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Chicago Citation Examples for Multiple
Authors: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago citation examples for multiple authors are essential for academic integrity and proper
attribution, especially in fields that heavily rely on the Chicago Manual of Style. Navigating the
intricacies of citing works with more than one author can seem daunting, but a clear understanding of
the system simplifies the process considerably. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances
of both footnote/endnote and author-date citation styles for sources featuring multiple contributors,
covering the correct formatting for two authors, three or more authors, and even edited volumes with
numerous contributors. We will explore how to present author names, the significance of intermediary
punctuation, and the specific requirements for different types of multi-authored works, ensuring your
research is both accurate and compliant with Chicago style standards.
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Understanding the Basics: Two Authors
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Multiple
Authors

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides two primary systems for academic citation: the notes-
bibliography system (using footnotes or endnotes) and the author-date system. Both systems require
careful attention when dealing with sources that have multiple authors. The fundamental principle
remains the same: accurately and consistently acknowledging all contributors to a work. Failure to do
so can lead to issues of plagiarism and undermine the credibility of your research.

When citing works with multiple authors in Chicago style, the primary distinction lies in how many



authors are involved. This distinction dictates whether all author names are listed or if an abbreviated
form using "et al." is employed. Furthermore, the specific type of source, such as a book, journal
article, or chapter in an edited book, will also influence the formatting of the citation, even when
multiple authors are present.

The Notes-Bibliography System: Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, citations appear in footnotes (at the bottom of the page) or
endnotes (at the end of the document). The first citation of a source in a note is usually full, while
subsequent citations are shortened. This system is prevalent in the humanities.

Citing Two Authors in Notes

For works with two authors, both names are listed in the citation, separated by "and." The order of the
names should match their appearance on the title page of the source.

For instance, a first note citation for a book by Jane Doe and John Smith would appear as:

1. Jane Doe and John Smith, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 45.
Subsequent citations of the same source would be shortened:

2. Doe and Smith, Art of Citation, 78.

Citing Three or More Authors in Notes

When a work has three or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends using "et al." (an
abbreviation of the Latin "et alia," meaning "and others") after the first author's name in both
footnote/endnote citations and the bibliography. This significantly streamlines the citation process for
works with extensive authorship.

A first note citation for a work by Alice Brown, Bob White, and Carol Green would look like this:
3. Alice Brown et al., Perspectives on Research (New York: Academic Press, 2021), 112.
The bibliography entry would follow the same pattern:

Brown, Alice, Bob White, and Carol Green. Perspectives on Research. New York: Academic Press,
2021.

Subsequent notes would then be shortened, referring to the first author and "et al."™:

4. Brown et al., Perspectives on Research, 150.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and Reference
Lists

The author-date system, more common in the social sciences and sciences, uses parenthetical in-text
citations and a reference list at the end of the document. This system prioritizes quick identification of
the source directly within the text.



Citing Two Authors in Author-Date

In the author-date system, the in-text citation for two authors includes both last names and the year
of publication. For example:

(Doe and Smith 2022, 45)
The corresponding reference list entry would be:

Doe, Jane, and John Smith. 2022. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Citing Three or More Authors in Author-Date

Similar to the notes-bibliography system, when a work has three or more authors in the author-date
system, "et al." is used for in-text citations after the first author's name, followed by the year.

For example:
(Brown et al. 2021, 112)

The reference list entry, however, differs from the notes system. Chicago style generally requires
listing all authors in the reference list, even if "et al." is used in the text. Thus, the reference list entry
would be:

Brown, Alice, Bob White, and Carol Green. 2021. Perspectives on Research. New York: Academic
Press.

Special Cases and Variations in Chicago Citation

Beyond the standard rules for two or three-plus authors, Chicago style offers guidance for more
complex scenarios involving multiple contributors, such as edited volumes and works with a large
number of authors. Understanding these variations ensures comprehensive and accurate citation
practices.

Citing Edited Volumes with Multiple Editors

When citing a chapter or the entirety of an edited volume that has multiple editors, the citation
format will vary slightly depending on whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the
author-date system. The key is to correctly identify the editors and their role in the work.

Edited Volumes in Notes-Bibliography

In the notes-bibliography system, if you are citing a chapter in an edited book with multiple editors,
you would cite the chapter author(s) first, followed by the editors. For a whole edited book, you would
list the editors.

Example of a chapter citation:

5. Maria Garcia, "The Evolution of Publishing," in Modern Scholarly Practices, ed. David Lee and Emily



Chen, 75-90 (London: Routledge, 2020), 82.

