
chicago footnotes and bibliography examples
Understanding Chicago Style Citations: Footnotes and Bibliographies

chicago footnotes and bibliography examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
scholarly communication. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) citation system, focusing on both its author-date and notes-bibliography
variations. We will explore the fundamental differences between footnotes and a bibliography, break
down the components of common source types, and provide detailed examples to demystify the
process. Mastering these citation practices ensures your research is properly attributed, your
readers can easily locate your sources, and your work adheres to the highest academic standards.
This article will equip you with the knowledge to confidently construct accurate and effective
Chicago-style citations for your essays, papers, and scholarly publications.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that dictates the conventions
for writing and citing in many academic disciplines, particularly in the humanities and social
sciences. It offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. This article specifically focuses on the notes-bibliography system, which is prevalent in fields
like history, literature, and art history. This system uses numbered notes (typically placed at the
bottom of the page, hence "footnotes") to cite sources within the text, and a bibliography that lists
all cited sources alphabetically at the end of the work. Understanding the underlying principles of
CMOS is the first step toward mastering its citation formats.

Key Differences: Footnotes vs. Bibliography

The distinction between footnotes and a bibliography is fundamental to the notes-bibliography
system. Footnotes serve as in-text citations, appearing at the bottom of the page where the
reference occurs, indicated by a superscript number. They provide a brief citation that directly links



the reader to a specific source and passage. Conversely, the bibliography is a comprehensive,
alphabetized list of all sources consulted and cited in the paper, presented at the end of the
document. While footnotes offer immediate access to source information for a specific point, the
bibliography provides a complete overview of the research undertaken.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Detail

The notes-bibliography system relies on numbered notes to cite sources. Each note corresponds to a
superscript number in the text. The first time a source is cited, the footnote contains full
bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source, if they immediately follow, can
be shortened to a "short note" format. This system allows for greater flexibility in including
explanatory notes or digressions without disrupting the flow of the main text. The bibliography,
appearing at the end, provides a complete, alphabetized list of all sources referenced in the notes.

Structure of a Footnote

A typical Chicago-style footnote begins with the author's first name followed by their last name, the
title of the work (italicized for books and articles, in quotation marks for shorter pieces), publication
details (place, publisher, year), and specific page numbers. For subsequent citations, the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number are usually sufficient.

Structure of a Bibliography Entry

Bibliography entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. The author's last name is listed
first, followed by their first name. The format for the title and publication details mirrors that of the
first footnote, though the bibliography typically omits specific page numbers unless citing a multi-
volume work or an article within a larger collection.

Common Source Types and Chicago Style Examples

The nuances of Chicago-style citation vary depending on the type of source you are referencing.
Understanding the specific requirements for different materials is crucial for accuracy. Below are
examples for commonly encountered source types.

Books

Citing books involves providing author information, title, and publication details. The title of the
book is always italicized.

Single-Author Book

Footnote (First Reference): 1. David McCullough, 1776 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 12.
Shortened Footnote: 2. McCullough, 1776, 55.
Bibliography Entry: McCullough, David. 1776. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005.

Book with Two or Three Authors

Footnote (First Reference): 3. Michael Pollan and Dana Goodyear, The Food Revolution: How
Your America Eats (New York: Penguin Books, 2002), 87.
Bibliography Entry: Pollan, Michael, and Dana Goodyear. The Food Revolution: How Your America
Eats. New York: Penguin Books, 2002.



Edited Book

Footnote (First Reference): 4. Roland Greene, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance
Poetry (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 3.
Bibliography Entry: Greene, Roland, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Poetry.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require details about the author, article title, journal name, volume, issue, and
publication date, along with page numbers.

Footnote (First Reference): 5. Amanda Sturgill, "The Economics of Open Access," Journal of
Scholarly Publishing 42, no. 3 (2011): 155.
Shortened Footnote: 6. Sturgill, "Economics of Open Access," 160.
Bibliography Entry: Sturgill, Amanda. "The Economics of Open Access." Journal of Scholarly
Publishing 42, no. 3 (2011): 150-170.

Websites

Citing online sources requires careful attention to the URL, access date, and, if available, author and
publication date.

Footnote: 7. "The History of the Internet," Internet Society, accessed October 27, 2023,
https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.
Bibliography Entry: Internet Society. "The History of the Internet." Accessed October 27, 2023.
https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

Newspaper Articles

Newspaper citations should include the author (if known), article title, newspaper name, date, and
page number(s).

Footnote: 8. Emily Wax, "A Hidden History of Black Americans," The New York Times, October 26,
2023, A1.
Bibliography Entry: Wax, Emily. "A Hidden History of Black Americans." The New York Times,
October 26, 2023.

Audiovisual Materials

This includes films, documentaries, and other media.

