dissertation
abstract?
A: Generally, dissertation abstracts should not include citations or references. The abstract is meant
to be a summary of your own work, and any foundational work referenced would typically be found
within the main body of the dissertation.

Q: How important is it to highlight the originality of my
research in the abstract?
A: It is very important to highlight the originality and contribution of your research in the abstract.
This helps to convey the significance of your work and why it matters to the academic community.
Clearly stating what is new about your study is crucial for attracting readers.

Q: What are the essential elements that must be present in a
good dissertation abstract?
A: The essential elements typically include: the research problem or question, the research
objectives or aims, the methodology used, the key findings or results, and the conclusions or
implications of the research.

Q: How can I ensure my abstract is clear and easy to
understand?
A: To ensure clarity, use precise and active language, avoid jargon or explain it concisely, be direct
in your statements, and structure your abstract logically. Reading it aloud can also help identify
areas that might be confusing to others.

Q: What is the typical order of components within a
dissertation abstract?
A: A common and effective order is to begin with the problem statement or research question,
followed by objectives, methodology, findings, and finally, conclusions and implications. This
progression mirrors the structure of the dissertation itself.

Q: How much detail should I provide about my methodology in
the abstract?
A: You should provide a brief overview of your methodology, including the research design, data
collection methods, and analytical techniques. The goal is to give the reader confidence in the rigor
of your research without overwhelming them with technical specifics.
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