chicago citation footnote examples

Chicago Citation Footnote Examples: A Comprehensive Guide for Academic and Professional Writing

chicago citation footnote examples are crucial for anyone navigating academic research, professional
writing, or any field that demands rigorous sourcing and attribution. This guide delves deep into the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style's footnote and endnote system, providing clear, actionable
examples for various source types. Understanding these citation formats ensures academic integrity,
allows readers to verify your sources, and strengthens the credibility of your work. We will explore how
to cite books, articles, websites, and even less common sources, ensuring you can confidently apply
these principles to your own writing projects. Mastering Chicago style footnotes is not just about

following rules; it's about clear communication and scholarly responsibility.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes-Bibliography
(NB) system, which uses footnotes or endnotes, and the Author-Date system. This article focuses

exclusively on the NB system, commonly employed in the humanities, arts, and history. The core



principle of the footnote system is to provide detailed source information directly within the text,
typically at the bottom of the page, keyed to a superscript number corresponding to the citation within
the body of your work. This immediate accessibility allows readers to easily locate the source of a
specific piece of information without disrupting the flow of the narrative. Unlike parenthetical citations,
which can sometimes interrupt sentences, footnotes offer a more discreet yet readily available means

of referencing. They are indispensable for scholarly work where precise attribution is paramount.

The primary purpose of a footnote is twofold: to give credit to the original author and to allow your
readers to locate the source themselves. This not only prevents plagiarism but also adds authority to
your arguments by demonstrating that they are grounded in solid research. When you quote,
paraphrase, or summarize information from another source, a footnote is required. The level of detail
in a footnote can vary, but the initial citation for any given source should be comprehensive.
Subsequent references to the same source can be abbreviated, a feature that helps maintain
conciseness without sacrificing clarity. Familiarity with the structure and content of these citations is a

hallmark of effective academic writing.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Footnote

Regardless of the source type, a Chicago style footnote generally includes several key pieces of
information to fully identify the source. These components work together to create a clear and
unambiguous reference. The order and punctuation of these elements are specific to Chicago style
and must be followed precisely to ensure accuracy and consistency. Missing or incorrectly formatted

information can render a citation incomplete and less useful for your readers.

Author's Name

For a footnote, the author's name is typically presented in first name, last name format, unlike the
bibliography where it's last name, first name. For example, "Jane Austen" rather than "Austen, Jane." If

there are multiple authors, the first author's name is usually in first name, last name order, and



subsequent authors are also presented this way. However, for more than two or three authors, it's
common to list the first author followed by "et al." (and others), especially in subsequent footnotes,

though the first note should ideally list all authors.

Title of the Work

The title of the book, article, or other work being cited is italicized. If the work is part of a larger
collection, such as an article in a journal or a chapter in an edited book, the title of the smaller work is
enclosed in quotation marks, and the title of the larger work is italicized. This distinction is crucial for

navigating the hierarchy of published materials.

Publication Information

This includes details like the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication for books. For
articles, it includes the journal name, volume number, issue number, and date. For online sources, this
might include the website name, publication date (if available), and a URL or DOI. The accuracy of this

information is paramount for source verification.

Page Number(s)

This is a critical component of the footnote, indicating the exact location within the source where the
cited information can be found. For direct quotations, the specific page number is essential. For
paraphrased or summarized information, a page range or even a specific page might still be

appropriate depending on the context and the extent of the material being referenced.

Chicago Citation Footnote Examples for Books

Citing books is a fundamental skill in academic writing, and Chicago style provides clear guidelines for



various book formats. The initial footnote for a book should be comprehensive, offering all necessary

details for identification. Subsequent references can be shortened.

Single-Author Book

For the first reference to a single-author book, the format is as follows:

Footnote Example: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 45.

In this example, "1" is the footnote number. The author's name is given in first name, last name
format. The title of the book, Pride and Prejudice, is italicized. The publication information includes the
place of publication (New York), the publisher (Penguin Classics), and the year of publication (2003).
Finally, "45" indicates the specific page number. This format provides all essential information for

locating the source.

Book with Two or Three Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all names are included in the first footnote. The first author's

name is presented in the standard first name, last name order.

Footnote Example: 2. John Smith and Alice Johnson, The Art of Argumentation (London:

Academic Press, 2010), 112.

Footnote Example: 3. Robert Lee, Mary Chen, and David Kim, Global Economic Trends

(Singapore: University Press, 2018), 78.



