chicago citation examples for retrieval date

chicago citation examples for retrieval date are crucial for academic and professional writing,
ensuring that readers can locate the exact online sources you consulted. Proper citation is the
bedrock of academic integrity, allowing others to verify your research and build upon your work. In
the digital age, where online information is constantly evolving, the inclusion of a retrieval date is
particularly important for resources that may change or disappear without notice. This article delves
into the intricacies of Chicago style, providing clear and comprehensive examples for various online
resource types, with a specific focus on the correct placement and formatting of the retrieval date.
We will explore how the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) handles citing websites, online articles,
and other digital content, emphasizing best practices for accuracy and clarity.
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Understanding the Importance of Retrieval Dates

The digital landscape is dynamic; web pages can be updated, moved, or even deleted entirely. This
volatility makes the retrieval date in Chicago style citations an indispensable element. It acts as a
timestamp, indicating precisely when you accessed the information. Without this date, a reader
attempting to verify your source might find a broken link or entirely different content, undermining
the credibility of your research. Therefore, mastering the correct inclusion of the retrieval date is
not merely a stylistic choice but a fundamental aspect of academic honesty and research
reproducibility.

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on American English, provides guidelines
for a variety of citation styles, including notes-bibliography and author-date. While the core
principles remain consistent, the specific nuances of including a retrieval date can vary slightly
depending on the type of online source. This section lays the groundwork by explaining why this
seemingly small detail carries significant weight in scholarly communication.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Online Citation

Regardless of the specific online resource, several key pieces of information are generally required
in a Chicago style citation. These elements work together to provide a complete and unambiguous
reference. Understanding these components is the first step toward correctly formatting your
citations and accurately including the retrieval date.



Author or Creator

The citation should begin with the name of the individual author or the organizational creator of the
content. If no author is readily apparent, you may move to the title of the work. Consistency in
identifying the author is crucial for clear referencing.

Title of the Specific Work

This refers to the title of the article, web page, blog post, or specific item you are citing. It should be
enclosed in quotation marks if it is a standalone piece, or italicized if it is part of a larger work (like
an online journal article).

Title of the Larger Work or Website

If the specific work is part of a larger publication, such as a journal, magazine, or a comprehensive
website, the title of that larger entity should be included. This often appears in italics.

Publication or Hosting Information

This can include the name of the publisher, the organization hosting the website, or any other
relevant identifying information about where the content is found online. It helps readers
contextualize the source.

Date of Publication (if available)

If the online source includes a publication date, it should be included. This is distinct from the
retrieval date and provides information about when the content was originally made available.

URL or DOI

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is the web address of the source. If a Digital Object Identifier
(DOI) is available, it is generally preferred over a URL as it is a more permanent identifier. This is
the direct link to the content.

Retrieval Date

This is the date on which you last accessed the online material. It is essential for sources that are
likely to change or disappear. Its placement and formatting are critical and will be discussed in
detail.



Citing Websites and Web Pages in Chicago Style

Citing general websites and specific web pages requires careful attention to detail to ensure clarity
and discoverability. The Chicago Manual of Style provides distinct guidelines for these common
online resources. The retrieval date plays a particularly vital role here, as website content can be
updated frequently.

General Website Citations

For the homepage of a website or a section that doesn't have a specific author or title for a discrete
piece of content, you will often cite the name of the website, its publisher (if different), and the URL.
The retrieval date is typically appended at the end.

For example, in a note citation:

1. Name of Website, Publisher (if applicable), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.
And in a bibliography entry:

Name of Website. Publisher (if applicable). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Specific Web Page Citations

When citing a particular page within a website, you will usually include the author (if known), the
title of the page (in quotation marks), the title of the website (in italics), the publication date (if
available), and then the URL and retrieval date. The retrieval date is added after the URL.

For example, in a note citation:

1. Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Web Page,” Title of Website, Publication Date, accessed
Month Day, Year, URL.

And in a bibliography entry:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Web Page.” Title of Website. Publication Date. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

If no author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the web page.

Chicago Citation Examples for Online Articles

Online articles, whether from academic journals, magazines, or newspapers, require specific
formatting to differentiate them from print versions and to account for their digital nature. The
retrieval date is crucial for articles that may not have a fixed publication date or are part of a
dynamic online archive.

Online Journal Articles

Citing online journal articles often involves providing the author(s), the article title, the journal title



(in italics), the volume and issue numbers, the publication date, and the DOI or URL. The retrieval
date is included after the DOI or URL.

Note citation example:

1. Author Last Name, First Name, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
page numbers, DOI or URL, accessed Month Day, Year.

Bibliography example:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
page numbers. DOI or URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

Online Magazine and Newspaper Articles

For articles from online magazines and newspapers, the format is similar but may not include
volume or issue numbers. The focus is on the author, article title, publication name (in italics),
publication date, and URL, followed by the retrieval date.

Note citation example:

1. Author Last Name, First Name, “Article Title,” Magazine/Newspaper Name, Publication Date,
accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Bibliography example:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Magazine/Newspaper Name. Publication Date.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Handling Databases and Digital Archives

Accessing information through academic databases or digital archives presents unique citation
challenges. These platforms often aggregate content from various sources, and the retrieval date
becomes even more important because the content's availability and formatting within the database
can change.

Citing Content from Academic Databases

When citing an article found within a database (like JSTOR, ProQuest, etc.), you should typically
include the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, publication date, and page numbers (if
applicable), followed by the database name and the URL or DOI. The retrieval date is appended at
the end.

Note citation example:

1. Author Last Name, First Name, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
page numbers, accessed via Database Name, URL or DOI, accessed Month Day, Year.

