
chicago citation examples for titles
with no subtitles
Navigating Chicago Citation Examples for Titles Without Subtitles

chicago citation examples for titles with no subtitles are a common point of
inquiry for students, researchers, and academics working with the Chicago
Manual of Style. This guide aims to demystify the process of citing works
that lack secondary titles, providing clear, comprehensive examples and
explanations. Understanding these nuances is crucial for academic integrity
and for ensuring your bibliography or notes accurately reflect your sources.
We will cover a range of source types, including books, articles, and other
media, demonstrating how to format Chicago style citations when a subtitle is
absent.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Basics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely used citation style,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two primary
systems: notes-and-bibliography and author-date. While the core principles of
citation remain consistent, the specific formatting can vary slightly between
these two systems. This article will primarily focus on examples relevant to
the notes-and-bibliography system, as it is more frequently encountered in
traditional academic writing, but the principles for titles without subtitles
are largely transferable.

The fundamental purpose of any citation system is to allow readers to locate
the original source of information. This involves providing sufficient
bibliographical data for identification and retrieval. When a work possesses
a subtitle, it often clarifies the scope or specific focus of the main title,
making it an integral part of the work’s full identification. However, when
this secondary title is absent, the primary title becomes even more critical,
and its accurate representation in your citation is paramount.



Citing Books with No Subtitles

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic work, and the absence of a subtitle
requires careful attention to the main title. The goal is to present the
title clearly and accurately, ensuring it stands out from other
bibliographical information.

Books in Notes and Bibliography System

In the notes-and-bibliography system, a book citation in a footnote or
endnote, and subsequently in the bibliography, follows a specific structure.
The title of the book is typically italicized.

Footnote/Endnote Example for a Book

For a book with a single, main title, the footnote or endnote would present
the author’s name, followed by the italicized title, place of publication,
publisher, and year of publication. For instance, if you are citing a
foundational text like Aristotle's Poetics, and it has no subtitle, the
citation would look like this:

1. Aristotle, Poetics, trans. S. H. Butcher (New York: Dover Publications,
1997).

Bibliography Example for a Book

The bibliography entry for the same book would follow a similar format, but
the author’s last name would come first, followed by a period, and the
publication details would be presented in a slightly more condensed manner,
often without parentheses around the publication information.

Aristotle. Poetics. Translated by S. H. Butcher. New York: Dover
Publications, 1997.

Books in Author-Date System

While the focus is on notes-and-bibliography, it's useful to note the author-
date system's approach. In this system, the book title remains italicized.
The primary difference lies in the placement of the publication year, which
follows the author’s name.

In-Text Citation Example for a Book

For a book without a subtitle in the author-date system, the in-text citation
would include the author’s last name and the year of publication.



(Aristotle 1997)

Reference List Example for a Book

The reference list entry would include the author, year, italicized title,
and publication details.

Aristotle. 1997. Poetics. Translated by S. H. Butcher. New York: Dover
Publications.

Citing Articles with No Subtitles

Journal articles, magazine articles, and newspaper articles also commonly
appear without subtitles. The principle remains the same: accurately
represent the title as it appears in the publication.

Journal Articles

Journal article titles are typically enclosed in quotation marks in the
notes-and-bibliography system. When there is no subtitle, the quoted title
stands alone before the journal’s name.

Footnote/Endnote Example for a Journal Article

Consider an article titled "The Nature of Sound." The citation would be:

2. John Smith, "The Nature of Sound," Journal of Acoustics 15, no. 3 (2023):
112.

Bibliography Example for a Journal Article

The bibliography entry would be:

Smith, John. "The Nature of Sound." Journal of Acoustics 15, no. 3 (2023):
110–25.

Magazine and Newspaper Articles

Magazine and newspaper article titles also use quotation marks. The key
difference from journal articles is often the frequency of publication and
the inclusion of issue numbers for journals.



Footnote/Endnote Example for a Magazine Article

If you cite a magazine article titled "Urban Exploration," the citation would
be:

3. Jane Doe, "Urban Exploration," City Life Magazine, April 2023, 45.

Bibliography Example for a Magazine Article

The corresponding bibliography entry:

Doe, Jane. "Urban Exploration." City Life Magazine, April 2023, 45.

Citing Other Media with No Subtitles

Beyond print, Chicago style also covers a vast array of other media. The
principle of accurately representing the title without a subtitle continues
to apply.

Websites and Webpages

For webpages without a distinct subtitle, the main title of the page is
cited. The formatting will depend on whether it's a standalone page or part
of a larger website.