Notice how the names are listed in the order they appear on the title page. The subsequent publication

details follow the same pattern as a single-author book.

Edited Book

Citing an edited book requires indicating the editor(s) in addition to the title and publication details. The

editor's name is usually preceded by "ed." or "eds.".

Footnote Example: 4. Michael Brown, ed., Readings in Modern Philosophy (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2015), 201.

If you are citing a specific chapter within an edited book, the format changes slightly to include the

chapter title and the editors.

Footnote Example: 5. Sarah Miller, "The Evolution of Democracy," in Political Science Today, ed.

James Wilson and Emily Davis (Boston: Pearson, 2017), 88.

Here, the chapter title is in quotation marks, followed by "in," then the title of the edited volume in

italics, and finally the editors' names and publication details.

Chicago Citation Footnote Examples for Periodical Articles

Journal articles and magazine articles are common sources in academic research. Chicago style offers

specific formats for these, ensuring clarity regarding the publication where the article appeared.



Journal Article with One Author

For a journal article, the author's name is followed by the article title (in quotation marks), the journal

title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the publication date, along with the page number(s).

Footnote Example: 6. Emily Rodriguez, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse,"

Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2019): 150.

Key elements here are the article title in quotes, the journal title in italics, and the volume and issue

numbers. The date and page number complete the citation.

Journal Article with Multiple Authors

Similar to books, articles with two or three authors list all names. For more than three authors, the first

author is listed followed by "et al.".

Footnote Example: 7. David Lee, Sarah Chen, and Michael Wong, "Sustainable Urban Planning

Strategies," Urban Studies Quarterly 30, no. 4 (Winter 2020): 320.

Magazine Article

Magazine articles are cited similarly to journal articles but usually include the full date of the issue

(month and day, if applicable).

Footnote Example: 8. Jessica Patel, "The Future of Renewable Energy," National Geographic,



October 2021, 55.

Note that magazine titles are italicized, and the article title is in quotation marks. The date is presented

as month year.

Chicago Citation Footnote Examples for Online Sources

The proliferation of online resources necessitates clear guidelines for citing them. Chicago style adapts

to the digital landscape, requiring specific information to ensure sources can be accessed and verified.

Website with No Author

When citing a webpage with no clearly identifiable author, you begin with the title of the specific page

or article, followed by the website name, and then the publication date (if available) and a URL.

Footnote Example: 9. "Understanding Climate Change," NASA Climate, last modified November

10, 2022, https://climate.nasa.gov/understanding-climate-change/.

It's important to use the most specific information available, including modification dates if provided.

Website with Author

If an author is listed for a webpage, include their name as you would for other sources.

Footnote Example: 10. Emily Carter, "The Benefits of Mindfulness," Psychology Today, May 15,



2023, https://www.psychologytoday.com/benefits-of-mindfulness.

Online Journal Article (with DOI)

When citing an online journal article that has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it's preferred over a URL

if available, as DOlIs are stable persistent identifiers.

Footnote Example: 11. Robert Johnson, "Al in Healthcare," Journal of Medical Informatics 12,

no. 1 (2021): 75, doi:10.1097/JMI.0000000000001234.

The DOl is typically appended at the end of the citation.

Online Journal Article (without DOI, with URL)

If a DOI is not available, a URL is used to provide access to the online article. Ensure the URL is

stable and leads directly to the source.

Footnote Example: 12. Maria Garcia, "The Impact of Globalization on Local Economies,"
International Economic Review 35, no. 3 (September 2022): 410,

https://www.ier.com/articles/globalization-impact.

Citing Other Types of Sources with Chicago Footnotes



Beyond books and articles, Chicago style provides formats for a wide array of source materials,

ensuring comprehensive referencing for all your research needs.

Newspaper Article

Newspaper articles are cited with the author's name (if available), article title in quotation marks,

newspaper title in italics, and the full date, followed by the page number.

Footnote Example: 13. David Chen, "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws," Chicago
Tribune, June 20, 2023, A1.

The page number format for newspapers can vary, but often includes the section letter.

Book Review

A book review is cited by the reviewer's name, followed by the title of the review (if it has one), then

the word "review of" and the book's title and author.

Footnote Example: 14. Emily Foster, "A Nuanced Exploration," review of The Silent Observer by

Thomas Green, The New York Times Book Review, May 28, 2023, BR10.

