CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM FOR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING, AND
UNDERSTANDING HOW TO IMPLEMENT ITS CITATION STYLE, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT
SYSTEM, IS CRUCIAL FOR CLARITY AND CREDIBILITY. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE DEEPLY INTO THE NUANCES OF THE CHICAGO
FOOTNOTE IN"TEXT APPROACH, COVERING ITS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, THE PROPER FORMATTING OF BOTH NOTES AND
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ENTRIES, COMMON CHALLENGES AND THEIR SOLUTIONS, AND THE ADVANTAGES IT OFFERS TO WRITERS AND
READERS. BY MASTERING THESE ELEMENTS, YOU CAN ENSURE YOUR RESEARCH IS ACCURATELY ATTRIBUTED AND EASILY
NAVIGABLE, ENHANCING THE OVERALL QUALITY AND AUTHORITY OF YOUR WORK.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM

THe CHicAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM
(OFTEN REFERRED TO AS FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES) AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THIS ARTICLE FOCUSES SPECIFICALLY ON
THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, WHICH UTILIZES A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT PLACEMENT TO INDICATE THE SOURCE OF
INFORMATION. IN THIS SYSTEM, A SUPERSCRIPT ARABIC NUMERAL IS PLACED AT THE END OF A SENTENCE, CLAUSE, OR PHRASE
THAT CONTAINS BORROWED MATERIAL, POINTING THE READER TO A CORRESPONDING NOTE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE
(FOOTNOTE) OR AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT (ENDNOTE). THIS METHOD IS FAVORED IN FIELDS LIKE HISTORY, LITERATURE, AND
THE ARTS, WHERE DETAILED SOURCE INFORMATION AND CONTEXTUAL COMMENTARY ARE OFTEN BENEFICIAL.

THE CORE PURPOSE OF THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM IS TO PROVIDE A CLEAR AND UNOBTRUSIVE WAY TO
ACKNOWLEDGE SOURCES WHILE ALLOWING FOR EXTENSIVE EXPLANATORY NOTES OR DIGRESSIONS. UNLIKE THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM, WHICH CAN INTERRUPT THE FLOW OF READING WITH PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS, THE FOOTNOTE SYSTEM KEEPS THE
MAIN TEXT CLEAN. READERS CAN THEN CHOOSE TO CONSULT THE NOTES FOR FULL SOURCE DETAILS OR SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION. THIS DUAL FUNCTIONALITY MAKES IT A POWERFUL TOOL FOR SCHOLARLY ENGAGEMENT.

FORMATTING CHICAGO IN-TEXT FOOTNOTES

IMPLEMENTING THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM CORRECTLY REQUIRES METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL. THE
SUPERSCRIPT NUMERAL INDICATING A CITATION SHOULD BE PLACED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE PUNCTUATION MARK OF THE
QUOTED OR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL. [F NO PUNCTUATION IS PRESENT, IT SHOULD FOLLOW THE LAST WORD OF THE CLAUSE OR
SENTENCE. THIS PLACEMENT ENSURES THAT THE READER UNDERSTANDS PRECISELY WHICH PART OF THE TEXT IS BEING REFERENCED.
For EXAMPLE, A QUOTATION ENDING IN A PERIOD WOULD HAVE THE SUPERSCRIPT NUMERAL PLACED AFTER THE PERIOD.

\W/HEN MULTIPLE SOURCES ARE CITED WITHIN THE SAME SENTENCE OR PARAGRAPH, SEQUENTIAL SUPERSCRIPT NUMERALS ARE
USED. |T IS ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAIN THE CORRECT ORDER OF THESE NUMERALS. EACH NEW SOURCE RECEIVES A NEW , UNIQUE
NUMBER. |IF A SOURCE IS CITED MULTIPLE TIMES THROUGHOUT THE TEXT, THE FIRST CITATION WILL INCLUDE THE FULL
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION, WHILE SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS FOR THE SAME SOURCE WILL USE A SHORTENED FORM,
TYPICALLY INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A SHORTENED TITLE, AND THE PAGE NUMBER. THIS PRACTICE PREVENTS
REDUNDANCY AND KEEPS THE FOOTNOTES CONCISE.



