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chicago citation examples for op cit are crucial for academic integrity and clear referencing,
especially when dealing with repetitive citations. The op cit abbreviation, derived from the Latin for
"in the same work," offers a concise method for referring back to a previously cited source within a
footnote or endnote. Mastering its correct application, alongside understanding when to use it
versus other shorthand methods like ibid. or short-form titles, is essential for any scholar or writer
adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of op
cit, providing detailed examples for various source types and outlining best practices for its effective
and accurate use in academic writing. We will explore the fundamental principles of Chicago style
referencing and how op cit fits into this system, ensuring your citations are both compliant and
reader-friendly.
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Understanding Op Cit in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the notes and
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses on the notes and bibliography
system, where op cit finds its primary application. In this system, footnotes or endnotes are used to
cite sources, and a bibliography is provided at the end of the work. Op cit serves as a shorthand
within these notes to avoid repeating the full citation details of a source that has already been cited.
Its purpose is to streamline the referencing process, making the notes less cumbersome and the
reader's task of locating the source more efficient, provided it is used correctly and judiciously.

The use of op cit is intended to reduce redundancy when a source is cited multiple times throughout
a paper, but not consecutively. If a source is cited immediately after its first full citation, "Ibid." is
generally preferred. However, if other sources are cited in between, and the original source is
revisited, op cit becomes a viable option. It signals to the reader that the source being referenced is
the same as one previously mentioned in the notes, directing them to look back for the full
bibliographic information.

When to Use Op Cit

The decision to employ op cit hinges on the frequency and pattern of your source usage. It is most



appropriate when a specific source is cited more than once in your notes, but with intervening
citations to other works. This distinguishes its usage from "ibid.," which is used for consecutive
citations of the same source. If you cite a book on page 20, and then cite it again on page 35 after
referencing a journal article on page 30, op cit would be a suitable choice for the citation on page
35.

¢ Op cit is used when a source has been cited previously in the notes.

e [t is appropriate when there are other citations between the first mention of the source and
subsequent mentions.

e [t is not used for consecutive citations of the same source; "ibid." is preferred in such cases.

e The author's last name must precede "op. cit." to ensure clarity, especially if multiple works by
the same author are used.

Understanding these conditions is paramount to using op cit effectively. Incorrect application can
lead to confusion for the reader and compromise the clarity of your academic work. The goal is
always to facilitate, not hinder, the reader's ability to trace your research.

Op Cit Examples for Books

Citing books using op cit requires careful attention to the author's name and the previous full
citation. When you first cite a book, you provide the complete bibliographic details in the footnote or
endnote. Subsequent references to the same book, when other sources have been cited in between,
will use the author's last name followed by "op. cit." and the specific page number. This practice is
common when a particular book serves as a foundational or recurring reference throughout a
research paper.

Let's consider an example. Suppose your first footnote for a book is:

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin
Books, 2006), 92.

If you then cite a different source, and later refer back to Pollan's book, your subsequent note might
look like this:

5. Pollan, op. cit., 155.
This indicates that you are referring to Michael Pollan's The Omnivore's Dilemma again, specifically

to page 155. It is crucial to ensure that the reader can easily locate the original, full citation in
footnote 1 to understand the complete bibliographic information.



Op Cit with Multiple Works by the Same Author

A critical nuance arises when you cite multiple works by the same author. In such instances, simply
using the author's last name and "op. cit." is insufficient, as it does not distinguish between the
different books. Chicago style mandates that you include a shortened version of the title to
differentiate between the works. This ensures that the reader can accurately identify which of the
author's books is being referenced.

For example, if you have cited two books by the same author:

1. Jane Doe, First Book Title (Publisher, Year), 45.
2. Jane Doe, Second Book Title (Publisher, Year), 78.

A subsequent note referencing First Book Title would look like this:
6. Doe, First Book, 110.

And a note referencing Second Book Title would appear as:

8. Doe, Second Book, 142.

This convention is vital for maintaining clarity and avoiding ambiguity when dealing with authors
who have multiple contributions to your research.

