
chicago citation examples for patents
Navigating Chicago Citation Examples for Patents: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago citation examples for patents are essential for researchers, academics, and legal
professionals needing to accurately document and reference these crucial intellectual property
documents. Proper citation ensures academic integrity, avoids plagiarism, and allows readers to
locate the original patent information easily. This guide will delve into the intricacies of citing
patents in Chicago style, covering various patent types and essential components of a complete
citation. We will explore the foundational elements, specific examples for different scenarios, and
the nuances of citing patents within footnotes and bibliographies, providing a clear and authoritative
resource for all your patent citation needs. Understanding these examples will streamline your
research and writing process, ensuring your work adheres to the highest academic standards.
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Understanding the Core Elements of Patent Citations

When constructing a Chicago style citation for a patent, several key pieces of information are
indispensable. These elements work together to provide a complete and unambiguous reference to
the patent document. Without these components, a reader would struggle to locate the specific
patent being discussed. Accuracy and completeness are paramount to ensuring the efficacy of your
citation.

The fundamental components of a patent citation typically include the patent holder (assignee), the
patent number, the title of the patent, the filing date, and the issuance date. The patent number is
the unique identifier assigned by the patent office, serving as the primary key for retrieval. The
patent holder is crucial for understanding ownership, while the title offers a brief description of the
invention. The filing and issuance dates provide temporal context for the invention's development
and legal standing.

Patent Holder or Assignee
The patent holder, often referred to as the assignee, is the entity or individual to whom the patent
rights are granted. This is a critical piece of information as it indicates ownership of the intellectual
property. In Chicago style, the assignee is typically listed first in the citation. If the patent was
originally filed by an inventor and later assigned to a company, the assignee is the one that should
be cited, though in some contexts, the original inventor might also be mentioned.



Patent Number
The patent number is a unique alphanumeric code assigned by the patent office upon the grant of a
patent. This number is the most direct way to identify and retrieve a specific patent. Patent numbers
can vary in format depending on the country of origin and the type of patent. For instance, US utility
patents are typically numbered consecutively, while design patents and plant patents have different
numbering systems.

Patent Title
The title of the patent is a concise description of the invention. It provides a quick overview of what
the patent covers. While it might seem straightforward, the title can sometimes be quite technical or
broad. It's important to accurately transcribe the title as it appears on the official patent document.

Filing and Issuance Dates
Two dates are crucial for patent citations: the filing date and the issuance date. The filing date is the
date on which the patent application was submitted to the patent office. The issuance date, also
known as the grant date, is the date on which the patent was officially granted. Both dates are
essential for understanding the patent's timeline and its legal status.

Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Patents

Citing patents in footnotes within a Chicago style document requires a specific format to ensure
clarity and conciseness. Footnotes are designed for brief references that direct the reader to the full
bibliographic information without disrupting the flow of the main text. The exact format can vary
slightly depending on whether it's the first reference or a subsequent one.

The initial footnote citation for a patent typically includes more detailed information, akin to a
bibliography entry, but often more abbreviated. Subsequent citations can be significantly shortened,
using "Ibid." or a shortened form of the original citation. Understanding these distinctions is key to
maintaining consistency and adhering to Chicago style guidelines.

First Footnote Reference for a US Patent
For the first mention of a US patent in a footnote, the following format is generally used:

First Name Last Name of Patent Holder, "Title of Patent," U.S. Patent No. [Patent Number],
issued [Month Day, Year], col. [column number] (if applicable).

For example:

Elon Musk, "Dual Mode Solid Rocket Motor Having Extendable Nozzle," U.S. Patent No.



8,042,474, issued October 25, 2011, col. 3.

Subsequent Footnote Reference for a US Patent
Once a patent has been cited in a footnote, subsequent references can be abbreviated. If it's the
immediately preceding citation, "Ibid." is used. If not, a shortened version is employed:

Patent Holder Last Name, "Shortened Title," U.S. Patent No. [Patent Number].

