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Mastering Chicago Citation Examples for Three or More Authors

chicago citation examples for three or more authors are a fundamental aspect
of academic and scholarly writing, ensuring proper attribution and preventing
plagiarism. Navigating the nuances of citing sources with multiple authors
can often seem complex, but understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
guidelines for these instances simplifies the process considerably. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the specific requirements for citing
works with three or more authors in both the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. We will explore how to format these citations
correctly in footnotes, endnotes, and the reference list or bibliography,
offering clear examples for various source types. By mastering these
techniques, writers can enhance the credibility of their work and adhere to
the rigorous standards of academic integrity demanded by Chicago style.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems aim to provide
readers with clear and consistent information about the sources used in a
work. When a source has three or more authors, the approach to representing
these contributors in citations differs slightly between the two systems,
particularly in how they are initially introduced and subsequently
referenced. Familiarizing oneself with these core principles is the first
step toward accurate citation.

The fundamental principle behind citing multiple authors is to acknowledge
all contributors without unnecessarily cluttering the citation. In Chicago
style, this often involves a specific convention for handling works with a
larger authorial team. The choice between the notes-bibliography system and



the author-date system typically depends on the academic discipline or the
specific publication requirements. Understanding when to use each system and
how they handle multi-author sources is crucial for writers.

Notes-Bibliography System for Three or More
Authors

The notes-bibliography system, commonly used in the humanities, relies on
footnotes or endnotes to provide source information within the text,
accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. When
dealing with three or more authors, Chicago style offers a streamlined
approach to avoid lengthy citations in every note.

Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, the first time a source with three or more
authors is cited, all authors' names are typically listed in the note.
However, subsequent citations of the same source can be abbreviated. The key
difference from citing fewer authors is how the ellipsis and "et al." are
employed.

For the initial footnote or endnote entry for a book with three or more
authors, the format is generally as follows:

First Name Last Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name,
Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

For example:

1. John Smith, Jane Doe, and Robert Johnson, The History of Ideas (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Once a source has been fully cited in a note, subsequent references to the
same work can be shortened. The standard practice is to use the first
author's last name followed by "et al." and the page number. This convention
is a significant time-saver and improves the readability of notes.

First Author Last Name et al., Shortened Title (or just the page number
if the title is obvious and the full citation has already appeared),
Page Number.



For instance, if the above book was cited again:

5. Smith et al., History of Ideas, 112.

Or, if the context makes it clear:

7. Smith et al., 150.

The Reference List

The reference list, or bibliography, presents a complete list of all sources
consulted. For works with three or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style
dictates that all authors' names should be included in the entry. This
provides a thorough accounting of all contributors for the reader examining
the full list of sources.

The format for a book with three or more authors in the reference list is:

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name.
Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Following the previous example, the reference list entry would be:

Smith, John, Jane Doe, and Robert Johnson. The History of Ideas. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020.

It is important to note that the reversal of the first author's name (Last
Name, First Name) is standard for the reference list, while subsequent
authors are listed in their normal first-name-last-name order. This
convention helps distinguish the primary author and aids in alphabetical
sorting.

Author-Date System for Three or More Authors

The author-date system, prevalent in the social sciences and natural
sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list. Similar
to the notes-bibliography system, Chicago style provides specific guidelines
for handling multiple authors to maintain conciseness and clarity.

In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, in-text citations include the author's last
name(s) and the year of publication. When a source has three or more authors,
the first author's last name is followed by "et al." and the year.



The format for an in-text citation for a book with three or more authors is:

(First Author Last Name et al. Year, Page Number)

Using our ongoing example:

Recent scholarship has explored the evolution of philosophical thought (Smith
et al. 2020, 45).

When citing multiple sources in a single parenthetical, the citations are
generally separated by semicolons:

(Smith et al. 2020; Doe and Johnson 2019).

The Reference List

The reference list in the author-date system is similar to the bibliography
in the notes-bibliography system in that it includes all authors' names for
works with three or more authors. The primary difference lies in the
placement of the publication year, which immediately follows the author(s) in
the reference list entry.