CoMPONENTS OF A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE

A FULL CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT CITATION INCLUDES SEVERAL KEY PIECES OF INFORMATION, DESIGNED TO GUIDE THE READER
TO THE ORIGINAL SOURCE WITH MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. THE PRECISE ORDER AND FORMAT CAN VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON THE
TYPE OF SOURCE (BOOK,_JOURNAL ARTICLE, WEBSITE, ETC.>, BUT THE FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS REMAIN CONSISTENT.

FiIrsT CITATION OF A SOURCE

THE FIRST TIME A PARTICULAR SOURCE IS CITED IN THE TEXT USING A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE, THE NOTE WILL CONTAIN
COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS. THIS INCLUDES:

AUTHOR’S FIRST AND LAST NAME.

TITLE OF THE WORK, ITALICIZED FOR BOOKS AND IN QUOTATION MARKS FOR ARTICLES.

PUBLICATION DETAILS, SUCH AS THE PLACE OF PUBLICATION, PUBLISHER, AND YEAR FOR BOOKS. FOR JOURNAL ARTICLES, THIS
INCLUDES THE JOURNAL TITLE, VOLUME, ISSUE NUMBER, AND DATE.

THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) BEING REFERENCED.

SuBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF A SOURCE

AFTER THE INITIAL FULL CITATION, ANY SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES TO THE SAME SOURCE EMPLOY A SHORTENED NOTE FORMAT.
THIS REDUCES CLUTTER IN THE FOOTNOTES AND IMPROVES READABILITY. THE SHORTENED NOTE TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

AUTHOR’S LAST NAME.
A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE (IF THE ORIGINAL TITLE IS LONG).
THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) BEING REFERENCED.

DIRecT QUOTATIONS VS. PARAPHRASES

W/HILE THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT FORMAT IS SIMILAR FOR BOTH DIRECT QUOTATIONS AND PARAPHRASED IDEAS, THERE
IS A SUBTLE DISTINCTION IN HOW THE PAGE NUMBERS ARE PRESENTED. FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS, THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER
WHERE THE QUOTE APPEARS IS MANDATORY. FOR PARAPHRASES, WHILE IT IS GOOD PRACTICE TO INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER FOR
CLARITY, IT IS NOT ALWAYS STRICTLY REQUIRED BY THE CMOS, THOUGH HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY MANY SCHOLARS.
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR INSTRUCTOR OR PUBLISHER’S GUIDELINES FOR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.

CRAFTING BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ENTRIES

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, LOCATED AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, SERVES AS A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT.
THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM WORKS IN TANDEM WITH THIS BIBLIOGRAPHY. EACH ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY
PROVIDES FULL PUBLICATION DETAILS, ALLOWING READERS TO LOCATE THE SOURCE INDEPENDENTLY. THE FORMAT FOR
BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES CLOSELY MIRRORS THAT OF THE FIRST FULL FOOTNOTE, BUT WITH SOME KEY DIFFERENCES IN
PUNCTUATION AND CAPITALIZATION.

Book ENTRIES

FOR A BOOK, A BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WOULD TYPICALLY LOOK LIKE THIS: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. TITLE OF Book.
PLACE oF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER, YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: SMITH, JOHN. THE HISTORY OF CHICAGO. CHICAGO: UNIVERSITY OF
ILLINoIs Press, 2020.



JOURNAL ARTICLE ENTRIES

A JOURNAL ARTICLE IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY WOULD BE FORMATTED AS: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE OF ARTICLE.”
TITLE OF JOURNAL VOLUME, NO. ISSUE (YEAR): PAGE NUMBERS. FOR EXAMPLE: ADAMS, JANE. “URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE
MIDWEST.” JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HisTorY 45, Nno. 2 (2019): 112-130.

ONLINE SOURCES

CITING ONLINE SOURCES REQUIRES CAREFUL ADHERENCE TO CMOS GUIDELINES, WHICH ARE REGULARLY UPDATED. KEY
INFORMATION USUALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE), TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR DOCUMENT, WEBSITE NAME,
PUBLICATION OR LAST MODIFIED DATE, AND A URL or DOI.

CoMMoN CHiIcaAGo FOoTNOTE IN-TEXT SCENARIOS

NAVIGATING THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM CAN PRESENT VARIOUS CHALLENGES, ESPECIALLY WITH LESS COMMON
SOURCE TYPES OR COMPLEX CITATION NEEDS. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO HANDLE THESE SITUATIONS IS VITAL FOR MAINTAINING
CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY.

