chicago citation examples for publisher
name

Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Publisher Name

chicago citation examples for publisher name is a crucial element for any academic or
professional writer seeking to adhere to the meticulous standards of the Chicago Manual
of Style. Proper attribution not only avoids plagiarism but also lends credibility and
authority to your research, allowing readers to trace your sources with ease. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of citing publishers in both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems of Chicago style, offering clear examples and
explanations to navigate common scenarios. We will explore how to format publisher
names accurately, handle variations, and ensure your citations are both compliant and
effective. Mastering these details is essential for clear academic communication and
scholarly integrity.
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Understanding the Importance of Publisher
Information

Publisher information is a cornerstone of accurate bibliographic citation. It provides
readers with vital details about the entity responsible for producing and distributing the
work, enabling them to locate and verify the source. In academic writing, particularly
when using the Chicago Manual of Style, the publisher's name is a mandatory component
of most bibliographic entries and notes. It contributes to the completeness and usability of
your citations, acting as a key identifier beyond just the author and title.

The inclusion of the publisher's name helps differentiate between various editions of the
same book, especially in instances where different publishers might release new versions
or printings. This distinction is crucial for researchers who need to consult specific
editions for their work. Furthermore, a correctly cited publisher can offer contextual clues
about the work's origin, potential biases, or intended audience, adding another layer of
understanding for your readers.

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System



Examples

The Notes-Bibliography system, favored in the humanities, requires detailed footnotes or
endnotes for each citation and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The
publisher's name is typically included in the bibliography entry and can also appear in the
initial note for a source.

Bibliography Entries for Books

When creating a bibliography entry for a book in the Notes-Bibliography system, the
publisher's name usually follows the title and is preceded by a colon. It is generally
presented in its full, official form. Location information (city of publication) is also typically
included before the publisher's name.

e For a standard book:

Dillard, Annie. Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. HarperCollins, 1974.

Here, "HarperCollins" is the publisher's name, appearing after the book title and
publication year. The city of publication (if readily available and desired) would precede
this.

e For books with multiple publishers (rare, but can occur):

Smith, John. The Art of Citation. University of Chicago Press; Oxford University Press,
2020.

In such cases, list the primary publisher first, followed by others if necessary, separated
by semicolons.

Notes for Books

In the notes section, the publisher information is often included in the first note for a
particular source, but may be omitted in subsequent notes for the same source if it is
clearly identified.

¢ First note for a book:

1. Annie Dillard, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek (New York: HarperCollins, 1974), 45.

Notice that the publisher name, "HarperCollins," appears after the publication city and
before the publication year.

e Subsequent notes for the same book:

2. Dillard, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, 78.



As you can see, the publisher's name is omitted in subsequent notes for brevity, assuming
the source is clear from the context.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System Examples

The Author-Date system is commonly used in the sciences and social sciences. It relies on
parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list at the end of the document. The
publisher information follows a slightly different format in this system.

Reference List Entries for Books

In the reference list of the Author-Date system, the publisher's name generally appears at
the end of the entry, after the publication year and is separated by a comma.

e For a standard book:

Smith, John. 2020. The Art of Citation. New York: University of Chicago Press.

In this example, "University of Chicago Press" is the publisher's name, placed at the
conclusion of the entry.

e Handling publisher names with corporate authors:

American Psychological Association. 2021. Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association. 7th ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

When the author and publisher are the same entity, the publisher's name is still listed.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations in the Author-Date system use parenthetical references that include the
author's last name, the year of publication, and sometimes page numbers. The publisher's
name does not appear in the in-text citation itself.

For example, a citation within the text might look like this:
(Smith 2020, 15).

Or, if the author is mentioned in the sentence:

Smith argues that proper citation is essential (2020, 15).

The complete publication details, including the publisher's name, will be found in the
corresponding entry in the reference list.



Common Challenges and Solutions for Publisher
Names

While the basic rules are straightforward, certain situations can present challenges when
citing publisher names. Understanding these common issues and their solutions is key to
maintaining accuracy.

Omitting Unnecessary Information

It is important to know what parts of a publisher's name to include and what to omit.

Generally, terms like "Inc.," "Ltd.," "Co.," or "Publishers" are dropped unless they are
essential to identifying the company or if the publisher is known primarily by that full
name.

e Example of omission:

Instead of: "Random House, Inc."
Use: "Random House"

e Example of retention (when necessary):

For a publisher like "John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.," you might retain "John Wiley & Sons" but
omit "Ltd." if "John Wiley & Sons" is the commonly recognized name.

