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Mastering Chicago Citation Examples for Secondary Sources

chicago citation examples for secondary sources are essential for academic integrity and
scholarly communication, particularly when drawing upon existing research. Properly attributing
information from secondary sources prevents plagiarism and allows readers to verify your findings
and explore your research further. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of citing
various types of secondary sources within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering both the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. We will explore how to construct accurate
citations for books, journal articles, websites, and other commonly encountered secondary materials,
ensuring your academic work adheres to the highest standards of Chicago style. Understanding
these examples will empower you to navigate the complexities of academic referencing with
confidence and precision.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citation: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. While both aim for clarity and accuracy, they differ in their
presentation and emphasis. The Notes-Bibliography system, favored in many humanities disciplines
like literature, history, and the arts, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a
bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system, more common in social sciences and
some natural sciences, employs parenthetical in-text citations with author names and publication
dates, followed by a reference list. Understanding the requirements of your specific discipline and
the preference of your instructor or publisher is crucial when choosing which system to employ for
your Chicago citation examples for secondary sources.

Both systems require meticulous attention to detail when constructing citations. Whether you are
using notes or parenthetical citations, the goal is to provide enough information for your reader to
locate the original source. This means consistently formatting details such as author names, titles,
publication information, and page numbers. The key difference lies in how this information is
presented within the body of your work and in the final compilation of source lists. Mastering both
systems will equip you with the versatility needed for a wide range of academic writing projects



involving Chicago citation examples for secondary sources.

Citing Secondary Sources: Core Principles

When citing secondary sources in Chicago style, the fundamental principle remains the same:
acknowledge the original author and the specific work from which you have derived information,
ideas, or arguments. A secondary source is a work that analyzes, interprets, or discusses primary
sources. For instance, a history book analyzing letters from a significant historical figure is a
secondary source. Similarly, a scholarly article that reviews and synthesits existing literature on a
topic is also a secondary source. The challenge and necessity of accurately citing these sources lie in
distinguishing them from primary sources, which are original documents or artifacts from the period
being studied.

The process involves identifying key bibliographic information for each source. This typically
includes the author(s) or editor(s), the full title of the work, publication details such as the city of
publication, publisher, and year, and for articles or specific chapters, the journal title, volume, issue
number, and page range. When quoting or paraphrasing, including the specific page number(s) is
paramount for accurate Chicago citation examples for secondary sources. If you are referencing an
idea or argument without direct quotation, citing the relevant section or chapter might suffice, but
page numbers are generally preferred for precision.

Chicago Citation Examples for Books

Citing books as secondary sources is a frequent requirement in academic writing. Whether you are
referencing a monograph, an edited collection, or a specific chapter within a book, the Chicago
Manual of Style provides clear guidelines. The format for notes and bibliography entries will vary
slightly, so it is essential to be familiar with both.

Books in the Notes-Bibliography System

When using the Notes-Bibliography system for books, your footnotes or endnotes will include a
shortened version of the bibliographic information for subsequent citations, with the first citation
being more complete. The bibliography will list all sources alphabetically.

First Note Citation: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number.

Subsequent Note Citation: Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page number.

Bibliography Entry: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.



For example, if you are citing a work by historian David McCullough, the first note might look like
this: David McCullough, 1776 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 34. A subsequent note would be:
McCullough, 1776, 56. In the bibliography, it would appear as: McCullough, David. 1776. New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2005.

Books in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system consolidates information within parenthetical in-text citations and a
reference list. The in-text citation provides author, year, and page number, while the reference list
contains full bibliographic details.

In-Text Citation: (Author Last Name Year, page number)

Reference List Entry: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Using the same example, the in-text citation would be: (McCullough 2005, 34). The reference list
entry would be: McCullough, David. 2005. 1776. New York: Simon & Schuster.

Edited Books and Book Chapters

Citing edited books and individual chapters within them requires specifying the editor(s) and the
chapter author, respectively.

Note-Bibliography (Chapter in an Edited Book): Chapter Author First Name Last Name,
“Chapter Title,” in Book Title, ed. Editor First Name Last Name (City: Publisher, Year), page
numbers.

