
chicago citation examples for quoted
titles
chicago citation examples for quoted titles are essential for academic integrity and
scholarly communication, especially when referring to works that are part of a larger
whole or are themselves titles. Understanding how to correctly format these citations in
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) ensures that your readers can easily locate your
sources and that you give proper credit to the original authors. This comprehensive guide
will delve into the nuances of citing quoted titles, covering various scenarios from journal
articles and book chapters to essays and poems, and will provide clear, actionable
examples to help you master this crucial aspect of academic writing. We will explore the
specific rules for both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography, highlighting the
differences and commonalities. Furthermore, this article will address frequently asked
questions to provide an even more robust understanding of this often-misunderstood
citation practice.
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Understanding the Basics of Quoted Titles in
Chicago Style
In the Chicago Manual of Style, the treatment of titles within citations depends
significantly on the type of work being referenced. Generally, titles of shorter works that
are part of a larger whole—such as journal articles, book chapters, essays, poems, short
stories, and songs—are enclosed in quotation marks. Conversely, titles of standalone,
larger works—like books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and websites—are italicized.
This distinction is fundamental and forms the basis for all correct Chicago-style citations
involving titles. Mastering this rule is the first step to accurately citing quoted titles in
your academic work.

When a title is enclosed in quotation marks, it signifies that the work is a component of a
larger publication or collection. For instance, a specific essay within an anthology would
have its title in quotation marks, while the title of the anthology itself would be italicized.
This hierarchy helps readers understand the relationship between the cited work and its
source. The Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes clarity and consistency, and this rule
ensures that the structure of your sources is immediately apparent.



Citing Journal Articles with Quoted Titles in
Chicago Style
Citing journal articles in Chicago style requires careful attention to how the article title is
presented. The title of the journal article itself is always enclosed in quotation marks,
whereas the title of the journal in which it appears is italicized. This applies to both
footnote/endnote citations and bibliography entries.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Journal Article
The standard format for a footnote or endnote citation of a journal article begins with the
author's name (First Last), followed by the title of the article in quotation marks. Then
comes the title of the journal in italics, followed by the volume number, issue number (if
applicable), publication date, and page numbers where the article can be found. Here is a
typical structure:

Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Season/Month Year): Page Number(s).

For example, if you were citing an article by Jane Doe titled "The Impact of Digital Media
on Modern Literature" published in Volume 25, Issue 3 of the Journal of Contemporary
Studies in the Fall of 2023, and it started on page 45, your footnote would look like this:

1. Jane Doe, “The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Literature,” Journal of Contemporary
Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2023): 45.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article
The bibliography entry for a journal article follows a similar structure but with a few key
differences, primarily in the ordering of elements and punctuation. The author's last name
comes first (Last Name, First Name), followed by the article title in quotation marks. The
journal title is italicized. The volume and issue numbers are presented, followed by the
year of publication and then the full page range of the article. The bibliography entry for
the previous example would be:

Doe, Jane. “The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Literature.” Journal of Contemporary
Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2023): 45–60.

Note that the page range in the bibliography (45–60) reflects the entire article's
pagination, whereas the footnote citation usually points to the specific page(s) you
referenced. This distinction is crucial for bibliographical accuracy.

Citing Book Chapters and Essays with Quoted
Titles in Chicago Style
Similar to journal articles, the titles of individual book chapters or essays published within



a larger edited volume are placed in quotation marks. The title of the book itself, however,
remains in italics. This convention applies whether the book is a monograph, an anthology,
or a collection of essays.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Book Chapter or Essay
When citing a chapter or essay, you will typically include the author of that specific piece,
followed by the title of the chapter/essay in quotation marks. Then, you will indicate that it
is "in" the larger book, providing the book's title in italics, followed by the editor's name (if
applicable), publication information, and the page numbers for that specific chapter/essay.

Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Chapter or Essay,” in Title of Book, ed.
Editor’s First Name Last Name, Page Number(s).

Consider an essay by John Smith titled "The Evolution of the Novel" found within an edited
collection called Literary Critiques, edited by Emily Davis, published in 2022, and the
essay appears on pages 112-130. The footnote citation would be:

2. John Smith, “The Evolution of the Novel,” in Literary Critiques, ed. Emily Davis (New
York: Academic Press, 2022), 115.

If the book is a collection by a single author, the editor's name is omitted.

Bibliography Entry for a Book Chapter or Essay
The bibliography entry for a book chapter or essay follows the footnote format closely but
is adjusted for the standard last-name-first structure for the author of the chapter/essay
and the full page range of that contribution. The editor's name will appear in the format
First Name Last Name after the book title.

Smith, John. “The Evolution of the Novel.” In Literary Critiques, edited by Emily Davis,
112–130. New York: Academic Press, 2022.