MuULTIPLE AUTHORS

W/HEN A SOURCE HAS TWO OR THREE AUTHORS, ALL NAMES ARE LISTED IN THE FOOTNOTE AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. For FOUR OR
MORE AUTHORS, LIST ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR FOLLOWED BY “eT AL.” IN THE FOOTNOTE, BUT LIST ALL AUTHORS IN THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY.

¥ orkS WITH EDITORS OR TRANSLATORS

IF A WORK HAS AN EDITOR OR TRANSLATOR BUT NO AUTHOR, THEIR NAME APPEARS FIRST, FOLLOWED BY “ED.” OR “TRANS.”
RESPECTIVELY. FOR EXAMPLE: MILLER, SUSAN, ED. SELECTED ESSAYS.

RePRINTED W ORKS

FOR WORKS THAT HAVE BEEN REPRINTED, BOTH THE ORIGINAL PUBLICATION DATE AND THE REPRINT DATE SHOULD BE INCLUDED.

ReTRIEVED ONLINE SOURCES

\/HEN CITING A SOURCE RETRIEVED ONLINE THAT IS ALSO AVAILABLE IN PRINT, IT IS GENERALLY BEST PRACTICE TO CITE IT AS
YOU WOULD THE PRINT VERSION, NOTING THE URL orR DOI AT THE END. IF THE ONLINE VERSION IS THE ONLY AVAILABLE
FORMAT, FOLLOW SPECIFIC CMOS GUIDELINES FOR ELECTRONIC SOURCES.

ADVANTAGES OF THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT STYLE

THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM OFFERS SEVERAL DISTINCT ADVANTAGES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS POPULARITY IN
ACADEMIC WRITING. |TS PRIMARY BENEFIT LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY AND FLOW OF THE MAIN TEXT BY



KEEPING CITATION INFORMATION SEPARATE. THIS ALLOWS READERS TO ENGAGE WITH THE NARRATIVE OR ARGUMENT WITHOUT
CONSTANT INTERRUPTION FROM PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS.

FURTHERMORE, FOOTNOTES CAN BE USED FOR MORE THAN JUST SOURCE CITATION. THEY PROVIDE AN IDEAL SPACE FOR
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION, DEFINITIONS, TANGENTIAL DISCUSSIONS, OR AUTHORIAL ASIDES THAT MIGHT DISRUPT THE MAIN
BODY OF THE TEXT BUT ARE STILL VALUABLE TO THE READER. T HIS ADDS DEPTH AND NUANCE TO THE WORK. THE CHICAGO
FOOTNOTE IN"TEXT METHOD ALSO ALLOWS FOR A GREATER DEGREE OF DETAIL IN CITATIONS, WHICH CAN BE CRUCIAL FOR
SPECIALIZED ACADEMIC FIELDS WHERE PRECISE SOURCING IS PARAMOUNT.

WHeN To Use CHIcAGO FOOTNOTES vs. AUTHOR-DATE

THE CHOICE BETWEEN THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE
DISCIPLINE AND THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF A PUBLICATION OR INSTRUCTOR. THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, EMPLOYING
CHICAGO FOOTNOTES, IS GENERALLY PREFERRED IN THE HUMANITIES, INCLUDING LITERATURE, HISTORY, ART HISTORY, AND
MUSICOLOGY. THESE FIELDS OFTEN REQUIRE EXTENSIVE CITATION AND MAY BENEFIT FROM THE ADDITIONAL SPACE FOR
COMMENTARY THAT FOOTNOTES PROVIDE.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS MORE COMMONLY USED IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND NATURAL SCIENCES.
|TS PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS ARE OFTEN SEEN AS MORE EFFICIENT FOR FIELDS THAT TEND TO HAVE LONGER, MORE NUMEROUS
CITATIONS AND MAY NOT REQUIRE EXTENSIVE EXPLANATORY NOTES. ULTIMATELY, THE MOST CRITICAL FACTOR IS
CONSISTENCY. WHICHEVER SYSTEM YOU CHOOSE, ADHERE TO IT RIGOROUSLY THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT.

FAQ

QI \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT
CITATIONS AND ENDNOTES?

