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Chicago Citation Examples for Short
Quotes: A Comprehensive Guide
chicago citation examples for short quotes are essential for academic integrity and
clear communication within scholarly work. Properly citing even brief passages ensures that
readers can trace your sources, understand the context of your evidence, and avoid
plagiarism. This comprehensive guide will break down the nuances of citing short
quotations in Chicago style, covering both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems.
We will explore the mechanics of in-text citations, the corresponding bibliography or
reference list entries, and address common scenarios and potential pitfalls. Understanding
these principles is crucial for students, researchers, and anyone engaged in academic
writing, guaranteeing your work meets the highest standards of scholarly practice.
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Understanding Short Quotes in Chicago Style

Chicago style, a widely respected academic citation system, offers two primary
frameworks: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems
require meticulous attention to detail when incorporating short quotations into your writing.
A short quotation, generally defined as fewer than five lines of prose or three lines of verse,



is typically integrated directly into the text and enclosed in quotation marks. The primary
distinction between the two Chicago systems lies in how you signal the source of the
quotation to your reader and how you compile your list of sources at the end of your work.

Regardless of the system employed, the fundamental goal of quoting is to present
borrowed words accurately and to give proper credit to the original author. This not only
upholds academic honesty but also lends credibility to your own arguments by
demonstrating reliance on authoritative sources. Incorrectly citing short quotes can lead to
accusations of plagiarism, even if unintentional, and can undermine the reader’s trust in
your research. Therefore, mastering these citation examples is a cornerstone of effective
academic writing.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations
for Short Quotes

In the notes-bibliography system, short quotations are signaled by a superscript number
placed immediately after the quote, before any punctuation. This number corresponds to a
footnote or endnote at the bottom of the page or the end of the document, respectively.
The note provides the full citation details. This method is favored in the humanities, such as
literature, history, and art history.

Placement of the Superscript Number
The superscript number for a short quote should always follow the quotation marks and
precede any terminal punctuation, such as a period, comma, question mark, or exclamation
point. For instance, when quoting a sentence, the number comes before the final period. If
the quotation is part of a larger sentence that ends with a question mark or exclamation
point, the number still goes before that punctuation.

Content of the Footnote or Endnote
The initial note for a source should contain full bibliographical information, including the
author's name, the title of the work, publication details, and the specific page number(s)
from which the quote was taken. Subsequent notes for the same source can be
abbreviated, often including just the author's last name and the page number. However, if
multiple works by the same author are cited, a shortened title may be necessary in later
notes to avoid confusion.

Example of In-Text Citation (Notes-Bibliography)
Consider this example incorporating a short quote: "The quest for knowledge is often a
solitary endeavor"1. This statement encapsulates the personal nature of intellectual
exploration. The superscript '1' directs the reader to the corresponding footnote or endnote
for the source details.



The Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography
Entries for Short Quotes

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your paper, lists all the sources you have cited in
your notes. Each entry in the bibliography provides a complete bibliographic record of the
source. The format for bibliography entries is slightly different from the initial note,
primarily in the order of names and the use of periods versus commas.

Formatting Bibliography Entries
For books, the author's last name comes first, followed by a comma, then their first name.
The title of the book is italicized. Publication information, including the city of publication,
publisher, and year, follows. For articles, the article title is in quotation marks, followed by
the journal title, volume and issue numbers, and publication year.

Bibliography Entry Example (Notes-Bibliography)
Following the in-text citation example above, the corresponding bibliography entry might
look like this:

Smith, John. The Inner Sanctum: Reflections on Learning. New York: Academic Press,
2022.

Note how the author's last name is followed by a period and then the first name. The title is
italicized, and publication details are separated by periods.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations for
Short Quotes

The author-date system, more commonly used in the social sciences, integrates the
author's last name and the year of publication directly into the text. This method provides
immediate context for the reader regarding the source's origin and publication timing.
When using short quotes, the author's name and publication year are typically placed in
parentheses.

In-Text Citation Structure
For a short quote, the parenthetical citation usually follows the quotation marks and
precedes any terminal punctuation. It includes the author's last name, followed by a
comma, and then the year of publication. If the author's name is already mentioned in the
sentence, only the year needs to be included in parentheses.



Page Numbers in Author-Date Citations
It is crucial to include the page number from which the quotation is taken. This is usually
placed after the year, separated by a comma, and preceded by the letter 'p.' for a single
page or 'pp.' for a range of pages. This specificity is vital for readers to locate the exact
source of the quote.

Example of In-Text Citation (Author-Date)
An example using the author-date system for a short quote would be: The concept is
described as "a fundamental aspect of human development" (Johnson 2021, 45). Here,
'Johnson' is the author, '2021' is the publication year, and '45' is the page number.

