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Navigating the Chicago Citation Guide
for Religious Scholarship
chicago citation guide religious scholarship plays a pivotal role in academic
discourse, ensuring clarity, credibility, and consistency in presenting
research. This guide will delve into the intricacies of applying the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) specifically within the realm of religious studies,
offering a comprehensive overview for scholars. We will explore foundational
principles, specific citation formats for various religious texts and
secondary sources, and common challenges encountered in this specialized
field. Understanding these nuances is crucial for anyone contributing to the
scholarly conversation on religion, from historical analysis to theological
interpretation. This article aims to demystify the process, making the
Chicago style an accessible and powerful tool for religious scholars.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Religious Studies

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
provides comprehensive guidelines for writing, citing, and formatting
academic works. While its principles are broadly applicable, religious
scholarship often presents unique challenges that necessitate careful
attention to its specific recommendations. The manual's flexibility allows
for adaptation to diverse scholarly needs, a crucial feature when dealing
with a vast array of primary texts, historical contexts, and interpretive
methodologies inherent in the study of religion. Adhering to CMOS ensures
that your research is not only accurate but also readily understood and
accepted by the academic community.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For many fields within
religious scholarship, particularly those dealing with historical analysis
and textual criticism, the notes-bibliography system is often preferred. This
system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, which can be particularly
useful when engaging with extensive primary source material or complex
interpretive arguments. Understanding the fundamental differences and
applications of these systems is the first step in effectively employing the
Chicago citation guide for religious scholarship.



Core Principles of Chicago Style in Religious
Scholarship

At its heart, the Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity, accuracy, and
consistency. For religious scholars, this translates into meticulous
attention to the details of textual references, the precise rendering of non-
English terms, and the clear attribution of scholarly claims. The goal is to
provide readers with all the necessary information to locate and verify the
sources you have consulted, thereby strengthening the credibility of your own
work. This principle extends to the consistent application of stylistic
elements, from punctuation and capitalization to the formatting of
bibliographical entries.

When engaging with religious scholarship, it is imperative to understand the
specific conventions that CMOS outlines for various types of sources. This
includes differentiating between primary and secondary sources, recognizing
the distinct nature of religious texts themselves, and employing the correct
format for citing scholarly works that engage with these texts. Consistency
in applying these principles throughout a paper or book is paramount for
maintaining a professional and scholarly standard. This attention to detail
allows for a more rigorous and impactful presentation of your research.

Citing Primary Religious Texts

The citation of primary religious texts forms a cornerstone of much religious
scholarship. These texts, ranging from ancient scriptures to liturgical
documents, require specific approaches to ensure accuracy and to acknowledge
their unique status within their respective traditions. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides guidelines that, while general, can be adapted with careful
consideration for the particularities of each text.

The Bible and Other Canonical Scriptures

When citing the Bible, scholars typically follow a convention that includes
the book, chapter, and verse. For example, Genesis 1:1 would be cited as
such. For commonly used translations, the translation name might be included
in the first citation (e.g., Gen. 1:1 [New Revised Standard Version]), but
subsequent citations can often omit it if the translation is clear from the
context or a note in the introduction. When discussing specific versions or
scholarly editions, full bibliographic details should be provided in the
bibliography.

For other canonical scriptures like the Quran, the citation format usually
includes the surah number and verse number (e.g., Quran 2:10). Similarly, for
texts like the Bhagavad Gita, citations would reference the chapter and



verse. The key is to use a consistently recognized system for each scripture,
often guided by existing scholarship within that specific religious
tradition. Consulting established works in the field can provide valuable
examples for how to format these citations appropriately.

Ancient Religious Texts (e.g., Talmud, Quran, Vedas)

Citing ancient religious texts that are not part of the Abrahamic canon
requires careful attention to scholarly conventions. For the Talmud,
citations typically include the tractate, folio (daf), and side (amud) (e.g.,
Bavli Berakhot 5a). For the Vedas, citations might involve the mandala,
sukta, and mantra. The critical aspect is to ensure that the citation allows
another scholar to precisely locate the passage in a standard, widely
available edition of the text.

It is also important to consider how these texts are commonly referred to in
secondary scholarship. If a particular scholarly edition has become the
standard, citing that edition in the bibliography and using its pagination in
notes is advisable. When transliterating terms or names from these languages,
consistency and adherence to established transliteration schemes are
essential. The Chicago Manual of Style offers guidance on transliteration,
but consulting specialized guides for specific languages might also be
beneficial.