For example, if the previous citation was for the Musk patent:

Musk, "Dual Mode Solid Rocket Motor," U.S. Patent No. 8,042,474.

If it was the immediately preceding citation, you would use:

Ibid.

Citing Foreign Patents in Footnotes
Citing patents from other countries follows a similar structure but must include the country of origin
and the patent's specific designation (e.g., EP for European Patent, GB for Great Britain).

First Name Last Name of Patent Holder, "Title of Patent," Country Patent No. [Patent
Number], issued [Month Day, Year].

For example, a European patent might be cited as:

Innovatech Corp., "Advanced Battery Technology," EP Patent No. 1234567, issued March 15,
2023.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Patents

The bibliography section in a Chicago style paper provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited
in the work. For patents, this entry offers a more formal and complete record than a footnote. The
bibliography entry should include all essential details necessary for the reader to locate the patent
independently.

The structure in the bibliography is similar to the first footnote, but the order and punctuation may



differ slightly to conform to bibliographic conventions. Consistency in formatting across all entries is
a hallmark of a well-prepared bibliography.

Bibliography Entry for a US Patent
The standard format for a US patent in a Chicago style bibliography is:

Patent Holder Last Name, First Name. "Title of Patent." U.S. Patent No. [Patent Number].
Issued [Month Day, Year].

Using the previous example:

Musk, Elon. "Dual Mode Solid Rocket Motor Having Extendable Nozzle." U.S. Patent No.
8,042,474. Issued October 25, 2011.

Bibliography Entry for a Foreign Patent
Similar to footnotes, foreign patents require specifying the issuing country and its patent
designation.

Patent Holder Last Name, First Name. "Title of Patent." Patent Country Designation Patent
No. [Patent Number]. Issued [Month Day, Year].

Example for a German patent:

Schmidt, Hans. "Efficient Solar Panel Design." DE Patent No. 102019001234, Issued January
20, 2021.

Including the Inventor if Different from the Assignee
In some cases, it may be important to note the original inventor if they are different from the
assignee. While the assignee is primary, the inventor can be included:

Patent Holder Company Name. Inventors: First Name Last Name and First Name Last Name.
"Title of Patent." U.S. Patent No. [Patent Number]. Issued [Month Day, Year].

Example:

Tech Innovations Inc. Inventors: Jane Doe and John Smith. "Improved Filtration System." U.S.
Patent No. 9,876,543. Issued November 5, 2018.



Citing Different Types of Patents in Chicago Style

The world of patents extends beyond just standard utility patents. There are design patents, plant
patents, and international patent applications, each with its own specific designation and citation
nuances. Chicago style aims for consistency, but the specific identifiers used for these different
types must be accurately reflected.

Understanding the distinction between these patent types and how to represent them correctly is
crucial for any researcher dealing with intellectual property law or the history of technology. Each
type has a unique identifier that must be present in the citation.

Citing US Design Patents
Design patents protect the ornamental design of an article of manufacture. They are identified with
a "D" prefix followed by a patent number.

First Name Last Name of Patent Holder, "Title of Design Patent," U.S. Design Pat. No.
D[Patent Number], issued [Month Day, Year].

Example:

Apple Inc., "Display Screen with Graphical User Interface for a Portable Electronic Device,"
U.S. Design Pat. No. D850,019, issued June 4, 2019.

Citing US Plant Patents
Plant patents are granted for new and distinct asexually reproduced plant varieties. They are
typically denoted by a "P.P." prefix.

First Name Last Name of Patent Holder, "Title of Plant Patent," U.S. Plant Pat. No. P.P.[Patent
Number], issued [Month Day, Year].

Example:

Ball Horticultural Company, "Ornamental Plant Named 'Sunny Yellow'," U.S. Plant Pat. No.
P.P.28,789, issued January 23, 2018.



