chicago endnote format example citation

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Endnote
System

chicago endnote format example citation is a crucial element for academic and professional
writers adhering to the widely respected Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). This system, often
referred to as a notes-bibliography style, relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes to provide source
information for direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, and specific data points within a text. Mastering
the nuances of creating accurate and consistent citations in this format is paramount for academic
integrity and clarity. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago endnote
format, offering detailed explanations and practical examples for various source types. We will
explore the fundamental principles of endnote construction, differentiate between notes and
bibliography entries, and provide specific examples for commonly cited materials such as books,
journal articles, websites, and more, ensuring writers can confidently navigate this citation style.
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Key Principles of Chicago Endnote Formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style's endnote system is built upon a foundation of clarity and
completeness, providing readers with the necessary information to locate and verify the sources
used in a document. Each note corresponds to a superscript number placed at the end of a sentence
or clause where the referenced information appears. The initial citation in a note for a given source



is typically more detailed than subsequent citations, which can be shortened for brevity once the full
citation has appeared. This dual approach ensures both thoroughness and readability throughout the
text.

The core components of a Chicago endnote generally include the author's name, the title of the
work, publication details (such as place of publication, publisher, and year for books), and specific
location information (like page numbers) within the source. The precise order and inclusion of these
elements can vary slightly depending on the type of source being cited. Adhering to these
fundamental principles ensures that your citations are both accurate and follow the established
conventions of the Chicago style.

Formatting a Book Citation in Endnotes

Citing a book in the Chicago endnote format requires attention to detail regarding author
attribution, title capitalization, and publication information. When citing a book for the first time in
your notes, you will provide a full citation. For subsequent citations of the same work, a shortened
form is generally used.

First Note for a Book

The initial note for a book includes the author's first and last name, the full title of the book
(italicized), followed by the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication.
The specific page number(s) from which the information is drawn are then listed.

Example:
1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Notes for a Book

After the first full citation, subsequent notes for the same book can be significantly shorter. This
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (italicized), and the page
number.

Example:
2. Smith, History of Chicago, 78.

If you are citing a specific work by the same author multiple times, you might use a shortened title
or simply the author's last name and page number if context makes it clear which work is being
referenced. However, it is generally best practice to include a shortened title for clarity, especially if
multiple works by the same author are cited.

Formatting a Journal Article Citation in Endnotes

Journal articles are frequently cited in academic writing, and the Chicago endnote format provides
specific guidelines for their citation. Similar to books, the first note for a journal article will be
comprehensive, while subsequent notes will be abbreviated.



First Note for a Journal Article

The full citation for a journal article in an endnote includes the author's first and last name, the title
of the article (in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the volume and issue numbers,
the publication date (often including month), and the page range of the article. You will also include
the specific page number referenced.

Example:

3. Jane Doe, "Urban Development in the Midwest," Journal of American History 50, no. 2 (September
2018): 123, 135-136.

Subsequent Notes for a Journal Article

For subsequent references to the same journal article, a shortened format is used. This typically
involves the author's last name, the shortened title of the article (in quotation marks), and the
specific page number.

Example:

4. Doe, "Urban Development," 140.

Formatting a Website Citation in Endnotes

Citing online resources in endnotes requires careful consideration of the available information, as
website structures and content can be highly variable. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
guidance for citing websites, emphasizing the inclusion of the author (if known), the title of the
specific page or document, the name of the website, and the URL.

First Note for a Website

When citing a webpage, include the author's name (if provided), the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), and the specific URL. It is also
advisable to include an access date, especially if the content is likely to change.

Example:

5. Emily White, "The Future of Public Transportation," Chicago Transit Authority News,
https://www.transitchicago.com/news/future-transportation/, accessed November 15, 2023.

Subsequent Notes for a Website

Subsequent citations of the same webpage can be shortened, typically including the author's last
name, the shortened title of the page, and potentially the URL if it remains essential for
identification.

Example:
6. White, "Future of Public Transportation."

It is important to note that if the website is a well-known entity and you are citing the homepage or a
general aspect of the site, the citation might be simplified. However, for specific articles or pages,
the detailed format is preferred.



Formatting Other Common Source Types

Beyond books, journal articles, and websites, writers may need to cite a variety of other sources. The
Chicago endnote system offers specific formats for these as well, ensuring consistency across all
referenced materials.

Chapter in an Edited Book

When citing a chapter within a larger edited work, you must attribute both the chapter author and
the editor of the book.

Example:

7. Robert Green, "Early Settlers of Illinois," in A History of the Midwest, ed. Sarah Brown (New York:
American Historical Press, 2019), 75-90.

Newspaper Article

Newspaper articles are cited similarly to journal articles but typically include the date of publication
more prominently.

Example:

8. David Lee, "Local Government Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune, November 14, 2023,
sec. A, 1.

Dissertation or Thesis

Citing unpublished academic works requires specific details about the institution and degree.
Example:

9. Michael Brown, "Economic Impact of the Great Chicago Fire" (PhD diss., Northwestern
University, 2021), 112.

These examples illustrate the flexibility and detail provided by the Chicago endnote format to
accommodate diverse scholarly materials.