Liturgy and Prayer Books

Citing liturgical texts and prayer books can be challenging due to their
varied structures and communal use. When referencing a specific prayer or
ritual, it is important to identify the source clearly. This might involve
citing the name of the liturgy or prayer book, the section within it, and the
specific prayer if applicable. For example, "The Kyrie from the Roman Missal,
Second Eucharistic Prayer."

If you are referencing a particular edition of a prayer book, ensure that
this edition is fully detailed in your bibliography. In footnotes or
endnotes, a concise reference sufficient for identification is usually
adequate. For instance, "Missa Romana, 'Gloria.'" The goal is to provide
enough information for a reader to find the specific text you are engaging
with, even if the original source is not a published scholarly work in the
traditional sense.

Citing Secondary Sources in Religious
Scholarship



Secondary sources form the backbone of academic discourse, providing context,
analysis, and critical engagement with primary material. The Chicago Manual
of Style offers detailed guidelines for citing these works, which are crucial
for demonstrating your engagement with existing scholarship and giving credit
to other researchers.

Books and Book Chapters

When citing a book, the Chicago Manual of Style requires specific information
including the author's full name, the book's full title, publication
information (city, publisher, year), and page numbers for direct quotations
or specific references. For example:

Karen Armstrong, A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam (New York: Ballantine Books, 1993), 75.

For book chapters, the author of the chapter, the chapter title, the editor
of the book (if applicable), the book title, publication information, and
page numbers are all necessary. For instance:

Mark R. Schwehn, "Pilgrimage and the American Religious Imagination," in The
Cambridge Companion to American Religious History, ed. John Patrick O'Malley
and Michael J. Lacey (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 101-115.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires the author's name, the article title, the
journal title, the volume and issue number, the year of publication, and the
page numbers. For example:

David E. Van Zanten, "Lutheranism in America: A History," Journal of American
History 85, no. 3 (1998): 987-1012.

When using the notes-bibliography system, the full citation appears in the
bibliography, and a shortened version often suffices in footnotes or endnotes
after the first full citation. This shortened form typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses, whether published or unpublished, require specific
citation formats. For an unpublished dissertation, you would typically
include the author's name, the dissertation title, the degree sought, the
university, and the year of completion. For example:



Sarah E. Johnson, "The Evolution of Sufi Practices in Medieval Andalusia"
(PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2019), 45.

If the dissertation has been published by a university press or made
available through a database like ProQuest, you would include that
publication information accordingly.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online resources requires providing the author or organization
responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the website name,
the publication date or last updated date, and a stable URL. If no
publication date is available, the access date should be included. For
example:

Pew Research Center, "Religious Landscape Study," last modified October 26,
2023, https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/religious-landscape-study/.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes the importance of providing enough
information for the reader to retrieve the content. This can be particularly
important for online resources, which may change or disappear over time.

Special Considerations for Religious
Scholarship

Religious scholarship often involves engagement with specific terminology,
languages, and traditions that require careful handling within a citation
system. The Chicago Manual of Style provides general principles, but scholars
must adapt them with sensitivity and precision to their subject matter.

Transliteration and Original Language Terms

When engaging with texts in original languages or discussing terms that do
not have direct English equivalents, proper transliteration is crucial. The
Chicago Manual of Style offers a system for transliterating many languages,
but it is also important to be aware of and adhere to the established
conventions within your specific field of religious study. For instance, the
transliteration of Hebrew or Arabic terms might follow specific scholarly
norms. Always ensure consistency in your chosen transliteration system
throughout your work.

It is also advisable to provide a glossary for extensive use of
transliterated terms or specialized vocabulary, particularly if your audience
may not be familiar with them. Including the original language term in



parentheses after its first use in transliteration is also a common practice
that enhances clarity for readers.

Attribution of Religious Figures and Traditions

Accurate attribution of theological ideas, historical events, or ritual
practices to specific religious figures or traditions is essential. This
involves not only citing the sources where you found this information but
also clearly and respectfully identifying the tradition or figure to whom the
idea or practice belongs. Misattribution can lead to significant
misunderstandings and scholarly inaccuracies.

When referring to denominations, movements, or schools of thought within a
religion, use their established names and adhere to standard capitalization
rules as outlined by CMOS. For example, distinguishing between "Orthodox
Judaism" and "Reform Judaism."

Citing Unpublished or Archival Materials

Religious scholarship frequently draws upon unpublished manuscripts, archival
documents, personal papers, and oral histories. Citing these materials
requires a clear description of the item, its collection, the archive or
repository where it is housed, and its specific location within that
repository (e.g., box number, folder number). For example:

Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, MS lat. 74, fol. 12r, Bibliothèque Nationale
de France, Paris.