Op Cit Examples for Journal Articles

The principles of using op cit for journal articles are consistent with those for books. After the initial
full citation in a footnote or endnote, subsequent references to the same article, when separated by
other citations, will utilize the author's last name, "op. cit.," and the relevant page number. This
applies to scholarly articles published in academic journals, a common source type in research
papers.

Consider the initial citation of a journal article:

3. Sarah Lee, "The Evolution of Digital Libraries," Journal of Information Science 45, no. 3 (2019):
305.

If you refer to this article again after citing other sources, the note would appear as:
7. Lee, op. cit., 312.
This concisely directs the reader back to Sarah Lee's article on digital libraries, page 312. As with

books, if the author has written multiple articles that you are citing, a shortened title would be
necessary to distinguish between them.



Op Cit with Journal Articles and Multiple Authors

When citing journal articles with multiple authors, the op cit format generally follows the same
rules. The first author's last name is used, followed by op cit and the page number. However, the
initial citation would list all authors as per Chicago style guidelines. If a subsequent reference is
made, the first author's last name, op cit, and page number suffice.

If your initial citation for a collaborative work is:

4. John Smith and Emily Jones, "A Study of Urban Sprawl," Urban Planning Review 10, no. 1 (2020):
50.

A later reference to this same article would be:
9. Smith, op. cit., 65.

This ensures that the reader can trace the citation back to the original full entry in the notes.

Op Cit Examples for Other Source Types

While books and journal articles are the most frequent sources where op cit is employed, its
application can extend to other materials as well, including book chapters, reports, and even
websites if they are treated as substantive works. The underlying principle remains the same:
reduce redundancy by referencing a previously fully cited source. The format will adapt to the
original citation's structure.

For a book chapter, an initial citation might look like this:

6. David Chen, "Historical Perspectives on Technology," in Modern Innovations, ed. Maria Garcia
(Academic Press, 2018), 75.

A subsequent op cit reference to this same chapter would be:
12. Chen, op. cit., 88.

The key is to ensure the author's name is clearly linked to the specific work.

Op Cit for Edited Volumes and Anthologies

When citing a work within an edited volume or anthology, and you need to refer back to that specific
contribution, op cit can be used. The initial citation typically includes the author of the contribution,
the title of the contribution, and then details of the edited volume.

For instance, the first citation of a chapter might be:

5. Sarah Miller, "The Impact of Social Media on Politics," in Digital Democracy, edited by Robert



Davis (University of Chicago Press, 2021), 150.
A subsequent note referring to the same chapter by Miller would then be:
10. Miller, op. cit., 165.

This maintains consistency and avoids repeating the entire bibliographic data for the chapter and
the edited volume.

Op Cit vs. Ibid. vs. Short-Form Titles

Understanding the distinctions between op cit, ibid., and short-form titles is crucial for accurate
Chicago style referencing. Each serves a specific purpose in managing citations and reducing
repetition within your notes. While op cit is for recurring citations separated by other sources, ibid.
is reserved for consecutive citations. Short-form titles are generally used in the author-date system
or as a preferred alternative to op cit in some notes and bibliography styles for clarity.

e Ibid.: Used when a source cited in the immediately preceding note is cited again. It is derived
from the Latin "ibidem," meaning "in the same place." If the page number is different, it is
added after ibid. (e.g., Ibid., 45).

¢ Op. cit.: Used for a source that has been cited previously in the notes but not consecutively. It
requires the author's last name (and shortened title if multiple works by the author are cited)
and the page number.

e Short-Form Titles: These are typically author's last name, a shortened version of the title,
and the page number. They are often preferred by many scholars and institutions for their
clarity, especially when dealing with multiple works by the same author or when op cit might
become ambiguous. Chicago style often permits the use of short-form titles as a substitute for
op cit.

Choosing the appropriate shorthand method depends on the citation pattern and sometimes on
stylistic preference, but clarity for the reader should always be the guiding principle.

When Short-Form Titles Might Be Preferable to Op Cit

While op cit is a valid Chicago style convention, many writers and editors find short-form titles to be
more explicit and less prone to confusion. If you have cited multiple works by the same author, using
the short-form title method consistently can enhance readability. It directly names the work being
referenced, eliminating the need for the reader to scan back for an earlier mention of "op. cit." and
identify which of the author's works it refers to.