Distinguishing Between Notes and Bibliography Entries

A critical aspect of the Chicago notes-bibliography system is understanding the difference between a
note citation and a bibliography entry. While they share many of the same elements, their purpose
and structure differ significantly. The bibliography is a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources
cited in the text, appearing at the end of the document. Notes, on the other hand, are placed at the
bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the chapter or document (endnotes) and correspond
to superscript numbers within the text.

The primary distinctions lie in punctuation, capitalization, and the order of some elements. For
instance, in the bibliography, the author's last name typically precedes their first name, facilitating
alphabetical sorting. In notes, the first name usually comes first. Punctuation can also vary; commas
and periods are used differently to separate components of the citation in each instance. The
bibliography aims to provide a complete overview of all consulted works, whereas notes offer
immediate source attribution for specific points within the narrative.



Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Endnotes

While the Chicago endnote format is detailed, several common errors can undermine its accuracy
and effectiveness. One frequent mistake is inconsistent formatting; failing to apply the same rules
for similar source types can lead to confusion. Another common pitfall is omitting crucial
information, such as page numbers, publication dates, or publisher details, which hinders the
reader's ability to locate the source.

Inconsistent use of shortened notes is another prevalent issue. Writers sometimes forget to include
the full citation first before employing the abbreviated format, or they may shorten notes too
aggressively, making them unclear. Punctuation errors, such as misplacing commas or periods, are
also common. Finally, failing to italicize titles of books and journals or to place article titles in
quotation marks can lead to non-compliance with CMOS guidelines. Careful proofreading and
attention to the specific rules for each source type are essential to avoid these pitfalls.

Achieving Clarity and Consistency in Your Citations

Achieving both clarity and consistency in your Chicago endnote citations is paramount for producing
a professional and credible academic or professional work. Consistency ensures that your readers
can easily follow your referencing style throughout the document, fostering trust and credibility.
Clarity, on the other hand, ensures that all necessary information is present and accurately
presented, allowing readers to readily access and verify your sources.

To maintain consistency, it is highly recommended to use a style guide or checklist derived from the
Chicago Manual of Style throughout your writing process. This could involve creating a template for
each source type you commonly cite. Proofreading your endnotes meticulously, both for accuracy
and adherence to the style guide, is an indispensable final step. Pay close attention to details like
italics, quotation marks, and the precise order of elements. By diligently applying these principles,
you can ensure your Chicago endnote format example citation is not only correct but also enhances
the overall quality and scholarly rigor of your work.

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page
where the reference appears, indicated by a superscript number in the text. Endnotes, conversely,
are compiled at the end of the document or chapter, also indicated by superscript numbers that
correspond to the notes section. Both serve the same purpose of providing source attribution.

Q: Do I need to include the URL for every website citation in
Chicago endnote format?

A: Including the URL for website citations is generally recommended, especially if the content might
be ephemeral or difficult to find otherwise. The Chicago Manual of Style suggests providing the URL
for most online sources, along with an access date, to help readers locate the specific information.



Q: How do I format a shortened note for a book if I cite
multiple works by the same author?

A: If you cite multiple works by the same author, it is crucial to include a shortened version of the
title in subsequent notes to distinguish between them. For example, instead of just the author's last
name and page number, you would use "Smith, History of Chicago, 78" and "Smith, The American
Civil War, 210" to ensure clarity.

Q: What if a source has no author listed? How do I cite it in
Chicago endnote format?

A: If a source lacks an author, you begin the citation with the title of the work. For books, the title
would appear first, followed by publication information. For articles or web pages, the title of the
specific piece would come first. In the bibliography, these would be alphabetized by title.

Q: Should I use commas or periods to separate elements in a
Chicago endnote?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style has specific punctuation rules for endnotes. Generally, commas are
used to separate author names, titles, and publication information. Periods are typically used to end
a full citation or a note. However, the exact punctuation can vary slightly depending on the source
type and whether it's a first or subsequent note. Consulting the latest edition of the CMOS is the
best approach for definitive guidance.

Q: Is there a difference in how I cite an e-book versus a print
book in Chicago endnote format?

A: While the core elements are similar, e-book citations may include additional information like a
DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the platform from which the e-book was accessed. The
CMOS provides specific guidance for e-books, often emphasizing the DOI over a URL if one is
present.

Q: When do I need to include the publisher's name in a
Chicago endnote?

A: The publisher's name is a standard component of book citations in Chicago endnotes, appearing
after the place of publication and before the year of publication. It is considered essential
information for identifying the specific edition of a book.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a Chicago endnote
citation?

A: For two authors, you list both names separated by "and" (e.g., John Smith and Jane Doe). For
three or more authors, Chicago style typically lists the first author's name followed by "et al." (an



abbreviation meaning "and others") in both notes and bibliography entries.

Q: What is the purpose of the "accessed" date in website
citations?

A: The "accessed" date is important for online sources because web content can be updated or
removed without notice. Including the access date helps readers understand when the information
was retrieved and acknowledges that the content might not be static, providing a point of reference
for the information as it appeared at that time.
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