The Author-Date System: Reference List Entries
for Short Quotes

The reference list, which appears at the end of the document in the author-date system,
provides a complete alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the text. Unlike the
bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, the author-date reference list entries are
more concise and focus on author, year, title, and publication information.

Formatting Reference List Entries
Entries begin with the author's last name, followed by their first initial or full name. The
year of publication is enclosed in parentheses and follows the author's name. The title of
the work is typically italicized. Publication details, such as publisher or journal information,
follow the title.

Reference List Entry Example (Author-Date)
For the author-date example above, the corresponding reference list entry would be:

Johnson, A. 2021. Theories of Growth. Boston: Education Press.

Notice the author's name is followed by the year in parentheses. The title is italicized, and
publication details complete the entry.

Citing Short Quotes from Various Sources

Chicago style offers specific guidelines for citing short quotes from a wide array of sources,



ensuring consistency and accuracy. These guidelines extend to books, journal articles,
websites, and even unpublished materials. The fundamental principles of identifying the
author, title, publication information, and page number remain constant, but the exact
formatting can vary.

Books
For books, as demonstrated, the core elements are author, title, publication city, publisher,
and year, along with the page number for the quote. Both notes-bibliography and author-
date systems have specific formatting for these elements, with the former using more
elaborate notes and the latter integrating author and year directly into the text.

Journal Articles
When quoting from a journal article, ensure you include the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication.
Page numbers are crucial for both in-text citations and the final list of sources.

Websites and Online Sources
Citing online sources can be more complex due to the varying availability of publication
information. When possible, include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or
article, the website name, and the publication or last updated date. A URL and a retrieval
date are also often required, especially if the content is likely to change.

Special Considerations for Short Quotes

There are several nuanced situations that require particular attention when citing short
quotes in Chicago style. These include how to handle ellipses, the use of square brackets,
and quoting dialogue or poetry.

Ellipses
Ellipses (three dots, often with spaces) are used to indicate that words have been omitted
from the original text. In Chicago style, when omitting words from within a sentence, you
use three dots. If you omit words at the beginning or end of a quotation, or if the omission
creates a full sentence break, four dots are used (a period followed by three dots).

Square Brackets
Square brackets ([ ]) are used to add or clarify information within a quotation that is not
present in the original text. This can include adding a pronoun to clarify a reference,



correcting a grammatical error in the original, or providing brief explanatory notes. For
example, "[he] was instrumental in the discovery."

Quoting Poetry and Dialogue
Short quotations of poetry, typically three lines or fewer, are integrated into the text and
enclosed in quotation marks. A slash (/) with a space on either side is used to indicate line
breaks within the poem. For dialogue, treat it as prose, enclosing it in quotation marks and
citing appropriately.

Mastering Chicago citation examples for short quotes is a vital skill for any academic writer.
By understanding the distinctions between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems,
and by carefully applying the rules for in-text citations and source lists, you can ensure your
work is both credible and compliant with scholarly standards. Consistent application of
these guidelines will enhance the clarity and integrity of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
notes-bibliography and author-date systems for short
quotes?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are indicated within the text. The notes-
bibliography system uses superscript numbers that link to footnotes or endnotes, while the
author-date system places the author's last name and publication year in parentheses
directly after the quote.

Q: How do I cite a short quote that is part of a sentence
ending with a question mark?
A: The superscript number (for notes-bibliography) or the parenthetical citation (for author-
date) should be placed immediately after the quotation marks and before the question
mark.

Q: When should I use ellipses when quoting short
passages in Chicago style?
A: Ellipses are used to indicate omitted words from the original text. Three dots are used for
omissions within a sentence, and four dots are used for omissions at the beginning or end
of a quotation if they create a sentence break.



Q: Can I modify a short quote slightly when
incorporating it into my text using Chicago style?
A: Yes, but only with explicit indication. You can use square brackets to add clarifying words
(like pronouns) or to correct minor grammatical issues. Significant changes should be
avoided, or paraphrasing should be used instead.

Q: How do I cite a short quote from a website in
Chicago style?
A: For websites, you'll need to provide as much information as possible, including author (if
available), title of the page/article, website name, and publication/update date. A URL and
retrieval date are also often included in the citation.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple short quotes from
the same page by the same author in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, subsequent notes for the same source on the same
page can be shortened to just the author's last name and page number. In the author-date
system, the in-text citation (Author Year, Page) would be repeated for each quote.

Q: How do I handle a short quote that includes
punctuation within it in Chicago style?
A: The original punctuation within the quote should be retained. The citation marker
(superscript number or parenthetical) is placed after the closing quotation mark and before
any terminal punctuation of your own sentence.

Q: Is there a limit to the number of words that
constitute a "short quote" in Chicago style?
A: Generally, a short quote is considered to be fewer than five lines of prose or three lines
of verse. Longer passages should be set off as block quotations.
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