Author-Date (Chapter in an Edited Book): (Chapter Author Last Name Year, page
numbers)

Bibliography/Reference List (Chapter in an Edited Book): Chapter Author Last Name,
First Name. “Chapter Title.” In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, page
numbers. City: Publisher, Year.



Chicago Citation Examples for Journal Articles

Scholarly journal articles are vital secondary sources for many research projects. Their citation
format in Chicago style necessitates including information about the journal itself.

Journal Articles in the Notes-Bibliography System

For journal articles, the note citation will include author, article title, journal title, volume, issue,
publication year, and page numbers.

First Note Citation: Author First Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Year): page number.

Subsequent Note Citation: Author Last Name, “Shortened Article Title,” page number.

Bibliography Entry: Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Year): page numbers.

Consider citing an article by Jane Doe: Jane Doe, “The Impact of Digitalization on Archival
Research,” Journal of Archival Studies 15, no. 2 (2018): 112. Subsequent note: Doe, “Digitalization,”
115. Bibliography: Doe, Jane. “The Impact of Digitalization on Archival Research.” Journal of
Archival Studies 15, no. 2 (2018): 110–130.

Journal Articles in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system streamlines this information into parenthetical citations and a reference list.

In-Text Citation: (Author Last Name Year, page number)

Reference List Entry: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title
Volume (Issue): page numbers.

The example citation becomes: (Doe 2018, 112). Reference list: Doe, Jane. 2018. “The Impact of
Digitalization on Archival Research.” Journal of Archival Studies 15 (2): 110–130.



Chicago Citation Examples for Websites and Online
Sources

The internet provides a vast repository of secondary information. Citing websites requires attention
to specific details to ensure clarity and accessibility.

Websites in the Notes-Bibliography System

When citing websites, include the author or organization, title of the page or article, website name,
publication date (if available), and the URL. It's also good practice to include an access date.

Note Citation: Author First Name Last Name (or Organization Name), “Title of Page or
Article,” Name of Website, Publication Date (or Last Modified Date), accessed Month Day,
Year, URL.

Bibliography Entry: Author Last Name, First Name (or Organization Name). “Title of Page or
Article.” Name of Website. Publication Date (or Last Modified Date). Accessed Month Day,
Year. URL.

For a webpage by the National Archives: National Archives, “About the National Archives,” National
Archives, last modified February 15, 2023, accessed April 10, 2023, https://www.archives.gov/about.
Bibliography: National Archives. “About the National Archives.” National Archives. Last modified
February 15, 2023. Accessed April 10, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/about.

Websites in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system for websites is similar, with parenthetical citations referencing the
author/organization and year, and a reference list with full details.

In-Text Citation: (Author Last Name or Organization Name Year)

Reference List Entry: Author Last Name, First Name (or Organization Name). Year. “Title of
Page or Article.” Name of Website. Publication Date (or Last Modified Date). Accessed Month
Day, Year. URL.

In-text: (National Archives 2023). Reference List: National Archives. 2023. “About the National
Archives.” National Archives. Last modified February 15, 2023. Accessed April 10, 2023.
https://www.archives.gov/about.



Citing Other Secondary Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, researchers often encounter and utilize various other secondary
sources. The principles of clear attribution and comprehensive bibliographic information apply
universally, though specific formatting details will adapt.

Magazine and Newspaper Articles

Similar to journal articles, but with less emphasis on volume and issue numbers, magazine and
newspaper articles require author, title, publication name, and date.

Note-Bibliography: Author First Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Magazine/Newspaper
Title, Month Day, Year, page number (if applicable).

Author-Date: (Author Last Name Year, page number)

Bibliography/Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.”
Magazine/Newspaper Title. Month Day, Year.

Dissertations and Theses

When referencing academic research compiled by others, such as dissertations or theses, the
citation should indicate the author, title, degree sought, institution, and year.

Note-Bibliography: Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Dissertation/Thesis” (PhD diss.,
University Name, Year).

Author-Date: (Author Last Name Year)

Bibliography/Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Dissertation/Thesis.”
PhD diss., University Name, Year.

