chicago citation examples for
newspapers

Mastering Chicago Citation Examples for Newspapers

chicago citation examples for newspapers are essential for academic integrity and
clear communication, especially when incorporating journalistic sources into research
papers, essays, or other scholarly works. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a
robust framework for citing a wide array of materials, and its guidelines for newspaper
articles are detailed and specific. Understanding these conventions ensures that your
readers can easily locate the sources you've referenced, lending credibility and depth to
your arguments. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the nuances of citing
newspapers in Chicago style, covering both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system, and addressing common scenarios like online articles, articles with multiple
authors, and editorials.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Newspapers

Chicago style, also known as the Turabian style when adapted for student papers, offers
two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.
While both aim for accuracy and clarity, they differ in their presentation. The Notes-
Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations within the text, supplemented
by a bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system, more common in the
sciences, uses parenthetical citations in the text, followed by a reference list.

When citing newspapers, Chicago style recognizes the dynamic nature of journalistic
content, including its publication formats (print and online) and the various types of articles
(news reports, editorials, features). The core principle across both systems is to provide
enough information for a reader to find the exact source with minimal effort. This involves
identifying the author (if any), the title of the article, the name of the newspaper, the date
of publication, and pagination or a URL.



The Notes-Bibliography System: Citing
Newspapers

The Notes-Bibliography system is widely used in the humanities and is the primary system
detailed in The Chicago Manual of Style. For newspaper articles, this system requires
detailed notes and a comprehensive bibliography.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Newspapers

In this system, the first time a source is cited, a full note is provided. Subsequent citations
of the same source can be shortened. A bibliography entry is also required, listing all
consulted sources alphabetically by author's last name or by title if no author is listed.

First Note Example (Print Newspaper Article):

For a print newspaper article, the first note typically includes the author's full name, the
title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the newspaper (italicized), the date of
publication, and the page number(s).

e Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year,
Page Number(s).

For example:

1. Sarah Johnson, "City Council Approves New Park Development," Chicago Tribune,
October 26, 2023, Al.

Subsequent Note Example (Print Newspaper Article):

If you cite the same article again, you can use a shortened note format. This includes the
author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the
same author), and the page number.

e Author's Last Name, "Shortened Title," Page Number.

For example:
5. Johnson, "City Council," A3.

Bibliography Entry for Newspapers



The bibliography entry for a newspaper article mirrors the full note but omits page numbers
(unless it's an editorial or a letter to the editor, where page numbers are often included)
and uses a slightly different format, typically with the author's last name first.

e Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year.

For example:

Johnson, Sarah. "City Council Approves New Park Development." Chicago Tribune, October
26, 2023.

The Author-Date System: Citing Newspapers

The Author-Date system, while less common for humanities research that heavily relies on
newspapers, is an alternative within Chicago style. It uses parenthetical in-text citations
and a reference list.

In-Text Citations for Newspapers

In-text citations typically include the author's last name and the year of publication. If
necessary to distinguish between multiple works by the same author from the same year, a
letter is appended to the year.

For example:

(Johnson 2023)

If a specific page is referenced, it can be included:
(Johnson 2023, Al)

Reference List for Newspapers

The reference list includes all sources cited in the text, alphabetized by author's last name.
The format for newspaper articles is similar to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography
system, but the date comes after the newspaper name and is enclosed in parentheses.

e Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Newspaper Name, Month Day.

For example:

Johnson, Sarah. 2023. "City Council Approves New Park Development." Chicago Tribune,
October 26.



Key Elements in Newspaper Citations

Regardless of which Chicago citation system you employ, certain core elements are crucial
for accurately citing newspaper articles. Ensuring these are present and correctly formatted
will significantly improve the clarity and credibility of your work.

Author

The author's name is the primary identifier. If an article has a byline, use that author's
name. If an article is unsigned, you generally omit the author and begin the citation with
the title of the article. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the author's first name comes
first in notes, and their last name comes first in the bibliography. In the Author-Date
system, the last name is used consistently.

Article Title

The title of the article should be enclosed in quotation marks in the Notes-Bibliography
system and in the Author-Date system's reference list. In shortened notes, a truncated
version of the title may be used. This element helps readers identify the specific piece of
content.

Newspaper Name

The name of the newspaper should be italicized. Ensure you use the full, official name of
the publication. Abbreviations are generally avoided unless they are widely recognized and
consistently used.

Date of Publication

The full date of publication (month, day, and year) is essential for newspaper citations. This
helps readers pinpoint the exact edition. For online articles, the access date might also be
relevant depending on the specific guidelines or if the content is prone to change.

Page Numbers or URL

For print articles, page numbers are vital for locating the information within the newspaper.
For online articles, a stable URL is provided, and sometimes an access date is included.



Specific Scenarios and Examples

Newspaper citation can become complex with different types of articles and publication
formats. Understanding how to handle these variations is key to meticulous citation.

Online Newspaper Articles

Citing online newspaper articles requires including a URL. If the article is behind a paywall,
you may need to note that. The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends including
an access date if the content is likely to change or disappear, though for most archived
news articles, this is less of a concern.

* Notes-Bibliography: Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Newspaper
Name, Month Day, Year, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

e Example: John Smith, "New Discoveries in Space Exploration," The New York Times,
November 15, 2023, accessed November 20, 2023,
https://www.nytimes.com/article/space-exploration.

e Bibliography: Smith, John. "New Discoveries in Space Exploration." The New York
Times, November 15, 2023. Accessed November 20, 2023.
https://www.nytimes.com/article/space-exploration.