Again, if the book is by a single author and you're citing a chapter from it, you would list
the author of the book, then the chapter title in quotes, followed by the book title in italics
and the relevant page numbers. The editor's name would not be included.

Citing Shorter Works within Larger Collections
(Poems, Short Stories, etc.)
The principle of using quotation marks for shorter works contained within larger
collections extends to other forms of creative writing, such as poems, short stories, and
songs. These are treated similarly to book chapters and essays in terms of citation format.



Footnote/Endnote Citation for Poems and Short Stories
When citing a poem or short story, you will put the title of the poem or story in quotation
marks. This is then followed by "in" and the title of the collection or anthology in italics.
You will also include the author of the poem/story, the editor of the collection (if
applicable), and the publication details.

Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Poem or Short Story,” in Title of Collection
or Anthology, Page Number(s).

For instance, to cite Robert Frost's poem "The Road Not Taken" from the collection The
Poetry of Robert Frost, published in 1979, appearing on page 78, the footnote would be:

3. Robert Frost, “The Road Not Taken,” in The Poetry of Robert Frost (New York: Modern
Library, 1979), 78.

Bibliography Entry for Poems and Short Stories
The bibliography entry will list the author of the poem or short story first, followed by the
title in quotation marks. Then comes the title of the collection or anthology in italics, along
with its publication details and the full page range of the poem or story within that
collection.

Frost, Robert. “The Road Not Taken.” In The Poetry of Robert Frost, 78–79. New York:
Modern Library, 1979.

It is important to be consistent with the punctuation and formatting for each type of
source. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed examples for a vast array of source
types, so always consult the latest edition for specific guidance.

Citing Online Content with Quoted Titles in
Chicago Style
Citing online content that contains works with quoted titles follows the same fundamental
rules as their print counterparts, with the addition of elements necessary for online
retrieval.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Online Articles or
Chapters
When citing an article or essay found online, its title will be in quotation marks. If the
article is part of a larger website or an online journal, the website or journal title will be
italicized. Include the author, the title of the quoted work, the title of the larger italicized
source, the publication date, and the URL. If a specific page number is available, include
it, but the URL is paramount for online sources.



Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Online Article,” Title of Website or Online
Journal, Publication Date, Accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

For example, to cite an online article by Sarah Chen titled "The Future of Renewable
Energy," published on the website EcoWatch on January 15, 2024, and accessed on March
10, 2024, the citation would be:

4. Sarah Chen, “The Future of Renewable Energy,” EcoWatch, January 15, 2024, accessed
March 10, 2024, https://www.ecowatch.com/future-renewable-energy.html.

Bibliography Entry for Online Content
The bibliography entry for online content will again start with the author's last name first.
The title of the online article is in quotation marks, followed by the italicized title of the
website or online journal. The publication date and the URL are crucial. The access date is
typically included in the bibliography as well.

Chen, Sarah. “The Future of Renewable Energy.” EcoWatch. January 15, 2024. Accessed
March 10, 2024. https://www.ecowatch.com/future-renewable-energy.html.

It is important to note that if the online content is a standalone piece without a clear
larger publication, the title of the specific piece might be italicized if it's considered a
distinct work (e.g., a standalone blog post that functions like an essay). However, when it's
an article within a larger online publication, the article title gets quotes, and the
publication title gets italics.

The Chicago Bibliography Entry for Quoted Titles
The bibliography in Chicago style serves as a comprehensive list of all sources cited in
your work, presented in alphabetical order by author's last name. For entries that involve
quoted titles, the fundamental principle remains: titles of shorter works appear in
quotation marks, and titles of longer, standalone works are italicized.

Key Elements of a Bibliography Entry with Quoted Titles
Regardless of whether you are citing a journal article, a book chapter, an essay, a poem,
or a short story, the bibliography entry will generally include the following information,
though the order and specific details may vary slightly:

Author of the cited work (Last Name, First Name)

Title of the cited work (in quotation marks)

Title of the larger work (e.g., journal, book, anthology) (in italics)

Publication information (editor, publisher, year)

Page numbers (full range for the cited work)



For online sources, URL and access date

The consistent application of these elements ensures that your bibliography is not only
accurate but also easy for your readers to navigate. The primary goal is to provide
sufficient information for a reader to locate the source independently.

Example Variations in Bibliography Entries
Let's revisit some of our examples to highlight the consistent structure in the bibliography:

Journal Article: Doe, Jane. “The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Literature.”
Journal of Contemporary Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2023): 45–60.

Book Chapter: Smith, John. “The Evolution of the Novel.” In Literary Critiques,
edited by Emily Davis, 112–130. New York: Academic Press, 2022.

Poem: Frost, Robert. “The Road Not Taken.” In The Poetry of Robert Frost, 78–79.
New York: Modern Library, 1979.