Footnote: 9. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles, RKO Radio Pictures, 1941.
Bibliography Entry: Citizen Kane. Directed by Orson Welles. RKO Radio Pictures, 1941.

Formatting Footnotes

Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page. Each note is numbered sequentially and corresponds
to a superscript number in the text. The first footnote entry for a source should be comprehensive,
including all necessary bibliographic details. Subsequent entries for the same source can be
abbreviated using a short-note format, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title,



and the page number.

Formatting the Bibliography

The bibliography is a separate section at the end of the paper, typically titled "Bibliography." Entries
are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. The format for each entry is generally similar
to the first footnote, with some key differences: the author's last name precedes their first name, and
hanging indents are commonly used for readability. Page numbers for articles or chapters are
included, but not for entire books.

Advanced Chicago Style Citation Tips

Beyond the basic formats, Chicago style offers guidance for more complex citation scenarios. This
includes citing multiple authors, works with no author, corporate authors, and various types of
electronic media. Precision in these advanced cases is paramount.

Citing Works with Multiple Authors

When a work has more than two authors, the first footnote lists all authors, but subsequent footnotes
and the bibliography entry typically only list the first author followed by "et al." (meaning "and
others").

Citing Works with No Author

If a work lacks an author, the citation begins with the title of the work. This is alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title in the bibliography.

Citing Corporate Authors

When an organization or institution is the author, the citation begins with the name of the
organization.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

While the notes-bibliography system is often referred to as the "footnote" system, Chicago style also
permits the use of endnotes. Endnotes are collected at the end of the main text, before the
bibliography. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by the publisher or the
instructor's preference. Both serve the same function of providing in-text citation information.

Citing Unpublished Works in Chicago Style

Citing unpublished materials, such as manuscripts, dissertations, or personal correspondence,
requires specific formatting. Information such as the type of unpublished material, archival location,
and accession numbers should be included to ensure the source can be located.

Citing Government Documents in Chicago Style

Government documents, whether published or unpublished, have their own set of citation rules. This
typically involves identifying the issuing agency, the title of the document, and publication details.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style



Perhaps the most critical aspect of Chicago-style citation, or any citation style, is consistency.
Whichever format you choose for a particular element (e.g., how you abbreviate journal titles, how
you present publication dates), apply it uniformly throughout your work. Inconsistency can
undermine the credibility of your research and make your citations confusing for readers. Always
refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most current and authoritative
guidelines.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Footnotes and Bibliography Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and a bibliography entry in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their purpose and placement. Footnotes are in-text citations,
appearing at the bottom of the page to reference a specific point in the text and provide brief source
information. The bibliography is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the paper,
located at the end of the document, providing fuller bibliographic details.

Q: When I cite a source for the first time in a footnote, do I need to include all the publication
details?

A: Yes, the first footnote citation for a source requires full bibliographic information, including
author's name, title, publication place, publisher, year, and the specific page number(s) referenced.

Q: How do I shorten a footnote for subsequent citations of the same source?

A: For subsequent citations of the same source that immediately follow, you can use a "short note"
format. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number. If the author has only one work cited, you might omit the title and just use the author's last
name and page number.

Q: Does the order of information in a footnote differ from the order in a bibliography entry?

A: Yes, there are key differences. In a footnote, the author's first name usually comes before their
last name. In a bibliography entry, the author's last name precedes their first name. Also, footnotes
include specific page numbers, while bibliography entries for entire books do not.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there is no publication date?

A: If a website lacks a publication date, you should use "n.d." (no date) in place of the date in both
the footnote and the bibliography entry. You must also include the date you accessed the website.

Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes in Chicago style?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of endnotes. Endnotes are collected at the end
of the main text, before the bibliography, and are formatted similarly to footnotes, providing
numbered references to sources.

Q: What is the rule for alphabetizing entries in a Chicago style bibliography?

A: Chicago style bibliographies are alphabetized by the author's last name. If a source has no author,



it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The").

Q: How do I cite a book with three authors in Chicago style?

A: For a book with three authors, in the first footnote, list all three authors' names. In the
bibliography, list all three authors. For subsequent footnotes, you can list the first author followed
by "et al." if preferred, but many find it clearer to list all three if space permits.

Q: What is the purpose of the "et al." abbreviation in Chicago style?

A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." It is used in Chicago style, particularly in
shortened footnotes and bibliography entries for works with more than three authors, to avoid a
lengthy list of names.

Q: How do I cite a chapter or essay within an edited book in Chicago style?

A: When citing a chapter or essay within an edited book, the footnote and bibliography entry should
include the author of the chapter, the chapter title (in quotation marks), the word "in," the title of
the edited book (italicized), the editor's name(s), publication details, and the page numbers of the
chapter.
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