Bibliography example:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
page numbers. Accessed via Database Name, URL or DOI. Accessed Month Day, Year.



Citing Digital Archives and Special Collections

For digitized primary sources or materials found in digital archives, the citation should reflect the
original item and its location within the archive. This often includes the author/creator of the
original material, the title of the item, the archive name, and the specific URL within the archive.
The retrieval date is essential here.

Note citation example:

1. Creator Last Name, First Name, “Title of Item,” Date of Item, Collection Name (if applicable),
Archive Name, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Bibliography example:

Creator Last Name, First Name. “Title of Item.” Date of Item. Collection Name (if applicable).
Archive Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Special Cases: Social Media and Other Online Content

The definition of "published" material continues to expand, and Chicago style offers guidance on
citing less traditional online content, such as social media posts, blog comments, and other forms of
digital ephemera. For these, the retrieval date is paramount, as these items are inherently transient.

Citing Social Media Posts

When citing a post on platforms like Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram, you will typically include the
author’s name (or username), the content of the post (briefly described or quoted), the platform
name, the specific date of the post, and the URL. The retrieval date is a critical component.

Note citation example:

1. Author Username, “First few words of post...” [Social Media Post], Platform Name, Month Day,
Year, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Bibliography example:

Author Username. “First few words of post...” [Social Media Post]. Platform Name. Month Day, Year.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Citing Blog Posts and Comments

Similar to other web pages, blog posts require the author, post title, blog name (in italics),
publication date, and URL. If you are citing a comment, you would specify that. The retrieval date is
included at the end.

Note citation example:

1. Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Blog Post,” Blog Name, Publication Date, accessed Month
Day, Year, URL.

Bibliography example:
Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Blog Post.” Blog Name. Publication Date. Accessed Month



Day, Year. URL.

Retrieval Date Placement and Formatting Variations

The placement and exact wording for the retrieval date in Chicago style are generally consistent but
can have minor variations depending on the specific citation style (notes-bibliography or author-
date) and the type of source. Understanding these nuances ensures accuracy.

Standard Formatting for Retrieval Dates

The most common format for the retrieval date in Chicago style is “accessed Month Day, Year.” For
example, “accessed October 26, 2023.” This phrase clearly indicates that this is the date the
information was retrieved.

Retrieval Date in Notes-Bibliography Style

In the notes-bibliography system, the retrieval date is typically placed at the end of the citation,
following the URL or DOL. It follows the principle of providing all necessary information for locating
the source.

Retrieval Date in Author-Date Style

While the author-date system primarily uses parenthetical citations in the text and a reference list,
the inclusion of a retrieval date for online sources is still recommended by CMOS when the source is
likely to change. In the reference list, it would follow the same general placement as in the
bibliography, typically after the URL or DOL.

When is the Retrieval Date Most Critical?

The retrieval date is most crucial for sources that are:

Likely to be updated or changed without notice.

Part of a dynamic online environment (e.g., wikis, social media).

Published on a website that does not have a clear, fixed publication date.

Found in online databases that may alter content or interface over time.

While CMOS may not always mandate a retrieval date for sources with stable publication
information (like a formally published online journal article with a DOI), it is often good practice to
include it for all online materials to ensure maximum verifiability.



Alternative Phrasing and Omitting Retrieval Dates

CMOS suggests that if a source has a stable and permanent identifier (like a DOI) and a clear
publication date, the retrieval date may sometimes be omitted. However, it is rarely incorrect to
include it. The core principle is to provide the reader with the best possible chance of locating your
source. If in doubt, include the retrieval date.

FAQ Section

Q: When is it absolutely necessary to include a retrieval date
in my Chicago style citations for online sources?

A: Tt is absolutely necessary to include a retrieval date for online sources that are likely to change or
disappear without notice. This includes dynamic websites, social media posts, blog entries, and any
content that doesn't have a stable, permanent publication record. The retrieval date acts as a
timestamp for this ephemeral information.

Q: What is the correct format for a retrieval date in Chicago
style?

A: The correct and most common format for a retrieval date in Chicago style is "accessed Month
Day, Year." For example, "accessed October 26, 2023."

Q: Should I include a retrieval date for online journal articles?

A: While Chicago style often prioritizes the DOI for online journal articles as a stable identifier, it is
generally good practice and often recommended to include the retrieval date, especially if the article
might be updated or moved within an online archive. If a DOI is unavailable, the retrieval date
becomes more critical.

Q: How does the retrieval date differ from the publication date
in Chicago style citations?

A: The publication date indicates when the content was originally created or made available by the
author or publisher. The retrieval date, on the other hand, signifies the specific day you last
accessed that online content. They serve distinct but complementary purposes in providing source
information.

Q: Can I omit the retrieval date if the website has a copyright
date?

A: A copyright date for a website is not always indicative of when a specific page was last updated or
published. Therefore, it is usually best to include the retrieval date for website content unless the



page clearly states a specific publication date for that particular piece of content.

Q: Where does the retrieval date typically go in a Chicago style
note citation for a web page?

A: In a Chicago style note citation for a web page, the retrieval date typically appears at the very end
of the citation, after the URL.

Q: What if I accessed the same online source multiple times?
Which date should I use?

A: You should use the date of your most recent access to the source. This ensures that the retrieval
date reflects the version of the content you consulted for your research.

Q: Does the Chicago author-date style require retrieval dates
differently than the notes-bibliography style?

A: Both styles recommend the inclusion of retrieval dates for ephemeral online sources. The
placement is generally similar, occurring at the end of the citation for the source in the reference
list, following the URL or DOI. The primary difference lies in how the source is referenced within the
text.
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