Online Article: Chen, Sarah. “The Future of Renewable Energy.” EcoWatch. January
15, 2024. Accessed March 10, 2024.
https://www.ecowatch.com/future-renewable-energy.html.

These examples demonstrate the standardized approach Chicago style takes towards
citing works that are part of larger publications, ensuring clarity and proper attribution
for every quoted title.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago
Citation Examples for Quoted Titles
When navigating Chicago citation examples for quoted titles, certain common errors can
arise. The most frequent mistake is confusing whether a title should be in quotation marks
or italics. Remember the core principle: if it's a part of a larger whole, it gets quotation
marks; if it's a standalone entity, it gets italics. This applies universally across different
media types.

Avoiding Common Errors
Another pitfall is inconsistent formatting, particularly with punctuation or the inclusion of
optional elements like the publisher in footnotes. While the Chicago Manual of Style is
detailed, understanding the underlying logic of distinguishing between shorter and longer
works is key to applying the rules correctly even in less common scenarios.

Incorrect: "The Road Not Taken" in The Poetry of Robert Frost.



Correct: “The Road Not Taken,” in The Poetry of Robert Frost.

Ensure you are using the correct order of elements for both footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography. For instance, in footnotes, the author's name is typically First Last, while in
the bibliography, it's Last, First. Also, be mindful of abbreviations like "ed." for editor and
"no." for number.

Best Practices for Accuracy
To ensure accuracy, always refer to the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. If
you are using citation management software, understand how it functions and always
double-check its output against the manual's guidelines. Familiarize yourself with the
specific types of sources you use most frequently. For example, if you are a literature
student, focus on the rules for citing essays, poems, and short stories within anthologies. If
you are a science student, prioritize journal articles.

The practice of meticulously citing quoted titles not only fulfills academic requirements
but also demonstrates a respect for the intellectual work of others. By understanding and
applying these Chicago citation examples for quoted titles, you contribute to the scholarly
dialogue with precision and integrity.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary rule for using quotation marks
versus italics for titles in Chicago style?
A: The primary rule in Chicago style is that titles of shorter works that are part of a larger
whole are enclosed in quotation marks, while titles of standalone, larger works are
italicized. Examples of shorter works include journal articles, book chapters, essays,
poems, and short stories. Examples of standalone works include books, journals,
magazines, and websites.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from a book where the
chapter title is in quotation marks and the book title is
in italics?
A: For a footnote or endnote, you would cite it as: Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title
of Chapter,” in Title of Book, Page Number(s). For the bibliography, it's: Author’s Last
Name, First Name. “Title of Chapter.” In Title of Book, Page Number(s). If the book is
edited, you'll include the editor's name after the book title in the footnote/endnote and
after the edited book title in the bibliography.



Q: Does the rule for quoted titles apply to online
articles?
A: Yes, the rule generally applies to online articles. If an online article is part of a larger
website or an online journal, the article's title will be in quotation marks, and the website
or online journal's title will be italicized. For example, “Title of Online Article,” Title of
Website or Online Journal.

Q: What if I am citing an essay from a collection written
by a single author? How do I format that quoted title?
A: If an essay from a collection by a single author has its title in quotation marks, and the
book title is in italics, the citation format is similar to citing an essay in an edited
collection. For a footnote: Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Essay,” in Title of
Book, Page Number(s). For the bibliography: Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of
Essay.” In Title of Book, Page Number(s).

Q: Are there any exceptions to the rule about quoting
titles of shorter works?
A: While the rule is quite consistent, there can be subtle distinctions. For example, very
short, untitled pieces of common authorship might not require quotation marks. However,
for most academic and scholarly contexts, the rule of quoting titles of shorter works within
larger publications holds firm. Always consult the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive
guidance on specific edge cases.

Q: How do I handle the page numbers for a quoted title
in the bibliography compared to a footnote?
A: In a footnote or endnote, you typically cite the specific page number(s) you directly
referenced. In the bibliography, you provide the full page range of the chapter, essay,
poem, or article within the larger work. For example, a footnote might cite page 115,
while the bibliography would list pages 112–130.

Q: What if the online source does not have a clear
publication date?
A: If an online source lacks a publication date, you should indicate this in your citation. In
Chicago style, you would typically use "n.d." (no date) in place of the publication date in
both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. For example, “Title of Article,” Website
Name, n.d., Accessed Month Day, Year, URL.



Q: Does the title of a song found within an album
require quotation marks in Chicago style?
A: Yes, similar to other shorter works, the title of a song is generally enclosed in quotation
marks. The title of the album itself would be italicized. For example, a footnote might
read: Artist’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Song,” Title of Album, Record Label, Year of
Release. The bibliography would follow a similar structure with the artist's last name first.
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