Publisher Subsidiaries and Imprints

When a work is published by a subsidiary or imprint of a larger company, the Chicago
Manual of Style generally recommends citing the specific imprint or subsidiary if it is
clearly identified as the publisher on the title page. If the larger company name is also
prominent, you may choose to include both.

e Citing an imprint:

Davenport, John. The Secret Garden. Vintage Books, 2018.

Here, "Vintage Books" is an imprint of Random House, but citing "Vintage Books" is
sufficient if that's what appears as the publisher.

e Citing both imprint and parent company (less common but acceptable if emphasis is
needed):

Johnson, Emily. Narratives of Change. Anchor Books, a division of Random House, 2019.



Publisher Names that are also Author Names

As seen in the Author-Date example with the American Psychological Association, when
the author and publisher are the same entity, the publisher's name is still listed. This
ensures completeness in the citation.

For example, a university press publishing a work by its own faculty would still list the
university press as the publisher.

Specialized Cases in Citing Publishers

Beyond standard books, certain types of publications or less common scenarios require
specific approaches to citing publisher names.

Government Publications

For government publications, the name of the issuing government agency often serves as
the publisher. In many cases, the agency is also the author. Chicago style advises citing
the most specific agency responsible for the publication.

e Example:

United States. Department of Commerce. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. Tides and Currents Manual. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office,
2017.

Here, "Government Printing Office" is the publisher, and the preceding agencies indicate
the origin.

Self-Published Works

For self-published works, the author is typically listed as the publisher. However, if a
specific publishing service is indicated (e.g., "Xpress Publishing"), that name should be
used.

e Example with author as publisher:

Adams, Jane. My Life Story. Self-published, 2022.

Note: In some cases, for self-published works, you might omit the publisher if the author is
also clearly stated as the publisher and the work is readily identifiable.

Works Published by Organizations or Institutions

When an organization or institution is responsible for the publication and it is not a



traditional commercial publisher, the organization's name functions as the publisher.

e Example:

World Health Organization. Global Health Report. Geneva: World Health Organization,
2023.

The organization's name is listed as both author and publisher.

Final Considerations for Publisher Name
Citations

Consistency and clarity are paramount when citing publisher names according to the
Chicago Manual of Style. Always refer to the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of
Style for definitive guidance, as rules can evolve. Pay close attention to the title page of
the work you are citing, as this is the primary source for publisher information.

Ensure that you are using the correct system (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date) as per
your instructor's or publication's requirements. This will dictate where and how the
publisher's name appears in your citations. A well-formatted bibliography or reference list,
with accurate publisher details, significantly enhances the academic rigor and
trustworthiness of your work, allowing your readers to engage more deeply with your
research.

FAQ

Q: What is the most common way to cite a publisher’s
name in Chicago style for a book?

A: For a book in the Notes-Bibliography system, the publisher's name typically follows the
book title and precedes the publication year in bibliography entries. In the Author-Date
system, it usually appears at the very end of the reference list entry.

Q: Should I include "Inc." or "Ltd." when citing a
publisher’s name in Chicago style?

A: Generally, you should omit corporate indicators like "Inc.," "Ltd.," "Co.," or "Publishers"
unless they are essential for identifying the publisher or are consistently used by the
publisher itself.

Q: How do I cite a publisher if the author and publisher



are the same entity, like a university press?

A: If the author and publisher are the same, you still list the publisher's name. For
instance, if a university press publishes a book authored by a professor from that
university, the university press name will appear as the publisher.

Q: What is an imprint, and how do I cite it in Chicago
style?

A: An imprint is a brand name used by a publishing house. If the imprint name is clearly
stated as the publisher on the title page, you should cite the imprint name (e.g., "Vintage
Books").

Q: How do I handle the publisher’s name for
government documents?

A: For government documents, the name of the issuing government agency often serves as
the publisher, or a separate government printing office might be listed as the publisher.
You should cite the most specific agency and the printing office if applicable.

Q: Does the publisher’s name appear in the in-text
citations for Chicago style?

A: No, the publisher's name does not appear in the in-text citations for either the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date systems. It is included in the full bibliographic entry or note.

Q: What if a book has multiple publishers?

A: If a book has multiple publishers, you should list them in the order they appear on the
title page, usually separated by semicolons. For example: "University of Chicago Press;
Oxford University Press."

Q: Where can I find the official guidelines for Chicago
citation examples for publisher name?

A: The most authoritative source for Chicago citation style is the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style, published by the University of Chicago Press.
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