Dissertation or Thesis

When citing a dissertation or thesis, include the author's name, the title of the work in italics, the type

of work (e.g., PhD diss., MA thesis), the institution, and the year.



Footnote Example: 15. Samuel Brown, The Social Determinants of Health in Urban Communities

(PhD diss., University of Michigan, 2022).

If it's an online dissertation, include the database or repository and accession number or URL.

Government Document

Citing government documents can be complex, but generally involves identifying the issuing agency,

the title of the document, and publication details.

Footnote Example: 16. United States, Congressional Budget Office, The Economic Outlook for

2023 (Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office, 2023), 35.

The First Reference Footnote vs. Subsequent References

A key aspect of Chicago style footnotes is the distinction between the first time a source is cited and

any subsequent citations. This system streamlines your writing and avoids excessive repetition.

First Reference

The first time you cite a particular source, you must provide a full, descriptive citation. This allows
readers to identify the source completely and locate it without ambiguity. All the essential
components—author, title, publication information, and page number—are included in this initial note. It

serves as the most detailed reference for that specific source within your paper.



Subsequent References

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source can be shortened. The most
common format uses the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number.
For very well-known or frequently cited sources, a simple "Author, page number" format might suffice.

The goal is to be concise while still clearly identifying the source.

Subsequent Reference Example: 17. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 102.

Subsequent Reference Example (for a very frequently cited source): 18. Austen, 125.

The specific rules for shortened notes can be found in the Chicago Manual of Style, but the principle is

always clarity and brevity.

Converting Footnotes to a Bibliography

While footnotes provide immediate reference within the text, a bibliography at the end of your paper
offers a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited. The bibliography entries are
alphabetized by author's last name and follow slightly different formatting conventions than footnotes,

most notably the author's name being inverted (last name, first name).

The bibliography should include all sources that appear in your footnotes. However, it may also include
sources that you consulted but did not directly cite in your text, depending on the specific requirements
of your assignment or publication. This comprehensive list allows readers to explore your research
further and understand the breadth of your investigation. The conversion process involves taking the
information from your full footnotes and reformatting it according to the Chicago bibliography style

guide. This ensures consistency throughout your scholarly work.



For example, a footnote entry like: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics,

2003), 45. would appear in the bibliography as: Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. New York: Penguin
Classics, 2003. The inverted author's name, the lack of a specific page number (unless citing an entire
book), and the use of periods instead of commas for certain elements are characteristic of bibliography

entries.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago footnote and an

endnote?

A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, usually on a separate

page before the bibliography. Both use sequential numbering to link them to the text.

Q: When should | use a Chicago style footnote instead of the Author-

Date system?

A: The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system, which uses footnotes or endnotes, is traditionally favored in
the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. The Author-Date system is more common in
the social sciences and natural sciences. Choose the system that aligns with your field or the

guidelines provided by your instructor or publisher.

Q: Do | need to cite common knowledge in Chicago style footnotes?

A: No, you generally do not need to cite "common knowledge." This refers to facts that are widely
known and accepted within a particular field or by the general public. However, if you are unsure

whether something constitutes common knowledge, it is always safer to cite your source.



Q: What happens if | cite the same source multiple times in quick

succession?

A: If you cite the same source multiple times consecutively without citing any other sources in
between, Chicago style typically allows you to use the Latin abbreviation "Ibid." (meaning "in the same
place") followed by the page number if it's different. If the page number is the same, just "Ibid." is

sufficient. For example: 19. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 78. 20. Ibid., 80. 21. Ibid.

Q: How do I cite a translated work in Chicago style footnotes?

A: When citing a translated work, you should include the translator's name. The initial footnote will
include the original author, the title of the work, the translator's name (often preceded by "trans."), and
the publication information. For example: 22. Homer, The Odyssey, trans. Emily Wilson (New York: W.

W. Norton & Company, 2017), 15.

Q: Is it ever acceptable to use a URL instead of a DOI for online

sources in Chicago style?

A: Yes, if a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is not available for an online article or resource, a URL is
used. However, it's always best to use the DOI if one is provided, as DOIs are more stable and

permanent than URLs, which can change or become broken over time.

Q: What is the correct punctuation for a Chicago footnote citation?

A: Punctuation in Chicago style footnotes is specific. Generally, commas are used to separate
elements within the author and publication information, and periods conclude the citation. Titles of
books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are in quotation marks. Pay close

attention to the precise placement of commas, periods, and parentheses as shown in the examples.
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