Footnote/Endnote Example for a Webpage

Citing a webpage titled "Historical Architecture," the citation might be:

4. "Historical Architecture," National Trust for Historic Preservation,
accessed April 15, 2023,
https://www.nationaltrust.org/historical-architecture.

Bibliography Example for a Webpage

The bibliography entry:

"Historical Architecture." National Trust for Historic Preservation. Accessed
April 15, 2023. https://www.nationaltrust.org/historical-architecture.

Films and Television Episodes

When citing films or individual television episodes that do not have a
subtitle, the main title is used.



Footnote/Endnote Example for a Film

If you are citing the film Citizen Kane, the footnote would be:

5. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles, RKO Radio Pictures, 1941.

Bibliography Example for a Film

The bibliography entry:

Citizen Kane. Directed by Orson Welles. RKO Radio Pictures, 1941.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Several common mistakes can arise when citing works without subtitles. One of
the most frequent is misinterpreting what constitutes a subtitle versus a
chapter title or a section heading. Subtitles typically appear on the title
page of a book, immediately following the main title, and are often separated
by a colon or semicolon. Always consult the source's title page for the most
accurate representation of its title.

Another pitfall is inconsistent application of italics or quotation marks.
Remember that book titles are italicized, while article titles (from
journals, magazines, newspapers) are placed in quotation marks. Pay close
attention to the specific guidelines for each source type and the Chicago
Manual of Style edition you are adhering to.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than
less. Ensure that the author, title, publisher, and publication date are all
accounted for as per the CMOS guidelines. Consulting the official Chicago
Manual of Style manual or reputable online resources specifically dedicated
to Chicago style is always recommended for complex or unusual cases. Double-
checking your citations before submission can save significant academic
credibilty.

The Importance of Title Accuracy

The accuracy of the title is not merely an aesthetic concern; it is
fundamental to the integrity of your research. A precisely rendered title
ensures that your readers can locate the exact source you consulted. If a
work has a single, unadorned title, it is your responsibility to reproduce it
faithfully. This includes any capitalization, punctuation, or special
characters present in the original.

Consistency Across Citation Types

Consistency is key in academic writing. Whether you are using footnotes,
endnotes, or in-text citations, the way you format the title of a work



without a subtitle should be uniform throughout your document. This applies
to both the notes and the bibliography or reference list. A lack of
consistency can confuse your readers and detract from the professionalism of
your work.

Consulting the Latest Edition of CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated to reflect evolving
publishing practices and new technologies. It is crucial to refer to the most
current edition of the manual for the definitive guidelines. While the core
principles for citing titles without subtitles remain relatively stable,
minor adjustments or clarifications can occur. Staying current ensures your
citations are compliant with the latest academic standards.

FAQ

Q: How do I format the title of a book without a
subtitle in a Chicago-style footnote?
A: In a Chicago-style footnote, the title of a book without a subtitle is
italicized, followed by the publication details. For example: 1. Author Last
Name, Book Title (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

Q: What is the difference in formatting a book title
with and without a subtitle in a Chicago
bibliography?
A: The primary difference is that a subtitle, if present, would follow the
main title, often separated by a colon. When there is no subtitle, the
italicized main title stands alone. The author’s last name is followed by a
period, then the italicized title, followed by publication information.

Q: Are there special rules for citing a chapter
title that has no subtitle in Chicago style?
A: Chapter titles in Chicago style are typically enclosed in quotation marks
and are not italicized. If a chapter title has no subtitle, it is presented
directly within the quotation marks, followed by the book title (italicized)
in which it appears.

Q: How should I cite a webpage with a long main
title but no subtitle in Chicago style?
A: A webpage title without a subtitle is enclosed in quotation marks. If it's
a standalone page or a specific article within a larger website, you would



cite the page title, followed by the website name, access date, and URL.

Q: When citing a magazine article with no subtitle
in Chicago style, should the title be italicized or
in quotation marks?
A: Magazine article titles in Chicago style are enclosed in quotation marks.
They are not italicized. The magazine's name, however, would be italicized.

Q: What if a creative work, like a painting, has a
title but no subtitle? How is it cited in Chicago
style?
A: Titles of creative works like paintings are typically italicized in
Chicago style. If a painting has a title but no subtitle, you would present
the italicized title along with information about the artist, date, and
location where it is housed.

Q: Can I abbreviate titles in Chicago citations if
they are very long and have no subtitle?
A: Generally, Chicago style advises against abbreviating titles unless
specifically instructed to do so by your instructor or publisher. It is best
to present the full title as it appears on the source to ensure clarity and
retrievability for your readers.
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