chicago citation examples

Chicago citation examples are crucial for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This comprehensive guide
delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style, offering clear
and detailed examples for various source types. We will explore both the
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, providing practical illustrations
for commonly encountered materials such as books, journal articles, websites,
and more. Understanding these citation examples is fundamental for students,
researchers, and anyone submitting work that requires adherence to academic
standards, thereby enhancing the credibility and integrity of your research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and extensively used
style guide in academic publishing. It offers comprehensive guidelines on
writing, editing, and citation, providing two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both systems aim to
ensure that readers can easily locate the original sources of information,
thereby promoting scholarly rigor and intellectual honesty.

The choice between the two systems often depends on the specific discipline
or the requirements of the publication. The Notes-Bibliography system is more
common in the humanities, using footnotes or endnotes to cite sources and a
bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system, favored in the
sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and a
reference list. Regardless of the chosen system, meticulous attention to
detail in formatting Chicago citation examples is paramount.

Chicago Citation: The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered



footnotes or endnotes within the text to acknowledge sources. Each note
typically contains full publication details the first time a source is cited,
with subsequent citations of the same source often shortened. This system
allows for more extensive commentary or digressions within the notes
themselves, which can be beneficial for certain types of academic writing.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. When citing a source for
the first time, the note should include all necessary publication
information, such as author's full name, title of the work, publication
details (city, publisher, year), and page number(s). For subsequent citations
of the same source, a shortened form is used, typically including the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style

Following the endnotes, a bibliography is presented, listing all sources
cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. Unlike
the notes, the bibliography provides complete publication information for
each entry. The format for bibliography entries differs slightly from the
notes, most notably in the ordering of the author's name (last name first)
and the punctuation used.

Chicago Citation: The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, as the name suggests, relies on brief in-text
citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication,
enclosed in parentheses. This system is generally considered more streamlined
for disciplines that frequently cite numerous sources within the text, such
as scientific papers. The corresponding reference list at the end of the work
provides full publication details for all cited sources.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

When using the Author-Date system, a citation within the text typically looks
like this: (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For example, (Smith 2020,
45). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and
page number are needed: Smith's research indicates that (2020, 45).



The Reference List in Chicago Style

The reference list, appearing at the end of the document, contains full
bibliographic information for every source cited in the text. Entries are
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. The format for each entry
closely mirrors that of the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography systenm,
with the author's last name appearing first, followed by the first name, then
the publication details.

Common Source Types and Chicago Citation
Examples

Mastering Chicago citation examples involves understanding how to format
different types of sources. The specific elements required and their order
can vary significantly. Below are detailed examples for some of the most
frequently encountered materials.

Chicago Citation Examples for Books

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of academic writing. The Chicago Manual
of Style provides clear guidelines for both single-author and multi-author
works, as well as edited volumes and books with no author.

Single-Author Book (Notes-Bibliography System)

e Note: John Smith, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2021), 112.

e Bibliography: Smith, John. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2021.

Single-Author Book (Author-Date System)

e In-Text: (Smith 2021, 112)

e Reference List: Smith, John. 2021. The History of Citation Styles.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.



Book with Two Authors

* Note: Jane Doe and Peter Jones, Understanding Academic Writing (New
York: Penguin Books, 2019), 78.

e Bibliography: Doe, Jane, and Peter Jones. Understanding Academic
Writing. New York: Penguin Books, 2019.

e In-Text (Author-Date): (Doe and Jones 2019, 78)

e Reference List (Author-Date): Doe, Jane, and Peter Jones. 2019.
Understanding Academic Writing. New York: Penguin Books.

Edited Book

e Note: Mary Green, ed., Essays on Modern Literature (London: Oxford
University Press, 2022), 25.

e Bibliography: Green, Mary, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. London:
Oxford University Press, 2022.

e In-Text (Author-Date): (Green 2022, 25)

» Reference List (Author-Date): Green, Mary, ed. 2022. Essays on Modern
Literature. London: Oxford University Press.