For example, instead of:



11. Smith, op. cit., 80.
You might opt for:
11. Smith, Second Book, 80.

This is generally considered a clearer and more direct citation, especially in longer works with
complex citation trails. Chicago style is flexible enough to accommodate this preference.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite the utility of op cit, its use can lead to errors if not applied with care. Common mistakes
include using it for consecutive citations, omitting the author's name, or failing to include a
shortened title when multiple works by the same author are cited. Being aware of these potential
pitfalls can help ensure accuracy in your referencing.

e Using Op Cit for Consecutive Citations: Always reserve "ibid." for notes that immediately
follow each other and cite the same source.

e Forgetting the Author's Name: Op cit alone is insufficient; it must always be preceded by
the author's last name.

¢ Not Differentiating Multiple Works by the Same Author: If you cite more than one work
by an author, always include a shortened title with op cit.

e Ambiguity: If there's any chance the reader might be confused about which source "op. cit."
refers to, opt for a short-form title instead.

Diligent proofreading of your notes and bibliography is essential. Cross-referencing your notes with
your bibliography will help catch any inconsistencies or errors in your use of shorthand citation
methods, including op cit.

Ensuring Clarity and Consistency in Op Cit Usage

The ultimate goal of any citation style is to provide clear and accurate information to the reader.
When using op cit, consistency is key. Ensure that you have a clear understanding of the Chicago
Manual of Style's guidelines regarding its usage. If in doubt, it is always better to err on the side of
providing more information rather than less. This might mean opting for a short-form title citation
even when op cit technically applies, especially if it enhances clarity for your specific text and
audience.



Q: What is the primary purpose of using "op. cit." in Chicago
style?

A: The primary purpose of using "op. cit." in Chicago style is to shorten repetitive citations of a
source that has been previously cited in the footnotes or endnotes, but not in the immediately
preceding note. It helps to reduce redundancy and make the notes more concise.

Q: When should I use "ibid." instead of "op. cit."?

A: You should use "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") when the source cited in the immediately
preceding note is the same source you are citing again. "Op. cit." is used only when other sources
have been cited between the current reference and the previous full citation of the same source.

Q: What information must accompany "op. cit." in a Chicago
style note?

A: "Op. cit." must always be preceded by the author's last name. If you are citing multiple works by
the same author, you must also include a shortened version of the title to distinguish between them.
The specific page number being referenced should also be included.

Q: Can "op. cit." be used for online sources in Chicago style?

A: The use of "op. cit." is more traditional and typically applies to printed sources like books and
journal articles. While Chicago style is evolving, it is generally recommended to use short-form titles
for online sources rather than "op. cit." to ensure clarity and directness for the reader, as online
content can be more fluid.

Q: What is an example of "op. cit." used with a book?

A: If your first full citation for a book is: 1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Publisher, 2010), 50.
And you later cite it again after other sources, a note using op. cit. would be: 15. Smith, op. cit., 120.

Q: How do I use "op. cit." if I cite two books by the same
author?

A: If you cite two books by the same author, you must include a shortened title with "op. cit." For
example: 1. John Smith, Book One (Publisher, 2010), 50. 2. John Smith, Book Two (Publisher, 2015),
75. Then, a subsequent note might be: 18. Smith, Book One, 100. or 20. Smith, Book Two, 130.

Q: Is "op. cit." still widely used in academic writing today?

A: While "op. cit." is still a valid convention within the Chicago Manual of Style's notes and
bibliography system, many scholars and institutions are increasingly favoring the use of short-form
titles (author's last name, shortened title, page number) for their enhanced clarity and directness,



especially in longer or more complex works.

Q: What are the main differences between "op. cit." and short-
form titles in Chicago style?

A: "Op. cit." refers to a previously cited work without explicitly naming it, requiring the reader to
look back for context. Short-form titles, on the other hand, explicitly state the author's last name and
a shortened version of the work's title, making it immediately clear which source is being
referenced. Short-form titles are often preferred for their superior clarity.
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