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Understanding Publisher Location in Chicago
Style
chicago citation examples for publisher location are crucial for academic integrity
and the clarity of your research. Properly citing the publisher’s location ensures readers
can locate the original source of your information, contributing to the credibility and
verifiability of your work. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides specific
guidelines for including this information in both notes-bibliography and author-date
systems, though its prominence has evolved over time. This guide will delve into the
nuances of citing publisher locations, offering clear examples and practical advice for
various publication types. Understanding this detail is not just about following a rule; it’s
about contributing to a scholarly conversation by providing precise bibliographical data.

The inclusion and formatting of the publisher's location can vary depending on the type of
source material, such as books, articles, or digital content. While some styles have moved
away from requiring publisher location for every source, Chicago style still emphasizes its
importance, particularly for books, as it helps differentiate between publishers with the
same name or similar imprints. This article aims to demystify the process, providing
straightforward examples to help you navigate these requirements with confidence. We
will explore when and how to include this essential element in your Chicago-style
citations.
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The Role of Publisher Location in Chicago Style
Citations
The publisher's location, often a city name, serves as a significant piece of bibliographical
data in Chicago-style citations. Its primary function is to aid in the unambiguous
identification of the publisher. In instances where multiple publishing houses share similar
names, or when a publisher has branches in various cities, specifying the location helps
the reader pinpoint the exact edition or imprint being referenced. This precision is
fundamental to academic research, allowing for the verification of sources and the
retrieval of the correct material.

Historically, publisher location was considered a vital component for distinguishing
between different editions of a book. While digital access has altered how readers interact
with sources, Chicago style maintains the practice for print materials as a standard of
thoroughness. It’s a detail that contributes to a complete bibliographic record, offering a
layer of context and specificity that can be invaluable, especially when dealing with older
or less common publications. Adhering to this requirement demonstrates a commitment to
scholarly precision.

Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography System:
Publisher Location Examples
In the Notes-Bibliography system of Chicago style, the publisher's location is typically
included in the bibliography entry for books. It follows the publisher's name, separated by
a comma. For notes, the publisher and location are usually omitted on the first reference
unless crucial for identification, and then they appear in subsequent notes in an
abbreviated form.

Book Citations in the Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography)
For a standard book, the format is Author Last Name, Author First Name. Book Title. City
of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example 1: Single Publisher City

Smith, John. The History of Academia. New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Example 2: Multiple Publisher Cities Listed

When a book lists multiple cities for the publisher, choose the first city listed.

Jones, Sarah. Advances in Linguistics. London; New York: Routledge, 2021.

Example 3: Publisher with Parent Company



If a work is published by an imprint of a larger corporation, list the imprint and its
location.

Williams, David. Contemporary Art Trends. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2018.

Notes (Notes-Bibliography)
In the notes, the publisher and location are generally not included unless the citation is
very brief or for a specific reason of disambiguation. The standard note format for a book
is:

Author First Name Last Name, Book Title (City of Publication: Publisher, Year of1.
Publication), page number.

Example 1: Full Note on First Reference (less common, used for clarity)

1. John Smith, The History of Academia (New York: Oxford University Press, 2019),
45.

Example 2: Standard Note (Subsequent References)

2. Smith, History of Academia, 78.

Example 3: For subsequent references, often the publisher and location are
omitted entirely.

3. Smith, 78.

Chicago Style Author-Date System: Publisher
Location Examples
In the Author-Date system, the publisher's location is also a standard component,
primarily for books, appearing in the reference list. The format generally mirrors that of
the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, but it's crucial to remember the
different citation structure for in-text citations.

Book Citations in the Reference List (Author-Date)
The structure for books in the reference list is similar to the Notes-Bibliography system's
bibliography.



Example 1: Standard Book Entry

Miller, Emily. 2020. The Science of Climate Change. Boston: Beacon Press.

Example 2: Publisher with Multiple Locations

Davis, Robert. 2017. Ancient Civilizations Rediscovered. Oxford; New York: Oxford
University Press.

Example 3: Publisher Imprint

Brown, Karen. 2022. Modern Architecture Today. New Haven: Yale University Press.

In-Text Citations (Author-Date)
In-text citations in the Author-Date system do not include the publisher's location. They
typically consist of the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number.

Example:

(Miller 2020, 112).

When to Omit Publisher Location in Chicago Style
While Chicago style generally favors including publisher location, there are specific
circumstances where it is omitted or not applicable. Understanding these exceptions is
key to accurate citation.

Periodicals and Journals
For articles published in scholarly journals or periodicals, the publisher location is
typically not cited. The journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers are sufficient for
identification.

Example (Bibliography/Reference List):

Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Social Media." Journal of Communication Studies 45,
no. 2 (2018): 150-165.



Websites and Online Resources
For websites and most online content, publisher location is often not included unless it is
integral to identifying the source, such as in the case of a specific corporate entity with a
physical address that is relevant to the publication.

Example (Bibliography/Reference List):

National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars Exploration." Accessed
November 15, 2023. https://www.nasa.gov/mars.

Works with No Clear Publisher or Location
In rare cases, a work may not have a clearly identifiable publisher or location. In such
instances, you would omit this information. If a date is also missing, you would use "n.d."
for "no date."