Chicago Citation Examples for Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple of academic research. Accurate citation of
these sources is essential for tracing the lineage of scholarly ideas.

Journal Article with One Author (Notes-Bibliography
System)

e Note: Alice Brown, "The Evolution of Digital Media," Journal of



Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2020): 155.

e Bibliography: Brown, Alice. "The Evolution of Digital Media." Journal of
Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2020): 150-165.

Journal Article with One Author (Author-Date System)

e In-Text: (Brown 2020, 155)

* Reference List: Brown, Alice. 2020. "The Evolution of Digital Media."
Journal of Communication Studies 45 (2): 150-165.

Journal Article with DOI

When a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available, it should be included as
it provides a persistent link to the article.

e Note: Charles White, "AI in Education," Educational Technology Review
18, no. 1 (2023): 30, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/etr.2023.18.1.30.

e Bibliography: White, Charles. "AI in Education." Educational Technology
Review 18, no. 1 (2023): 25-40.
https://doi.org/10.xxxx/etr.2023.18.1.30.

e In-Text (Author-Date): (White 2023, 30)

e Reference List (Author-Date): White, Charles. 2023. "AI in Education."
Educational Technology Review 18 (1): 25-40.
https://doi.org/10.xxxx/etr.2023.18.1.30.

Chicago Citation Examples for Websites and
Online Sources
The internet has become a vast repository of information, and citing online

sources accurately is crucial. Chicago style provides guidelines for various
web content, including articles, pages, and entire websites.



Web Page with Author (Notes-Bibliography System)

e Note: Sarah Black, "The Importance of Digital Literacy," Tech Insights
Today, last modified October 26, 2023,
https://www.techinsightstoday.com/digital-literacy.

e Bibliography: Black, Sarah. "The Importance of Digital Literacy." Tech

Insights Today. Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.techinsightstoday.com/digital-literacy.

Web Page with Author (Author-Date System)

e In-Text: (Black 2023)
» Reference List: Black, Sarah. 2023. "The Importance of Digital

Literacy." Tech Insights Today. Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.techinsightstoday.com/digital-literacy.

Website with No Author

Note: National Archives, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.archives.gov/.

Bibliography: National Archives. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.archives.gov/.

In-Text (Author-Date): (National Archives 2023)

Reference List (Author-Date): National Archives. 2023. Accessed November
15, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/.

Chicago Citation Examples for Other Sources

Beyond books and articles, academic work may draw on a variety of other
materials, each requiring specific citation formats.



Newspaper Article

Note: Emily Davis, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago
Tribune, November 10, 2023.

Bibliography: Davis, Emily. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws."
Chicago Tribune, November 10, 2023.

In-Text (Author-Date): (Davis 2023)

Reference List (Author-Date): Davis, Emily. 2023. "City Council Debates
New Zoning Laws." Chicago Tribune, November 10.

Book Review

e Note: Robert Miller, review of The Future of Work, by Anna Lee, Literary
Review Quarterly 30, no. 4 (2022): 95-97.

e Bibliography: Miller, Robert. Review of The Future of Work, by Anna Lee.
Literary Review Quarterly 30, no. 4 (2022): 95-97.

e In-Text (Author-Date): (Miller 2022, 96)

e Reference List (Author-Date): Miller, Robert. 2022. Review of The Future
of Work, by Anna Lee. Literary Review Quarterly 30 (4): 95-97.

Dissertation or Thesis

e Note: Michael Green, "A Study of Renewable Energy Policy" (PhD diss.,
University of Illinois, 2018), 210.

e Bibliography: Green, Michael. "A Study of Renewable Energy Policy." PhD
diss., University of Illinois, 2018.

e In-Text (Author-Date): (Green 2018, 210)

e Reference List (Author-Date): Green, Michael. 2018. "A Study of
Renewable Energy Policy." PhD diss., University of Illinois.



Crafting Accurate Chicago Citations: Best
Practices

Creating accurate Chicago citation examples requires consistent attention to
detail. Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for
the most up-to-date guidelines. Pay close attention to punctuation,
capitalization, and the order of elements in each citation. When in doubt,
consult the manual or reliable academic resources.