Example of an edited book citation (first note):

6. David Lee and Emily Chen, eds., Modern Scholarly Practices (London: Routledge, 2020), ix.
Bibliography entry for the edited book:

Lee, David, and Emily Chen, eds. Modern Scholarly Practices. London: Routledge, 2020.

Edited Volumes in Author-Date

In the author-date system, the in-text citation for a chapter in an edited book with multiple editors
would look like this:

(Garcia 2020, 82)

The reference list entry would be structured similarly to the notes system, highlighting the chapter
author and editors:

Garcia, Maria. 2020. "The Evolution of Publishing." In Modern Scholarly Practices, edited by David Lee
and Emily Chen, 75-90. London: Routledge.

For the entire edited book:

Lee, David, and Emily Chen, eds. 2020. Modern Scholarly Practices. London: Routledge.

Works with a Very Large Number of Authors

For works that list an exceptionally large number of authors (e.g., scientific papers with dozens or
hundreds of authors), Chicago style allows for greater flexibility. While the principle of acknowledging
contributors remains, practical considerations often lead to the use of "et al." even in the
bibliography.

Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or your instructor's guidelines is crucial
for these extreme cases. Generally, the first author followed by "et al." is acceptable for both notes
and the bibliography/reference list to avoid overwhelming the reader and to maintain conciseness.

Corporate Authors and Organizations

When a work is authored by a corporation, government agency, or other organization, the
organization's name is used as the author. This applies regardless of the number of individuals
involved in creating the work.

Example in notes:

7. World Health Organization, Global Health Report 2023 (Geneva: WHO Press, 2023), 15.
Example in author-date reference list:

World Health Organization. 2023. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: WHO Press.



Consistency is Key in Chicago Citation

Regardless of the complexity of the authorship of your sources, the most critical aspect of Chicago
citation is maintaining consistency throughout your paper. Once you establish a format for citing
multiple authors (e.g., using "et al." for three or more in notes), adhere to it for all similar sources.
This consistency not only demonstrates meticulousness but also enhances the readability and
professionalism of your academic work.

The specific requirements for Chicago citation examples for multiple authors can seem intricate, but
by understanding the core principles and consulting style guides, researchers can confidently
attribute their sources. The goal is always to give credit where it is due, allowing your readers to trace
your research and engage with the original material.

Remember to always check the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or consult your instructor
or editor for specific guidelines, as stylistic conventions can evolve. Proper citation is a cornerstone of
scholarly practice, and mastering these examples will undoubtedly strengthen your research and
writing.

FAQ: Chicago Citation Examples for Multiple Authors

Q: What is the general rule for citing sources with two authors
in Chicago style?

A: In both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, when citing a source with two authors,
you include both authors' last names. In notes, they are separated by "and." In the author-date
system, they are also separated by "and" within the in-text citation and in the reference list.

Q: When do | use "et al." in Chicago citations for multiple
authors?

A: You use "et al." in Chicago style when a source has three or more authors. This abbreviation
replaces the names of the second and subsequent authors.

Q: Does the use of "et al." apply to both the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems?

A: Yes, "et al." is used in both systems. In the notes-bibliography system, it appears in the
footnote/endnote after the first author's name. In the author-date system, it appears in the in-text
citation after the first author's name.



Q: Do | need to list all authors in the bibliography if | use "et
al." in my notes?

A: Yes, in the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography entry should list all authors of a work, even
if "et al." was used in the notes.

Q: How do | cite a chapter in an edited book with two editors
and multiple authors for that chapter?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, you cite the chapter author(s) first, followed by the title of the
chapter, and then the editors of the book. In the author-date system, the chapter author is cited in the
text, and the reference list entry will include both the chapter author and the editors.

Q: What if a source has more than ten authors? How is it cited
in Chicago style?

A: For works with a very large number of authors (often exceeding ten), Chicago style generally
permits using "et al." after the first author's name in both notes and the bibliography/reference list to
maintain conciseness and readability. However, it is always best to consult the latest edition of the
CMOS or your instructor for specific guidance.

Q: Does Chicago style distinguish between the citation of
books and journal articles with multiple authors?

A: While the rules for listing authors (e.g., using "et al." for three or more) are generally consistent
across source types, the specific punctuation and formatting for book citations versus journal article
citations will differ, as dictated by the respective requirements for each source type.

Q: Can | use "et al." for works with two authors in Chicago
style?

A: No, "et al." is reserved for works with three or more authors in Chicago style. For works with two
authors, both names must be listed.
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