The format for a book with three or more authors in the author-date reference
list is:

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name.
Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

The reference list entry would be:

Smith, John, Jane Doe, and Robert Johnson. 2020. The History of Ideas.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

As with the notes-bibliography system, the first author's name is reversed.
This consistency ensures that readers can easily locate the full
bibliographic information for any cited source.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

One of the most common errors when citing sources with three or more authors
is the inconsistent application of "et al." In the notes-bibliography system,
"et al." is generally used in subsequent notes but not the first full note.
In the author-date system, "et al." is used in all in-text citations for



three or more authors.

Another frequent mistake is failing to list all authors in the reference list
or bibliography. Chicago style consistently requires the inclusion of all
authors' names in these comprehensive lists, regardless of how many there
are. This practice is crucial for providing complete attribution and allowing
readers to identify specific works and their creators accurately.

To avoid errors, always double-check your citations against a reliable style
guide, such as the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. Consider
using citation management software, but always review its output for
accuracy. Furthermore, developing a habit of meticulously recording source
details as you research can save significant time and prevent last-minute
errors.

Tips for Accuracy

Always consult the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of Style
for definitive guidance.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more complete information,
especially in reference lists.

Consistency is key: apply the chosen system (notes-bibliography or
author-date) uniformly throughout your work.

Proofread carefully: a final review of your citations can catch small
but important mistakes.

Understand the specific requirements of your publisher or instructor, as
they may have slight variations or preferences.

By internalizing these practices, writers can ensure their Chicago style
citations for three or more authors are both accurate and effective,
contributing to the overall professionalism and credibility of their academic
endeavors.

The process of citing multiple authors in Chicago style, while detailed,
becomes manageable with practice and adherence to the established rules.
Whether employing the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system,
the goal remains the same: to provide clear, accurate, and complete
attribution to all sources used. By following the guidelines for footnotes,
endnotes, in-text citations, and reference lists, writers can confidently
navigate the complexities of citing works with three or more authors,
enhancing the rigor and integrity of their scholarly communications.



FAQ

Q: When do I start using "et al." for citations with
three or more authors in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, you list all authors in the first full
note or endnote. In subsequent notes for the same source, you use the first
author's last name followed by "et al." In the author-date system, you use
"et al." for all in-text citations for sources with three or more authors.

Q: Should I include all author names in the
bibliography when using the notes-bibliography
system?
A: Yes, for the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, you must list
all authors' names, regardless of how many there are.

Q: How does the formatting differ for multiple
authors in the notes-bibliography system versus the
author-date system's reference list?
A: Both systems list all authors in their respective reference
lists/bibliographies. The primary difference is the placement of the
publication year: in the notes-bibliography system's bibliography, it comes
at the end of the entry, while in the author-date system's reference list, it
immediately follows the author(s).

Q: What is the exact format for a book citation with
four authors in the author-date system's reference
list?
A: The format is: Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, First Name
Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher. For example: Smith, John, Jane Doe, Robert Johnson,
and Alice Brown. 2021. Another Great Book. New York: Academic Press.

Q: Can I use "et al." for a source with only two
authors in Chicago style?
A: No, "et al." is specifically reserved for sources with three or more
authors in Chicago style. For two authors, you would list both names in all
relevant citations.



Q: What if a source has a very long list of authors,
say ten or more?
A: Chicago style generally advises listing all authors for works with up to
ten authors. For works with more than ten authors, you may list the first ten
authors followed by "et al." in the reference list. However, always confirm
this with the specific edition of The Chicago Manual of Style you are using
or with your instructor/publisher guidelines.

Q: How do I cite an article from a journal with
three authors in the notes-bibliography system's
footnote?
A: In the first footnote, you would list all authors: First Name Last Name,
First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number. For subsequent notes, you
would use: First Author Last Name et al., "Shortened Article Title," Page
Number.

Q: What are the implications of getting Chicago
citation examples for three or more authors
incorrect?
A: Incorrect citations can lead to issues of plagiarism, reduced credibility
for your work, and potentially lower academic grades. It is crucial to adhere
strictly to the style guide's requirements.
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