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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for No
Author

chicago citation examples for no author present a common challenge for students and
researchers navigating the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). Accurately attributing sources is
fundamental to academic integrity, and when a clear authorial voice is absent, applying the correct
citation format becomes crucial. This article provides a comprehensive guide to handling these
situations, offering detailed examples for various types of publications, including books, articles,
websites, and more, all presented according to Chicago's Notes-Bibliography system. We will delve
into the nuances of identifying the publishing entity, the importance of the title, and how to construct
both parenthetical citations and full bibliographic entries when an individual author cannot be
identified. Understanding these specific citation rules ensures your work adheres to academic
standards and avoids common pitfalls.
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Why Author Information Matters (and What to Do
When It's Missing)

The author is typically the primary identifier of a source, providing credibility and context. When citing
sources, identifying the author allows readers to trace the origin of ideas and verify the information



presented. In the Chicago Manual of Style, the author's name is usually the first element in both a
footnote/endnote and a bibliography entry. However, many types of publications, particularly those
produced by organizations or compiled anonymously, lack a single, named individual author. In such
cases, CMOS provides specific guidelines to ensure clarity and consistency. The key is to identify the
entity responsible for the work or to use the title as a substitute for the author's name when no
identifiable author or corporate author exists.

Citing Works Without Authors in the Notes-
Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system, favored in the humanities, requires both in-text notes (footnotes or
endnotes) and a bibliography at the end of the paper. When a source lacks an author, the format
shifts in both of these components. The general principle is to move the title to the first position in the
citation. This ensures that the reader can still locate the source easily, even without a named author.
It is crucial to distinguish between a source that genuinely has no author and one where the author's
name is simply not readily apparent or has been omitted by mistake. Thorough research to confirm
the absence of an author is always recommended.

Identifying the "Author" When No Individual is Named

When an individual author is not listed, the next step is to identify a corporate author or the entity
responsible for the publication. This could be an organization, government agency, committee, or
even a collection of authors attributed to a collective. If such an entity can be identified, it is treated
as the author. If, however, no identifiable individual or corporate author can be found, the title of the
work then takes precedence. This systematic approach helps maintain order and readability in
academic works.

Structuring Notes and Bibliography Entries

The structure of notes and bibliography entries changes significantly when there is no author. In a
note, the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles) would appear first,
followed by publication details. In the bibliography, the title also begins the entry, followed by other
relevant information like publication date and publisher. The careful placement of the title serves as
the primary organizational element in the absence of authorial attribution, allowing for
straightforward identification and retrieval of the source.

Books Without Authors: Examples and Explanations

Books that are published without a specific individual author are common, especially in reference
works, edited collections (where the editor is listed, but not a singular author for the entire book), or
works published by an organization under its own name. When citing such books, the title is the most
important piece of information to begin with.



Bibliography Entries for Books Without Authors

For a bibliography entry of a book with no author, you start with the title of the book, italicized. This is
followed by the publication details.

The Chicago Manual of Style. 17th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017.

Guide to the National Parks. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 2020.

Footnote/Endnote Citations for Books Without Authors

In a footnote or endnote, the format is similar, starting with the title, but it generally includes more
specific location information if necessary.

1. The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017), 45.

2. Guide to the National Parks (Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 2020), 112.

Articles and Periodicals Without Authors

Similar to books, articles within journals, magazines, or newspapers might not always have a clearly
identified author, especially in older publications or certain types of feature articles. In these cases,
the title of the article becomes the primary identifier.

Bibliography Entries for Articles Without Authors

For articles where no author is listed, the title of the article is presented first, followed by the
periodical title and publication details.

“The Future of Renewable Energy.” Energy Today, October 2023, 25-28.

“Mysteries of the Deep Sea.” National Geographic, May 2022, 60-75.



Footnote/Endnote Citations for Articles Without Authors

The footnote or endnote citation for an article without an author begins with the article title in
quotation marks, followed by the periodical title and page number.

3. “The Future of Renewable Energy,” Energy Today, October 2023, 27.

4. “Mysteries of the Deep Sea,” National Geographic, May 2022, 65.

Online Resources and Websites Without Identified
Authors

Citing online content without an author requires careful attention, as web pages are frequently
updated or may lack author attribution. The principle remains the same: use the title of the page or
document.

Bibliography Entries for Websites Without Authors

When citing a webpage or an online document without an author, start with the title of the page or
document. Include the website name if it differs from the title, the publication or last updated date (if
available), and the URL.

“Understanding Climate Change Impacts.” NASA Global Climate Change, last modified October
15, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.

“History of the Statue of Liberty.” Statue of Liberty National Monument, n.d.,
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/statue-history.htm.

Footnote/Endnote Citations for Websites Without Authors

The footnote or endnote citation for a webpage without an author will also begin with the title of the
page.

5. “Understanding Climate Change Impacts,” NASA Global Climate Change, last modified
October 15, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.

6. “History of the Statue of Liberty,” Statue of Liberty National Monument, n.d.,



https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/statue-history.htm.

