
chicago manual 17th edition examples

Chicago Manual 17th Edition Examples: A
Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual 17th edition examples are crucial for anyone navigating the complexities of academic and
professional writing, particularly when adhering to rigorous citation and stylistic standards. This esteemed
guide, now in its seventeenth edition, offers definitive instructions on a vast array of topics, from
manuscript preparation and grammar to the intricate details of note and bibliography formatting.
Understanding these examples is key to producing clear, consistent, and professional documents. This article
will delve into the practical application of the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, by providing
numerous illustrative examples for common citation scenarios, punctuation, and stylistic choices, ensuring
writers can confidently implement its guidelines.
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Understanding the Core Principles of the Chicago Manual of
Style, 17th Edition

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), 17th edition, serves as a comprehensive style guide for writers,
editors, and publishers, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. Its core principles emphasize
clarity, consistency, and accuracy in written communication. Unlike some other style guides that mandate a
single approach, CMOS offers two distinct systems for in-text citation: the notes and bibliography system
and the author-date system. The choice between these often depends on the discipline or the publisher's
preference. Both systems, however, aim to provide readers with sufficient information to locate the
original source of information efficiently.

This edition builds upon decades of tradition, refining its guidance to reflect contemporary publishing
practices and technological advancements. Key areas of focus include the nuances of digital media citation,



the proper use of punctuation to enhance readability, and guidelines for manuscript preparation that ensure
a professional presentation. Understanding the underlying logic behind CMOS rules, rather than just
memorizing them, empowers writers to adapt the guidelines to unique situations and maintain a cohesive
stylistic voice throughout their work.

Footnote and Endnote Citation Examples (Notes and Bibliography
System)

The notes and bibliography system, favored in many humanities disciplines, uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources. Each note typically provides a shortened citation, with a corresponding full
bibliographic entry appearing at the end of the work. This system allows for detailed explanatory notes that
can interrupt the flow of the main text less than embedded citations.

Book Citation Examples in Notes and Bibliography
When citing a book for the first time in a note, you provide a relatively detailed citation. Subsequent
citations of the same source use a shortened form.

First Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Book:
1. Eleanor Vance, The Art of Illustration (New York: Penguin Books, 2018), 45.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation for the Same Book:
2. Vance, Illustration, 78.

Full Bibliographic Entry for the Book:

Vance, Eleanor. The Art of Illustration. New York: Penguin Books, 2018.

Journal Article Citation Examples in Notes and Bibliography
Citing journal articles requires including author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, and publication
year, along with page numbers.

First Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Journal Article:



3. David Chen, "The Evolution of Digital Photography," Journal of Modern Media Studies 35, no. 2
(2019): 112.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation for the Same Article:
4. Chen, "Digital Photography," 115.

Full Bibliographic Entry for the Journal Article:

Chen, David. "The Evolution of Digital Photography." Journal of Modern Media Studies 35, no. 2
(2019): 110–25.

Website and Webpage Citation Examples in Notes and Bibliography
Citing online sources, especially websites, can be complex due to varying information availability. CMOS
provides guidance for different types of web content.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Webpage:
5. "Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History," accessed July 15, 2023,
https://www.si.edu/museum/natural-history.

Full Bibliographic Entry for a Webpage:

"Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History." Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.si.edu/museum/natural-history.

Author-Date Citation Examples (Author-Date System)

The author-date system, commonly used in the sciences and some social sciences, places the author's last
name and the year of publication directly within the text, usually in parentheses. This is often followed by
a reference list at the end of the document, which contains full bibliographic details for all cited sources.



Book Citation Examples in Author-Date
In-text citations in the author-date system are concise and immediately point to the source and year.

In-text Citation for a Book:

Parenthetical citation: (Vance 2018, 45).

Narrative citation: Vance's The Art of Illustration discusses the early history of the field (2018, 45).

Reference List Entry for the Book:

Vance, Eleanor. 2018. The Art of Illustration. New York: Penguin Books.

Journal Article Citation Examples in Author-Date
Journal article citations in this system are similar to book citations, focusing on author, year, and page
number if applicable.

In-text Citation for a Journal Article:

Parenthetical citation: (Chen 2019, 112).

Narrative citation: Chen's research highlights key developments in digital photography (2019, 112).

Reference List Entry for the Journal Article:

Chen, David. 2019. "The Evolution of Digital Photography." Journal of Modern Media Studies 35 (2):
110–25.

Website and Webpage Citation Examples in Author-Date
Citing web sources in the author-date system requires the author (if known), the year of publication or last
update, and the URL.

In-text Citation for a Webpage:



Parenthetical citation: (Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, n.d.).

Narrative citation: The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History provides extensive
information on its website (n.d.).

Reference List Entry for a Webpage:

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. n.d. "About Us." Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.si.edu/museum/natural-history.

Punctuation and Grammar Examples in the Chicago Manual of
Style, 17th Edition

Beyond citation, CMOS offers extensive guidance on punctuation and grammar, crucial for clarity and
precision. The 17th edition refines these rules to address contemporary language use.

Serial Comma (Oxford Comma) Examples
CMOS strongly recommends the use of the serial comma in series of three or more items. This helps
prevent ambiguity.

Example: The primary colors are red, yellow, and blue.

Ambiguous Without Serial Comma: He invited the dancers, his parents and the photographer. (This
could imply his parents are dancers.)