Government Documents and Corporate Publications
For many government documents or reports issued by corporations, the name of the
issuing body often suffices, and a specific city of publication might not be necessary if the
organization is well-known globally or domestically.

Publisher Location for Different Source Types
The specific requirements for publisher location can vary slightly based on the type of
source material you are citing. Adhering to the correct format ensures clarity and
consistency within your work.

Books
As previously detailed, publisher location is standard for books in both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems. It's one of the core elements for identifying the
publication details.

Example:

Chen, Li. The Art of Translation. Beijing: Peking University Press, 2020.



Edited Volumes and Anthologies
When citing an entire edited volume, the publisher location follows the publisher's name.
If you are citing a specific chapter, the editor's information takes precedence, but the
volume's publisher details are still relevant for the overall source.

Example:

Johnson, Robert, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. London: Bloomsbury Publishing,
2018.

Dissertations and Theses
When citing dissertations and theses, the location of the university or granting institution
is usually included.

Example:

Patel, Priya. "Urban Development in South Asia." PhD diss., University of Mumbai,
2019.

Audiovisual Material
For films, television programs, and other audiovisual materials, the location of the
production company or distributor is generally included.

Example:

Director, Name. Film Title. City of Distribution: Production Company, Year.

Nolan, Christopher. Inception. Los Angeles: Warner Bros., 2010.

Common Challenges and Solutions for Publisher
Location
Navigating publisher locations can sometimes present minor challenges. Here are some
common issues and their resolutions according to Chicago style guidelines.



Multiple Publisher Cities Listed
If a book's title page lists multiple cities where the publisher is located, Chicago style
recommends using the first city listed. This provides a consistent point of reference.

Solution:

Identify the very first city named on the title page or in the copyright information and
use that in your citation.

Publisher Offices in Different Countries
When a publisher has offices in multiple countries, the city of publication is still the
primary indicator. If the country is also listed and important for disambiguation, it can be
included, but usually, the city is sufficient.

Solution:

Prioritize the city specified for publication. If a country is listed and crucial, consider
including it after the city, though this is less common for well-known publishers.

Self-Published Works
For self-published books, the author's name might also be listed as the publisher. In this
case, use the author’s name as the publisher and include the location of publication if
available. If no location is specified, omit it.

Solution:

Use the author's name as the publisher and add the city if it is provided.

Example: Johnson, Sarah. My Life Story. London: Sarah Johnson, 2022.

Publisher Name Changes or Mergers
If a publisher has undergone name changes or mergers, cite the name as it appears on the
edition you are using. The location should correspond to that imprint.

Solution:

Refer to the specific imprint and location as presented on the publication itself.



Ensuring Accuracy in Your Chicago Citations
Accuracy in your Chicago citations, including the publisher's location, is paramount for
academic honesty and clarity. Take the time to verify all details before finalizing your
bibliography or reference list.

Thoroughly examine the title page and copyright page of the source material. These pages
are the definitive sources for publisher information and location. Cross-reference with
online databases or publisher websites if there is any ambiguity, but always prioritize the
information as it appears in the physical or digital version of the work you consulted.

Utilize citation management software as a helpful tool, but always review its output for
accuracy. These tools can automate much of the citation process, but human verification is
still essential. Double-checking each element—author, title, publisher, location, and
year—will prevent errors and enhance the overall quality of your academic work, ensuring
readers can easily locate and verify the sources you’ve used.

Familiarize yourself with the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, as guidelines
can be updated. Consistent application of the rules across your entire document will
demonstrate a professional and meticulous approach to research and writing.

---

FAQ

Q: Is publisher location always required in Chicago
style?
A: In Chicago style, publisher location is generally required for books in both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems. However, it is typically omitted for periodicals,
journals, and most online resources where other identifying information is sufficient.

Q: What if a book lists multiple cities for the publisher?
Which one should I use?
A: If a book’s title page lists multiple cities for the publisher, Chicago style advises you to
use the first city listed. This ensures consistency in your citations.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for



journal articles?
A: No, publisher location is generally not required for journal articles. The journal title,
volume, issue number, and page numbers are the essential identifying details for journal
articles in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a book published by an imprint of a
larger publishing house?
A: When citing a book published by an imprint, you should list the imprint’s name and its
corresponding city of publication, followed by the parent company if it's crucial for
identification, although typically the imprint is sufficient.

Q: What if I cannot find a publisher location for a book?
A: If a book genuinely lacks a discernible publisher location on its title page or copyright
page, you should omit the location from your citation. This is a rare occurrence for most
commercially published books.

Q: Should I include the country along with the city for
the publisher location?
A: Typically, only the city is required for the publisher's location. Including the country is
usually unnecessary unless it's vital for disambiguating between publishers with the same
city name in different countries, which is uncommon for major publishers.

Q: Does the publisher location appear in both the notes
and the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the publisher and its location are generally included
in the bibliography entry. In notes, they are usually omitted unless the first note needs to
be particularly detailed or for subsequent notes where only the author and title are
insufficient for identification.

Q: How is publisher location handled for dissertations
and theses?
A: For dissertations and theses, you would cite the location of the university or institution
that granted the degree. For example, "PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley."
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