Corporate Authors and Other Entities as Authors

Sometimes, a work is published by an organization, institution, or government agency, and the
organization itself is considered the author. In these cases, the name of the organization appears at
the beginning of the citation, acting as the author.

Bibliography Entries with Corporate Authors

When citing a work by a corporate author, the name of the corporation or organization is used in
place of an individual author's name.

World Health Organization. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: WHO, 2023.

United Nations. Report on Sustainable Development Goals. New York: UN Publications, 2022.

Footnote/Endnote Citations with Corporate Authors

The footnote or endnote citation follows a similar structure, beginning with the corporate author.

7. World Health Organization, Global Health Report 2023 (Geneva: WHO, 2023), 55.

8. United Nations, Report on Sustainable Development Goals (New York: UN Publications, 2022),
101.

Specific Examples for Different Publication Types

Mastering Chicago citations for works without authors involves understanding how to apply the
general rules to various publication formats. Each type has subtle differences in how information is
presented.

Government Documents



Government documents are often published by agencies and may or may not have a clearly identified
individual author. The responsible agency is typically cited as the author.

Bibliography: U.S. Department of Labor. Occupational Outlook Handbook. Washington, D.C.:
U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2023.

Note: U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook (Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Government Publishing Office, 2023), 300.

Editorials and Anonymous Works

Editorials in newspapers or magazines are usually considered to be the voice of the publication itself.
Anonymous works, where authorship is intentionally withheld, are treated as having no author, and
the title comes first.

Bibliography (Editorial): “Investing in Public Infrastructure.” The New York Times, October
20, 2023.

Note (Editorial): “Investing in Public Infrastructure,” The New York Times, October 20, 2023.

Bibliography (Anonymous): The Federalist Papers. Edited by Roy P. Fairfield. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981.

Note (Anonymous): 1. The Federalist Papers, no. 10 (October 15, 1787).

Religious Texts

Religious texts, such as the Bible or Quran, are typically cited by their title and specific version or
translation, not by an author.

Bibliography: The Holy Bible, New International Version.

Note: John 3:16 (NIV).

Common Pitfalls to Avoid with No-Author Citations

Several mistakes can occur when citing sources without authors. Being aware of these can help



prevent errors and ensure accuracy.

Assuming No Author: The most common pitfall is assuming a source has no author when one
is simply hard to find or has been omitted. Always try to locate an author or corporate author.

Incorrectly Placing the Title: The title should replace the author's name as the first element
in the citation. Mixing up this order is a frequent error.

Inconsistent Formatting: Applying different formatting for similar types of no-author sources
can lead to confusion and reduce the credibility of your work.

Omitting Important Details: Even without an author, essential information such as the
publication date, publisher, and URL (for online sources) must be included.

Confusing Editor with Author: For edited collections, the editor is usually credited, but if you
are citing the entire work and not a specific chapter, the editor is not the "author" of the whole
book.

Best Practices for Ensuring Accurate Chicago Citations

Adhering to best practices will make the process of citing sources without authors much smoother
and more accurate.

Consult the Official Manual: Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style
for definitive guidance.

Use Citation Management Software Wisely: While helpful, these tools can sometimes make
errors, especially with less common citation types. Always double-check their output.

Create a Source List Early: Start compiling your sources and noting any authorship issues as
soon as you begin your research.

Be Consistent: Maintain a consistent format throughout your entire paper for all citations of a
similar type.

Proofread Carefully: Before submitting your work, meticulously proofread all your citations
for accuracy and adherence to CMOS guidelines.

FAQ Section



Q: What is the primary difference when citing a book with no
author versus one with an author in Chicago style?
A: When a book has no author, the title of the book is used as the first element in both
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography, instead of the author's last name and first name.

Q: How do I cite a website article if there's no author listed on
the page?
A: If a website article has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the article in quotation
marks, followed by the website name (if different from the article title), the publication or last updated
date, and the URL.

Q: Can a government agency be considered an author in
Chicago style?
A: Yes, government agencies, institutions, and organizations are often treated as corporate authors.
Their name is placed at the beginning of the citation, functioning as the author.

Q: What if I can't find any author or corporate author for a
work?
A: If you've thoroughly searched and can find no identifiable individual or corporate author, the title of
the work then becomes the first element of your citation.

Q: How should I cite an editorial from a newspaper in Chicago
style?
A: For an editorial, you cite it by its title (in quotation marks) as the first element, followed by the
newspaper title, the publication date, and any specific page numbers if applicable.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing religious texts like the
Bible?
A: Religious texts are generally cited by their title and specific edition or translation, rather than by an
author. For example, you would cite "The Holy Bible, New International Version" and then the specific
book, chapter, and verse.

Q: What is the best way to ensure I'm correctly citing works
with no authors?
A: The most reliable method is to consult the official 17th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.
Familiarizing yourself with its specific guidelines for various publication types is crucial.



Q: Should I use the word "Anonymous" if a work explicitly
states it has no author?
A: No, you should not use the word "Anonymous" as the author's name. Instead, you move the title of
the work to the beginning of the citation, as if it were the author.
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