A: THE CORE DIFFERENCE LIES IN THEIR PLACEMENT. A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT CITATION IS A SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER IN THE
MAIN TEXT THAT CORRESPONDS TO A NOTE APPEARING AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SAME PAGE. AN ENDNOTE, CONVERSELY, IS A
SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER IN THE MAIN TEXT THAT CORRESPONDS TO A NOTE LISTED AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, TYPICALLY
BEFORE THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. BOTH SYSTEMS UTILIZE THE SAME CITATION FORMAT FOR THE NOTES THEMSEL VES.

Q: How po | CITE A SOURCE THAT | HAVE ALREADY CITED IN A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE
IN-TEXT NOTE, BUT ON A DIFFERENT PAGE?

A: FOR SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF A SOURCE ALREADY CITED, YOU WILL USE A SHORTENED NOTE FORMAT. THIS TYPICALLY
INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE IF NECESSARY, AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S)
YOU ARE REFERENCING. THIS DISTINGUISHES IT FROM THE FIRST FULL CITATION.

Q: CAN | use A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT TO ADD A PERSONAL COMMENT OR
EXPLANATION THAT ISN'T DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE SOURCE?

A: YES, THE CHICAGO NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS WELL-SUITED FOR SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL. YOU CAN USE
FOOTNOTES FOR AUTHORIAL ASIDES, ADDITIONAL CONTEXT, DEFINITIONS, OR EXPLANATIONS THAT WOULD INTERRUPT THE
FLOW OF THE MAIN TEXT BUT ADD VALUE TO THE READER'S UNDERSTANDING.

Q: WHAT IS THE CORRECT WAY TO FORMAT A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT CITATION



FOR A WEBSITE?

A: FOR WEBSITES, YOU WILL NEED TO PROVIDE AS MUCH BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES
THE AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE), TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE, WEBSITE NAME, PUBLICATION OR LAST MODIFIED DATE, AND THE
URL. THE FORMAT MAY VARY SLIGHTLY, SO CONSULTING THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS
RECOMMENDED.

QI IF | AM CITING A SOURCE MULTIPLE TIMES WITHIN THE SAME PARAGRAPH , DO | NEED A
NEW CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT NUMBER FOR EACH INSTANCE?

A: NO, IF YOU ARE CITING THE SAME SOURCE REPEATEDLY WITHIN A SINGLE PARAGRAPH, AND THE PAGE NUMBERS REMAIN THE
SAME, YOU ONLY NEED ONE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT NUMBER FOR THE FIRST INSTANCE. SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES WITHIN
THAT PARAGRAPH TO THE SAME SOURCE AND PAGE CAN OFTEN BE HANDLED WITH A “|iD.” (IF IT'S THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING
NOTE) OR BY REPEATING THE SHORTENED NOTE FORMAT.

QZ DoEes THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM REQUIRE A BIBLIOGRAPHY EVEN IF |
ONLY USE FOOTNOTES?

A: YES, THE CHICAGO NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM REQUIRES BOTH FOOTNOTES (OR ENDNOTES) AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE
FOOTNOTES PROVIDE IMMEDIATE SOURCE ATTRIBUTION WITHIN THE TEXT, WHILE THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE
LIST OF ALL SOURCES CONSULTED AND CITED, ALLOWING READERS TO FIND AND EXAMINE THE ORIGINAL MATERIALS.

Q: How po | HANDLE A CHICAGO FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT CITATION WHEN THERE ARE TWO
AUTHORS?

A: FOR SOURCES WITH TWO AUTHORS, YOU SHOULD LIST BOTH AUTHORS' FULL NAMES IN THE FOOTNOTE, SEPARATED BY
“AND.” IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE FORMAT IS SIMILAR, WITH THE FIRST AUTHOR LISTED LAST NAME FIRST, AND THE SECOND
AUTHOR FIRST NAME FIRST. FOR EXAMPLE: JOHN SMITH AND JANE ADAMS.

Q: WHAT IS THE CONVENTION FOR CITING AN EDITED VOLUME USING THE CHICAGO
FOOTNOTE IN-TEXT SYSTEM?

A: \WHEN CITING AN EDITED VOLUME THAT YOU ARE QUOTING FROM OR REFERRING TO, THE FOOTNOTE TYPICALLY BEGINS WITH
THE EDITOR’S NAME FOLLOWED BY “€D.” OR “EDS.,” THEN THE TITLE OF THE VOLUME, AND FINALLY THE PUBLICATION DETAILS
AND PAGE NUMBER. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WOULD FOLLOW A SIMILAR STRUCTURE.
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