Citing International Patent Applications (PCT)
International patent applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) are not granted
patents but applications that can lead to patents in multiple countries. They are cited differently,
often referencing the publication number.

Inventor Last Name, First Name. "Title of Invention." PCT Int'l Appl. No. [Application Number]
Publication No. WO [Publication Number] (Filed [Day Month Year]).

Example:

Jones, Sarah. "Novel Drug Delivery System." PCT Int'l Appl. No. PCT/US2020/050000
Publication No. WO 2021/012345 A1 (Filed 15 August 2020).

Common Challenges and Solutions in Patent Citation

Citing patents can present unique challenges due to the technical nature of the documents and the
various jurisdictions involved. Researchers may encounter difficulties in identifying the correct
information or ensuring the citation conforms precisely to Chicago style guidelines. However, with
careful attention and an understanding of common pitfalls, these issues can be effectively addressed.

One frequent challenge is distinguishing between different types of patent documents (e.g.,
applications, granted patents, reissues) and their respective citation requirements. Another is
dealing with patents issued before standardized electronic databases, which might require more
manual retrieval and verification of details. Ensuring consistency and accuracy is paramount in
overcoming these obstacles.

Locating Essential Patent Information
The primary challenge for many is simply finding all the necessary components for a citation. Official
patent office websites (like USPTO for the US, EPO for Europe) are invaluable resources. Databases
like Google Patents also offer comprehensive search capabilities. Always cross-reference information
from multiple reliable sources to confirm accuracy.

Handling Complex Patent Assignments
When a patent has been assigned multiple times or has a complex ownership history, identifying the
correct assignee to cite can be confusing. Generally, the most recent assignee at the time of citation
is the one to use, unless the historical assignment is directly relevant to the research.



Ensuring Consistent Formatting
The Chicago Manual of Style provides a framework, but the specific application to patents can
sometimes lead to interpretation. The key is to be consistent within your own work. If you deviate
from a standard example, ensure your chosen format is logical and includes all necessary
information. Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is always recommended for
definitive guidance.

International Patent Variations
Different countries have distinct patent numbering systems and publication formats. When citing
foreign patents, accurately identifying the country of origin and using the correct patent designation
(e.g., JP for Japan, FR for France) is critical. The specific terminology for dates and patent types
might also vary, requiring careful translation and adaptation.

---

Q: What is the most important element in a Chicago citation
for a patent?
A: The most important element in a Chicago citation for a patent is the patent number, as it is the
unique identifier that allows for precise retrieval of the document.

Q: Do I need to include the inventor's name if the patent has
been assigned to a company?
A: Yes, it is often recommended to include the inventor's name, especially if it is different from the
assignee. The assignee is typically listed first, but the inventor's name can be included in
parentheses or as part of the bibliographic entry for completeness.

Q: How do I cite a patent that was filed in the US but granted
in another country?
A: You should cite the patent according to the country where it was granted, using the correct
patent designation for that country. The filing date in the US would be secondary information,
relevant only if it's a different patent application being referenced.

Q: Is there a difference between citing a patent in a footnote
and in a bibliography using Chicago style?
A: Yes, there is a difference. Footnotes are typically more abbreviated, especially for subsequent
citations, while bibliography entries are more complete and provide full details for all cited sources.



Q: What if the patent title is very long or technical?
A: If the patent title is excessively long or overly technical, you may use a shortened version in
subsequent citations, but the full, exact title should be used in the initial footnote and bibliography
entry.

Q: How should I cite a patent that has been reissued?
A: Reissued patents are cited similarly to original patents, but you should include information about
the reissue, such as the reissue number and date, along with the original patent number if relevant.
Consult The Chicago Manual of Style for specific formatting for reissues.

Q: Can I use an online patent database like Google Patents as
my primary source for citation information?
A: While online databases are excellent for locating patents, it is always best to verify the critical
details (like patent number, dates, and title) against the official patent document or the issuing
patent office's official records for maximum accuracy in your citation.
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