Conference Proceedings

Papers presented at academic conferences, often published in proceedings, are treated similarly to
book chapters or journal articles, with an emphasis on the conference name and location.



Note-Bibliography: Author First Name Last Name, “Paper Title,” in Proceedings of the
Conference Name (Conference Location, Year), page numbers.

Author-Date: (Author Last Name Year, page numbers)

Bibliography/Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. “Paper Title.” In Proceedings
of the Conference Name, page numbers. Conference Location: Publisher (if applicable), Year.

Best Practices for Citing Secondary Sources

Accurate and consistent citation is not merely a stylistic requirement; it is a cornerstone of ethical
academic practice. When compiling Chicago citation examples for secondary sources, remember
that the primary goal is to provide your reader with the means to trace your research journey and
verify the information you present. This means double-checking all details for accuracy, including
names, dates, titles, and page numbers. A single misplaced comma or typo can hinder a reader’s
ability to locate a source.

Furthermore, always adhere to the chosen citation system (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date)
throughout your entire document. Inconsistency can be as problematic as inaccuracy. Familiarize
yourself with the most current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, as guidelines can be updated.
If you are working on a collaborative project or for a specific publication, always consult their
editorial guidelines, as they may have minor variations or preferences regarding citation style.
Proactive attention to detail in your Chicago citation examples for secondary sources will
significantly enhance the credibility and professionalism of your academic work.

FAQ: Chicago Citation Examples for Secondary Sources

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a secondary
source and a primary source in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in what the source itself represents. A primary source is an original
document or artifact from the period being studied (e.g., a diary, a letter, a photograph). A
secondary source is a work that analyzes, interprets, or discusses primary sources (e.g., a history
book about the diary, a scholarly article examining letters). Your citation will reflect the nature of
the source you are consulting, providing details specific to its publication type.

Q: Do I need to cite every single fact I gather from a secondary
source?
A: You must cite any information that is not common knowledge. This includes specific facts,
statistics, theories, arguments, interpretations, and direct quotations derived from a secondary
source. If you are unsure whether something is common knowledge, it is always safer to cite it.



Q: How do I cite a secondary source that I found referenced
within another secondary source (a "secondary-secondary"
source)?
A: If you consult a secondary source that mentions another secondary source, and you are citing that
mentioned secondary source, it is best practice to try and find and consult the original secondary
source directly. If that is impossible, Chicago style allows for citing the source you found it in. In a
note, you would include something like: "as cited in Secondary Source A," followed by the full
citation for Secondary Source A. In the bibliography or reference list, you would list Secondary
Source A.

Q: What is the most crucial piece of information to include
when citing a book as a secondary source?
A: The most crucial piece of information when citing a book as a secondary source is the specific
page number(s) from which you are quoting or paraphrasing. This allows your reader to locate the
exact material you are referencing within the book.

Q: How does the Chicago citation for a website differ from a
print book?
A: Citing a website typically includes a URL and often an access date, as online content can change
or disappear. Print books include physical publication details like city and publisher. The format for
author, title, and publication date will also be adjusted to reflect the online nature of the source.

Q: Should I include the DOI for journal articles cited as
secondary sources?
A: Yes, if a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available for a journal article, it is highly recommended
to include it in your Chicago citation. The DOI provides a stable and persistent link to the article,
making it easier for readers to locate.

Q: What are the common pitfalls to avoid when creating
Chicago citation examples for secondary sources?
A: Common pitfalls include: inconsistent application of the chosen citation system (Notes-
Bibliography vs. Author-Date), omitting essential bibliographic information (like page numbers or
publication dates), misformatting titles or author names, and failing to cite information that is not
common knowledge. Meticulous proofreading is key to avoiding these errors.

Q: Can I use the same shortened note format for all



subsequent citations of a book in the Notes-Bibliography
system?
A: Yes, generally, after the first full note citation, you can use a shortened format for subsequent
notes. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's long), and
the page number. However, if you cite multiple works by the same author, you will need to
distinguish them with longer shortened titles or include a full title if ambiguity arises.
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