¢ Author-Date: (Smith 2023)
e Reference List: Smith, John. 2023. "New Discoveries in Space Exploration." The New

York Times, November 15. Accessed November 20, 2023.
https://www.nytimes.com/article/space-exploration.

Editorials and Opinion Pieces

Editorials and opinion pieces are often clearly marked. They should be cited similarly to
news articles, but the type of content (editorial, opinion) can sometimes be noted,
especially if it's crucial for context.

e Notes-Bibliography: Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Editorial/Opinion,"
Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year.

 Example: Maria Garcia, "The Case for Renewable Energy," The Wall Street Journal,
October 27, 2023.

e Bibliography: Garcia, Maria. "The Case for Renewable Energy." The Wall Street
Journal, October 27, 2023.



If the editorial is unsigned (e.g., "The Editors"), you would start with the title, and then the
newspaper name. In the bibliography, it would be alphabetized under "T" for "The."

Articles with Multiple Authors

When an article has more than one author, the convention is to list the first author in the
citation, followed by "and" and the second author's name. For three or more authors, you
can list the first author followed by "et al." in the notes and bibliography/reference list,
though some styles may prefer listing all authors in the bibliography.

* Notes-Bibliography (Two Authors): Author One First Name Last Name and Author
Two First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year, Page
Number.

* Notes-Bibliography (Three or More Authors): Author One First Name Last Name
et al., "Title of Article," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year, Page Number.

Newspapers Without Authors

If a newspaper article lacks an author byline, the citation begins with the title of the article.
In the Notes-Bibliography system, the article title comes first in the note and bibliography
entry, and the newspaper name follows. In the Author-Date system, the title heads the
reference list entry.

* Notes-Bibliography: "Title of Article," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year, Page
Number.

e Example: "Local Election Results Announced," Denver Post, November 8, 2023, B4.

* Bibliography: "Local Election Results Announced." Denver Post, November 8, 2023.

Newspapers with Special Sections

Some newspapers have specific sections (e.g., Business, Sports, Arts). While not always
mandatory in basic citations, including the section letter or name can be helpful for clarity,
especially if the page numbers are not unique across sections.

* Notes-Bibliography: Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Newspaper
Name, Section Letter/Name, Month Day, Year, Page Number.

 Example: David Lee, "Tech Innovations Highlighted," Financial Times, Business,



October 20, 2023, 12.

The Importance of Consistency

Regardless of the system or specific scenario, the most critical aspect of citing newspapers
in Chicago style is consistency. Ensure that you apply the chosen system (Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date) uniformly throughout your work. Pay close attention to
punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements. Inconsistency can distract readers
and undermine the professionalism of your research.

Meticulous attention to detail in your Chicago citation examples for newspapers will not
only meet academic requirements but also demonstrate a commitment to scholarly rigor.
By mastering these guidelines, you can confidently incorporate journalistic sources into
your writing, enhancing the authority and comprehensiveness of your research.












FAQ: Chicago Citation Examples for Newspapers

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style
for citing newspapers?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text and at the end
of the work. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations
and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical
citations in the text (Author Year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do | cite an online newspaper article in Chicago
style if | don't have a physical copy?

A: For online newspaper articles in the Notes-Bibliography system, you'll typically include
the author's name, article title, newspaper name, publication date, and the URL. For print
articles, page numbers are used, but for online articles, the URL serves the same purpose of
location. An access date is often recommended for online content.

Q: What should | do if a newspaper article I'm citing
doesn't have an author's name listed?

A: If a newspaper article is unsigned, you will start your citation with the title of the article.
In the Notes-Bibliography system, the title of the article will be the first element in both the
footnote/endnote and the bibliography entry, followed by the newspaper name and
publication details.

Q: How do | cite an editorial or opinion piece from a
newspaper in Chicago style?

A: Editorials and opinion pieces are cited similarly to regular news articles. You'll include the
author's name (if available), the title of the editorial (in quotation marks), the newspaper
name (italicized), and the publication date. If the editorial is unsigned, it will begin with the
title.

Q: What is the format for citing a newspaper article
with two authors in Chicago style?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, you would list both authors in the note and
bibliography entry. The first author's name is typically given first name then last name in
notes, and last name then first name in the bibliography, followed by "and" and the second
author's name in the same format. For example: "John Smith and Jane Doe, 'Article Title,'
Newspaper Name, Date, Page."



Q: When should | use an access date for an online
newspaper article in Chicago style?

A: You should generally include an access date for online newspaper articles if the content
might be updated or removed from the web. This is particularly important for content that
is not archived or is part of a dynamic website. For stable, archived articles, it might be less
critical but is still good practice.

Q: How do | cite a newspaper article that is part of a
specific section, like the Business section?

A: While not always required, you can include the section name or letter for clarity. The
format would typically be: Author, "Title," Newspaper Name, Section Name/Letter, Date,
Page. For instance: "Jane Doe, 'Market Trends,' Financial Times, Business, October 20,
2023, 15."

Q: Are there specific rules for citing letters to the editor
in Chicago style?

A: Yes, letters to the editor are typically cited with the author's name, the title of the letter
(if it has one, otherwise start with "Letter to the editor"), the newspaper name, and the
publication date. Page numbers are often included for these as well.

Q: How does Chicago style handle newspapers that are
published multiple times a day?

A: If a newspaper has multiple editions on the same day, it's best to specify the edition if
it's known and relevant, although usually the date is sufficient. If a newspaper has different
"editions" (e.g., Metro Edition, National Edition), you may want to include that detail if it
aids in locating the source.
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