Clear With Serial Comma: He invited the dancers, his parents, and the photographer.

Colon Usage Examples
Colons are used to introduce lists, explanations, or quotations, often following an independent clause.

Introducing a list: The required materials are as follows: paper, pens, and binders.



Introducing an explanation: The result was clear: the experiment had failed.

Introducing a quotation: The professor stated: "Pay close attention to the details."

Apostrophe Usage Examples
Apostrophes are used to indicate possession and in contractions. They are generally not used with possessive
pronouns like its, hers, yours, or theirs.

Possession with singular nouns: the dog's bone, Sarah's car

Possession with plural nouns ending in s: the students' grades, the companies' policies

Possession with plural nouns not ending in s: the children's toys, the men's room

Contractions: it's (it is), they're (they are), you're (you are)

Possessive Pronouns: The cat cleaned its fur. (No apostrophe)

Formatting and Style Examples

The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines for manuscript formatting, including the
presentation of headings, tables, figures, and other elements to ensure a professional and consistent
appearance.

Heading Levels Examples
Clear heading structures are vital for organizing longer documents. CMOS suggests distinct formatting for
different levels of headings.

First-level heading (centered, bold, uppercase)

Second-level heading (centered, bold, title case)

Third-level heading (flush left, bold, title case)



Fourth-level heading (flush left, italic, title case)

Table and Figure Labeling Examples
Tables and figures should be clearly labeled and referenced in the text. CMOS specifies how to number and
caption these elements.

Table example:

Table 1

Demographic Data of Study Participants

Age Group
Number of Participants

18-25 50

26-35
75

Figure example:

Figure 1

Annual Revenue Growth (2019-2023)

[Insert Graph Here]

Quotation Formatting Examples
The way quotations are integrated into the text depends on their length.

Short quotations (under five lines of prose or three lines of poetry): Enclosed in quotation marks and
integrated into the running text.

As Smith argues, "the data clearly supports our hypothesis" (Smith 2020, 12).



Long quotations (block quotations): Set off from the main text, indented, and without quotation
marks.

The foundational principle of democratic governance is expressed in this excerpt:

Democracy hinges on the participation of its citizens, a principle that has been articulated and
defended throughout history.

Common Challenges and Solutions with Chicago Manual 17th
Edition Examples

Writers frequently encounter specific challenges when applying CMOS guidelines, particularly with less
common source types or intricate grammatical constructions. Understanding how the manual addresses
these areas can save considerable time and effort.

Citing Multiauthor Works
Citing works with multiple authors requires specific formatting depending on the number of authors.

Two or three authors: List all authors in the bibliography and in the notes or parenthetical citations.

Bibliography: Jones, Alan, and Barbara Chen. Advanced Research Methods. New York: Academic
Press, 2021.

Note: Jones and Chen, Research Methods, 34.

Author-Date: (Jones and Chen 2021, 34).

Four or more authors: List only the first author followed by "et al." in both notes/parenthetical
citations and the bibliography.

Bibliography: Garcia, Maria, et al. Global Environmental Issues. London: Earth Publications, 2022.

Note: Garcia et al., Environmental Issues, 101.



Author-Date: (Garcia et al. 2022, 101).

Handling Unpublished Material
Unpublished works, such as dissertations, theses, or personal correspondence, have specific citation
requirements.

Unpublished Dissertation Example (Notes and Bibliography):
6. Anya Sharma, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse" (PhD diss., University of Chicago,
2023), 78.

Bibliography: Sharma, Anya. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." PhD diss.,
University of Chicago, 2023.

Personal Correspondence Example (Notes and Bibliography):
7. Letter from James Peterson to the author, June 10, 2023.

Note: Personal correspondence is typically not included in the bibliography.

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, is an ongoing process that benefits greatly from
practical examples. By familiarizing oneself with the various citation systems, punctuation rules, and
formatting conventions illustrated in this guide, writers can enhance the credibility and clarity of their
work. The provided examples serve as a robust foundation for adhering to these esteemed guidelines,
ensuring academic and professional integrity in every written piece.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Manual 17th Edition
Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes and bibliography



system and the author-date system in the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th
edition?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes and bibliography system
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, with a full bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations in the text (author and year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: When should I use the notes and bibliography system versus the
author-date system?
A: The choice often depends on the discipline or publisher's requirements. The notes and bibliography
system is common in the humanities (literature, history, art history), while the author-date system is
frequently used in the sciences and social sciences.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, handle citing
websites?
A: CMOS provides specific guidelines for citing websites, which typically include the author (if known),
title of the page or article, name of the website, publication or last update date, and the URL. The access
date is also included.

Q: What are the rules for using the serial comma (Oxford comma) in the
Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, strongly recommends the use of the serial comma in a series
of three or more items to improve clarity and avoid ambiguity.

Q: How do I cite a book with more than three authors using the Chicago
Manual of Style, 17th edition?
A: For works with four or more authors, you list only the first author's name followed by "et al." in both
your citations (notes or parenthetical) and your bibliography/reference list.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, require a table of
contents for all documents?
A: While not always mandatory for shorter works, a table of contents is highly recommended for longer



documents, such as theses, dissertations, and books, to help readers navigate the content.

Q: How should I format block quotations in the Chicago Manual of Style,
17th edition?
A: Block quotations, which are typically five lines of prose or more, should be set off from the main text by
indenting the entire quotation and omitting quotation marks. They are usually double-spaced.
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