Maintaining a template for each source type you frequently use can streamline
the citation process. Ensure that your in-text citations (or notes) and your
bibliography (or reference list) correspond precisely. A common pitfall is
inconsistencies between the two, which can lead to confusion for readers.
Proofread all citations carefully before submitting your work.

Finally, remember that the goal of citation is to give credit where credit is
due and to allow your readers to find the sources you consulted. Clarity and
accuracy are paramount in achieving this objective. Understanding and
applying these Chicago citation examples effectively will significantly
enhance the professionalism and credibility of your writing.

FAQ

Q: What 1is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations that include the author's
last name and the publication year. Both systems conclude with a
comprehensive list of all cited sources at the end of the document (a
bibliography for Notes-Bibliography, and a reference list for Author-Date).

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor in Chicago
style?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, the note would be: Editor's First Name
Editor's Last Name, ed., Title of Book (City: Publisher, Year), Page Number.
The bibliography entry would be: Editor's Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of
Book. City: Publisher, Year. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation
is (Editor's Last Name Year, Page Number), and the reference list entry
begins with the editor's last name, first name, ed.



Q: What information should be included when citing a
website in Chicago style?

A: When citing a website, you generally need the author (if known), the title
of the specific page or article, the name of the website, the publication or
last modified date (if available), and the URL. For the Notes-Bibliography
system, you also include an access date if the content is likely to change.
The Author-Date system also requires the URL and often a publication or
access date.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in Chicago
citations?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system with two authors, list both names in the
note and bibliography, separated by "and." For three or more authors, list
the first author's full name followed by "et al." in the note, and the full
bibliography entry will list all authors up to ten; for more than ten, list
the first author followed by "et al." The Author-Date system follows similar
rules for the reference list, listing authors as needed based on the number.

Q: What is the correct format for citing a journal
article with a DOI in Chicago style?

A: When citing a journal article with a DOI, include it at the end of the
citation. For the Notes-Bibliography system: Author's Full Name, "Article
Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range,
https://doi.org/xxxx. For the Author-Date system, the reference list entry
would be: Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal
Title Volume (Issue): Page Range. https://doi.org/xxxx.

Q: How do I cite a book review in Chicago style?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, a note would look like: Author's First
Name Last Name, review of Title of Book Reviewed, by Author of Reviewed Book,
Page Number in Review. Title of Review Publication Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Range. The bibliography entry follows a similar structure. For the
Author-Date system, the reference list entry would be: Author's Last Name,
First Name. Year. Review of Title of Book Reviewed, by Author of Reviewed
Book. Title of Review Publication Volume (Issue): Page Range.

Q: Is it necessary to include the publisher's
location for online sources in Chicago style?

A: No, the publisher's location is generally not required for online sources.
The essential components are the author, title, website name, date, and URL.
For the Notes-Bibliography system, an access date is also important if the



content is mutable.

Q: What is the difference in punctuation between a
note and a bibliography entry for a book in Chicago
style?

A: In a note, commas are used to separate elements, and the publication
information is enclosed in parentheses. In a bibliography entry, periods are
used to separate major elements, and the publication information is not
enclosed in parentheses. Also, in the bibliography, the author's last name
comes first.

Q: When should I use "et al." in my Chicago
citations?

A: You use "et al." (meaning "and others") in Chicago style when citing works
with three or more authors in the Notes-Bibliography system in the notes, and
for works with more than ten authors in the bibliography. For the Author-Date
system, "et al." is typically used in the in-text citations if there are more
than two authors, and in the reference list for more than ten authors.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no publication
date?

A: If a source has no publication date, you can use "n.d." (no date) in place
of the publication year. For example, (Smith n.d.) in the Author-Date systenm,
or in the note/bibliography: Smith, John. Book Title. City: Publisher, n.d.
For websites, you would use the access date if a publication or modification
date is unavailable.
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