When citing oral history interviews, include the interviewee's name, the
interviewer's name, the date of the interview, and the location or archive
where the recording is preserved. This level of detail ensures that other
researchers can locate and examine the primary sources themselves.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Religious Studies

The Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography system offers the choice
between footnotes and endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page
where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the
chapter or the entire work. For religious scholarship, the choice often
depends on personal preference and the specific demands of the research.

Footnotes can be particularly useful for providing detailed explanations or
digressions that would interrupt the flow of the main text but are
nonetheless important for the argument. They are also convenient for readers,
as they are immediately accessible on the same page. However, lengthy



footnotes can sometimes disrupt the visual appeal and readability of a page.

Endnotes, on the other hand, keep the main text cleaner and more focused.
They are a good option for works with extensive citation requirements.
Readers then consult the endnotes section to find the relevant references.
The key is to be consistent throughout your work, whether you choose
footnotes or endnotes.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the complexities of the Chicago citation guide for religious
scholarship can present challenges, but understanding common pitfalls and
adopting best practices can greatly streamline the process. One frequent
issue is inconsistency in citation format, particularly when dealing with a
diverse range of primary religious texts and modern secondary sources. It is
crucial to establish a consistent approach from the outset and to
meticulously proofread for errors.

Another common pitfall is inadequate description of primary religious texts,
leading to ambiguity for the reader. Always strive to provide sufficient
information for precise identification, including specific editions or
manuscript details where relevant. When in doubt, err on the side of
providing more information rather than less.

Best practices include consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style for
definitive guidance, as well as specialized guides for specific religious
traditions or languages if available. Familiarizing yourself with how
established scholars in your field cite their sources can also be invaluable.
Finally, the use of citation management software can help maintain accuracy
and consistency, especially in large projects.

FAQ

Q: What is the most common citation system used in
religious scholarship with Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system, utilizing footnotes or endnotes, is
generally the most common and preferred system for religious scholarship when
using the Chicago Manual of Style. This is largely due to its effectiveness
in handling extensive primary source citations and detailed explanatory
notes.



Q: How do I cite a specific verse from the Quran
using the Chicago citation guide for religious
scholarship?
A: When citing the Quran, you typically follow the format of Surah number and
verse number. For example, "Quran 2:10" refers to the tenth verse of the
second Surah. It's important to be consistent with the edition or translation
you are using, and to mention it in your first citation or bibliography.

Q: What is the best way to cite the Talmud in a
Chicago-style paper on religious scholarship?
A: Citing the Talmud usually involves referencing the tractate, the folio
(daf), and the side (amud). For instance, "Bavli Berakhot 5a" indicates the
fifth folio, side 'a', of the tractate Berakhot in the Babylonian Talmud.
Ensuring you use a standard, widely accepted scholarly edition is crucial.

Q: When citing the Bible, should I always include
the translation name in the citation?
A: For the first citation of a biblical passage, it is good practice to
include the translation name (e.g., "Gen. 1:1 [New Revised Standard
Version]"). In subsequent citations within the same work, if the translation
is clear from the context or a general note, you may omit the translation
name for brevity.

Q: How does the Chicago citation guide for religious
scholarship handle transliteration of terms from
Hebrew or Arabic?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style provides general guidelines for
transliteration. However, for religious scholarship, it is often recommended
to adhere to the established transliteration conventions within the specific
academic field studying Hebrew or Arabic religious texts to ensure scholarly
recognition and consistency.

Q: Can I use online encyclopedias of religion, like
Encyclopedia Britannica, in my Chicago-style
religious scholarship?
A: Yes, you can cite online encyclopedias, but it's important to do so
correctly according to Chicago style. This involves including the author (if
any), the article title, the encyclopedia name, the publication or last
updated date, and the URL. However, relying heavily on them might be less



desirable than citing peer-reviewed scholarly works or primary texts for in-
depth research.

Q: What are the key differences between citing
classical philosophical texts and primary religious
texts in Chicago style?
A: While both require careful attribution, primary religious texts often have
unique citation conventions based on their internal structure (e.g.,
Surah/verse for Quran, book/chapter/verse for Bible, tractate/folio for
Talmud). Classical philosophical texts might be cited more conventionally by
work, book, section, or fragment number, depending on the philosopher and the
edition.

Q: How should I cite a sermon or a religious speech
in Chicago style for religious scholarship?
A: Citing a sermon or speech would typically include the speaker's name, the
title of the sermon (if any), the date it was delivered or published, and its
location (e.g., the name of the institution where it was given, or if it was
published online or in print). If it's an unpublished manuscript or
recording, provide details of its archive or repository.
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